lives 


A  D 


OF  THE 


And  other  Eminent 


Britifi  SEAMEN. 

Containing 


Their  Perfonal  Histories,  and  a  Detail  of  all 

their  Public  Services, 

Including 

A  New  and  accurate  Naval  History  from  the  ear* 
I  Account  Time;  and,  clearly  proving  by  a  con- 
j  tinued  Series  of  Fads,  our  uninterrupted  Claim  to, 

|  and  Enjoyment  of  the  Dominion  of  our  SEAS. 

\ 

f 

Int  ERSPERSED 

''With  many  curious  Passages  relating  to  our  Disco¬ 
veries,  Plantations,  and  Commerce. 

The  whole  fupported  throughout  by  proper  Authorities. 

By  JOHN  CAMPBELL ,  Efq} 

V  o  lTl 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  John  Applebee, 

For  J.  and  H.  Pemberton,  in  Fleet-Street ,  and 
T.  Waller,  in  the  Temple , 


M.DCCJXUI, 


To  the  Right  Honourable 

D  A  N  I  E  L, 

Earl  of  Winch  elf e  a  and  Not¬ 
tingham, ViCcomt  Maid- 

ftone,  Baron  Finch  of  Da- 
gentry,  Firft  Lord  Com- 

miflioner  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  &c. 

i 

•  ? 

My  Lord, 

H  E  Subje£l  of  this  Book? 
.vhich  treats  of  the  wor- 

thy  A  els  of  thofe  brave 
AfTertors  of  their  Country’s  Caufe 

A-  2  who 


*  **» 


tr 


PPL 


I 


a^SL 


if*  ■  »  '<•  -Qfc, 


DEDICATION. 


who  have  vindicated  its  Rights  at 
Sea,  naturally  leads  me  to  addrefs 
it  to  Your  Lordfbip,  whofe  Abili¬ 
ties  have  fo  highly  diftinguifhed  You 
‘in  one  Character,  and  whofe  Office 


o-ives  You  fo  near  a  R.elation  to  the 

O 


other. 


YOUR  Lordfhip’s  mod  amiable 
Qualities  are  indeed  attended  with 
this  Diminution,  that  they  feem 
tranfmitted  to  You  by  Defcent,  and 
10  have  been  inherited  with  Your 
Titles :  but  then,  if  we  confider  them 
in  another  Light,  we  muft  form  a 
pigh  Idea  of  their  Luftre  which  can 
fofh'm  the  Honours  of  Winchelsea 

,ind  Nottingham  undimimfhed,  af¬ 

ter 


-,ss.  " 


/ 

DEDICATION. 

~W 

ter  the  wife  Statefmen,  the  upright 
Chancellors,  the  unbiased  Patriots 
who  have  already  borne  them. 

i 

NEITHER  have  there  been 
wanting  Heroes  of  the  Name  of 
Finch,  who  have  added  the  Glories 
refulting  from  Martial  Deeds  to  the 
peaceful  Honours  of  the  Gown  :  par- 
ticulaily  that  blooming  Son  of  Nep¬ 
tune, William  Lord  Vifcount  Maid¬ 
stone,  who  was  flain  in  the  Arms 
of  Victory,  when  the  great  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  alfo  loft,  in  1 6ya* 
and  I  make  no  Queftion,  but  the 
great  Exploits  of  our  Fleets,  while 
\our  Lordfhip  prelides  at  that 
Board  which  direfts  them  will  e- 

™  3  qual 
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qual  any  that  are  recorded  in  thefe 

Volumes:  at  leaft  this  is  the  fincere 

« 

Wifh  of, 

% 

i 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s 

l 

i 

Mod  humble  and 

Moft  devoted  Servant, 


JOHN  CAMPBELL. 


\ 


THE 


PREFACE. 


HEN  one  confiders  the  Glory  and 
Advantages  derived  to  Britain  by  an 
extenfive  Trade  ^  and 
val  Power  which  fhe  derives  there 
fromy  the  Defire  of  tracing  thefe  Blef 
fings  to  their  Source ?  obferving  how  and  when  they 
rofe ,  by  what  Means  their  Progrefs  was  helped ,  and 
what  Circumftances  contributed  to  render  them  what 
they  now  are ,  is  both  natural  and  laudable .  Such 

political  Difquifitions  as  thefe  are  not  only  Noble 
Entertainments  of  the  human  Underjlanding ,  but 
are  likewife  highly  ufefuh  By  addicting  ourf elves 
to  thefe ,  we  come  to  have  a  perfect  Comprehenfon 
of  Caufes  and  Effefts,  eafily  diftinguijh  one  from  the 
other ,  and  thereby  keep  ourfelves  clear  from  thofe 
Errors  which  perplex  and  bewilder  minor  Politici- 

A  4  ans , 


that  mighty  TSla 


.... . .. 


The  PREFAC  E. 

tins.  Thefe  are  the  general  Advantages  cf  fuch  a 
Study,  confidering  the  Commerce  and  Maritime  Power 
of  Britain  independant  of  our  Concern  therein ,  or  at 
leaf  Relation  thereto,  as  we  are  Inhabitants  of  this 
happy  Ifiand ’  But  taking  this  into  the  View,  it 
exceedingly  heightens  the  ProfpeCl,  and  what  was  be¬ 
fore  only  pleajing  Speculation,  becomes  now  the  mojl 
generous  kind  of  Patriotifm.  For  to  know,  and  in 
Conference  thereof  to  affert  our  Country9 s  Rights , 
is  in  this  World  the  great  Bujinefs  of  a  Briton. 


' II 


THE  Deftgn  of  this  Work  is  to  facilitate  fuch 
an  Enquiry,  by  prefenting  the  Englifh  Reader  with 
feme  of  the  many  Helps  which  are  ncceffary  to 
make  it  agreeable  and  Satisfactory.  I  am  very  far 
from  thinking,  that  our  general  Hiftories  deferve 
the  harjh  Cenfure  which  many  have  paffed  upon 
them.  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  the  Ufefulnefs 
and  Merit  of  our  feveral  Naval  Hiftories  on  their 
refpeCiive  Plans \  but  having  learned  from  Experience 
that  they  were  infufficient  for  this  Purpofe ,  I  began 
to  contrive,  and  then  executed  this  Effay  in  ano¬ 
ther  Method .  The  Points,  which  I  found  princi - 

.4 

pally  deficient,  were  thefe  five. 


I.  OUR  Hftorians  have  either  begun  too  low, 
or  elfe  have  treated  the  Origin  of  our  Naval  Power, 
as  ancient  Writers  treated  the  Source  of  the  Nile, 


as 
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as  a  Subject  inexplicable ,  to  avoid  taking  Pains  about 
it.  Yet  thus  much  of  Certainty  there  was  in  both , 
that  their  Ejfebls  demonftrated  they  had  a  Beginning . 
The  judicious  Sc  1  den,  indeed ,  had  examined  this  Mat¬ 
ter  more  carefully ,  thrown  fome  Eight  on  this 
as  well  as  every  other  Thing  he  handled  *,  but  hav¬ 
ing  before  contracted  a  ftrong  Dijlike  to  the  Britifh 
Hiftory  of  Monmouth,  he  is  too  fearful  of  treading 
on  the  only  Ground  which  we  have  to  pafs  over.  Had 
he  considered  the  Number  of  People  that ,  even  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ge far’s  Account ,  were  here  when  he 
landed ,  he  muft  have  difeerned ,  that ,  how  wrong  fe¬ 
wer  Geoffry  might  be  as  to  the  Circumftances  of 
thofe  People ,  yet  in  this  he  was  certainly  rights  that 
he  did  not  raife  the  planting  this  IJland  too  high , 
but  chofe  that  very  Period  (fuppofing  he  had  ehofin  it) 
in  which  it  muft  have  been  plant e eft  and  aftigned  his 
Planters  that  kind  of  Pajfage  which  they  muft  have 
'ufed :  fo  that ,  with  Mr.  SeldenV  Leave ,■  how  dark 
foever  this  Hiftory  may  be  in  many  Pajfage s ,  yet  it 
has  a  Ground  of  Probability  \  and  this  very  Dark - 
fiefs  is  a  Circumftance  that  muft  neceffarily  have  at¬ 
tended  it ,  if  the  Hiftory  had  been  ever  fo  genuine. 
The  beginning  then  with  the  Britifh  Naval  Power , 
refulting  from  the  Commerce  of  the  Britons,  which 
made  them  known  to  the  Gauls,  and  thereby  led 
them  to  the  Notice  of  the  Romans,  is  a  natural 
and  a  reafonable  Thing ,  and  the  fitting  the  Roman¬ 
tic 
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tic  Accounts  we  have  of  thofe  early  Times  in  the 
fairejl  Light  of  which  they  are  capable^  feems  to  be 
the  Bufinefs  of  a  diligent  Hiftorian ;  and,  yet  fo  far 
as  I  am  able  to  judge 5  has  been  wholly >  or  in  a 
great  Meafure ,  negleffed. 

IL  A  like  Fear  of  having  to  do  with  Monkifh 
Writers ,  and  being  forced  to  travel  through  a  long 
and  rugged  Road ,  often  to  710  Purpofe ,  and  mojlly 
to  very  little ,  has  deterred  the  greateft  part  of  our 
Writers  from  preferving  a  regular  Connexion  of  E- 
vents  ;  fo  that  in  mojl  of  them  the  Naval  Hiftory 
of  an  Age  is  forunk  into  a  Line ,  and  the  mojl  affive 
Reigns  have  very  feldom  had  a  Page  beftowed  upon 
them .  They  were  afraid  of  tiring  their  Readers 
with  a  Series  of  naked  Faffs  to  be  difcovered  with 
great  Labour ,  and ,  in  Regard  to  the  Circumflances 
attending  them  in  our  7nodern  Colleffors  of  general 
Hiftory^  with  little  Certainty .  T 0  avoid  this ,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  give  a  greater  Proportion  of  Strength 
and  colouring  to  this  Part  of  our  Hiftory  than  per¬ 
haps  fome  yiice  Critics  7nay  judge  proper  at  firjl 
Sight :  but  1  perfuade  myfelf  *  when  they  have  read 
the  whole ,  and  confidered  how  far .  theje  Faffs  and 
the  Refieffions  upon  them  contribute  to  the  enlighten¬ 
ing  many  Particulars  in  the  Story  of  later  Times > 
they  will  at  leaf  hold  me  excufed.  The  Point  I  la¬ 
bour  is  to  Jhew ,  that  Britain  has  been  always  a 
Maritime  Power ?  claimed  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea 

as 
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as  of  Right  •,  exercifed  her  Jur if  diction  thereon ,  which 
was  owned ,  and  fubmitted  to ,  by  Neighbours  ■,  and 
therefore ,  whatever  has  any  Tendency  to  prove  this , 
is  very  material  to  me ,  however  flight  and  inconsider¬ 
able  it  may  appear ,  when  feen  in  another  Light. 

III.  TH  E  Policy  of  the  feveral  Ages  through 
which  this  Hijlory  is  deduced,  requires  a  particular 
Regard.  If  we  do  not  conjider  the  perfonal  Characters 
of  Princes,  the  Genius  of  their  Adminiftrations,  and 
the  Circumflances  attending  their  Management ;  it  is 
impoffible  we  fhould  have  any  clear  and  diftinCt  Con¬ 
ception  of  the  Naval  Power  of  the  Nation,  under 
their  Reigns.  For  Example,  if  our  Claims  have 
ceafed  for  a  conftderable  Length  of  Time  -,  have  been 
very  faintly  profecuted,  or  have  been  warmly  contefted-, 
this  may  be  fo  fated,  as  to  appear  a  formidable  Ob¬ 
jection  :  but  if  we  know  that  this  happened  under  a 
long  Minority,  in  the  Time  of  a  Civil  War,  or  under 
a  fothfid  inactive  Prince,  the  Objection  is  fujficiently 
enervated  there  is  no  need  of  giving  a  more  particu¬ 
lar  Anfwer.  In  this  Matter ,  however ,  we  are  ge- 
i  nenally  left  to  feek.  A  Naval  Hifory  has  been  common¬ 
ly  thought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  Sub¬ 
ject  than  Naval  Expeditions  ;  and  thus  a  great  deal 
cf  Pains  has  been  taken  to  inform  us  of  many  mi¬ 
nute  Particulars,  while  the  Caufes  and  Confequences 
of  thofe  Expeditions,  which  are \vhat  chiefly  concern 

Poflerity, 
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P ofterity ,  have  been  pajfed  over ,  as  Matters  foreign 
to  the  Purpofe. 

(  4  ■'  '  | 

I  t 

I\ .  FOR  the  fame  Reafon,  the  Char  afters, 
Corduft,  and  Per  final  Hi  fiery  of  Admirals ,  and 
other  eminent  Seamen,  make  not  only  a  natural ,  but  a 
neceffary  Pari  of  Naval  Hfiory.  For  want  of  ha- - 
i  Ligots  in  this  Refpeft,  we  have  very 
imperfeft  Notions  of  fome  Things  that  are  of  great 
Importance .  For  Example ,  the  Difioveries  of  John 
Sebafrian  Cabot :  though  they  give  us  as  gGod  a 
Title  as  the  Spaniards  to  America,  from  the  Lights 
we  now  have:  yet  if  the  Journals  of  their  Voyages 
had  been  carefully  preferved ,  we  might  have  reaped 
much  greater  Advantages  from  them  ;  as  on  the  other 
Hand. ,  if  the  Char  afters  of  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  and 
other  great  Officers  under  Queen  Elizabeth,  had  not 
been  handed  down  to  us ,  fo  faithfully  as  they  are ,  we 
could  never  have  made  a  true  Judgment  as  to  the 
Succefs  of  feme ,  and  the  Mifiarriage  of  other  Expe¬ 
ditions  in  her  Time.  As  Schemes  are  contrived  by 
fime ,  and  afterwards  executed,  perhaps ,  by  other 
Men ,  we  ought  to  know  as  much  as  can  be  known  of 
both ,  if  we  read  for  Information  and  Infirnftion , 
with  a  View  to  Profit  by  the  Wtfdom  and  by  the 
Miftakes  of  our  Ancefiors ,  and  not  purely  for  Amu  fo¬ 
ment,  which  is  applying  the  noblefi  -Means  to  the 
low  eft  Purpofe  *,  or ^ rr  the  Sake  of  keeping  in  our 

Heads , 
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Heads,  a  Calendar  of  Events,  which  is  a  Kind  of 
Knowledge  might  be  valuable  in  a  P arrot,  but  is  oj 
little  or  no  life  to  Man. 

V.  AS  the  Credit  due  to  the  Accounts  we  have  of 
Things  pajl,  depends  on  our  Opinion  of  fuih  as  i  elate 
them  and  as  there  are  certain  general  Rules  for  ad- 
jufting  the  fcveral  Degrees  of  Credit,  which  W  iters 
may  Claim  >  fo  in  a  J Pork  of  this  Phi i  hi  c,  it  ought 
to  be  the  Bufmefs  of  an  Hiftorian,  firft  to  acquire,  then 
to  feleX,  and  laftly  to  cite  his  Authorities ,  conftantly 
and  faithfully.  Without  due  Care  in  this  RefpeX, 
Stile,  Method,  nay,  and  Genius ,  appear  to  little 
Purpofe.  The  Reflexions  of  a  Writer,  are  often  of 
great  Conference but  then  they  ought  to  be  difiinguijh- 
ed.  We  have  a  Right  to  know  whether  they  are  his 
own ,  or  whether  they  are  borrowed. and  toe  ought 
always  to  fur nijh  us  with  proper  Evidence  for  FaXs. 
Yet,  moX  Hiflorians  have  been  very  negligent  on  this 
Head.  1  could  name  a  Writer  of  Naval  Hiflory, 
who,  in  a  large  Polio,  has  Scarce  any  Quotations ;  and 
yet,  I  prefume  he  did  not  think  himfelf  infpired.  It 
mufl  be  confefed,  that  Accuracy  in  this  RefpcX,  is 
a  modern  Improvement ;  and  therefore,  we  ought  to 
be  as  tender  of  carrying  this  Ccnfure  too  far  back,  as 
of  excufing  on  this  Head,  any  Writer  of  our  own 
Times ,  let  his  Merits  otherwifs  be  ever  fo  great. 
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I  might  add  many  other  'Things  to  theje  ;  fuch  as 
connecting  the  Hiflory  of  Royal  Expeditions  with  the 
Extenfion  of  Commerce ,  and  fhewing  the  Effects  of 
our  Power  at  Sea ,  in  the  Inlargement  of  our  Trade % 
comparing  the  Nature ,  Circumflances ,  and  Amount 
of  Foreign  Traffic  in  different  Periods  of  Time , 
and  thereby  removing  the  Prejudices  of  thofe  who 
fancy  our  Commerce  abfolutely  a  new  Thing, ,  and  be¬ 
lieve  we  had  no  Merchants  before  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  explaining  the  Rife  and  Decay  of 
our  fever al  Kinds  of  Trade ,  fo  as  to  take  off  the 
Wonder ,  that  feme ,  by  which  we  were  great  Gainers 
heretofore ,  are  now  in  a  Manner  loft ,  and  others 
become  very  confiderable  (I  mean  exclufive  of  the  Plan¬ 
tation-Trade)  which  formerly  were  never  mentioned  -T 
floewing  the  Fluctuation  of  Maritime  Power  in  other 
Parts  of  the  W 'or Id,  and  thereby  accounting  for 
the  Change  of  our  own  Circumflances ,  with  RefpeCl 
to  different  States ,  through  all  the  remarkable  Periods 
of  our  Hiflory  ;  incorporating  whatever  has  been  de¬ 
livered  worth  Notice ,  on  any ,  or  all  of  the fe  Subjects , 
by  any  of  our  ancient ,  and  obfolete  Writers ,  fe  as 
to  preferve  to  Poflerity,  what  other-wife,  like  hoarded 
Gold,  might  lie  ufelefs  in  Places  unfu  ff  eCled :  but  to 
hint  them  is  fufficient ;  every  attentive  Reader  will  be 
able  to  difeern  their  Ufefulnefs,  as  well  as  if  I  had  in- 
fijled  particularly  on  every  Head,  and  be  better  plcaf- 
edwith  his  own  Dif cover ies,  than  my  Recapitulations, 

The 
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The  'Things  are  plain  enough ,  when  once  Jlarted but 
the  Difficulty  lies  in  the  Execution,  in  the  fearching 
cut,  and  drawing  together  thefe  Rdaterials :  and  to 
this  efpecially,  ought  to  be  referred  the  Deficiences  ob- 
ferved  in  mojl  of  our  Writers  of  Naval  Hiftory. 
Moft  People  are  ftruck  with  the  Luftre  of  Grand 
Achievements,  fuch  as  the  taking  of  Calais,  or  burning 
the  Spanifh  Ships  at  Santa  Cruz,  and  are  in  fuch 
a  Hurry  to  run  from  one  of  thefe  fhining  Stories  to 
another,  that  all  that  happens  between  them,  is  flipped 
over,  as  not  worth  minding,  though  in  Reality  we 
are  as  much  infir uSted  from  the  Relation  of  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  Expedition,  as  the  moft  Successful  -,  and  I  dare 
fay  the  Detail  of  the  Attempt  of  Penn  and  Venables 
on  Hifpaniola,  and  their  Conquefi  of  Jamaica,  will 
afford  as  great  Entertainment  to  a  judicious  Perufer, 
as  the  moft  fortunate  Expedition  in  the  Book.  But  I 
begin  to  exceed  the  juft  Bounds  of  a  Preface,  and Jhall 
therefore  fum  up  all  I  have  to  fay,  in  a  few  Words. 

THESE  were  the  Motives  that  led  me  to  under¬ 
take  •,  and  thefe  are  the  Rules  I  prefcribed  to  myfelf 
in  compiling  this  Performance .  How  far  they  are  jitjl 
in  themf elves ,  as  well  as  how  Jleadily  I  have  adhered 
to  them ,  is  ch  ear  fully  fab  mitt  ed  to  the  Reader ;  with 
this  humble  Requejl ,  that  he  will  always  remember 9 
I  intended  well. 


This 
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This  Day  is  publijhed . 

( With  large  Notes  Explanatory,  Hifiorical  and  Critical ) 

PLUTUS  the  God  of  Riches.  A  Comedy. 

Tranflated  into  Englfio  from  the  Original  Greek  of  Arfiophanes => 

By  Henry  Fielding,  Efq;  and 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Young. 

This  Play  is  publifldd,  as  a  Specimen  of  an  intended  Trans¬ 
lation  of  all  the  Comedies  (being  Eleven  in  Number)  of  Arifto- 
phanes  by  the  fame  Gentlemen,  who  intend  to  proceed  in  the 
Work  according  to  the  Reception  this  Play  meets  with  from 
the  Publick. 

N.  B-  The  Notes  contain  befides  a  full  Explanation  of  the 
Author,  a  compleat  Hiftory  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of 
the  antient  Greeks ,  particularly  of  the  Athenians  * 

Printed  for  T.  WALLER  in  the  Temple- Cloyflers. 

Where  may  he  had ,  jujl  publijhed . 

[ Tranflated  into  Englifh,  <vjitb  Notes  Hifiorical  and  Explanatory 9 

and  an  Introductory  Preface ) 

M.  T.  Cicero  de  Oratore. 

Or,  His  Charadler  and  Qualifications  of  an  Orator  :  To  which 
is  added,  in  order  to  make  this  Undertaking  of  more  gene¬ 
ral  Ufe  to  the  Learners  and  Readers  of  CICERO'S  Works 
in  the  Original,  An  Explanation  of  the  Terms  and  Phrafes 
ufed  hy  the  Author ,  alphebe  tic  ally  digefied . 

By  WILLIAM  GUTHRIE,  Traijlator  of  the  Orations. 

Where  likeuoife  may  be  had ',  in  Tivo  V olumes, 

( Tranflated  into  Englifh,  with  Notes  Hifiorical  and  Critical) 

The  Orations  of  Cicero. 


Containing, 


1.  For  Milo,  tried  for  killing 
Clodius • 

2.  Again!!  Crecilius ,  upon  the 
Right  of  impeaching  Verves . 

3.  For  Archias  the  Poet,  upon 
his  Claim  to  the  Privileges 
of  a  Roman  Citizen. 

4.  Before  Crefar,  upon  his  par¬ 
doning  Marcellas. 

4.  In  favour  of  the  Manilian 
Law',  for  extending  Pompey* s 


Military  Power. 

6.  In  Defence  of  Lig arias,  ac* 
cufed  of  Rebellion  again!! 

Crefav. 

7  .  The  Four  again!!  Cataline . 
8.  In  Defence  of  Cabas,  accu- 
fed  of  defrauding,  and  in¬ 
tending  to  poiion  a  Lady, 
whofeTover  he  had  been. 

9  Fir!!  and  Second  Philippics. 


N.  B.  The  whole  Works  of  CICERO  will  be  tranflated  by 
the  fame  Gentleman,  and  publifhed  fepetately,  as  each 
Piece  is  finiflfd,  with  all  convenient  Speed. 
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Including  a  new  and  accurate  N  ava  l 

HISTORY,  &C. 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

The  Naval  Hifiory  of  the  BRITON S,  before  they 
were  invaded  by  the  ROMANS  during  their 
Continuance  in  BRITAIN;  and  afterwards ,  to  the 
Coming  of  the  SAXONS.  Containing  the 
Tranfaffions  of  about  One  Thoufand ,  Seven  Hun 

dred  and  Forty  Tears . 

'•  '  ....  y  '  *  *  ' '  ,  ?;• 

HAT  the  ancient  Hifiory  of  Britain, 
or  rather  of  the  Britons ,  before  the- com¬ 
ing:#  of  Cafar  into  this  Ifland,  is  not  a 
little  obfeure,  as  well  in  refpedt  to  their 
Exploits  by  Sea,  as  in  regard  to  the 
Succeffion  of  their  Princes,  and  the  Settlement  of  their 
Civil  Government  at  Home,  is  a  Point  fo  generally  a- 
greed  on,  that  I  will  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  any 
Vol.  I.  B  Difputes 
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Difputes  about  it.  But  this  Matter  is  puflied  too  far, 
when  it  is  aflerted,  that  the  Hiftories  of  thofe  Times 
deferve  not  either  Reading,  or  Notice ;  that  they  are 

meer  Fables,  and  idle  Tales,  void  of  all  Authority  or 
Probability. 

I  t  is  true,  that  this  lofty  Stile  is  highly  taking  with 
Critics,  who  very  readily  rejedt  what  they  cannot  un- 
derltand ;  but  this  may  be  fometimes  too  haftily  done, 
as  I  conceive  it  is  here.  Camden a  difliked  the  Britijh 
Hiftory  of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth, ,  and  his  Authority 
drew  others  to  treat  it  with  Contempt.  But,  fince  his 
Time,  through  the  indefatigable  Labours  of  many  in- 
duftrious  Men,  other  ancient  Authors  have  been  pub- 
lifhed,  which  plainly  fhew  that  much  true  Hiftory  is 
to  be  met  with  in  that  Book,  though  embarraffed  with 
Fidlions.  Befides,  it  is  now  out  of  Difpute,  that  Geoffrey 
was  no  Forger,  or  Inventor  of  that  Hiftory ;  but  that 
he  really  tranflated  it  out  of  the  Britijh  Language,  in 
which  Tongue  it  is  ftill  extant b. 

From  this  Hiftory,  which  in  many  Circumftances  is 
fupported  by  others  of  better  Authority,  we  have  va¬ 
rious  Paflages  in  relation  to  the  Naval  Power  of  the 
Britons ,  before  Ceefar’s  Expedition.  Now,  that  thefe 
are  not  altogether  incredible,  muft  appear  from  the  Reafon 
of  the  Thing,  on  one  Hand  ;  and,  on  the  other,  from 
what  may  be  cited  from  Writers  of  unqueftionable 
Credit. 

Two 


*  W  ■  -H  -=>  ■  V  U  .  ;  *•  -  4  n  -rf-  ,  •  Vi  *  j*  -4  -  ,  -/  4  \  -  *»  -i  ,  J  J  *  *  '  ^ 

a  Britannia,  p.  6, 7. Edit.  1 594. 40.  See  a  Refutation  of  Camden*/ 
Objections  in  Mr.  Thompfon’/  copious  Preface  to  hisTranflation 
of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth’/  Hiftory ;  and  the  moft  learned  Sir 
John  Price’/  Defenf.  Hift.  Britain.  b  Uflerij  Britain.  Ecd.  Pri- 
mordia.  See  alfo  Lewis’/  Britifh  Hiftory. 
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Two  Arguments  refult  from  our  very  Situation  :  for 
nrll,  the  People,  whoever  they  were,  Gauls  or  Trojans, 
who  planted  this  Country,  mull  have  come  to  it  by 
Sea,  and  confequently  mult  have  had  fome  Skill  in  Ma¬ 
ritime  Affairs,  even  prior  to  their  Settling  here.  Secondly, 
the  furrounding  Seas,  the  convenient  Ports,  and  the 

Profpedt  of  the  oppofite  Shore,  mult,  doubtlefs,  have  en- 

/  • 

couraged  them  to  pradlife,  and  thereby  extend,  that  Skill 
in  Navigation,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  they  mult  have  had 
before  they  came  hither.  Hence  I  think  it  might  have  been 
rationally  concluded,  that  our  Britijh  Anceltors  had  per¬ 
formed  fomething  worthy  of  Notice  at  Sea,  before  the 

Roman  Invafion,  even  though  there  had  been  no  Records 
to  atteft  their  Adtions. 

Polybius  c  mentions  this  Hand  and  it’s  Commodities. 
Lucretius d  alfo  takes  Notice  of  it,  and  thefe  were  both 
Writers  elder  than  Cafar.  e  The  Author  of  the  Book 
de  Mundo,  which  goes  commonly  under  the  Name  of 
Arijlotle  [peaks  of  the  Britijh  Iflands,  and  diltinguilhes  be¬ 
tween  Albion  and  Hierna,  that  is,  between  England  and 
Ireland.  Athenaus ( tells  us,  out  of  Mofchion,  that  the  Main- 
Malt  of  King  Hurd’s  great  Ship  was  found  by  a  Swine¬ 
herd  in  the  Mountains  of  Britain ,  and  by  Phileas 
Tauromenites  conveyed  into  Sicily  ;  and  Solinus  8  fpeaks 
of  an  Altar  engraven  with  Greek  Charadters,  which 
Ulyps  met  with  in  Caledonia.  It  is  not  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  fo  remote  a  Country  Ihould  be  fo  well  known 
in  thofe  Times,  if  the  Britons  had  not  both  Power  and 
Commerce  by  Sea.  But,  to  put  this  Matter  out  of  Dif- 

^  2  pute, 

^ '  1  — —  WMM  ~  — — i  -  m  in  mi  _ 


c  Hid.  lib.  xi  d  De  Nat.  Rer.  lib.  iii.  *  Ariltot.  opera. 
ipoTyhili  P ca2p.6? AUfe  -  A1IobroS-  '606. f  Dfeipnofophift. 
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pute,  the  learned  Mr.  Selden  h  owns  himfelf  convino 
ed,  even  by  Cafar's  Writings,  that  the  ancient  Britons 
had  a  confiderable  Sea  Force  ;  which  he  conceives  was 
either  weakened,  or  totally  defiroyed  in  the  Defeat  which 
C  re  far  gave  to  the  Venetiy  to  whofe  Affiftance  it  was 
fent. 

Having  thus  {hewn  that,  for  any  Thing  the 
Critics  know  to  the  Contrary,  the  Fads  preferved  by 
our  Britijh  Hiftorians  may  be  true,  I  (hall  proceed  to 
mention  fome  of  them  that  are  for  my  Purpofe,  infilling 
on  fuch  Arguments  as  offer  themfelves  in  Support  of 
thefe  Tranfadions;  there  being,  as  I  conceive,  as  much 
Honour  to  be  acquired  from  the  retrieving  Truth  out  of 
our  own  fabulous  Stories,  as  in  extrading  it  from  Greek 
Poets,  or  from  Oriental  Authors;  which  has,  however,  been 
the  Bufinefs  of  moll  of  the  great  Men  famed  for  Learning 
amongH  us.  This  I  fay,  not  to  leffen  their  Reputation, 
or  raife  my  own,  but  out  of  a  Defire  to  heighten  that 
of  my  Country  ;  by  (hewing  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this 

Iiland  have  always  been,  what  I  hope  they  always  will 
be,  Lords  of  the  Seas  which  furround  it. 

The  firfi  Naval  Expedition,  celebrated  by  Britijh  Writ¬ 
ers,  is  that  of  the  planting  this  Iiland  by  Brito  y  or 
Brute ,  %  of  which  there  is  a  large,  and,  in  many  of  its 
Circum fiances,  no  doubt,  a  fabulous  Account  in  Mon¬ 
mouth  1 ;  but  that  the  Story  had  a  Ground  of  Truth,  may 
be  eafily  proved.  That  this  Iiland  was  inhabited  as  early 
as  this  Expedition  is  placed,  appears  from  the  Trade  of 
the  PhenicianSy  and  from  its  Populoufnefs  at  the  Time 

of 


hMare  CLaufum  Lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  *  A.  A.  C.  1195.  1  Hift. 
Brit.  lib.  u  Alured,  Beverh  Annal.  lib.  i.  p.  10,  11,  12. 
Ric.  Viti.  Hilt.  Brit.  lib.  i. 
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of  Ccefar's  Invafion.  That  the  Story  of  Brute  was  no 
Invention  of  Geoffrey 's,  is  clear,  from  our  having  the  fame 
Account  in  Henry  of  k  Huntingdon ,  who  did  not  bor¬ 
row  from  him;  and  in  Giraldus  Camhrenfis J,  who,  though 
he  condemns  the  Britijh  Hiftory  publifhed  by  Monmouth , 
yet  in  the  fame  Breath  afferts  the  Story  of  Brute ;  and, 
which  is  Hill  more  to  the  purpofe,  from  the  Authority  of 
Saxon  Writers,  whofe  Teftimony,  in  this  Cafe*  is  of  un- 
queftioned  Credit.  As  to  the  Objection,  that  foreign 
Writers  knew  nothing  of  this,  it  may  in  fome  meafure 
be  removed,  by  obferving  that,  as  they  give  very  bad 
Accounts  of  their  own  Original,  we  need  not  either 
wonder  at,  or  regret,  their  giving  none  of  ours.  Befides 
this,  Ammianus  m  takes  Notice,  that  part  of  the  flying 
Trojans  landed  in  Gaul)  whence,  our  antient  Hiftory 
fays,  they  came  hither.  If  fo,  then  they  poffefTed  this 
Hand  in  Right  of  their  Nava!  Power ;  which  Dominion, 
as  it  began  in  them,  fo  it  fhall  be  our  principal  Bufinefs 
to  fhewT  it  has  never  been  loft  fince. 

One  of  the  moft  early  Exploits  after  this,  was  that 
of  King  Belinus n,  who  is  faid  to  have  taken  the  King 
of  Denmark  Prifoner,  and  to  have  obliged  him  to  be¬ 
come  Tributary.  Afterwards,  +  palling  with  his  Brother 
Brennus  into  Gaul ,  they  with  the  joynt  Forces  of  that. 
Country,  and  their  own,  invaded  Italy)  and  lacked 
Rome  ;  J  after  which,  Belinus  returned  Home,  and  reign¬ 
ed  here  with  great  Glory.  That  this  Story  is  liable  to 
fome  Exceptions muft  be  owned;  and,  indeed,  what  Hif- 

B  3  lory 

k  Proem.  Hift.  et  in  Epift.  ad  Guarin.  1  Cambria  Defcnp* 
tio,  cap  7.  apod  Camden.  Angl.  Norman.  &c.  m  Hift.  Ii.b.  xv. 
n  Gal.  Mon.  Hift.  Brit,  lib  iii.  Cap.  2.  Alured.  Beverl.  Lib.  L 
p.  16.  Vit.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  +  A.  A.  C.  388.  f  A.  A,  C,  387. 
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tory  of  fo  great  Antiquity  is  not  ?  But  that  it  is  not  al¬ 
together  improbable,  appears  from  hence;  that  Paufanias* *, 
a  learned  Greek  Author,  fpeaking  of  the  Expedition  of 
the  Gauls  under  Brennus  into  Greece ,  fays,  that  they 
called  their  Order  of  cjrawing  up  Squadrons  of  Horfe, 
three  in  Front,  Trimarchia ,  which  is  pure  Britifh ;  for 
2r/,  in  that  Language,  lignifies  three,  and  March ,  a 
Horfe.  Gorguntius  ?,  the  Son  of  Belinus ,  attacked  the 
King  of  Denmark ,  (which  muft  have  been  by  Sea)  flew 
him,  and  conquered  his  Country*.  Thefe  were  the 
Exploits  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southern  Part  of  the 
Ifle.  As  for  the  Scats,  they  appear  to  have  had  a  very 
conliderable  Naval  Force,  whereby  they  held  in  Sub¬ 
jection  all  the  adjacent  Ifles,  long  before  the  coming  of 
Cafar. 

The  Commerce  of  the  Britons  could  not  but  be 
very  confiderable,  even  in  thefe  early  Times;  for,  befides 
the  Trade  they  drove  with  the  Carthaginians  *  in  the 
Weftern  Part  of  the  Ifland,  they  alfo  trafficked  with  the 
Northern  Nations,  as  appears  by  the  Flight  of  Brennus r, 
when  he  quarreled  with  his  Brother,  to  a  King  of  Nor - 
way ;  for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  he  would  retire  to  an 
abfolute  Stranger  ;  or,  if  he  had,  that  he  fhould  fo  foon 
return  with  a  potent  Fleet.  Their  Intercourfe  with  all 
the  Maritime  Provinces  of  Gaul ,  is  indifputable ;  nor  is 
it  a  light  Argument  of  their  perfeft  Acquaintance  with 
the  Arts  and  Sciences  then  known,  that  the  Youth  of 
thofe  Provinces  were  fent  hither  for  Inftru&ion.  But 
what  is  moft  to  our  Purpofe,  and  which  clearly  demon- 

fixates 


°  Lib.  x.  p  Hid.  Brit.  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.  *  A.  A.  C  375. 

*  Strabo  Geog.  lib.  i.  r  Hift.  Brit.  hb.  iii.  cap.  2. 
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flrates  that,  at  this  Time,  they  had  the  Dominion  of 
their  own  Seas  in  the  moft  abfolute  Degree,  is  what 
Ccefar  s  himfelf  fays,  viz.  That  he  could  get  no  In¬ 
formation  concerning  the  Country,  or  Ports,  of  Britain ; 
becaufe  the  Inhabitants  permitted  none  but  Merchants  to 
vifit  their  Ifle,  and  even  reftrained  thofe  from  travel¬ 
ing  up  into  the  Country.  The  impofing  fuch  Rules, 
fhews  the  Power  of  which  they  were  then  poflefled. 

I  t  is  indeed  objected,  that  Cafar 1  and  other  ancient 
Authors  fpeafc  but  in  mean  Terms  of  the  BritiJJ)  Vef- 
fels,  telling  us,  they  were  made  of  Wicker  covered 
with  Hides,  which,  therefore,  were  very  unfit  to  have 
oppofed  the  Roman  Fleet ;  and  this  they  fuppofe  to  be 
the  Reafon,  that  the  Britons  never  allayed  to  grapple 
with  the  Romans  at  Sea.  There  is,  however,  nothing 
folid  in  this  for  one  of  the  Reafons  why  Cafar  inclined 
to  attack  Britain ,  was,  becaufe  it's  Inhabitants  fuccoured 
the  Gauls  both  by  Land  and  Sea;  the  Fleets,  therefore* 
that  they  fent  for  this  purpofe,  were  certainly  flout 
Ships,  and  not  the  leathern  Boats  which  they  ufed  in  Fifli- 
ing  on  their  own  Coafts,  and  to  the  Ufe  of  which  the 
Romans  afterwards  confined  them.  The  true  Caufe 
why  they  did  not  oppofe  the  Romans  by  Sea,  was  the 
Lofs  of  the  beft  Part  of  their  Fleet  before,  which  they 
had  fent  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Veneti u.  As  for  the 
Scots  w,  they  were  engaged  in  reducing  the  Ifles,  which 
a  little  before  had  thrown  off  their  Yoke,  as  their  own 
Hiftorian  tells  us  j  and,  after  all,  Gildas  *  feverely  refiefts 

B  4  upon 


» De  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  iv.  *  De  Bello  Civil,  lib.  i.  cap  r, 
Solin.  Polyhift.  cap.  35.  Lucan  Pharfal.  lib.  iv.  “  Seldcn 
Mare  Claufum  lib.  ii.  cap  2.  w  Johan,  de  Fordtro.  Scotichrcm 
lib.  ii.  cap.  14.  *Epift.  de  Excidio  Bmaa 
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upon  this  very  Circumftance  of  their  not  drawing  to--. 
g<.thei  a  fleet ;  which  would  have  been  abfolutely  abfurd, 
if  he  had  known  the  Britons  at  that  Time  had  no  Ships 
of  War.  To  fum  up  all,  Cafar’s  r  own  Relation  is 
Sufficient  to  fhew  that  there  is  nothing  preffing  in  this 
Objection ;  but  that  the  Britons  made  fuch  a  Defence  as 

their  Circumftances  would  allow,  and  the  Nature  of  his 
Attempt  required. 

This  Expedition  of  CaJlaB s  may  feem  to  fall  with¬ 
out  the  Limits  of  this  Work,  fince  they  contended 
w  ith  him  not  at  Sea,  but  on  Shore.  It  was,  however,  a 
IS  aval  expedition  on  hisSide,and  undertakenchieflyfor  the 
fake  of  fecuring  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  to  the  Romans : 
wherefore  I  conceive  it  will  not  be  thought  an  unjufti- 
fiable  Digreffion  in  me,  to  touch  on  feme  remarkable 
Circumftances.  Cczfav  s  fint  Expedition  p  was  with  a 
Fleet  of  eighty  Ships,  and  a  few  Gajlies,  on  board  of 
wnich  he  embark  d  two  Legions2,  fie  attempted  to 
land  on  the  oppofite  Coaft  of  Kent ,  where  he  found  a 
Britifh  Army  ready  to  receive  him,  who  performed  their 
Parts  fo  well,  that  even  thefe  Roman  Veterans  were  a* 
ftonifhed,  and  for  the  firft  T  ime  betrayed  a  UiJlike  to 
fighting .  whence  wre  may  juftly  infer  that  this  was  not 
%he  hi  ft  Fime  the  Britons  had  to  do  with  Invaders*, 
The  Emperor  a  Julian ,  a  Writer  of  diftinguifhed  Parts, 
intioduces  Julius  as  leaping  firft  from  his  Ship  to  en¬ 
courage  his  fritted  Soldiers;  but  Ca/ajr  himfelf  tells 
uo,  that  it  was  the  Standard-bearer  of  the  tenth  Legion, 

who 


y  Dc  Bello  Gallic?,  lib.  m 
lib.  iy.  cap.  i.  Vit.  Hift  L 
lib.  v,  a  Cxfar,  ib, 


I  A*  A,  C.  52.  2  Mill  Britan, 
ib.  iv.  CH  de  Bello  Gallic?, 
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V/ho,  by  this  defperate  A&ion,  encouraged  the  Army  to 
gain  the  Shore,  from  which,  with  much  ado,  they  drove 
the  Britijh  Inhabitants  b.  After  this,  Cafar  encamped  on 
Barham-Downs ,  where  he  waited  a  Supply  ;  in  which, 
meeting  with  fome  Difappointment,  the  Britons  again 
gave  him  Battel,  and,  as  he  owns,  were  repulfed  with 
Difficulty  enough';  infomuch  that,  when  he  had  repair¬ 
ed  his  Fleet,  he  judged  it  the  wifefl  Thing  he  could  do 
to  return  to  Gauly  which  accordingly  he  did,  embarking 
his  Forces  at  Midnight0.  Happy  had  it  been  for  the 
Britons ,  if,  after  fo  glorious  a  Conteft.for  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  their  Freedom,  they  had  concerted  proper 
Meafures  for  giving  him  as  good  a  Reception,  in  cafe  of 
his  coming  again  ;  but  they  were  deficient  in  Difcretion, 
though  not  in  Valour,  and  quarreling  amongft  them- 
felves,  Mandubratius ,  a  Traitor  to  his  Country,  fled 
to  Gauly  in  order  to  invite  his  Return.  d 

C/ESAR  was  at  that  Time  at  Rome ;  but  his  Lieu¬ 
tenants  in  Gaul  were  providing  a  Navy  according  to 
his  Directions,  which  confilted  of  no  lefs  than  eight 
hundred  Sail,  on  Board  of  which,  wThen  he  came  back* 
Ctffar  embark’d  a  numerous  Army  for  Britain.  He 
landed  again  in  Kent% ,  without  meeting  any.  Refiftance  % 
the  Britons  being  altonifhed  at  the  Sight  of  ten  times 
the  Force  with  which  they  had  before  contefled.  The 
Romans  marched  as  far  as  the  River  Stour e where,  in  a 
fliort  Space,  the  Britijh  Monarch  Cajivallan  engaged  them 
with  a  formidable  Army,  In  this  Battel,  the  Romans 

forced 
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b  Lasf  ce  Bell.  Gall.  lib.  iv.  c.  2-.  Hill.  Britan,  lib.  iv. 
cap.  3.  c  De  Bell.  Gall.  lib.  v.  flift.  Britan,  lib.  iv.  cap  r.  De 
Bell.  Gall.  Hilt,  lib .  v.  Britan,  lib.  iv.  cap.  7,  3.  +  A.  A.  C.  51. 
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forced  their  Enemies  to  retreat  ;  but  in  the  Evenings  the 
Britons  boldly  attacked  the  Roman  Camp,  and,  when  they 
found  themfelves  unable  to  keep  it,  charged  quite  through 
the  Forces  appointed  to  defend  it,  and  recovered  their 
Faftnefles.  Cczfar  marching  forward  towards  the  Thames, 
Cafivallan  caufed  the  Ford  where  he  was  to  pais,  to 
be  ituck  full  of  fharp  Stakes,  remaining  with  his  Army 
on  the  oppofite  Shore,  in  order  to  have  taken  Advantage 
of  that  Confufion  this  Contrivance  muft  have  occa- 
iioned  ;  but  the  Defign  was  betrayed,  and  Cafar  paft 
fomewhat  higher.  The  Place,  however,  retains  the 
Name  of  Coway  Stakes,  near  Oatlands ,  and  is  another 
Proof  that  the  Britons  knew  how  to  fight  by  Land  and 
by  Water.  After  this,  Cafwallan  managed  the  War 
without  fighting  fet  Battels,  ’till  C<zfar  ftormed  his  Capi¬ 
tal,  which  is  thought  to  have  been  Verulam,  near  St. 
Alban's,  and  that  fome  of  the  Britijh  Princes  fubmitted 
to  Crcfar ,  when  he  alfo  thought  proper  to  make  Terms ; 
c  which  Cafar  readily  granted  him,  that  he  might  be  rid 
of  this  Bufinefs  with  Honour,  which,  if  we  believe  his 
own  Commentaries,  he  affe&ed  ;  but  we  know  that 
Afinius  Pollio  faid  of  thofe  Memoirs,  that  they  were 
written  with  little  Accuracy,  and  fmall  Regard  to  Truth; 
and  Suetonius f,  as  to  this  particular  Adlion,  tells  us,  that 
he  was  fairly  beaten  by  the  Britons  s ;  which  may 
derive  fome  Credit  to  what  their  Hiftories  fay  of  this 
Matter. 

On 
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On  his  Return  to  Rome ,  Cafar  confecrated  to  Venus 

\  1 

a  Military  Ornament,  embroidered  with  Britijb  Pearl  h, 
a  Circumftance  flight  in  Appearance,  but  of  Confe- 
quence  to  my  Purpofe,  flnce  by  this  Confecration  it  is 
intimated,  that  Cafar  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  Domi¬ 
nion  of  the  Sea ;  whence  Vincula  dare  Oceano9  to  give 
Laws  to  the  Ocean,  and  Britannos  fubjugare,  to  fubdue 
the  Britons ,  became  convertible  Terms  with  fubfequent 
Authors,  who  all  endeavour  to  place  Cafar's  Britijb 
Expedition  in  this  Light  \ 

AUGUSTUS ,  when  he  had  fettled  the  Empire, 
thought  of  paying  this  Ifland  a  Vifit  *,  but  arriving  in 
Gaul9  he  there  heard  of  the  Revolt  of  the  Pannonians , 
which  obliged  him  to  change  his  Defign  k.  Seven 
Years  after,  however,  he  refumed  it,  and  came  again  in¬ 
to  Gaul9  where  Embafladors  from  Britain  met  him  ; 
and,  on  their  promifing  to  pay  him  Tribute,  he  defifted  a 
fecond  Time  f .  Finding,  next  Year,  that  they  did  not 
keep  their  Words,  he  prepared  a  third  Time  for  the  In* 
vafion  of  Britain ;  but  the  Inhabitants  prevented  him, 
by  fending  Embafladors,  who  offered  in  the  Capitol,  fa- 
crificed  to  the  Roman  Gods,  fwore  Obedience  in  the 
Temple  of  Mars ,  promifed  to  pay  Tribute  duly  ;  and, 
which  is  more  to  our  Purpofe,  undertook  to  yield  cer¬ 
tain  Duties  for  the  Goods  by  them  exported :  which  is 

a  plain  Indication,  that  the  Romans  chiefly  fought  an 

* 

Acknowledgment  of  Naval  Dominion,  or  Superiority 
at  Sea  K  During  the  Reign  of  Tiberius ,  the  Britons 

kept 
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int.  Oper.  Tom.  iv.  *  A.  A.  D.  1.  k  Hor,  Carm.  lib.  I. 
Od.  35.  •(*  A.  C.  8.  1  Langhorne’s  Introduction  to  the  Hif- 
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kept  fair  with  the  Romans ,  by  their  Prudence  in  this 
Particular ;  for  when  fome  of  the  Soldiers  of  German /- 
tus  had  been  wrecked  on  their  Coaft,  they  not  only  re¬ 
ceived  them  kindly,  but  fent  them  back  to  him  fafely. 
Thus  thefe  wife  Emperors  maintained  the  Reputation  of 
the  Roman  Power,  without  running  any  further  Ha¬ 
zards  againft  a  People  tenacious  of  Liberty,  and  yet 
ufeful  as  Allies  m. 

The  Felicity  of  this  Country  was  then,  as  indeed 
it  generally  is,  owing  to  the  Wifdom,  Courage,  and 
public  Spirit  of  its  Prince.  The  Name  of  this  excel¬ 
lent  Monarch  was  Cunobeline ,  who  reigned  many  Years, 
and  with  great  Reputation  ;  but  in  the  latter  Part  of  his 
Life,  there  fell  out  a  Misfortune  in  his  Family,  which 
proved  fatal  to  his  Subjects.  One  of  his  Sons,  whom 
the  Latin  Writers  call  Adminius ,  behaved  fo  ill,  that  his 
Father  was  obliged  to  banifh  him ;  and  he,  like  an  aban¬ 
doned  Traitor,  repaired  t o  Caligula ^  who  had  fucceeded 
Tiberius  in  the  Empire,  and  excited  him  to  invade  his 
Country  in  his  Quarrel  n.  Nothing  could  be  more 
welcome  to  that  vain,  and  yet  pufillanimous,  Prince, 
than  this  Application ;  he,  therefore,  made  luch  Prepara¬ 
tions,  as  if,  he  really  intended  to  fubdue  the  whole 
Iiland*  But  weighing  with  himfelf  the  Danger  of  fuch 
an  Enterprize,  he  refolved  to  content  himfelf  with,  an 
imaginary  Conqueft.  Fie  fent  the  Letters  of  Adminius 
to  the  Roman  Senate,  as  Teftimonies  of  the  Submiilion 
of  the  Britons  ;  he  built  a  mighty  Watch-Tower  upon 
the  CoaH  fronting  Norfolk ,  as  a  Monument  of  his  pre- 

i  tended 
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tended  Subjugation  of  the  Britons ,  which,  in  after 
Times,  ferved  for  a  kind  of  Pharos ,  and  was  called  in 
the  Language  of  the  Natives  Britenhuis ,  i.  e.  Domus 
Britannica ,  the  Britijh  Houfe  ;  and,  to  compleat  all, 
he  drew  down  his  Army  to  the  Sea-Shore,  and  having 
difpofed  them  in  Battallia,  he  then  commanded  them 
to  fill  their  Helmets  with  Cockle,  and  other  Shells, 
calling  them  the  Spoils  of  the  Ocean,  due  to  the  Capi¬ 
tol,  and  to  the  Palace  °  5  which  Aft  of  his,  though  it 
fufhciently  fpoke  his  Vanity,  yet  it  demonftrates,  that 
the  Dominion  of  Britain  and  the  Empire  of  the 
Ocean  were  held  to  be  the  fame  Thing:  and  the 
greater  Caligula’s  Folly  was,  in  thus  arrogating  to  him- 
felf  a  Viftory  he  had  never  gained,  the  more  glorious 
we  mud  efteem  that  Conqueft  would  have  been,  the  very 
Notion  of  which  made  him  fo  vain.  Cunobeline  did 
not  long  outlive  this  Emperor  5  yet  he  was  fo  happy  as 
to  die  before  the  Romans  fet  foot  again  in  Britain . 

H  e  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son,  whom  the  Britijh 
Writers  ftile  Gwydyr  p,  a  brave  and  generous  Prince,  of 
whom  the  Latin  Hiitorians  fay  nothing  ;  becaufe  the 
Romans  gained  no  great  Honour  by  their  Wars  again  ft 
him.  He,  in  the  very  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  refufed 
to  pay  them  Tribute,  becaufe  fome  Britijh  Fugitives, 

who  fled  to  the  Romans ,  had  not  been  delivered  up  $ 

/ 

which  (hews  that  the  Britons  were  incapable  of  bear- 

7 

ing  Injuries,  even  from  the  Lords  of  the  World.  A- 
mong  thefe  Fugitives,  there  was  one  Bericus ,  a  Man 
of  Parts,  but  a  Traitor  5  he  encouraged  the  Emperor 
Claudius  to  think  of  invading  and  conquering  Britain  q. 

Ac- 
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Accordingly  he  fent  over  his  Lieutenants,  who  began 
and  profecuted  the  War  with  Succefs,  and  afterwards 
crofting  the  Sea  himfelf,  fubdued  a  great  Part  of  South- 
Britain*,  through  the  Valour  of  his  Legions,  and  the 
inteftine  Divifions  of  the  Britons ,  who,  had  they  been 
united,  would  undoubtedly  have  compelled  him  to 
have  quitted  the  Ifland  For  this  Conqueft  the  Em- 
peior  triumphed,  and  his  Lieutenant  A .  Plautius  was 
allowed  an  Ovation.  On  Account  of  this  Victory  he 
was  complimented  by  the  Poets  of  his  Time,  as  the 
Conqueror  of  the  Ocean,  and  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Sea.  Suetonius 3  tells  us,  that  among  the  Spoils  of  his 
Enemies,  he  placed  a  Naval  Crown  by  the  Civic,  in 
Teftimony  of  his  having  vanquifhed  the  Ocean ;  and 
Seneca  the  Tragedian  celebrates  this  Vi&ory  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Lines : c 

En,  qui  Britannis  primus  impofuit  Jugum, 

Ignota  tantis  Claffibus  texit  freta. 

By  him  firjl  vanquijh'd, ,  were  the  Britons  Jhewn, 

And  Roman  Navies  fail'd  thro'  Seas  unknown • 

Yet  we  muft  not  fuppofe,  notwithftanding  thefe 
pompous  Marks  of  Conqueft,  that  the  Britons  were  ab¬ 
solutely  fubdued;  the  contrary  of  this  appears  plainly 
from  the  Britifh  Hiftories ;  and,  not  obfcurely,  even 
from  the  Roman  Writers.  Arviragus ,  who  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  youngeft  Son  of  Cunobeline,  inherited 

the 
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the  Virtue  as  well  as  the  Dominions  of  his  Father,  and 
after  long  handling  the  Romans  as  an  Enemy,  con- 
fented  at  laft,  upon  honourable  Terms,  to  become  their 
Friend.  That  this  Martial  Monarch  had  rendered 
himfelf  exceedingly  formidable  to  Rome ,  might,  if  all 
other  Proofs  of  it  were  loft,  be  deduced  from  the 
following  Paflage  in  Juvenal ,  where,  bitterly  inveigh¬ 
ing  againft  the  Gluttony  of  Domitian ,  he  introduces 
one  predicting,  from  the  taking  of  an  overgrown 
Turbot", 

Regem  aliquem  capies,  aut  de  temone  Britanno 
Excidet  Arviragus.— > 


Some  mighty  King  thou  Jhalt  a  Captive  male , 

On  Britain’*  Throne  Arviragus  J, hall  Jhake., 

The  Irony  of  this  Paflage  could  not  have  been  (harp 
or  cutting,  if  this  Britijh  King  had  not  been  a  very  po* 
tent  Prince,  and  one  whofe  Reputation  was  thoroughly 
cftabliihed,  and  generally  known. 

Thus  are  we  imperceptibly  fallen  as  low  as  the 
Reign  of  Domitian ;  and,  indeed,  there  is  nothing  re- 
markable  enough  to  oblige  us  to  return  to  the  Mention  of 
thofe  Reigns,  which  intervene  between  his  and  that  of 
Claudius.  The  glorious  Enterprize  of  Roadicea,  who, 
in  the  Time  of  Nero,  attempted  and  almoft  atchieved 
the  diiving  of  the  Romans  out  of  Britain ,  having  no 
Relation  to  Maritime  Affairs,  falls  no  Way  within  my 

Province, 


"  S«-  lv-  Hid-  Britan,  lib.  iv.  cap.  j4.  Vit.  Hilt,  lib  i, 
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Province.  Under  the  Reign  of  Vefpafian,  who  had 
himfelf  commanded  with  great  Reputation  in  this 
Illand  vv,  f uliics  t  Agricola \  was  fent  General  into  Bri¬ 
tain  He  was  a  wife  Governor,  as  well  as  an  excel¬ 
lent  Ofncei,  lignalized  himfelf  in  the  beginning  of  his 
•Adminiftration,  by  theRedudion  of  Mona ,  or  Anglefey, 
x  by  the  Affiftance,  however,  of  Britijb  Troops,  who 
palTed  the  narrow  Arm  of  the  Sea,  which  divides  that 
Mand  fiom  Britain  on  Horleback;  and  thereby  furprized 
the  Inhabitants,  fo  that  they  were  vanquifhed  rather  by 
Fear  than  by  Force.  Under  the  Reign  of  Titus ,  Agricola 
projected  a  noble  Scheme;  that  of  fixing  the  Boundsof 
the  Roman  Empire  in  Britain ,  and  fecuring  its  Subjeds 
from  the  Inroads  of  the  barbarous  Nations  inhabiting 
the  Northern  Part  of  the  liland.  t  I  fpeak  this  in  Con¬ 
formity  to  the  Language  of  the  Authors,  from  whole 
Authority  I  write ;  and  not  with  any  Intention  of  ble- 
3iiifhing  the  Reputation  of  thofe  gallant  People,  who 
fo  worthily  defended  their  Liberty  again#  the  Romans . 
Jn  the  Profecution  of  this  Defgn,  Agricola  advanced 
farther  North  than  "any  of  his  Predeceilors  had  done  f  ; 
and  obferving,  that  two  Arms  of  the  Sea,  almoft  cut 
'in'  funder  one  Part  of  the  Ifland  from  the  other,  he  re- 
folved  to  fortify  this  Peninfula ,  and  thereby  fhut  out 
the  Scots,  and  Pills,  which  he  accordingly  performed z. 
In  the  Latin  Tongue,  thefe  Arms  of  the  Sea  are  called 
Glut  a  and  Bodotria  ;  which  moll  of  our  Writers  ren¬ 
der  the  Friths  of  Dunbritton  and  Edinburgh ;  but  they 
are  with  greater  Propriety  filled  the  Friths  of  Clyde 
and  of  Forth . 

Having 
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Having  thus  fecured  the  Roman  Province  from  all 
•Danger,  he  began  to  make  the  neceffary  Difpofitions  for 
invading  Ireland,  as  well  as  for  examining  and  fubduing 
the  remaining  Part  of  Britain.  With  this  View  he  fit¬ 
ted  out  a  confiderable  Fleet,  and  ordered  it  to  fail  North¬ 
wards,  looking  into  all  the  Creeks  and  Bays,  in  order  to 
gain  an  exaft  Knowledge  of  the  Coaft,  while  himfelf  and 
the  Army  marched  forward  by  Land.  This  exceeding¬ 
ly  alarmed  the  Northern  Nations,  who,  as  the  Reman 
"VVriters  obferve,  gave  all  for  loft,  now  the  Secret  of 
their  Seas  was  difcovered.  The  Caledonians  defended 
them  (elves  with  great  Obftinacy  againft  Agricola,  but 
with  indifferent  Succefs ;  and,  in  the  mean  Time,  were 
terribly  harafled  by  the  Fleet,  which  put  now  into  one 
Port,  then  into  another,  and  at  length  furrounded  the 
Iiland,  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  a  Roman  Authors, 
fubdued  the  Orcades,  or  Blands  of  Orkney.  *  However, 
it  is  certain,  that  after  having  completed  their  Defign, 
this  Navy  returned  to  the  Portus  Trumlenfis,  or,  as&  it 
ought  rather  to  be  read,  Rutupenfis,  which  is  conceived  to 
be  Richborougb,  next  Sandwich.  This  Expedition  gained 
great  Honour  to  Julius  Agricola,  and  was  looked  up-  • 
on,  in  thofe  Days,  as  a  moll  heroic  Aft ;  the  Boundaries 
of  Britain  being  efteemed,  by  the  Romans,  the  utmofl 
Limits  of  the  World,  as  appears  plainly  from  the  Ac¬ 
counts  we  have  in  Tacitus  :  and  if  any  Doubts  remain  as 
to  his  Impartiality,  fince  Agricola  was  his  near  Relation 

we  may  put  the  Faft  out  of  Difpute,  by  citing  wha’t 
Juvenal  fays  on  the  fame  Topick.  b 
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~ — —  Arma  quidem  ultra 

Littora  Juvernse  promovimus,  et  modo  captas 

Orcadas,  ac  minima  contentos  node  Brittannos* 

JVe  Fame  beyond ,  Ju  verna  f  have  purfu'd^ 

And  ev'n  the  dijlant  Orkneys  have  fubdu'd  ; 

Our  Forces  ?iow  remotejl  Britons  fright , 

In  Northern  Climates  hardly  reach'd  by  Night . 

His  tory  informs  us,  that  this  Expedition  of  Agricola 
was  in  the  Summer,  which  accounts  for  the  laft  Line, 
fince  in  that  Seafon  the  Romans  certainly  found  the  Days 
very  long  in  the  Northern  Part  of  the  Ifle ;  whence  they 
concluded,  that  the  Inhabitants  were  content  with  a 
llender  Portion  of  Reft  :  which  feems  to  be  the  true 
Meaning  of  their  being  fatisfied  with  a  fhort  Night. 
The  Tyrant  Domitian  taking  Umbrage  at  the  great 
Exploits  of  this  excellent  Perfon,  recalled  him  to  Ro?ne? 
and  there  took  him  off  by  Poifon. c 

Under  the  Reigns  of  the  fucceeding  Emperors, 
Nerva  and  Trajany  there  happened  little  of  Confe quence 
in  this  Ifland  ;  but  the  Emperor  Adrian ,  who  fucceeded 
Trajan ,  underftanding  that  the  Northern  Nations  made 
frequent  Incurfions  into  the  Roman  Province,  came 
over  hither ;  and,  after  gaining  frequent  Advantages  over 
them,  he  refolved  to  take  the  fame  Method  which  A~ 
gricola  had  formerly  done,  of  bounding  the  Province 
by  a  Wall,  or  Military  Entrenchment ;  which  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  call  up,  and,  as  the  Manner  of  thofe  Times 

was, 
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was,  ftrongly  fortified  it.  f  This 1  Wall  is  faid  to  have 
extended  about  eighty  Italian  Miles,  from  Eden  in  Cum¬ 
berland  to  Tyne  in  Northumberland ;  though  others  fay, 
it  was  from  Gabrofentum ,  now  Gatejhead,  or  Gatefend ,  in 
the  Bilhoprick  of  Durham ,  to  CarliJIe,  thereby  abandon¬ 
ing  a  T rad  of  Country,  feventy  Miles  long  and  a  hundred 
and  forty  broad,  to  the  Scots  and  Pitts ;  yet  on  his 
Return  to  Rome ,  he  caufed  a  new  Coin  to  be  llruck, 
whereon  he  is  ftiled  the  Reftorer  of  Britain  d.  In  the 
Reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  one  Lollius  UrbMts,  aded  ss 
his  Lieutenant  in  Britain,  who  was  very  fuccefsful  in 
his  Wars  againft  the  Northern  Nations,  e  and  who  ha¬ 
ving  driven  them  beyond  the  Friths  of  Clyde  and  Forth, 
re-edified  Agricola's  Wall,  and  reftored  the  Roman  Pro¬ 
vince  to  its  full  Extent.  %  About  this  Time,  Sejus  Sa- 
turmnus  was  Archigubernus  of  the  Roman  Fleet  here,  f 
but  whether  we  are  to  underhand  thereby,  that  he  was 
Admiral,  or  Aich-Pilot,  isdoubtiul.  In  fucceeuing  Times, 
the  Scots  and  Pi  els  recovered  the  Country  they  had  loft, 
and  gained  fo  many  Advantages  over  the  Romans,  that 
the  Emperor  Severus  came  over  in  Perfon,  and  with  in¬ 
finite  Difficulty,  repulfed  thefe  Invaders,  *  lofing  no  lets 
than  fifty  Thoufand  Men  in  the.  War 5  and  at  laft  was 
content  to  re-edify  Adrian's  Wall,  which  he  fortified 
with  ftrong  Towers  or  Bulwarks,  afiuming  thereupon, 
the  Surname  of  Britannicus  Maximus  s.  He  died  at  York, 
and,  his  Body  being  burnt  at  Ackham ,  there  is  ftill  to  be 


C  2 


feen 


l  A.  D.  123.  J  Lio.  Iiift.  lib.  lxix.  Spartian.  in  vit 

Adnan.  cap.  2.  Bed.  lib.  , .  cap.  «  Jul.  Capitolin.  in  vt 

J  ,A;,.D-  ‘  Pandeft.  lib.  xlyi.  tit.  ad  Senatus- 

fn  e  .  rrervlk,”‘  A-,D-  2I°-  s  Herod,  lib.  iii.  Spartian. 
in  bevero.  Dio.  Hi  It  or.  lib.  ixxvi. 


2to  NAVAL  BISTORT 

feen  a  great  Mount  of  Earth  raifed  upon  that  Occafion, 
and  called  by  the  Inhabitants,  Sever's  Hill.  h 

I  n  the  fucceeding  Diffractions  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
Britain ,  like  the  reft  of  it?s  Provinces,  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  various  Mailers,  ftiled  by  their  own  Party, 
Emperors,  and  by  the  reft  of  the  World,  Tyrants-' 
Amongft  thefe,  there  is  one  who  deferves  to  be  remem- 
bred  in  this  Hiflory ;  ftnce,  how  bad  foever  his  Title 
might  be,  he  made  a  good  Prince  to  the  Britons ,  and, 
which  is  ftill  more  to  our  Purpofe,  carried  the  Maritime 
Power  qf  this  Country  fo  high,  as  not  only  to  vindicate 
his  own  Independency,  but  alfo  to  ftrike  a  Terror  into 
the  whole  Roman  Empire.  It  is  true,  many  Hiftcrians 
treat  him  as  a  notorious  Ufurper,  wffich  feems  to  be 
a  little  hard ;  fince  thofe  they  flile  Emperors  had  no  other 
Title  than  what  they  derived  from  Fighting  on  Land, 
which  feems  to  afford  him  fome  Colour  of  Right,  in 
virtue  of  his  Power  by  Sea.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  his 
Story  is  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  the  Britons  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  Provinces  were,  at  this  Time,  remarkable  for  their 
Skill  in  Naval  Affairs,  and  were  able  to  fet  out  fuch 
Fleets  as  made  them  terrible  to  their  Neighbours. 

D 10 CLES 1 A N  and  Maximian  having  {hared  the 
Empire  between  them,  the  latter,  who  poffeffed  theWef- 
tern  Parts,  finding  the  Coafls  much  haraffed  by  Pyrates 
of  feveral  Nations,  but  chiefly  Saxons  and  Franks , 
made  Choice  of  one  *  Cains  Carauftus ,  a  Man  of 
known  Valour,  to  command  the  Roman  Fleet,  for 

fcouring 


h  Vit.  H'ff  lib.  v.  Orof.  Lib.  vii-  cap.  17.  Eutropius  lib. 
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fcouring  the  Seas.  1  Moll  Writers  fay,  that  this  Man 
was  a  Menapian  by  Birth,  and  of  very  mean  Defcent: 
certain  Scotijh  Authors  claim  him  for  their  Countryman, 
k  and  with  great  Appearance  of  Truth.  This  Charge 
he  executed  with  equal  Courage  and  Conduct ;  but,  as 
the  Roman  Kiftorians  fay,  not  fo  honourably  as  he 
ought:  yet,  it  we  conlider  his  future  A&ions,  and  that 
thefe  Writers  were  the  Creatures  of  the  Emperors  again# 
whom  he  fought,  we  may  fafely  doubt,  whether  the 
Character  they  give  Caraufius ,  ought  to  prejudice  him 
in  our  Opinions.  They  tell  us,  that,  inftead  of  chaftif- 
ing  the  Pyrates  as  he  ought,  he  too  frequently  admitted 
them  to  Compofition,  and  finding  this  Policy  difcovered, 
he  had  Recourfe  to  another,  negle&ing  to  take  them, 
till  they  had  enriched  themfelves  by  a  Multitude  of  Prizes, 
and  then  feizing  them  with  their  ill-got  Wealth  to  his 
own  Ufe.  Maximian  being  informed  of  thefe  Pra&ices, 
conceived  a  Sufpicion  of  his  intending  to  fet  up  for  him- 
felf ;  which  Scheme,  if  Caraufius  really  had  it  in  his 
Head,  he  furthered,  by  endeavouring  to  prevent  it. 
The  Method  he  took,  was,  by  commiffioning  a  Perfon 
to  aflaffinate  Caraufius :  which  failing,  this  punning  Com¬ 
mander  improved,  to  his  Advantage ;  for  croffing  with 
a  ftrong  Squadron  of  Ships  over  into  Britain ,  he  there 
perfuaded  a  great  Part  of  the  Roman  Army,  and  the 
the  Britons  in  general,  to  embrace  his  Party,  and  fo 
afiuming  the  Purple  Robe,  he  declared  hirnfelf  Emperor, 
and  maintained  that  Dignity  again#  all  the  Power  that 
his  Rivals  could  oppofe  him  with.  Refides  this  Illand, 

C  3  ‘  he 


1  Nennius  apud  Camden,  in  Rom.  Britan.  AureL  Vidor 
cap,  39,  k  Fordun  Scotiqhronicon,  lib.  ii.  cap,  38. 


* 


2*  N  A  V A  L  HISTORY. 

he  held  the  Port  of  G effort  arum ^  now  Bulloigne  in 
France ,  and  the  adjacent  CoaH,  whence  he  fo  haraffed 
Gaul,  Italy ,  and  Spain ,  by  his  Fleets,  that,  however 
averfe  Maximian  might  be  to  fuch  a  Partner,  he  was 
at  length  compelled  to  purchafe  Peace,  by  owning  this 
Man  for  Emperor  of  Britain  :  and  there  are  Hill  extant 
fome  of  his  Coins,  having  on  one  Side  his  Head,  with 
thislnfcription,  IMP,  CARAUSIUS.  P.  F.  AUG. 
On  the  Reverfe,  the  Portraitures  of  two  Emperors  joyn- 
ing  Hands,  alluding  to  this  Agreement  with  Maximian . 
This  Coin  is  of  Silver,  and  found  no  where  but  in 
Britain .  1 

However  he  acquired  the  Empire,  it  is  on  all 
Hands  agreed,  that  he  held  it  very  worthily;  for  he 
governed  the  Britons  with  great  JuHice  and  Equity, 
maintained  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  againft  all  Com¬ 
petitors,  with  much  Refoiution  :  and,  when  the  Northern 
Nations,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Scots  and  Bids,  began  to 
vex  his  Subjects  with  Incurfions,  he  made  War  upon 
them  ;  and,  having  beat  them  in  many  Engagements,  he 
recovered  all  that  the  Romans  had  ever  held  in  Britain , 
and,  as  fome  fay,  erected,  as  a  Mark  of  his  Conqueft, 
that  celebrated  Monument  of  Antiquity,  called  Arthur's 
Oven  ;  though  others  affirm  this  to  be  a  Temple  of  the 
God  Terminus ,  and  to  be  erected  by  another  Hand. 
When  he  had  thus  fignalized  his  Courage  and  Conduct 
at  thei  i  Ex  pence,  he  made  Peace  with  thefe  Nations, 
wifely  forefeeing  that  he  Ciould,  fometime  or  other.  Hand 
in  need  of  their  AfiiHance  againfl  the  Roman  Emperors, 

who 


1  Eutropius  liEr  ix.  Bed.  Hif.  lib.  i.  cap.  6.  Aurel,  Vidor, 
in  Qciarib.-  Speed's  Chronicle,  p.  254* 
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who  he  knew  waited  only  for  a  favourable  Opportunity 
of  exerting  their  Hatred  againft  him  m.  He  took  Care 
likewife  by  all  Means  poffible  to  increafe  his  Fleet ;  and, 
which  fhews  him  to  be  a  very  politic  Prince,  he  negotia¬ 
ted  a  Treaty  with  the  Franks ,  and  other  Nations,  who 
were  feated  on  the  Thracian  Bcfphorus ,  and  who  were 
become  famous  for  their  Power  at  Sea  ;  whereby  it  was 
flipulated,  that  they  fhould  fend  a  ftrong  Fleet  into 
the  Mediterranean ,  which  paffing  through  the  Streights 
of  Gihr alter ,  fhould  join  his  Navy  in  the  Britijh  Seas, 
and  adt  in  Conjunction  againft  the  Romans .  This,  cer¬ 
tainly,  is  a  TranfaCtion  worthy  of  being  recorded  in  our 
Naval  Hiftory ;  unlefs  we  hare  fo  far  loft  the  Spirit  of 
our  Anceftors,  as  to  be  proud  rather  of  being  Slaves  to 
Reme>  than  of  contefting  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea, 
with  that  haughty  People. 

The  Romans ,  juftly  alarmed  at  fo  formidable  a  Con¬ 
federacy,  which  in  an  Inftant  deprived  them  of  all  fafe 
Paflage  by  Sea,  began  to  provide  for  putting  a  fpeedy 
End  to  this  War.  In  order  to  this,  Conflantius  and 
Maximan  both  applied  themfelves  to  railing  Forces  by 
Sea  and  Land.  The  former  undertook  to  march  with 
an  Army  into  the  Territory  pofiefied  by  the  Enemy  in 
Gaul-y  while  the  latter,  from  the  Naval  Magazines  on  the 
Rhine ,  fitted  out  a  Fleet  of  a  Thoufand  Sail.  While 
this  was  doing,  Conflantius  befieged  Caraufius  in  Bui - 
loigne ,  who,  having  the  Sea  open,  defended  himfelf 
without  much  Trouble,  and  thereby  convinced  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  that,  while  he  held  this  Advantage,  their  Siege 

C  4  would 


m  Hi  ft.  Frit.  lib.  v.  cap.  3.  Vit.  Rift.  lib.  v.  FordunSco* 
tichroaicon,  lib.  ii.  cap.  37,  38,  39.  Bed.  hh,  i.  cap.  6, 
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U'ould  be  to  little  Purpofe.  But  Conjiantius  having 
lound  a  Way  to  block  up  the  Port  by  a  Work  of  a 
new  Contrivance  ;  Caraufius  had  no  Means  of  Safety 
]eft>  bu£  b>’  breaking  through  the  Roman  Camp,  which 
Mth  a  few  gallant  Followers,  he  performed  in  a  dark 
Night;  and,  embarking  in  a  fmall  Ship,  croffed  over  to 
Bntatn*  where  he  had  a  ftrong  Fleet,  and  a  powerful 
Army.  He  quickly  repented  of  this  wrong  Step,  when 
he  was  informed,  that  the  very  Night  after  his  Depar¬ 
ture,  the  Sea  had  carried  away  all  the  Works  of  the 
Romans,  and  left  the  Port  open.  The  next  Thing 
Conjiantius  did,  was  to  draw  together  all  the  Ships  that 
could  be  had  from  every  Part  of  his  Dominions ;  and, 
having  ftationed  ftrong  Squadrons  on  the  Coafts  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  Spain ,  and  Gaul ,  to  prevent  Caraufius  from  join¬ 
ing  his  Confederates,  he  failed  in  Perfon  with  the  reft 
of  his  Fleet,  through  the  Streightsof  Gibraltar, to  meet 
the  Franks,  whom  he  defeated  fo  absolutely,  and  pur- 
fured  his  Vidtory  fo  clofely,  that  there  was  not  a  Man 
of  them  left  In  the  mean  Time  Caraufius  employed 
his  Time  in  preparing  the  beft  he  could  for  the  Defence 
of  Britain  ■,  but  one  Alleclus,  a  confiderahle  Officer  in 
his  Service,  and  whom  he  had  always  treated  as  his  Bo- 
fom-F riend ;  fuppefing  that  his  Death  would  put  him 
in  PolTeffion  of  all  his  Power,  treacheroufly  murdered 
him,  when  he  had  reigned  feven  Years,  and  then  a f- 
fumed  the  Purple  *. 

This  Alleftus  was  for  from  having  either  the  Ca¬ 
pacity,  or  tne  Fortune,  ct  his  PredecelTors :  though  all 

\  . 
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our  Hiflorians  agree,  that  he  kept  his  Dominions  and 
his  Forces.  He  was  for  fome  Time  fuperior  in  Power 
at  Sea ;  but  he  employed  that  Superiority  rather  as  a 
Pyrate  than  as  a  Prince,  fending  out  his  Squadrons  to 
fpoil  the  adjacent  Coafts  of  Gaul,  and  to  interrupt  the 
Trade  of  all  the  Roman  Provinces.  Conjlantius  faw 
this  with  Impatience  ;  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  took  all 
the  neceffary  Precautions  for  putting  an  End  to  it.  At 
length,  he  found  himfelf  Itrong  enough  to  fight  Alleffus 
by  Sea ;  and  with  this  View,  failed  from  the  Coaft  of 
Gaul  towards  that  of  Britain.  Alleftus ,  with  an  Navy 
no  Way  inferior  to  his,  lay  then  at  the  Ip  of  Wight , 
whence  on  the  firft  Intelligence  of  the  Departure  of  the 
Roman  Fleet,  he  flood  to  Sea,  in  order  to  intercept  it ; 
but  it  fo  happened,  that  Conjlantius ,  by  means  of  a 
Fog,  patTed  him,  and  landed  fafely  in  Britain  ;  which 
he  had  no  fooner  done,  than,  from  a  Forefight  that  the 
Britijh  Fleet  would  infallibly  beat  his  in  a  fair  Sea-Fight, 
he  caufed  his  Ships  to  be  fet  on  Fire,  that  his  Soldiers 
might  have  no  Hopes  of  efcaping,  but  by  beating  their 
Enemies.  Alleftus  quickly  returned  to  Britain ,  and 
put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  fmall  Body  of  Troops; 
but  perceiving  that  the  Hearts  of  the  People  were  en¬ 
tirely  alienated  from  him,  and  that  he  was  thereby  be¬ 
come  inferior  on  Land  to  tfiofe  over  whom  he  had  a 
Superiority  at  Sea,  he  grew  in  a  manner  diftradled ; 
and,  engaging  rafhly  with  Afclepiodotus,  who  command¬ 
ed  a  Party  of  Roman  Troops,  his  Forces  were  routed, 
and  himfelf  having  thrown  away  his  Purple  Robe,  after 
a  defperate  Defence  was  /lain  *.  He  held  the  Empire, 

or 
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or  rather  bore  the  Title  of  Emperor,  about  three  Years: 
and  there  is  yet  extant  a  Gold  Coin,-  of  his  with  this 
Infcription,  IMP.  C.  ALECTUS.  P.  F,  AUG.  On 
the  Reverie,  SALUS  AUG  °.  He  feems  to  have  loft 
Iiimfelf  by  his  Raflinefs ;  for  he  certainly  fought  before 
the  main  Body  of  the  Troops  came  up.  Thefe  con- 

iifted  of  Foreigners  of  all  Nations,  drawn  to  his  Service 

/  , 

from  the  Hopes  of  Pay  ;  and  who,  as  foon  as  they  knew 
of  his  Misfortune,  refolved  to  fatisfy  their  Expectations* 
by  plundering  th ofe  they  came  to  preferve.  'With  this 
View  they  poffeffed  themfelves  of  London  ;  but,  as  they 
entered  the  City,  a  new  Mifchance  befell  them.  Part  of 
the  Roman  Army,  fevered  from  the  Grand  Fleet  at  Sea 
by  the  Milt  before  fpoken  of,  landed  at  the  Mouth  of 
the  Thames ,  and  entered  the  City  immediately  after 
them.  Upon  this  an  Engagement  enfued,  wherein 
the  Foreigners  were  defeated,  and  cut  to  Pieces;  their 
Commander,  whofe  Name  was  G alius ,  endeavouring 
to  fave  himfelf  by  Flight,  was  pufhed  into  and  drowned 
in  a  little  Brook,  called  from  thence  in  the  Britijh 
Tongue,  Nant-Gall ,  and  by  the  Saxons ,  IValbrook  p. 

I  n  fucceeding  Times,  when  the  Government  of  the 
Roman  Empire  came  to  be  better  fettled,  proper  Officers 
were  appointed  for  maintaining  both  Civil  and  Military 
Government  in  Britain  ;  but  above  all,  due  Care  was  ta¬ 
ken  of  Naval  Affairs,  and  Garrifons  were  placed  in  va¬ 
rious  Ports,  and  particularly  thefe  which  follow,  viz. 

Othona * 


°  Aurel.  Vidor  in  Csefarib.  Eutropius  ubi  fupra.  Eumeru 
Paneg.  Conftant.  Caefar.  Speed’s  Chronicle,  p.  255.  Lewis’s 
Hiftory  of  Britain,  p.  120.  p  Hift.  Britan,  lib.  v.  cap.  4. 
Yit.  Hift.  lib.  r.  Camden.  Defcript.  Britan,  in  Trinobant. 
Speed’s  Chronicle,  p.  255.  Lewis’s  Hiftory  of  Britain,  p.  120. 
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Othona ,  which  Camden  took  to  be  Haflings  in  Suffix: 
Dubris ,  which  certainly  was  Dover :  Lemmanis ,  which 
was  either  Hythe  in  Kent,  or  fome  Place  near  it ;  per¬ 
haps  Lime-Hill:  Branodunum ,  Branchejler  in  Norfolk , 
not  far  from  the  Wallies:  Gariannonnm ,  Yarmouth:  Re- 
gulbium ,  Reculver  in  Kent :  Rittupis,  or  Rittupa,  Richbo - 
rough  near  Sandivich :  Anderida,  Newenden  in  Kent ,  and 
the  Port  of  the  Adurni,  now  Aldington  or  Ederingtony 
near  Shoreha?n  in  Suffex  a. 

CONSTANTINE  the  Great,  as  he  was  bom 
in  this  Ifland ,  fo  he  was  extremely  careful  of  its  Con¬ 
cerns  r.  On  his  -Death,  and  the  Divifion  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  among  his  Sons,  it  fell  to  the  Share  of  Conf  amine 
the  eldelL  After  his  Murder,  his  younger  Brothers 
Confantius  and  Conftans  were  both  here,  and  Gratianus 
was  by  them  made  General  of  Britain  s.  The  Empe¬ 
ror  Julian  fent  over  Lupicinus  to  reprefs  the  Scots ,  in 
which  he  was  very  fuccefsful b  Under  the  Emperors 
Valentinianus  and  Valeris,  Theodofius  performed  great 
Things  in  this  Ifland,  and  having  recovered  the  Coun¬ 
try  between  the  two  Walls,  he  eredted  it  into  a  Pro¬ 
vince  by  itfelf,  and  called  it  Valentia  u.  After  this, 
Maximus  was  General  of  the  Roman  Forces  in  this  I- 
fland  \  who,  having  vanquifhed  the  Scots  and  Piets,  was 
declared  Emperor  by  his  Army *  *.  He  carrying  on 
great  Wars  on  the  Continent,  tranfported  thither  the 

Flower 


q  SeldenMare  Claufum,  lib.  ii.  cap.  6»  7.  r  Sozomen.  Eu- 
rop.  Vit.  Hift.  lib.  vi.  s  Paulus  Diaconus  lib.  xi.  cap.  1  8. 
Vidor,  in  Valentin.  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xiv.  *  Bed  : 
lib.  i.  cap.  1.  A  mm  Janus  Marcell  inus,  lib.  xx.  11  Idem,  lib. 
xxvii.  Claudian,  de  Bello  Getico,  &  in  laud.  Theodof. 
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Slower  of  the  Bi  itlfh  \  outh,  which  was  one  principal 
Caufe  of  the  Misfortune  that  befel  his  Country ;  for 
after  a  Reign  or  nx  \  ears,  he  was  vanquifhed,  and  put 
to  Death  in  Italy ;  and  fo  Britain  returned  to  the  Obe- 
dience  of  the  Homan  i^mperors w.  The  Emperor 
jl  'keodojius  lent  over  Chryjanthus ,  who  governed  here 
very  worthily  all  theTime  of  his  Reign  \  In  the  Nonage 
of  the  Emperor  Uonorius ,  new  Difiurbances  were 
created  by  the  Scots  and  Pills,  which  induced  Stilico9 
who  was  the  Emperor’s  Guardian,  to  fend  fifiorinus 
to  command  here,  who  having  expelled  the  Invaders, 
refortified  the  Wall,  and  placed  a  Legion  in  Garrifon 
to  defend  it ;  the  fame  worthy  Perfon  took  Care  alfo 
to^reftore  the  Maritime  Force  of  the  Ifland,  whereby 
he  fecured  it  from  the  Infults  of  thofe  Pyratical  Nati¬ 
ons,  who  now  began  to  infeft  the.  Seas.  Claudian  in 
his  Panegyrick  on  Stilico,  attributes  all  this  to  him; 
becaufe  done  by  his  Order,  and  by  an  Officer  adding  un¬ 
der  his  Authority.  For  thus  he  introduces  the  Me  of 
Britain  fpeaking  to  his  Patron,  * 

Me  quoque  vicinis  pereuntem  gentibus,  inquit, 

Munivit  Stilico,  totam  quum  Scotus  Iernen 
Movit,  &  infefto  fpumavit  remige  Tethys. 

Illius  effeddum  curis  ne  bella  timerem 
Scotica,  nec  Piddum  tremerem,  ne  littore  toto 
Profpicerem  dubiis  venientem  Saxona  ventis  L 

Ms 


w  Zozim.  Hilt.  lib.  iv.  Fordun  Scotichronicon,  lib.  ii.  cap. 
42.  x  Pomponius  Lst.  in  Theodolio.  *  A.  D.  39b.  5  Pa* 
neg,  Secund.  de  Laud.  Stilic. 
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Me  too ,  by  Neighbours  when  almojl  devour'd, 

Thou,  Stilico,  fujlain' 'd - tho'  Ireland  pour'd 

Her  Scots  abroad,  and  cover'd  all  the  Sea 
With  Hojlile  Fleets,— But  now  rejlor'd  by  thee 
Thofe  Scots,  tho'  join'd  with  Pidts,  I  fear  no  more 
Nor  dread  each  changing  Wind  Jhould  bring  the  Saxons 

o'er • 

But  when  Alarick  the  Goth  made  his  firft  Irrup¬ 
tion  into  Italy,  Viftorinus  with  his  Legion  was  recalled 
out  of  Britain  zj  and  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  falling 
continually  from  bad  to  worfe,  the  Roman  Forces  he 
left  behind,  thought  themfelves  at  Liberty  to  eleft,  in 
Conjunction  with  the  Britons,  a  Prince  of  their  own., 
or  (as  the  Phrafe  was  in  thofe  Times)  an  Emperor. 
Accordingly  they  chofe,  and  murdered,  two  in  lefs  than 
fix  Months a :  then  they  fet  up  one  Confantine,  merely 
for  his  Name's  Sake,  *  who  in  a  fhort  Time  afpired  to 
greater  Things  than  the  Dominion  of  Britain .  On 
this  Account,  he,  like  his  Predeceflor  Maximus,  aflem- 
bled  the  utmoft  Force  of  the  IJland,  and  therewith  palled 
over  into  Gaul 3  where,  by  the  Help  of  thefe  Forces  and 
his  Fleet,  he  performed  many  great  Things,  till  the 
Emperor  Honorius  made  War  againft,  and  fubdued, 
him  b.  1  he  Britons,  in  the  mean  Time,  were  brought 
to  the  laft  Extremity  by  the  Scots  and  Pills,  infomuch 
that  the  Remainder  of  the  Romans,  giving  the  Country 
for  loft,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent  3  buried  their  Treafures, 

and 
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and  tranfported  theinfelves  to  other  Parts c.  However, 
even  after  this,  on  their  humble  Application  to  Horn - 
rius,  jEtius,  General  of  the  Forces  in  Gaul ,  had  Or¬ 
ders  to  fend  over  a  Legion  ;  which  he  did,  and  repeat¬ 
ed  the  lame  favour  fome  Years  afterwards  d.  This 
laft  Legion  was  commanded  by  one  Gallioy  who  ha- 
1  [ilS  repaii ed,  or  rather  rebuilt  the  Wall,  originally 
built  by  Severus ,  and  fortified  the  Coaft  again#  the 
fudden  Invafions  of  the  Pyrates,  who  then  infefted  the 
Britijh  Seas,  plainly  told  the  People,  that  the  Affairs  of 
the  Empiie  would  not  permit  them  to  pals  over  any 
more ;  but  that  for  the  future  they  mull  think  of  de¬ 
fending  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  :  and  after 
many  Exhortations  to  behave  with  Conftancy  and 
Courage  in  the  Caufe  of  their  Country,  he  embarked 
all  the  Roman  Troops  *  and  left  the  Britons  to  their 
Fortunes  e. 

Thus  about  four  hundred  and  eighty  Years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Computation  of  the  learned  Selden ,  or 
four  hundred  and  feventy,  as  the  Saxon  Chronicle  in¬ 
forms  us,  after  the  firft  Xnvafion  of  this  Ifland  by  Julius 
Gafar ,  the  Romans  quitted  it,  and  all  the  Rights  they 
could  pretend  to  f.  For,  this  being  a  voluntary  Abdica¬ 
tion,  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  they  left  the 
Britons  as  free  as  they  found  them.  And,  as  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  this  Nation  exercifed  the  Dominion  over  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  Seas,  before  the  coming  of  the  Romans ,  who 

likewife 
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likewife  contended,  that  the  Poffeffion  of  this  Bland 
gave  them  a  Title  to  the  like  Sovereignty ;  nothing  can 
be  more  apparent  than  that  it  now  reverted  to  the  Britons. 
I  fay,  nothing  can  be  more  evident,  if  we  admit  that 
the  Romans  acquired  any  Right  by  Conqueft ;  which  may 
feem  doubtful,  lince  they  never  fubdued  the  whole  Illand ; 
and  if  fo,  the  Britijb  Title  to  this  Dominion,  remained 
unimpeached.  We  are  next  ‘to  enquire,  what  the  Ef¬ 
fects  were  of  this  Defertion  of  the  Ille  by  the  Romans , 
and  in  what  Situation  the  Naval  Affairs  of  the  Britons 
remained,  when  they  were  thus  left  to  themfelves.  A 
difficult  Talk  indeed,  confidering  the  dubious  Authority 
of  the  Authors  we  are  to  make  Ufe  of ;  but  a  aTafk 
necefiary  to  be  performed  :  fince  the  Dominion  of  the 
Sea  mull  have  rated  fomewhere,  we  fhall  do  our  belt 
to  Ihew  it  relied  with  them. 

The  Scots  and  Riffs  no  fooner  underllood  that  the 
Britons  were  abandoned  by  the  Romans ,  than  they  be¬ 
gan  to  form  Defigns  not  only  of  Pillaging,  as  they 
were  wont  to  do,  the  Southern  Part  of  the  Bland,  but 
:or  making  an  abfolute  Conqueft  thereof,  or  at  leaft  of 
a  good  Part  of  it,  wdiich  accordingly  they  attempted 
witn  a  numerous  Army,  and  with  a  great  Fleet,  f  The 
ftrft  Thing  they  did,  was  to  demolilh  the  Wall,  that  it 
m.gln  be  no  Obftacle  to  future  Incurlionsj  then  land¬ 
ing  tneir  Forces  behind  the  Britons ,  they  fo  aftonifhed 
them  with  Numbers,  that,  they  relinquilhed  all  Thoughts 
of  Defence.  Thefe  Inroads  having  deftroyed  the  chief 
Cities,  and  interrupted  Agriculture,  a  Famine  enfued, 
which,  however  grievous  to  the  Britons  in  one  Refpedl, 
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was  yet  of  Service  to  them  in  another  ;  for  it  deftroyed 
Multitudes  of  their  Enemies,  compelled  the  reft  to  re¬ 
treat,  and  fo  gave  them  Time  to  recoiled  themfelves  s  ■ ■ 
The  Mue  of  their  Deliberations,  was,  the  fending  over 
the  Bifhop  of  London  into  Armorica ,  or  Brit  any,  in 
France,  to  demand  Affiftance  of  their  Brethren  fettled 
there  ;  and  the  Reafon  alligned  for  this,  in  the  Britijh 
Hiftory,  is  very  juft  and  reafonable  ;  for  the  Bifhop  was 
charged  to  reprefent  the  chief  Caufe  of  their  Weaknefs, 
to  be  the  planting  of  that  Country,  by  the  Emperor 
Maximus,  and  the  leaving  there  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Britijh  Navy.  This  Reprefentation,  had  a  proper 
Effed  upon  the  King  of  Britanny ;  who,  though  he 
could  not  himfelf  pafs  over  to  the  Affiftance  of  his 
Countrymen,  yet,  he  fent  over  his  Brother  Conjlantine, 
with  a  Squadron  of  ftout  Ships,  and,  two  Thoufand 
Men.  This  Conjlantine  was  crowned  their  King  by  the 
Britons ,  and  by  them  furnamed  the  Deliverer ,  becaufe 
he  fought  valiantly  and  fuccefsfully  againft  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  and,  ruled  worthily  for  ten  Years1'. 

I  know  very  well,  that  many  of  our  beft  Writers  re- 
jed  this  Conjlantine,  and,  would  perfuade  us,  that  there  - 
never  was  any  fuch  Prince ;  but  that  the  whole  is  a 
Fidion  of  the  Author  of  the  Britijh  Hiftory.  This 
Notion,  however,  is  fo  thoroughly  refuted  by  a  very 
learned  Writer,  who  long  ftudied  and  perfedly  under¬ 
flood  the  BritiJI)  Records,  that  I  cannot  conceive  any 
impartial  Critic  will  cenfure  my  following  his  Opinion, 

when 
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When  they  have  carefully  perufed,  and  duly  weighed 
his  Reafons 1  :  but  what  chiefly  prevailed  upon  me,  to 
follow  the  Britifh  Hiftory  in  this  Point,  is,  the  Authority 
of  the  Saxon  Annals,  publifhed  by  the  prefent  learned 
Bifhop  of  London.  For  thefe  Annals  place  the  Retreat  of 
the  Romans  in  435  ;  and  the  coming  of  the  Saxons  in  443  5 
which  is  the  very  Year  after  this  King  Conflantine  died  ; 
and  though  thefe  Annals  do  not  mention  him,  yet,  as 
they  tell  us  nothing  of  what  palled  in  that  Interval,  I 
can  fee  no  Caufe  why  we  fhould  not  rather  follow  the  Ac¬ 
count  given  us  by  the  Britifh  Authors,  of  Things  hapning 
in  this  Space  of  Time,  than  leaye  fuch  a  Chafm  in  our 
Hiftory,  merely  becaufe  other  Writers,  who,  none  of 
them  profefs  to  w7rite  of  the  Succellion  of  the  Britifh) 
Kings,  fay  nothing  of  this  Prince.  Efpecially,  fince  the 
Scotch  Hifiorians  own  him,  and  there  are  other  con¬ 
vincing  Proofs,  from  BritiJJ)  Records,  of  his  having 
really  reigned  here ;  though  perhaps  there  may  be  fome 
Errors  as  to  the  Length  of  his  Reign. 

At  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  he  left  three  Sons, 
Conflans ,  Aurelius ,  Ambrofius ,  and  liter ,  Sir-named 
Pendragon .  Conflans  the  Elded,  was  a  very  weak  Man, 
and  by  his  Father,  deftined  to  be  aMonk  ;  the  other  two 
were  Children.  Vortigern ,  a  Britifh  Nobleman,  of  great 
Power,  took  Conflans  out  of  his  Monaftry,  and,  to 
ferve  his  own  Purpofes,  made  him  King.  A  while  he 
governed  in  his  Name  ;  and,  when  he  thought  himfelf 
drong  enough  to  rule  without  him,  he  caufed  him  to  be 
put  to  death,  and  then  feized  the  Kipgdom  5  the  Chil- 
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dren  of  Conjlantine  flying  to  Britanny  f,  This  Vorti¬ 
gern  it  was,  who,  as  the  Saxon  Writers  tell  us,  invited 
their  Countrymen  over  into  Britain .  He  was,  as  all 
Writers  agree,  a  very  bad  Prince,  who,  by  his  tyranni¬ 
cal  Government,  encouraged  the  Scots  and  Pitts  again, 
to  invade  the  Southern  Parts  of  the  Ifland,  and  fo  alienat¬ 
ed  the  Minds  of  his  SubjeCls  from  him,  that  he  durft 
not  rely  on  their  Afliftance,  even  for  the  Defence  of 
their  Country  :  This  is  fo  rational  an  Account  of  his 
ftrong  Inclination  to  Foreigners,  for  which  he  is  unani- 
moufly  upbraided  by  all  our  authentic  Hiftorians,  that  I 
cannot  doubt  its  being  Truth  k.  The  firft  Saxons  who 
arrived,  were  Horfa  and  Hen  gift ,  two  Brothers,  with 
their  Followers  ;  by  whofe  Afliitance,  Vortigern  repulfed 
the  Scots  and  Pitts,  and  fettled  himfelf  effectually  in  the 
Kingdom.  To  fix  them  here,  he  gave  them  Lands  in 
Kent,  where  they  landed;  asalfo  in  the  North,  after  they 
had  beaten  his  Enemies.  T.hefe  Saxons  came  over  in 
three  Ships ;  but,  having  thriven  fo  well  here,  Hengiji , 
who  was -a  wife  Man,  prevailed  upon  the  King,  firft  to 
give  him  leave  to  build  a  Caftle,  and  then  to  bring  over 
a  freih  Supply  of  his  Countrymen,  which  he  according¬ 
ly  did,  in  a  Squadron  of  eighteen  Ships.  With  them, 
came  over  Rowen ,  the  Daughter  of  Hengiji ,  a  very 
beautiful  and  artful  Woman,  whom  Vortigern  married, 
quitting,  for  her  Sake,  his  former  Queen,  by  whom  he 
had  three  Sons  ;  and,  bringing  over,  by  her  Suggeflion, 
a  vaft  Number  of  Saxons ,  he  thereby  fo  irritated  the 
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Britons ,  that  they  refolved  to  depofe  him ;  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  they  did,  and  fet  up  his  Son  !. 

T  h  e  Name  of  this  young  Prince,  was  Vof timer ,  a 
brave  and  worthy  Man  J.  He  immediately  raifed  an  Army, 
and,  as  fail  as  he  could,  equipped  a  Fleet,  while  his  de¬ 
generate  Father  meanly  flded  with  Strangers,  againft  his 

Subjects.  The  Briiijk  Writers  fay.  That  Vor timer  de* 

*  ^ 

feated  the  Saxons  in  four  Battels  ;  the  firft  on  the  River 
Derwent ;  the  fecond,  at  Jilesford. ,  in  where 

Hor fa  was  flain.  The  third  was  on  the  Sea-Shore,  on 
the  Lofs  of  which,  they  fled  to  the  Ife  of  Tbanet ,  where 
they  thought  they  fhould  have  been  fafe ;  but  Vortimer 
having  now  raifed  the  Spirits  of  his  Subjects,  and  with¬ 
al  got  together  a  conflderable  Fleet,  the  Saxons  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  try  their  Fortune  in  a  Naval  En¬ 
gagement,  in  which  they  were  beaten  for  the  fourth 
Time,  and  obliged  to  fly  Home,  leaving  their  Wives 
and  Children  behind  them  in  the  Ife  of  Dhanet ,  nor  had 
they  ever  leturned,  if  Vortimer  had  lived  ;  but  he  was 
fhortly  after  poifoned,  by  the  Contrivance  of  his  Mo¬ 
ther-in-law  ra.  It  is  true,  the  Saxon  Chronicle  takes  no 
Notice  of  any  of  thefe  Battels,  except  that  of  Ailesford ; 
wherein  they  fay,  they  were  victorious  ;  but  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  Horfa  was  there  killed :  which  Conceflion, 
with  the  Circumftance  ot  the  Saxons  never  owning 
they  were  beat  at  all,  feems  to  fupport  the  Credit  of  the 
Britifb  Hiilory. 
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After  the  Death  of  Vortimer ,  the  Britons  unac¬ 
countably  invited  Vortigern  again  to  the  Throne.  He, 
perfifting  in  his  old  Sentiments,  recalled  tie ngiJI,  who 
foon  brought  over  fuch  Crowds  of  Saxons ,  that,  when 
the  King  would  have  retrained  him,  it  was  not  in  his 
Pov/er  s  infomuch  that,  after  fome  fruitlefs  Struggles,  he 

at  length  fled  into  Wales ,  and  left  the  bell  Part  of  the 

* 

Ifland  to  their  Mercy :  and  thus,  as  their  own  Writers 
agree,  not  more  by  their  own  Valour,  than  by  the 
Weaknefs  of  an  uxorious  King,  the  Saxons  firft  feated 
themfelves  in  Britain . 

I  isr  this  Time,  Aurelius  Ambrofius ,  the  fecond  Son 
of  Conftantine ,  was  become  a  Man  ;  and,  being  invited 
by  the  Britons  to  profecute  his  Claim  to  the  Crown,  he 
got  together  a  good  Fleet,  and  embarking  thereon  ten 
Thoufand  Men,  landed  at  Totnefs  *.  The  firfb  Thing 
he  did,  was  to  purfue  Vortigern ,  whom  he  defeated  and 
killed  \  and  then  turned  his  Arms  againft  the  Saxons , 
whom  he  defeated  alfo  in  feveral  Battels ;  and,  in  one 
of  them,  killed  the  famous  Hengifi ,  either  in  fight,  or, 
as  the  Britijh  Hillory  reports,  after  he  had  taken  him  Pri- 
/  loner n.  It  is  true,  there  is  no  Notice  taken  of  this  in  the 
Saxon  Annals ;  but  they  fay  nothing  of  what  happened 
in  that  Year  ;  but  tell  us  in  the  next,  that  Efca  fucceed- 
»  ed  Hengifi ,  which  is  a  Circumftance  very  favourable  to 
the  Account  which  wre  have  given ;  fince  as  we  before 
obferved,  there  is  no  Inftance  of  their  commemorating 
any  Defeat,  though  in  fetting  down  their  Vi&ories  they 
are  very  ex  aft.  After  this  Victory,  Aurelius  made  a 

Peace 
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Peace  with  the  Saxons ,  and  was,  not  long  after,  poifoned. 
by  their  Procurement.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  Paulas 
Diaconus  °  mentions  this  Briti/J)  King,  and  tell$  us,  that 
by  his  Valour  he  fupported  his  finking  Country. 

U  T HE  R,  Sir-named  Pendragon ,  that  is.  Dragon’s 
Head,  from  his  bearing  the  Head  of  a  Dragon  in  his 
Enfigns  *,  fucceeded  his  Brother,  and  carried  on  the 
War  againft  the  Saxons  fuccefsfully  fometimes,  and  at 
others  was  much  diftreffed  by  them ;  fo  that  he  was 
contained  to  treat  them  as  the  French  aftewards  did  the 
Normans  ;  that  is,  to  yield  them  Provinces,  and  to 
content  himfelf  with  Homage  inflead  of  Sovereignty  ; 
and  therefore,  under  his  Reign,  we  find  feveral  Saxon 
Principalities  eftabliflied  in  this  Ifiand.  It  likewife  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  Saxon  Annals,  that  feveral  Battels  were 
fought  againft  the  Britons  in  his  Reign,  though  he  is 
never  mentioned  ;  becaufe,  in  thofe  Annals,  they  fpeak 
of  no  Britifl)  Princes,  except  fuch  as  were  by  them 
beaten  or  killed.  In  his  Reign  alfo  the  Kingdom  was 
invaded  from  Ireland  ;  but  by  the  Courage  of  this 
Prince  the  Enemy  was  repulfed,  and  the  public  Tran¬ 
quility  reltored  ;  to  preferve  which,  he  equipped  a  very 
confiderable  Fleet,  which,  together  with  his  Dominions, 
he  left  to  his  Son  the  famous  Arthur  p. 

This  Prince  whofe  Glory  like  that  of  many  other 
Martial  Monarchs,  turned  more  to  his  Prejudice  than 
Advantage,  by  giving  an  Air  of  Fable  to  his  Hifiory, 
and  bringing  his  real  Deeds  in  Queftion,  through  the  ex¬ 
travagant  Pains  bellowed  on  them  by  thofe  who  re- 
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corded  them.  This  worthy  Prince,  I  fay,  atchieved 
great  Things,  and  intended  greater  Our  learned 
Antiquary  L eland,  long  ago  vindicated  the  Reputation 
of  his  Victories  againft  the  Cavils  of  the  Critics ;  who, 
becaufe  they  do  not  find  Things  exadtly  written  in  bar¬ 
barous  Times,  when  indeed  it  is  well  they  were  writ¬ 
ten  at  all,  will  have  them  to  be  abfoiute  Fables  5  as  if 
the  Memory  of  Fads  could  not  out-live  their  Circum- 
fhmces,  which  every  Day  demonftrates  to  be  a  Truth. 
My  Defign  will  not  permit  me  to  fay  more  upon  this 
Subject ;  nor  indeed  had  I  Paid  fo  much,  if  Arthur  had 
not  been  one  of  the  braveft  of  our  Naval  Heroes.  For 
he,  as  the  Britijh  Hiftory  informs  us,  which  Mr.  Selden 
did  not  difdain  to  tranfcribe,  annexed  to  his  Kingdom 
of  Britain  the  fix  infular  Provinces,  viz.  Ireland ,  Ice- 
land ,  Gothland,  the  Orcades  or  Orkneys,  Norway  and 
Denmark  %  which  throwing  off  the  Yoke  under  the 
Reign  of  his  Succeffor,  were  afterwards  recovered  by 
King  Malgo,  though  held  by  the  Britons  after  that  but 
for  a  little  Time. 

Thus  we  have  brought  down  the  Naval  Hiftory  of 
this  ancient  Nation  to  the  Time  of  its  Declenfion,  and 
being  compelled  by  the  Saxons  to  retire  into  Wales,  and 
the  Countries  adjacent  thereto,  where,  according  to 
their  own  Hiftorians,  the  Britons  for  feveral  Ages  pre¬ 
ferred  feme  Maritime  Strength.  If  any  fhould  efteem 
this  fo  mu£h  Time  thrown  away,  and  fhould  furmife 
that  it  had  been  better  we  had  begun  our  Hiftory  lower, 
that  we  might  have  written  with  more  CeiLainty  ;  the 
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Anfwer  is  ready,  and  I  hope  fatisfadlory.  Many  of  cur 
wifeft  Antiquaries  are  of  Opinion,  that  we  derive  our 
excellent  Conflitution  from  the  Britons ,  their  Laws  dye¬ 
ing  tranflated  by  the  Command  of  Saxon  Princes,  and 
incorporated  with  their  own.  If  then  their  Conftitu- 
tion  might  be  the  Model  of  ours,  why  not  their  Naval 
Dominion  the  Source  of  ours?  We  are  the  Defendants 
of  the  Saxons-,  but  then,  they  were  the  Succeflbrs  of 
the  Britons ,  and  did  not  think  it  beneath  them  to  claim 
under  them  in  this  Refpebh  Thus  the  glorious  King 
Edward  I.  in  a  Letter  he  wrote  to  the  Pope,  aflerting  his 
Sovereignty  over  Scotland ,  derives  it  from  the  Conqueft 
of  Arthur  ;  fo  that,  it  feems,  his  Adis  were  Matter  of 
Record  and  Pliflory  then  ;  though  in  the  Eyes  of  feme 
they  pafs  for  Fables  now.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  if 
it  be  right  to  trace  a  Title  as  high  as  poflible,  that  is, 
as  high  as  Vouchers  can  be  found  to  fupport  it ;  we  are 
well  juftified  as  to  the  Pains  we  have  taken ;  and,  as  to 
the  Certainty- of  later  Records,  as  we  Hate  them  in  their 
proper  Periods,  we  lofe  nothing  by  (hewing  whence 
they  were  derived. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  we  follow 
fome  very  great  Authorities,  in  paying  this  Refpedl  to 
the  Britijh  Hiftory,  Camden  himfelf  though  he  fu- 
fpedls  it  in  the  Grofs,  yet  fupports  many  Hillorical  Paf- 
fages  in  his  great  Work  of  the  Defcription  of  Britain 
from  Nennius ,  and  other  BritiJJ)  Writers.  The  Scottijl) 
Hiftorian  Buchanan ,  though  he  treats  the  Work  of 
Jeoffery  of  Monmouth  with  great  Contempt,  yet  he  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  Hiftory  of  Arthur ,  and  gives  more 
Light  into  fome  Parts  of  it,  than  any  other  Author. 
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The  profound  Selden ,  who  ftudied  our  Antiquities  with 
equal  Application,  and  Judgment  proceeds  in  this  Track. 
To  conclude,  the  immortal  Shakefpear ,  whofe  Works 
proclaim  him  as  great  a  Patriot  as  he  was  a  Poet,  (hewed 
a  flrong  Inclination  to  preferve  the  Memory  of  our 
Bntijh  W orthies,  by  dedicating  to  their  Honour  leveral 
ot  his  Plays,  fuch  as,  the  Tragedy  of  King  Lear ,  Cym~ 
beline ,  Locrine ,  &c.  and  the  fublime  Milton  had 
Thoughts  of  doing  the  fame;  though  he  fee  ms  to  have 
altered  his  Mind  when  he  wrote  his  Hiibory. 


CHAR  II. 


The  Naval  Hiftory  of  the  SAXONS  from  their 
firft  feating  themfelves  in  this  IJlandy  to  their 
being  fubdued  by  the  DANES  ;  containing  the 
Space  of  about  five  hundred  Tears . 

/  y  , 

E  have  very  copious  Accounts  of  the 
ancient  Saxons  before  they  tranfported 
themfelves  out  of  Germany ,  as  well  in 
other  Authors,  as  their  own  a.  They 
defended  themfelves  again!!  the  Romans 
with  equal  Firmnefs  and  Succefs,  manifefting  the  Love 
of  Liberty,  not  only  by  a  generous  Contempt  of  Death 
in  the  Field  ;  but  alfo  by  ftudioully  avoiding  Luxury  in 

Times' 
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Times  of  Peace  ;  for  which  they  are,  and  ought  to 
be,  defervedly  famous  b.  On  the  Declenfion  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  they  became  noted  for  their  Pyracies 
at  Sea ;  infomuch,  that  the  Emperors  were  forced  to 
create  a  new  Officer  here  in  Britain ,  called  the  Count 
of  the  Saxon  Coaf ,  purely  to  repel  their  Invasions c.  In 
fucceeding  Times,  they  infefted  the  Coafts  of  France 
as  well  as  Britain ,  and  began  to  threaten  greater  Ex¬ 
ploits  than  they  had  hitherto  undertaken d.  We  muff, 
however,  obferve,  that  they  were  ftiled  Pyrates  only  by 
their  Enemies,  who  felt  the  Effedls  of  their  Arms  ;  for, 
as  to  themfelves,  they  looked  on  this  Courfe  of  Life 
as  a  noble  and  neceflary  Employment,  for  Reafons 
which  will  prefently  appear. 

The  Saxon  Writers  fay,  that  they  were  invited  into 
Britain  by  King  Vortigern ,  in  order  to  affift  him  againft 
tlie  Scots  and  Pitts ;  but,  as  we  before  obferved,  the 
Britijh  Hiftorians  differ  from  them  in  this  Particular, 
and  aflert,  Hengift  and  Horfa  landing  with  their  Forces 
in  Kent ,  King  Vortigern ,  who  was  then  at  Canter¬ 
bury  fent  for  them,  and  received  them  into  his  Service, 
without  any  previous  Invitation.  This  Account  is 
very  natural,  and  the  Circum fiances  attending  it  high¬ 
ly  deferve  the  Reader’s  Notice.  As  foon  as  they  were 
brought  before  him  fays  my  Author  e,  he  call  his  Eyes 
upon  the  two  Brothers,  who  excelled  all  the  reft  both 

in 
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in  Nobility,  and  Gracefulnefs  of  Perfon  $  and  having  ta- 
ken  a  View  of  the  whole  Company,  asked  them  of 
what  Country  they  were,  and  what  w-Tas  the  Occafion 
of  their  coming  into  his  Kingdom  ?  To  whom  Hengift 
fwhofe  Years  and  Wifdom  entitled  him  to  a  Prece¬ 
dence)  in  the  Name  of  the  reft,  made  the  following  An- 
iwer.  Moft  noble  King,  Saxony ,  which  is  one  of  the 
Countries  of  Germany ,  was  the  Place  of  cur  Birth,  and 
the  Occafion  of  our  coming,  was  to  offer  our  Service 
to  you,  or  fome  other  Prince.  For  we  were  driven  cut 
of  our  Native  Country,  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  that 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Kingdom  required  it.  It  is  the  Cu« 
Rom  of  that  Place,  that,  when  it  comes  to  be  over- 
Rocked  with  People,  our  Princes  from  all  Provinces 
meet  together,  and  command  all  the  Youth  of  the 
Kingdom  to  aflemble  before  them :  then  calling  Lots , 
they  make  Choice  of  the  ftrongeft,  and  ableft  of  them, 
to  go  into  foreign  Nations,  to  procure  them  a  Subfif- 
tance,  and  free  their  Native  Country  from  a  fuperSu- 
cus  Multitude  of  People.  Our  Country  therefore  of 
late  being  actually  over-flocked,  our  Princes  met;  and, 
after  Lots  caft,  made  Choice  of  the  Youth  which  you 
fee  in  your  Prefence,  and  have  obliged  us  to  obey  the 
Cuftom  that  has  been  eftablifhed  of  old.  And  Us  two 
Brothers,  Hengift  and  Horfa ,  they  made  Generals  over 
them,  out  of  RefpcCt  to  our  Anceftors  who  enjoyed 
the  fame  Honour.  In  Obedience,  therefore,  to  the 
Lawrs  fo  long  eftablifhed,  we  put  out  to  Sea,  and,  un¬ 
der  the  good  Guidance  of  ( JVoden )  Mercury ,  have  ar¬ 
rived  into  your  Kingdom. 

The  Saxon  Annals  acknowledge,  that  Hengift  and 
Horfa  came  with  no  more  than  three  Ships ;  but  that 
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the  Fertility  of  the  Britijh  Soil,  and  the  Vices  of  its  In¬ 
habitants  induced  thein  to  think  of  fending  for  nine  of 
their  Countrymen,  in  hopes  of  feating  themfelves  here  h 
Another  of  their  Hiftorians  gives  ftill  a  fairer  and  a  fuller 
Account  of  this  Matter.  The  Saxons,  fays  he,  made 
for  fome  Time  a  civil  Return  to  the  Britons  for  their 
Friend fh ip  ;  but  by  Degrees,  perceiving  the  Country  to 
be  of  a  large  Extent,  the  Soil  fruitful,  and  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  little  inclined  to  Feats  of  Arms ;  confidering  fur¬ 
ther,  that  themfelves  and  many  of  their  Brethren  were 
deftitute  of  fettled  Habitations,  they  began  to  find  Fault 
with  their  Pay,  to  murmur  at  the  fmall  Quantity  of  Pro- 
vifions  that  were  furnifhed  them  ;  and,  daily  encreafing 
their  Numbers,  they  at  laid  on  thefe  frivolous  Pretexts, 
made  Peace  with  the  Scots  and  Pi  Sis,  and,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  them,  turned  their  Arms  upon  the  poor  Bri¬ 
tons  g.  In  order  to  have  a  juft  Notion  of  this  Matter, 
the  Reader  muft  be  informed,  that  two  Saxon  Chiefs, 
Ocha  and  Ehiffa ,  with  forty  flout  Ships,  had  wafted  the 
Orkneys ,  and  afterwards  feated  themfelves  and  their  F  cl- 
lowers,  in  the  Weftern  Hies  and  Coafts  of  Scotland,  whicn 
on  the  Invitation  of  Hengift ,  they  quitted,  in  order  to 
(hare  in  his  Fortunes11.  Though  mot  of  our  Writers 
call  thefe  Invaders  by  the  common  Name  of  Saxons ; 
yet,  in  Truth,  there  were  three  German  Nations, 
whence  iffued  thofe  Swarms  of  Foreigners,  who  now 
took  PofieiFion  of  this  Bland,  viz.  the  Saxons ,  Angles , 
and  Jutes,  The  Saxons  eredled  here  three  Principal!* 

ties,  viz.  the  Eaft,  South,  and  Welt-Stf xons.  The  An- 
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gits  were,  for  fome  Time,  diltinguifhed  into  Eaft~ 
Angles  ^  Mid-Angles ,  Mercians ,  and  Northumbrians.  As 


for  the  Jutes ,  they  fettled  in  JEw/,  and  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight ;  and,  in  this  la  ft;  mentioned  Place,  their  Polle- 
n\y  remained  fo  long  unmixed,  that,  feveral  Ages  after, 
the  Weft-S axons  called  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Illand 


Jutes  \ 

For,  fome  Time  after  their  firft:  Settlement,  they  fre¬ 
quently  encouraged  frefh  Supplies,  and  fometimes  whole 
Colonies  to  come  over  ;  but,  after  they  had  fecured  their 
Poffeffions,  and  fixed  their  refpe&ive  Principalities,  they 
applied  themfelves  entirely  to  the  Care  of  Things  at  * 
Home,  and  very  imprudently  concluded,  that  keeping 
up  great  Armies  would  fecure  them  from  foreign  Inva- 
fion.  It  was  near  three  hundred  Years  before  they  be¬ 
came  abfolute  Lords  of  that  Part  of  the  liland,  which 

/ 

they  called  England k;  and  in  this  Space,  one  Saxon 
Prince  or  other  entertaining  all  new  Comers  in  his  Ser¬ 
vice,  with  a  View  of  defending  his  own  Dominions, 
or  encroaching  on  thofe  of  his  Neighbours,  there  were 
few  Rovers  on  the  Coaft.  But,  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
the  Saxons  changed  their  Policy,  and,  by  Hudying  to 
keep  the  liland  to  themfelves,  created  a  greater  Mif* 
chief  than  that  which  they  endeavoured  to  avoid ;  for. 


while  they  received  and  employed  Foreigners  in  their 
Wars,  their  inteftine  Divifions  did  not  depopulate  their 
Kingdoms,  one  Evil  balancing  the  other.  Yet  the 
Confequence  of  this  Management  drew  upon  them  a 

greater 
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greater  Mifchief ;  for  it  drew  over  fuch  Shoals  of  Strang¬ 
ers  in  hopes  of  Employment  and  Settlement,  that  the 
Saxons ,  in  their  own  Defence,  were  obliged  to  fortify 
their  Coaft.  Though  they  had  the  Example  of  the 
Britons  before  them,  they  fufifered  themfelves  to  be  dif- 
trefled  for  want  of  a  Naval  Force  ;  not  having  learned, 
as  yet,  that  unerring  Maxim  in  Policy,  That  Power  is 
heft  preferved  by  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Means  whereby  it  was  ob¬ 
tained. 

# 

I  n  one  Thing,  they  either  followed  the  old  Britijh 
Model,  or  brought  the  like  Cuftom  with  them  from  Ger¬ 
many  ,  viz.  Allowing  a  Pre-eminence  to  one  of  their 
Princes,  who,  while  the  reft  governed  their  refpedfive 
Dominions,  had  the  Superiority  over  the  whole  ;  and 
thence,  by  way  of  Diftindtion,  was  ftiled  King  of  the 
Englijh  Men  \  This  Office,  in  fome  Sort,  refembled 
tna^  of  a  Bieiator ,  and,  like  it,  was  iometimes  uleful, 
fometimes  detrimental ;  and,  at  laft,  fatal  to  the  People. 
Ojfa,  th.e  eleventh  King  of  the  Mercians ,  having  attained 
this  Dignity,  began  to  fhew  a  Difpofition  of  ruling  abfo  - 
lutely  over  his  Neighbours ;  for  which  he  was  better 
qualified  than  any  of  his  Predeceffiors,  having  Parts,  as 
well  as  Power,  fuperior  to  moft  of  his  Contemporaries  *. 
PIis  Ambition,  however,  united  the  Britijh  Princes  in 
7/  1 ales ,  and  the  Saxon  Kings  in  England,  in  an  Alliance 
againft  him  ;  but  he  baffled  their  united  Force,  as  much 
by  his  Wifdom,  as  by  the  Force,  and  the  Succefs  of 
»us  Arms.  To  lecuie  himfelf  againft  the  Incurfions  of 
tile  Britons ,  he  threw  up  a  ftrong  Entrenchment,  which 
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began  near  the  IVlouth  of  the  River  Dee^  and,  running 
along  the  Mountains,  ended  at  the  Fall  of  the  Wye ,  near 
Brijiol.  This  ftupendous  Work,  the  Britons  called  in 
their  own  Language,  Clawdh  Of  a,  and  the  Remains  of 
it  are  ftill  known  by  the  Name  of  Off  As  Ditch  m  ;  and 
having  thus  fecured  himfelf  on  this  Side,  he  turned  his 
Forces  againft  his  Saxon  Neighbours.  They,  in  their 
Diftrefs,  applied  themfelves  to  Charles  the  Great,  King 
of  France ,  for  Protection,  who  wrote  Letters  in  a  high 
Stile  to  Of  a,  exhorting,  or  rather  commanding,  him  to 
deflit  from  his  Enterprises.  But  thefe,  in  Head  of  produc¬ 
ing  their  defired  EfFedt,  engaged  that  magnanimous 
Prince  to  turn  his  Thoughts  on  the  proper  Means  of  fe- 
curing  his  Dominions  from  foreign  Attempts,  which  he 
loon  faw  could  no  other  Way  be  done,  than  by  keeping 
up  a  Naval  Force.  He  therefore  applied  himfelf  to  the 
railing  a  confiderable  Fleet ;  which  rendered  him  fo  for¬ 
midable,  that  Charles ,  who  was  already  very  powerful, 
and  who  became  afterwards  Emperor,  and  in  a  manner 
Lord  of  the  Continent,  was  glad  to  embrace  his  Friend- 
fhip ;  and  accordingly  an  Alliance  was  negotiated  be¬ 
tween  them,  by  Alcninus ,  or  Albums ,  a  Perfon  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  great  Learning,  and  other  Accomplifli- 
ments,  of  which  we  have  authentic  Teftimonies  n.  This 
Step  procured  Of  a  both  Peace  and  Reputation,  during 
the  Remainder  of  his  Life  ;  fo  that,  in  fpite  of  the  Ef¬ 
forts  of  his  Enemies,  he  died  quietly,  after  a  glorious 
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Reign  of  thirty-nine  Years  f,  leaving  to  his  Succeffors 
this  ufeful  Leflon;  that  he,  who  will  be  fecure  on  Land, 
mull  be  fupreme  at  Sea  °. 

I  t  mull  be  obferved,  that  it  was  under  the  Reign  of 
this  Prince,  that  the  Danes  firft  fet  Foot  in  England  ; 
and,  if  they  had  always  met  with  fuch  a  Reception  as 
then  they  did,  they  had  very  probably  abandoned  all 
Hopes  of  fixing  here  ;  for  they  were  immediately  forced 
to  put  to  Sea,  and  fome  of  them  wereflain  p.  A  little 
after  his  Death,  they  began  to  infeft  the  Coafl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  where  they  did  incredible  Mifchief;  fpread- 
ing  themfelves  over  the  Country,  like  Locufls  •>  and 
when  they  had  eaten  up  all  they  could  meet  with, 
hoifted  Sail  for  fome  new  Place.  It  happened  unfortu¬ 
nately,  that  the  Remains  of  the  Britons  had  ftill  fo  in¬ 
veterate  a  Hatred  againfl  the  Saxons ,  that,  inflead  of 
joyning  with  thefn  to  reprefs  thefe  new  Invaders,  which 
was  certainly  their  Intereft,  they,  on  the  contrary,  affifl- 
ed  them  againfl  their  old  Oppreffors.  Ecgbryht ,  King 
of  the  Well -Saxons,  having  railed  himfelf  to  the  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  England ,  equipped  a  Fleet,  and  defeated  a 
Danijh  Squadron  of  thirty-five  Ships,  at  Char  mouth ,  in 
Dorfet/hire ,  with  prodigious  Slaughter  3  yet  this  did  not 
hinder  them  two  Years  after,  from  landing  with  a  vaft 
h  orce  in  Wales ,  where  they  were  joined  by  their  Con¬ 
federates  the  Britonr.  King  Ecgbryht  oppofed  them,  both 
with  a  F  leet  and  Army ;  and  though  he  was  not  able 
to  do  much  by  Sea,  yet,  coming  to  a  general  Engage¬ 
ment  on  Shore,  he  defeated'  the  Enemy,  compelling  the 
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Britons  to  fly  to  the  Mountains,  and  the  Danes  to  their 
Ships  q.  This  kind  of  War  was  long  continued,  and 
exceedingly  weakened  the  Saxons .  Their  authentic  Chro¬ 
nicle  informs  us,  that  King  Etheljlan ,  in  the  Life-time 
of  his  Father,  commanded  the  BritiJJo  Fleet,  and,  off 
Sandwich ,  defeated  the  Danes  in  a  bloody  Battel,  taking 
nine  of  their  Ships,  and  obliging  the  reft  to  leave  the 
Coaft ;  yet,  foon  after,  they  returned  with  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  Sail  ;  and,  landing,  took  Canterbury ,  and 
other  Places;  and  afterwards  London r.  From  this 
Time  forward,  the  Saxons  in  a  manner  abandoned  all 
Thoughts  of  Naval  Affairs,  and  fought  only  how  to 
fortify  their  Cities,  and  to  defend  themfelves  as  well  as 
they  could  againft  their  barbarous  Enemies,  after  they 
were  landed.  This  was  a  fatal  Miftake ;  for,  by  thus 
permitting  the  Enemy  to  land  without  Interruption, 
fmall  Bodies  of  Danes,  whom  they  might  eafily  have 
cut  off,  had  they  attacked  them  feparately,  united  them¬ 
felves  into  irrefiftible  Armies ;  and,  being  by  Degrees  ac- 
cuftomed  to  conqueft,  and  driving  the  Inhabitants  from 
the  Coafts,  they  at  laft  thought  of  fetling,  and  being 
themfelves  equally  proud  and  lazy,  made  a  kind  of 
Slaves  of  the  Country  People,  obliging  them  to  plow, 
fow,  and  reap  for  them  as  their  Mailers. 

Such  was  the  Scituation  of  Things,  during  the 
Reigns  of  Ethelwolf,  Ethelbert ,  and  Ethelrtd ;  fo  that 
when  Alfred ,  or  Mlfred ,  came  to  the  Throne  J,  he  had, 
properly  fpeaking,  a  Kingdom  without  Subjects.  The 
Country  was  deftroyed  ;  all  the  Cities  and  great  Towns 

demolifhed. 


s  Ibid.  ad  Ann.  Dom.  833,  833-  r  Ibid,  ad  Ann.  Dom. 
851.  J  A.  D.  S71. 
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demolifhed,  and  the  People  worn  out  by  continual  Fa¬ 
tigue,  fometimes  fighting  nine  or  ten  Battels  in  a  Year. 
In  fhort,  their  Wealth,  their  Strength,  their  Spirits  were 
exhaufted  ;  and,  inftead  of  attempting  to  'defend  them- 
felves  as  they  were  wont,  they  began  every  where  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  Danes ,  and  to  embrace  rather  a  fettled 
Slavery,  than  a  precarious  Freedom,  in  a  Country,  now 
become  a  Defart,  and  where  it  was  a  difficult  Matter  to 
find  Subfiftance,  even  when  releafed  from  the  Fear  of 
Enemies.  The  King,  though  in  this  low  Condition, 
did  not  deipair  of  the  public  Safety  ;  but  with  equal 
Vigour  and  Prudence  applied  himfelf  to  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  War,  and  to  the  Conduct  of  public  Af¬ 
fairs  ;  fo  that,  in  a  fhort  Time,  encouraged  by  his  Ex¬ 
ample,  the  Saxons  began  to  refume  their  Spirits,  and  in 
many  Battels  defeated  the  Danes ,  compelling  them,  as 
often  as  it  was  in  their  Power,  to  quit  their  Country ; 
and,  when  they  found  this  impracticable,  permitting  them 

to  live  amongft  them  upon  Conditions,  and  in  a  regular 
Way  s . 

There  were  two  Maxims  which  the  King  fteadily 
purfued,  and  thereby  extricated  himfelf  from  his  Troubles. 
The  firft  was,  fighting  the  Enemy,  if  poffible,  at  Sea  ; 
of  which  we  have  frequent  Inflances  in  the  Saxon  Chro¬ 
nicle,  and  almofl  always  with  Advantage  ;  by  which 
Method,  he  had  conftantly  a  Fleet,  and  conliderable 
Numbers  of  experienced  Sailors.  But,  as  it  was  irn- 
poffible  to  guard  all  the  Coafis  of  his  Dominions ;  and, 
VOL.  I.  E  a.« 


»  Affer.  Meneven.  in  vit.  Alfred.  Mag.  Guiielm.  Malmesb 
ue  Geitis  Reg.  Ang.  ho.  11.  cap.  4.  Hennc.  Huntingdon.  Hid 

)b.  v.  p.  349.  Roger.  Iioved.  p.416.  EthelwenJi  .Chronicon 
ho.  iv.  ^ap.  3.  Ciirohicon.  Saxon,  p,  82, 
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as  the  Enemies  Squadrons  were  frequently  fuperior  to  his 
own,  he  was  fometimes  obliged  to  fight  on  Shore  ;  and, 
in  this  Cafe,  he  likewife  ufed  all  imaginable  Expedition, 
that  the  Enemy  might  not  have  Time,  either  to  gain 
Intelligence,  or  to  get  Refrefhment.  His  other  Maxim 
was,  to  have  always  in  his  Court  the  able!!  Men,  not 
only  in  the  Sciences,  but  alfo  in  Arts ;  and  to  converfe 
with  them  frequently  and  familiarly.  By  this  Means  he 
came  to  the  Knowledge  of  many  Things,  by  a  com¬ 
panion  of  Informations,  of  which  even  thofe,  from 
whom  he  learned  them,  were  ignorant ;  and,  by  his  fu¬ 
perior  Judgment,  fo  adapted  the  Intelligence  that  he  re¬ 
ceived,  as  to  render  his  fmall  Force  fuccefsful,  both  at 
Sea  and  Land,  again!!  his  numerous  Enemies. 

I  n  Maritime  Affairs,  he  was  particularly  fkilful  ;  and, 
as  we  have  authentic  Memoirs  of  his  Reign,  one  cannot 
but  be  amazed  at  the  Sagacity  he  difcovered  in  providing 
a  kind  of  Ships  of  a  new  Conftrudlion,  devifed  by  him- 
fe  If;  which  gave  him  infinite  Advantages  over  People  con¬ 
tinually  pradt ifed  in  naval  Armaments,  and  whofe  Experi¬ 
ence,  therefore,  ought  to  have  rendered  them  his  Superiors 
in  this  Art.  He  confidered  with  himfelf,  that,  as  the 
Fleets  of  thefe  Invaders  were  frequently  built  in  a  Hurry, 
haftily  drawn  together,  meanly  provided,  in  refpedt  to 
Victuals  and  Rigging,  and  crouded  with  Men,  a  few  Ships 
of  a  larger  Size,  wrought  in  a  new  Manner,  of  well  fea- 
fbned  Materials,  thoroughly  fupplied  with  Ammunition 
and  Provifion,  and  manned  with  expert  Seamen,  mull  at 
firft  Sight,  furprize ;  and,  in  the  Courfe  of  an  Engage¬ 
ment,  deitroy  Numbers  without  any  great  Hazard  to 
themfelves.  In  purfuance  of  this  Projedl,  he  caufed  a 
certain  Number  of  Ships  to  be  built,  capable  of  holding, 

each. 
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each,  iixty  Rowers,  and  double,  in  all  other  Refpeds, 
to  the  largefi;  Ships  then  in  Ufe.  Thefe  he  lent  to  Sea, 
with  Inftrudions,  neither  to  receive,  nor  give,  Quarter  3 
but  to  put  to  Death  all  who  fell  into  their  Power  \  In¬ 
ftrudions  perfectly  fuited  to  the  Delign  on  which  thefe 
Ships  were  fitted  out ;  and  to  the  Circumftdices  the 
King’s  Affairs  w7ere  then  in.  In  faying  this,  we  only 
copy  ancient  Authors  3  who,  are  loud  in  the  Praifes  of 
Alfred ,  and  take  abundance  of  Pains  to  poffefs  their  Readers 
with  high  Ideas  of  his  Wifdom,  Courage,  and  other  Vir¬ 
tues.  But  it  will, perhaps,  be  more  fatisfadory,  the  Nature 
of  this  Work,  efpecially,  confidered,  to  examine  this  Mat¬ 
ter  a  little  more  clofely 3  and  thereby  convince  whoever 
will  pay  a  proper  Attention,  that  Things  were  really  as 
thefe  Writers  have  Hated  them  3  and,  that  there  was 
fomething  highly  ufeful,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  very 
extraordinary,  in  this  Invention  3  which,  as  wre  have  feen, 
was  entirely  due  to  this  Monarch’s  Sagacity  and  Pene¬ 
tration. 

The  learned  Sir  Job?i  Spelman ,  who  wrote  an  accu¬ 
rate  Life  of  this  famous  Prince,1 * * 4  feems  to  be  in  much 
Incertainty  on  this  Subjed  3  he  is  not  able  to  determine, 
whether  they  were  Ships,  or  Gallies  5  nor  can  he  well 
reconcile  the  Heighth  of  the  Veffels  to  the  Number  of 
Rowers 3  but,  after  having  intimated  many  Doubts,  and 
cleared  none  of  them,  he  leaves  the  Reader  in  that  Per¬ 
plexity  into  which  he  brought  him  u.  In  the  firft  Place, 

E  2  then, 


1  Chronic.  Saxon,  pag.  98.  Henric.  Huntind.  Hifior.  lib  v 

Gui.  Malmesbur.  de  geltis  Regum  Anobrum,  lib.  jj  can'*  / 

Rog.  Hoveden.  p.  42o.  »  Lift  0f  King  Alfred  the  C  re  f 

p.  150.  1 51. 
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V. , 

then,  it  appears  from  good  Authority,  that  they  were 
GalJies 3  which  takes  away  all  Difficulty  about  the  Row¬ 
ers,  fmee,  in  the  Mediteranean ,  thefe  Sort  of  Veflels  are 
common,  becaufe  they  are  convenient  3  for  the  fame 
Reafon  which  inclined  King  Alfred  to  make  Ufe  of  them, 
the  facility  of  running  with  them  clofe  unto  Shore,  or  up 
into  Creeks.  That  they  might  be  longer,  higher,  and 
yet  iwifter,  than  the  Veflels  in  common  Ufe,  in  a  dupli¬ 
cate  Proportion,  which  is  the  true  fenfe  of  what  ancient 
Writers  fay  of  them,  may  be  eafily  conceived 3  and  thence 
their  great  Utility  arofe.  We  have  feen  that,  in  Point 
of  Numbers,  the  King  had  no  Hope  of  equaling  his 
Enemies  3  by  this  Contrivance,  he  removed  that  Diffi¬ 
culty  which  feemed  infuperable.  For,  with  a  Squadron 
of  thefe  Ships,  he  was  not  afraid  of  attacking  twice  or 
thrice  the  fame  Number  of  the  Enemy  5  becaufe  the 
Force  of  his  Ships  rendered  thofe  on  board  them,  able 
to  deal  with  as  many  as  they  could  grapple  with  ;  and, 
in  cafe  of  the  Enemy’s  having  either  the  Weather-Gage, 
or  feme  other  accidental  Advantage,  their  Swiftnefs  en¬ 
abled  them  to  bear  away  3  as,  on  the  other  Hand,  the 
Ports  were  all  their  own.  As  to  their  Inffrudlions,  we 
cannot  call  them  cruel  3  becaufe,  whatever  their  Enemies 
might  think  of  themfelves,  they  were  certainly  efteemed 
by  the  Saxons,  and  with  good  Reafon,  Enemies  to  Man¬ 
kind  3  incapable,  as  Experience  had  convinced  them,  of 
keeping  Faith,  and,  therefore,  altogether  unworthy  of 
Mercy.  On  the  other  Hand,  this  Severity  was  necefiary 
for  two  Reafons  *?  fir  ft,  in  refpedt  to  Self-defence.  Thefe 
Ships,  though  large  in  Comparifon  of  other  Veflels,  were, 
however,  not  large  enough  to  carry  Prifoners  with  an) 

Safety 3  for  we  cannot  apprehend  that  they  can  ied,  ex- 

clufive 
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clufive  of  their  Oars,  above  a  hundred  and  twenty  Men, 
if  fo  many.  Secondly ,  it  was  prudent  for  Example 
Sake,  in  order  to  flrike  a  Terror  into  thefe  Rovers, 
whereby  they  might  be  hindered  from  infefling  this 
Ifland,  and  inclined  rather  to  profecute  their  Defigns  on 
other  Coafls.  Add  to  all  this  another  Circumftance, 
preferved  to  us  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  and  Alfred’s  Wif- 
dom  will  inconteflably  appear.  Thfe  Gallies  were  not 
built  after  the  Model  of  the  Frifian  or  Daniflo  Ships w ; 
fo  that  they  were  wholly  ft  range  to  the  Enemy,  who 
knew  not  how  to  board  them,  though  their  Courage 
might  be  great,  and  themfelves,  for  the  Times  in  which 
they  lived,  able  Seamen. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  defcend  to  Fafts,  of  which 
fome  are  very  well  worth  the  Reader’s  Notice  x.  The 
fame  Year  thefe  Ships  were  firfl  built  %  fix  Pirates  of 
an  unufual  Bignefs,  infefted  the  Ifle  of  Wight ,  and  the 
Coafts  of  Devonjhire .  The  King  immediately  ordered 
nine  of  his  new  Ships  in  Quell  of  them,  with  Infrac¬ 
tions  to  get,  if  pofiible,  between  them  and  the  Shore. 
Three  of  the  Pirates,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  them, 
ran  a  Ground:  but  the  other  three  flood  out  to  Sea,  and 
boldly  engaged  the  King’s  Ships.  Of  thefe,  two  were 
taken,  and  all  the  Men  killed  :  the  third,  indeed,  efcaped  ; 
but  with  five  Men  only.  They  then  attacked  the  Ships 
which  ran  a-ground,  and  killed  a  great  Number  of 
Men.  At  length  the  Tide  took  them  off;  but  in  fo 
battered  and  leaky  a  Condition,  that  it  was  with  much 

E  3  ado 


w  Chronic.  Saxon.  A.  D.  S97.  x  Hen.  Huntingdon. 
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ado  they  reached  the  Coaft  of  the  South-S^xm,  where,' 
again  running  on  Shore  two  of  their  Veffels,  the1  Men 
endeavoured  to  efcape ;  but  were  taken,  and  carried  to 
Winch  eft  er ,  and  there  by  Order  of  the  King  were  hanged. 
The  third  Veflel,  though  the  Men  in  her  were  grievous¬ 
ly  wounded,  efcaped  \  and,  in  this  lingle  Year,  not  lefs 
than  twenty  Ships,  with  all  the  Men  on  Board  them, 
were  deftroyed  ;  and  this  on  the  South  Coaft  only :  which 
fufficiently  demonftrates,  what  mighty  Advantages  were 
derived  from  this  happy  Invention  of  the  King’s.  If 

the  Reader  .fhould  enquire  how  this  Superiority  at  Sea 

\ 

was  loft,  we  muft  obferve,  that  it  was  very  late  in  the 
King’s  Life,  before  his  Experience  furnifhed  him  with 
Light  fufficient  for  this  noble  Defign,  which  very  pro¬ 
bably  his  Succeflors  wanted  Skill  to  profecute  ;  though, 
as  will  be  hereafter  fhewn,  they  were  moved,  by  his  Ex¬ 
ample,  to  make  great  Efforts  for  maintaining  the  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  the  Sea . 

Though  this  Care  of  his  Fleet  was  very  commend¬ 
able,  yet  the  Concern  he  fhewed  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  Navigation,  the  extending  the  Commerce  of 
his  Subjects,  and  the  difeovering  and  deicribing  far-di- 
ftant  Countries,  deferves  ftill  higher  Commendation  ;  be- 
caufe  the  firft  might  be,  in  fome  Meafure,  aferibed  to 
Neceffity,  and  ended  only  in  the  Good  of  his  own 
Kingdom  ;  whereas  the  latter  was  inconteftably  the  Fruit 
of  an  heroic  Genius,  and  might  have  been  of  Ufe  to 
all  the  Nations  of  Europe .  It  was  in  order  to  further  thefe 
Views,  that  he  kept  conftantly  in  his  Court,  at  a  very 
great  Expence,  the  moft  eminent  Men  for  Worth  and 
Knowledge  of  all  Nations,  fuch  as  Gauls ,  ! "Franks ,  Ger¬ 
many  Frifins ,  An none  Britans ,  beftdes  the  Inhabitants 

of 
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of  every  Corner  of  the  Britijh  Illes ;  of  whom  he  en¬ 
quired,  and  from  whom  he  learnt,  whatever  was  known 
*n  thofe  Days,  which  the  Sequel  will  fhew,  was  more 
than  any  of  the  Moderns  imagine.  Two  Inftances  have 
been  tranfmitted,  with  authentic  Circumftances,  from 
his  Time  to  ours.  The  firft  is,  his  fending  Perfons  to 
difeover  the  utmoft  Extent  of  the  Artie  Regions,  and 
the  Pofiibility  of  a  Paflage  on  that  Side  to  the  North-Eaft. 
The  other,  his  Correfpondence  with  the  Indies .  Fadls 
fo  extraordinary  in  themfelves,  of  fuch  high  Importance 
in  refpedf  to  the  Subjects  of  which  this  Work  treats, 
and  hitherto  left  in  fuch  Obfcurity,  by  thofe  who  ought 
to  have  given  us  a  better  Account  of  them,  that  I  pre¬ 
fume  my  dwelling  upon  them,  will  be  considered  rather 
as  a  juft  Tribute  to  Alfred’s  glorious  Memory,  and  to  the 
Honour  of  this  Nation,  than  as  a  tedious  or  unneceflary 
Digreflion. 

Sir  John  Spelman,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  confi- 
dering  the  Time  in  which  he  wrote,  hath  left  us  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Hiftory  of  this  Monarch,  tells  us  y,  that  he  had 
been  informed,  there  was  in  the  Cotton-  Library ,  a  Me¬ 
morial  of  a  Voyage  of  one  Q fiber  a  Dane ,  performed, 
by  this  King’s  Procurement,  for  the  Difcovery  of  a 
North-Eaft  Paflage.  This  Paper,  he  fays,  he  could 
never  fee;  but  he  judged,  and  I  think  with  Reafon,  that 
it  contained  nothing  more,  than  the  Relation  of  that 
Voyage,  printed  in  the  Colledlions  of  Hakluyt  and 
Purchase  which  are  in  every  Body’s  Hands  ;  and,  if 
there  had  been  no  better  Account  of  the  Matter,  even 
that  would  have  deferved  much  Attention.  There  is. 


E  4  how- 
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however,  a  much  more  perfesft  Copy  of  this  Relation* 
infer  ted  in  the  Saxon  Verfion  of  Orofius,  made  by  King 
Alfred  himfelf  %  whereby  it  appears,  that  Ohther ,  for 
fo  he  is  called  in  this  authentic  Manufcript,  was  a  Na¬ 
tive  of  Halgoland ,  which  lies  in  66°  of  North  Latitude ; 
a  Man  of  great  Subftance,  of  more  than  ordinary  Skill 
in  Navigation,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  North.  He  furveyed  the  Coafts  of  Nor¬ 
way  and  Lapland ,  by  the  Direction  of  King  Alfred,  and 
prefented  him  not  only  with  a  clear  Defcription  of  thofe 
Countries,  and  their  Inhabitants,  but  had  alfo  brought 
him  fome  of  the  Horfe- Whales  Teeth,  which  were  then 
efteemed  more  valuable  than  Ivory,  and  gave  him  a 
good  Account  of  the  Whale-Filhing.  This,  probably, 
encouraged  the  King  to  fend  Wulfdan ,  an  Englijh 
Man,  to  view  thefe  Northern  Countries,  of  which 
he  alfo  gave  him  a  Relation.  Both  thefe  Narra¬ 
tives  are  written  with  fuch  Accuracy,  in  point  of  Geo¬ 
graphy,  fo  much  Plainnefs  and  Probability  in  refpedt  to 
Fads,  and  are  intermixed  with  fuch  juft  and  prudent 
Obfervations,  that  whoever  fhall  take  the  Trouble  of 
comparing  them  with  what'  the  famous  Olaus  Magnus, 
Archbifhop  of  Upfal,  wrote  many  hundred  Years  after¬ 
wards  of  the  fame  Countries a,  will  ftand  amazed,  and 
readily  confefs,  that  the  Age  of  Alfred  was  an  Age  of 

good 


z  There  is  a  fair  Copy  of  this  among  J tinius’s  MSS.  in  the 
Bodleian  Library.  The  Narrative  here  mentioned  is,  together 
with  a  Latin  Tranflation,  inferted  in  the  Saxon  Original,  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  Latin  Verfion  of  Sir  fohn  Spelman’s  Life 
of  Alfred,  published  by  Walker,  whence  thofe  Fadts  are  taken. 
a  The  Title  of  this  Book  is,  Hiftoria  de  Genti'ous  Septentriona- 
libus,  &c.  It  was  printed  originally  at  Rome,  in  t  J55,  in  Folio; 
and  there  is  an  English  Tranflation,  in  1658. 
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good  Senfe,  and  far  fuperior  in  Knowledge  to  thole 
which  fucceeded  it,  there  being  nothing  of  Fable  or  Im¬ 
probability  in  what  Ohther  or  Wulfjlan  deliver ;  but  all 
exa&ly  conformable  to  what  the  Difcoveries  of  the  laft 
and  prefent  Age  have  taught  us.  Hence,  I  muft  beg 
Leave  to  infer,  that  what  we  read  of  Fleets  fent  fo  far 
Nprth  by  the  Britons ,  is  far  from  being  fo  incredible,  as 
fome  Critics  would  make  us  believe ;  for  we  can  hardly 
imagine,  that  Alfred  fhould  ever  think  of  fuch  an  Ex¬ 
pedition,  without  fome  previous  Informations;  and  that 
he  might  have  thefe  from  the  Britons ,  will  appear  very 
probable,  if  we  confider  what  is  related  in  their  Hifto- 
ries ;  and  that  AJfer  of  St.  David's ,  a  learned  Briton , 
was  one  of  this  King’s  moft  intimate  Friends,  and  wrote 
the  Memoirs  of  his  Reign  b,  addrefied  to  himfelf,  which 
are  yet  extant. 

As  to  the  Indian  Voyage,  it  was  occalioned  chiefly 
by  the  King’s  Charity,  who,  hearing  of  the  Diftrefs  of 
the  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas ,  refolved  to  fend  them  Re¬ 
lief.  The  Perfon  he  made  Choice  of,  was  one  Suit  helm, 
called  in  Latin  Sigelmus ,  a  Prieft,  who  honeftly  executed 
his  Commiffion,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  return  back, 
bringing  with  him  an  immenfe  Treafure  of  India  Goods, 
and  amongft  them  precious  Stones,  Perfumes,  and  o- 
ther  Curiofities,  of  which  the  King  made  Prefents  to 
foreign  Princes :  As  the  Reward  of  fo  acceptable  a  Ser¬ 
vice,  Sigelmus  was  made  Bilhop  of  Sherburn ;  and  JVil - 
Ham  of  Malmefbury ,  in  his  Pontifical  Hifiory ,  gives  us 

a  diftindl  Account  of  this  Voyage,  and  tells  us,  it  not 

#  x 
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only  ftruck  with  Wonder  fuch  as  lived  in  the  Time 
when  it  was  performed,  but  was  confidered  with  Ad¬ 
miration,  even  in  the  Age  in  which  he  lived  ;  adding* 
that  Sigelmus  had  left  to  his  Church  feveral  of  thefe  In¬ 
dian  Curiofities,  as  unqueftionable  Evidences  of  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  Thing  c.  It  is  true,  that  After  of  St.  Da¬ 
vid' whom  we  before  mentioned,  fays  nothing  of 
this  Indian  Voyage,  though  he  is  very  particular  in  what 
ever  relates  to  the  Power,  Splendour,  or  Reputation  of 
that  Monarch.  But  it  would  be  a  rafh  and  unjull 
Conclufion,  to  argue  from  his  Silence,  that  no  fuch 
Voyage  was  performed.  After ,  as  appears  from  a  Paf- 
fage  in  his  Memoirs,  wrote  them  in  the  Year  893,  at 
which  Time  Sigelmus  was  not  returned.  But  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  under  the  Year  887,  which  was  that 
wherein  Sigelmus  fet  out.  After  celebrates  the  King’s 
extenfive  Correfpondence,  and  the  great  Court  that  was 
paid  him  by  Princes,  and  other  Perfons  of  Eminence, 
in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  and  he  particularly  mentions 
Letters  from  Abel  Patriarch  of  Jerufalem ,  which  he  faw 
and  read  d  3  and  thefe  very  probably,  were  the  very  Let¬ 
ters  which  occafioned  the  King's  fending  Sigelmus .  Add 
to  this,  that  After  died  foon  after  the  Return  of  this  great 
Traveller,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  Bifhoprick  of 
S her  burn  e  ;  fo  that  the  whole  of  this  Narration  is  per¬ 
fectly  clear,  and  well  connected.  It  may  not  be  a mifs 
to  obferve,  that  thefe  Chriilians  of  St.  Thomas ,  inhabit 
the  Peninfula  of  India ,  and,  that  the  Commodities  which 

Sigelmus 


c  Gal.  Malmefbur.  cie  gefiis  PontificAnglorum,  lib.ii.  p.  247? 
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Sigelmus  is  faid  to  have  brought  back,  are  precifely  thofe, 
of  their  Country.  Sir  John  Spelman  obferves  further 
upon  this  SubjeCt,  that,  the  Value  and  Ufe  of  thefe  Cu- 
riofities  being  little  known  here,  the  King  fought  out 
for  Artifts  of  all  Sorts,  particularly  Goldfmiths  and  Je¬ 
wellers,  for  the  working  of  them  :  and  fuch  were  the 
Defects  ofthofe  Times,  and  fo  excelling  was  the  Facul¬ 
ty  of  the  King  in  every  Thing  he  turned  his  Hand  un¬ 
to,  as  that  even  in  thofe  Works  alfo,  the  Artificers 
themfelves,  and  their  Arts,  received  Improvement  from 
his  Invention  and  Dire&ion,  while  they  followed  his 
Genius  and  manufactured  that  he  defigned  to  them  f. 
And,  as  if  there  was  fomething  peculiar  in  the  Fortune 
of  this  Prince,  we  have  Hill  remaining  a  Proof  of  what 
is  here  advanced  ;  I  mean,  a  Jewel  richly  wrought,  dug 
up  in  the  Ifland  of  Athelney ,  which  was  the  King’s  Re¬ 
treat  when  he  fled  from  the  Danes ,  in  the  Beginning  of 

* 

his  Reign,  and  where  he  afterwards  founded  a  Mona- 
ftery.  This  curious  Relick  is  yet  preferved  in  the  AJh - 
molean  Collection  of  Curiofities,  and,  befides  its  excellent 
Workmanfhip,  hath  a  Saxon  Infcription  to  this  Purpofe, 
^ELFREDUS  ME  JUSSIT  FABRICARI, 
i.  e.  ALFRED  dire  fled  this  to  he  madez>  Having 
thus,  to  the  utmofl:  of  my  Ability,  cleared  and  juflified 
thefe  naval  Expeditions  performed  near  a  thoufand  Years 
ago,  I  return  now  to  the  Thread  of  my  Hiftory,  and 
to  an  Account  of  what  the  Saxons  performed  at  Sea,  af¬ 
ter  this  wife  Monarch  had  fhewn  them  the  Ufe  and  Im¬ 
portance  of  a  naval  Force. 

*  EDWARD 


f  Spelman’s  Life  of  iElfred.  p.  204- 
Magn.  p.  170,  17 1. 
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*  E  D  W  A  R  D  Tucceeded  to  his  Father  Alfred ,  and 
proved  a  very  great  Prince;  however,  his  Reign  was  di- 
fturbed,  both  by  inteftine  Divifions,  his  Coufin  Ethel- 
vjald  pretending  to  the  Kingdom,  and  by  foreign  Inva- 
Sons  of  the  Danesy  who,  at  the  Requeft  of  this  Ethel- 
wald \  came  in  the  fourth  Year  of  the  King's  Reign, 
in  vaft  Numbers  into  England .  King  Edward ,  finding 
it  impoffible  to  hinder  their  Landing,  drew  together  an 
Army  as  foon  as  he  could,  and  followed  them  into  Kent\ 
where  he  engaged  them,  and  in  a  bloo&y  Battel  killed 
Eric  the  Danifh  King,  and  Ethelwald  who  had  Sirred 
up  this  Wat*.  But,  finding  that  he  was  Sill  diSurbed 
with  new  Swarms  of  thefe  Northern  Rovers,  he  had  Re- 
courfe  to  his  Fleet ;  and,  having  drawn  together  a  hun¬ 
dred  Ships  upon  the  CoaS  of  Kent,  he  fuccefsfully  en¬ 
gaged  the  Enemy,  and  forced  the  greateS  Part  of  their 
Fleet  on  Shore ;  and  then,  landing  himfelf,  defeated  them 
in  a  bloody  Battel,  wherein,  though  he  loS  abundance 
of  Men,  yet  he  entirely  defeated  his  Enemies,  killing 
moS  of  their  chief  Commanders  upon  the  Spot.  By 
Degrees  he  railed  his  Reputation  fo  high,  not  only  by 
his  Military  Exploits,  but  by  his  gentle  Government 
and  wife  Provifion  for  his  Subjects  Safety,  that  all  the 
petty  Princes  throughout  Britain ,  congratulated  him  of 
their  own  Accord  on  his  Succefs,  willingly  owned  him 
fir  their  Lord,  and  humbly  defired  his  Protection.  The 
very  Danes  who  were  fettled  in  the  Ifland,  took  the 
fame  Method  of  fecuring  themfelves  againS  his  Arms: 
but  a  very  little  Time  after  this  extraordinary  Mark  of 
good  Fortune  he  died ;  and  in  a  fhort  Space  after  his 
younger  Brother  died,  who  had  fucceeded  him  \ 

*  ETHELS  T  A  N 
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%  E  THE  LSTJN  fucceeded  his  Brother,  and  gave 
early  Proofs  of  his  being  the  Grandfon  of  the  great  Alfred. 
He  difcovered,  from  his  firft  afcending  the  Throne,  a 
great  Diflike  to  that  Policy,  which  his  Predeceflors  had 
nfed,  of  fuffering  the  Dams,  and  other  Strangers,  who, 
by  Force,  had  feated  themfelves  in  theliland,  to  become 
legal  Poifeftbrs,  in  confideration  of  fomedmall  Acknow" 
ledgment,  and  a  feigned  Subjection,  which  was  fure  to 
la  ft  no  longer,  than  ’till  they  had  a  fair  Opportunity  of 
revolting.  This  was,  certainly,  a  right  Maxim  ;  and  one 
may  fafely  affirm,  that  this  Monarch  was  the  great- 
eft  Politician,  and,  at  leaft,  as  great  a  Captain  as  any  of 
the  Saxon  Kings.  He  wifely  judged,  that  there  was  no 
executing  his  Scheme  without  a  confiderable  Force ;  and 
therefore  he  kept  his  Army,  and  his  Fleet  in  conftant 
ReadinefsA  At  the  beginning  of  his  Reign,  he  made,  or 
rather  renewed,  the  Alliance  fubfifting  between  his  Bre¬ 
thren  ;  and  Conjlantine ,  then  King  of  Scots ,  conceiving 
that,  as  their  Interefts  were  the  fame,  this  would  bind 
him  to  a  due  Performance  of  the  Treaty :  in  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  miftaken  ;  for  Conjlantine  fuddenly  broke 
it ;  either  out  of  Caprice,  or  from  an  Apprehenfion  of 
Ethelftarf s  Power.  Immediately  upon  this,  the  Saxon 
invaded  Scotland  with  a  Royal  Army,  and  wafted  its 
Coafts  with  a  mighty  Fleet ;  which  brought  Conjlantine 
to  a  Submiffion,  much  againft  his  Will,  as  he  difcovered 
feme  Years  after.  As  foon  as  Etheljlan  was  retired,  the 
Scot  began  to  intrigue  with  the  Britons  on  one  Side,  and 

with 
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with  Anlaj}\  whom  moft  of  our  Hiftorians  ftile  King  of 
Ireland ,  but  who  in  reality  was  a  Danijh  Prince,  fettled 
there  by  Conqueft  on  the  other.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
Negotiations,  the  Britons  marched  Northwards,  with  a 
great  Army ;  where  they  were  joined  by  the  whole  Force 
of  the  Scots  :  Anlaff  coming  at  the  fame  Time  to  their 
Afliftance,  with  a  more  numerous  Fleet  than  had  ever 
been  fee n  in  thofe  Seas.  Etheljlan ,  inftead  of  being  de- 
jeCted  at  the  Sight  of  fo  many  and  fo  powerful  Ene¬ 
mies,  refolved  to  decide  the  Quarrel*  by  attacking  them 
both  at  Sea  and  at  Land,  at  the  lame  Time;  which  he 
accordingly  performed  with  equal  Valour  and  Succefs. 
in  this  Battel,  there  fell  five  Kings,  and  feven  DaniJI) 
Chiefs  J.  It  was  the  bloodieil  Engagement  that,  till  then, 
had  ever  happened  in  this  Ifland ;  and  in  the  Saxon  Chro¬ 
nicle,  there  is  a  moll  elegant  Account  of  it.  By  this 
grand  Defeat,  King  Etheljlan  effectually  carried  his 
Point,  and  rendered  himfelf  the  moft  abfolute  Monarch 
that  ever  had  reigned  in  Britain  \  The  Ufe  he  made  of 
his  Victory,  was,  effectually  tofecure  his  Dominions,  by 
taking  from  the  petty  Princes,  fuch  Places  as  he  judged 
to  be  dangerous  in  their  Hands ;  and  in  all  Probability 
he  would  effectually  have  eftablifhed  the  Saxon  Power, 
if  he  had  long  furvived  ;  but  he  died  about  a  Year  after, 
having  fwayed  the  Scepter,  feme  fay,  fourteen,  others, 
ilxteen  Years. 

f  E  D  MU ND,  his  Brother,  fucceeded  him  in  the 
the  Throne,  and  found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of 

con- 
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contefting  with  his  old  Enemy  Anlaff, \  and  his  Affix:  i- 
ates;  whom  he  defeated,  and  with  whom  he  afterwards 
made  Peace ;  but,  finding  that  there  was  no  Dependance 
upon  the  Faith,  either  of  the  Danijb  or  Britijh  Princes 
ieatedon  the  North,  he  feized  on  the  Kingdom  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  and  added  it  to  his  own  Dominions,  giving 
Cumberland  to  the  King  of  Scots  as  his  Feudatory.  He 
had  no  great  Occafion  for  naval  Armaments,  the  Fame 
of  his  Brother’s  Power  preferring  him  from  foreign  In- 
vafions ;  fo  that,  after  a  fhort  Reign,  he  left  his  Crown 
to  his  Brother  Edred  k.  This  Prince  had  fcarce  affirmed 
the  Regal  Dignity,  before  he  was  affailed  by  his  old  Ene¬ 
mies,  the  Scots  and  Danes  ;  againft  whom  he  had  not 
fo  great  Succefs  as  his  Brethren ;  not  through  any  Fault 
of  his,  but  rather  by  reafon  of  fome  treafonable  Practi¬ 
ces  of  fome  of  his  powerful  Subjects.  His  Nephew, 
Edwy ,  ftept  aftei  nim  into  tne  Throne  j  and  difobligina 
the  Monks,  they  have  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity  an  Ac- 
count  of  nothing  but  his  Vices  \  It  fhould  feem,  however, 
tnat,  dunng  the  Reign  of  all  thefe  Kings,  the  naval  Pow¬ 
er  of  the  Saxons  was  continually  increafing,  of  which 
we  fhall  fee  immediate  Proofs ;  and  to  this  we  may  a- 
feribe  their  not  being  plagued  with  any  of  thofe  Invafions 

from  the  North,  which  had  fo  much  difturbed  their 
Predeceffors. 

_  t  E  D  G  JR>  very  juffly  Riled  the  Great,  fucceeded 
hi,  Bi  other  Edwy  ;  and  from  his  firlt  afeending  the 
t  hione,  demonftiated  himfelf  worthy  of  being  the  Heir 
of  Alfred  and  E  thrift  an.  He  thoroughly  underftood,  and 

fuccefsfully 
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fuccefsfully  purfued  their  Maxims  ;  for  he  applied  himfelf* 
from  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  to  the  railing  a  mighty 
Maritime  Force  ;  and  to  the  keeping  in  due  Subjection 
all  the  petty  Princes.  In  one  Thing  only  he  was  blame - 
able  ;  that  he  gave  too  much  into  foreign  Cuftoms,  and 
indulged  the  Danes  in  living  promifcuoufly  with  his  own 
People ;  which  gave  them  an  Opportunity  of  knowing 
thoroughly  the  State  of  all  Parts  of  the  Nation,  of  which 
they  made  a  very  bad  Ufe  in  fucceeding  Times.  In  all 
probability,  he  was  led  into  this  Error  by  his  Love  to 
Peace,  which  indeed  he  enjoyed,  much  more  than  any  of 
his  Anceftors  had  done.  But  he  enjoyed  it,  as  a  King  of 
this  Ifland  ought  to  enjoy  it;  not  in  a  lazy  Fruition  of 
Pleafure,  unworthy  a  Prince  ;  but  by  affiduouhy  applying 
himfelf  to  Affairs  of  State ;  and  by  an  AClivity  which 
few  other  Kings  are  capable  of,  even  in  Times  of  the 
greateft  Danger.  But  it  is  necefiary  to  enter  into  par¬ 
ticulars,  lince  we  are  now  come  to  the  Reign  of  that 
King,  who  moll  clearly  vindicated  this  Right  to  ,the 
Dominion  of  the  Sea,  and  who  valued  himfelf  on  his 
having  juft.ly  acquired  the  Title  of  Protestor  of  Com¬ 
merce. 

*  A  S'  to  his  Fleet,  all  Writers  agree,  that  it  was  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  of  his  Predeceffors,  as  well  as  much  more 
powerful  than  that  of  all  the  other  European  Princes 
put  together  ;  but  they  are  by  no  Means  of  the  fame 
Mind,  as  to  the  Number  of  Ships  of  which  it  was 
compofed.  Some  fix  it  at  three  Thoufand  fix  hundred  111 ; 
others,  at  four  Thoufand  n ;  and  there  wants  not  Au¬ 
thority 
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*  Chron.  Joan.  Bromptcn. 


Of  the  BRITONS.  <*. 

thority  to  carry  it  fo  high,  as  four  Thoufand  eight  Hun¬ 
dred  °.  However,  the  fird  feems  to  be  the  mod  probable 
Number ;  and  therefore  to  it  we  fhall  keep.  Thefc  Ships 
h?  divided  into  three  Fleets,  each  of  twelve  Hundred 
Sail,  and  kept  them  conftantly  dationed ;  one  on  the 
Eaft,  another  on  the  Wed,  and  the  third,  on  the  North 
Coad  of  the  Kingdom :  neither  was  he  fatisfied  with 
barely  making  fuch  a  Proviiion  ;  he  would  iikewife  ie_ 
that  it  anfwcred  the  Ends  for  which  he  intended  it.  In 
order  to  this,  every  h  ear  after  E after,  he  went  on  board 
the  Fleet,  dationed  on  the  Eadern  Coad  ;  and,  failing 
Wed,  he  fcoured  all  the  Channels,  looked  into  every 
Creek  and  Bay,  from  the  ’Thames  Mouth  to  the  Lands 
End  in  Cornwall.  Then,  quitting  thefe  Ships,  he  went 
on  board  the  Wedern  Fleet,  with  which,  deering  his 
Courfe  to  the  Northward,  he  did  the  like,  not  only  on 
the  Englifh  and  Scotch  Coad,  but  aifo  on  thofe  of  Ireland, 
and  among  the  Hebrides,  which  lie  between  them  and 
Britain-,  then,  meeting  the  Northern  Fleet,  he  failed  in 
it  to  the  Thames  Mouth p.  Thus  furrounding  the  Iiland 
every  Summer,  he  rendered  any  Invafion  impracticable, 
kept  his  Sailors  in  continual  Exercife,  and  effectually  af- 
ferted  his  Sovereignty  over  the  Sea.  As  a  further  Proof 
of  this,  he  once  held  his  Court  at  Chejler ;  where,  when 
all  his  Feudatory  Princes  had  alTembled,  in  order  to  do 
him  Homage,  he  caufed  them  to  enter  a  Barge;  and 
litting  four  on  one  Side,  and  four  on  the  other,  they  rowed 

while  he  deered  the  Helm  ;  paffing  thus  in  Triumph  on 

Vol.  I.  F  . 
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the  River  Dee,  from  his  Palace,  to  the  Monaftery  of  St. 
John,  where  he  landed,  and  received  their  Oaths  to  be 
his  faithful  Vaffals,  and  to  defend  his  Rights  by  Land 
and  by  Sea  :  and  then,  having  mace  a  Speech  to  them, 
he  returned  to  his  Barge,  and  palled  in  the  fame  manner 
back  to  his  Palace.  The  Names  of  thefe  Princes  were, 
Kenneth  King  of  Scotland,  Malcolm  King  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  Maccufm  King  of  the  Ifles ;  and  five  petty  Kings 
of  the  Britons.  When  the  Ceremony  was  over,  the 
King  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  his  Succellors  might  juftly 
glory  in  the  Title  of  Kings  of  the  Englijh  ;  fince,  by 
this  folemn  Aft,  he  had  fet  their  Prerogative  above  all 
Difputes q.  John  Fox  blames  this  Speech,  as  an  Inftance 
of  the  King’s  Pride  and  Vanity  r ;  which  was  owing  to 
a  Narrownefs  of  Mind  ;  for  furely  the  King  intended 
no  more  than  to  fecure  his  juft  Rights,  as  his  Speeca 
declared,  and  to  diftinguilh  between  a  wife  Adt  of  Policy, 

and  a  mere  pompous  Parade. 

In  the  Winter,  he  travelled  by  Land  through  all  Parts 
of  his  Dominions,  to  fee  that  Juftice  was  duly  adminifter- 
ed ;  to  prevent  his  Nobles  from  becoming  OppreiTors ;  and 
to  fecure  the  meaneft  of  his  People  from  buffering  wrong. 
Thefe  were  the  Arts  by  which  he  fecured  Tranquility  to 
himfelf ;  while  he  kept  Foreigners  in  Awe,  and  his 
Subjects  in  Quiet.  By  being  always  ready  for  War,  he 
avoided  it ;  fo  that,  in  his  whole  Reign,  there  happened 

but  one  Difturbance  ;  and  that,  through  the  intemperate 

Fury' 
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Fury  of  the  Britons,  who,  while  he  was  in  the  North 
committed  great  Diforders  in  the  Weft.  On  his  Return,5 
he  entered  their  Country  with  a  great  Army  ;  and,  that 
they  might  feel  the  Effeds  of  Plundering,  Offered  his 
Soldiers  to  take  whatever  they  could  find  :  but  when  he 
faw  the  People  reduced  to  extreme  Mifery,  he  rewarded 
his  Army  out  of  his  own  Coffers,  and  obliged  them  to 
reftore  the  Spoil ;  by  which  he  left  thofe,  whom  he 
found  Rebels,  the  moil  affedionate  of  all  his  Subjeds  s. 
Well,  therefore,  might  our  ancient  Hiftorians  boa  ft  as 
they  did  of  this  Prince;  and  fay,  that  he  was  comparable 
to  any  of  the  Heroes  of  Antiquity.  In  Truth,  he  far 
furpaffed  them ;  for,  whereas  many  of  them  became  fa¬ 
mous  by  Ads  of  Rapine  and  Robbery,  he  eftablilhed 
his  Reputation  on  a  nobler  Foundation;  that  of  reim- 
ing  fixteen  Years,  without  a  Thief’s  being  found  °on 
Land  or  a  Pyrate  heard  of  at  Sea'.  One  Thing  more 
I  muft  mention,  as  being  much  to  my  Purpofe,  though 
unnoticed  by  any  of  our  modern  Writers.  It  is  the 
Preamble  of  a  Decree  of  his,  made  in  the  fourteenth 
Year  of  his  Reign ;  wherein  his  Stile  runs  thus.  E°o 
'dgarus,  totius  Albicnis  Bafeleus,  necnon  Maritmorum 
jeu  lnfulanorum  Regum  circumhabitantium ,  &c.  That  is 

If‘!£ar’  M°narch  of  a11  Am°n>  and  Sovereign  over’ 

°f  the  adjacent  Ifles>  which  plainly 
averts  his  Naval  Dominion  «.  As  he  lived,  fo  he  died 

in  Peace,  and  full  of  Glory  f.  Happy  had  it  been  for 

his  Succeffors,  if,  with  his  Dominions,  they  had  inherited 
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any  Portion  of  his  Spirit.  But,  alas !  governed  by  Wo¬ 
men,  and  ridden  by  Prieils,  they  quickly  broke  to  pieces 
that  mighty  Power  which  he  bequeathed  them. 

His  Son  Edward ,  a  Child,  fucceeded  him  ;  but,  by 
that  Time  he  had  reigned  three  Years,  he  was,  by  the 
Contrivance  of  his  Mother-in-law,  bafely  murdered,  to 
make  Way  for  her  Son  E their ed ,  who  mounted  the 
Throne  after  his  Deceafe  ;  but  who  was  entirely  governed 
by  this  Dowager- Queen,  his  Mother*.  In  fix  Years 
after  the  Death  of  Edgar ,  the  Strength  of  the  Nation 
was  fo  far  funk,  that  a  Danijh  Squadron,  confiding  but 
of  feven  Ships,  infefled  the  Coaft,  and  plundered  South¬ 
ampton™  \  and,  in  a  few  Years  after,  they  ravaged  and 
burned  all  the  Coaft  3  infomuch  that,  in  991,  the  King, 
by  the  Advice  of  Siricu j,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury , 
made  a  Treaty  with  the  Danes ,  and  endeavoured  to 
bribe  them  by  a  Subfid y  of  ten  Thoufand  Pounds,  to 
forbear  plundering ;  which  gave  the  firft  Rife  to  that  in¬ 
famous  Tribute,  called  Danegeld  x.  This  produced  an  Ef- 

t  :  *  •  ■  ’*  '  ‘1 

fed!  which  might  have  been  eafily  forefeen,  though 
quite  contrary  to  what  was  intended ;  for  the  Danes  com¬ 
mitted  greater  Rapines  than  ever ;  fuppofing,  that  the 
worfe  they  treated  the  King’s  Subjedls,  the  larger  Sums 
they  fliould  extort,  for  a  Promife  to  be  gone.  Thus 
the  King  was  compelled  to  take  that  Method  at  laft,  to 
which  he  fliould  at  firft  have  had  Recourfe,  viz.  railing 
an  Army  and  fitting  out  a  Fleet.  And  now,  when  he 
had  done  this,  his  General  betrayed  him ;  whereby  the 

Danes 


*  A.  D.  978.  w  Chron.  Saxon,  ad  A.  D.  981.  x  Ibjd.  991 » 
Gul.  Malmefbur.  de  gelt.  Reg.  Anglor,  lib*  ii«  c.  io»  Aimed. 
Beverl.  lib  viii. 


Of  the  BRITON  S.  69 

Danes  for  that  Time  efcaped,  though  a  little  after  they 
returned,  and  were  defeated Y.  Thefe,  however,  were 
but  flight  Mifchiefs,  to  thofe  which  followed  ;  for,  when 
it  is  once  known,  that  a  Kingdom  is  weakly  governed, 
new  Enemies  will  daily  rife.  In  993,  came  Unlaff, \  a 
famous  Pyrate,  with  a  Fleet  of  ninety-three  Ships,  to 
4 Stanes,  and  having  wafted  the  Country  on  both  Sides 
the  Thames ,  they  went  down  the  River  again,  and  com¬ 
mitted  new  Outrages  on  the  Coaft  of  Kent.  The  King 
fent  an  Army  to  oppofe  them,  which  they  beat,  and 
killed  the  General  who  commanded  it.  Afterwards,  they 
landed  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Humber ,  and  committed  new 
Devaftations.  The  next  Year,  Anlaff ,  Duke  of  Nor- 
way ,  came  before  London ,  with  a  Fleet  of  ninety-four 
Sail,  and  endeavoured  to  burn  it ;  but  the  Citizens  defend¬ 
ed  themfelves  fo  well,  that,  at  length,  he  was  forced  to 
defift  ;  then,  marching  into  Kent  and  Hampjbire ,  he 
compelled  the  Country  People  to  furriifh  Horfes  for  his 
Army  ;  which  enabled  them  to  commit  fuch  horrid  De¬ 
vaftations,  that  the  King,  being  unable  to  protedl  his 
Subjects,  had  Recourfe  to  a  Compofition ;  and,  having 
fent  Commiflioners  to  treat  with  Anlaff^  it  was  agreed 
to  give  him  fixteen  Thoufand  Pounds,  on  Condition  that 
he  fhould  never  again  fet  Foot  in  England :  and,  which 
was  rare  amongft  Men  of  his  Profeflion,  he  religioufly. 
kept  his  Word.  In  997,  a  great  Fleet  of  Strangers  en¬ 
tered  the  Mouth  of  the  Severn ;  fpoiled  all  the  adjacent 
Countries  with  Fire  and  Sword,  and  afterwards  deftroy- 
ed  Cornwall ,  and  Devon/hire  5  and,  having  collected  an 

ini- 
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immenfe  Booty,  carried  it  oft'  to  their  Ships.  The  next 
Year  they  committed  the  like  Outrages  in  Dorfetjhire  ; 
where  an  Army  was  fent  to  oppofe  them  ;  which  did 
little.  In  999,  they  came  into  the  Thames ,  and,  march¬ 
ing  through  Kent,  the  King  met  them  at  Canterbury , 
with  his  d  orces,  fo  that  a  Battel  enfued ;  wherein,  through 
fome  ill  Management,  the  King  was  defeated  with  great 
Lofs  ;  which  feemed  to  have  roufed  the  Nobility  :  for, 
immediately  thereupon,  it  was  determined,  in  a  great 
Council,  to  raife  a  numerous  Army,  and  to  fit  out  a  Fleet; 
which  was  accordingly  done :  but  the  old  Management 
continuing,  thefe  mighty  Preparations,  fays  my  Author, 
ended,  in  nothing  more  than  exhaufting  the  Purfes,  and 
breaking  the  Spirits  of  the  People ;  whereby  their  Enemies 
were  encouraged  to  trample  on  them  more  and  more.  The 
next  Year,  the  Fleet  were  hindered  from  ailing  all  the 
Summer,  by  contrary  Winds,  to  the  great  Lofs  and  Dif- 
fatisfadlion  of  the  People.  In  ioox,  new  Diforders  of  the 
fame  Kind  happened  ;  and,  one  of  the  King’s  Admirals 
deferring  with  great  Part  of  the  Fleet,  he  was  conftrained 
again  to  think  of  Treating;  which  accordingly  he  did,  and 
purchafed  Peace  for  twenty-four  Thoufand  Pounds :  and 
yet,  the  next  Year,  he  found  himfclf  fo  ftreightned,  that 
he  had  no  other  Way  of  fetting  his  People  at  Liberty, 
than  by  a  general  Maflacre  of  the  Danes ,  throughout 
England .  This,  however,  proved  but  a  Temporary  Ex¬ 
pedient  ;  for,  in  a  few  Years,  they  were  in  as  bad  a  Con¬ 
dition  as  ever ;  infomuch,  that  through  the  Fury  of  the 
Danes ,  and  the  Treachery  of  his  Nobility,  the  King 
was  able  to  do  nothing,  but  opprefs  his  Subjects,  by  raif- 
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ing  vaft  Sams,  to  be  given  to  their  Enemies 3  for,  in  1007, 
the  Danes  had  thirty  Thoufand  Pounds  at  once  A 

These  Oppreffions  convinced  all  the  honeft,  and 
loyal  Part  of  the  Nation,  of  the  Neceflity  of  arming 
themfelves,  and  of  exerting  their  utmoft  Force  to  rid  them 
of  thefe  barbarous  Guefts.  In  order  thereto,  a  new,  and 
general  Tax  was  laid,  for  railing  and  fupportinga  Fleet 
and  Army.  According  to  this  Scheme,  every  three  Hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  Hides  of  Land  were  to  find  a  flout  Ship  ; 
and  every  eight  Hides  a  Coat  of  Mail,  and  Helmet 3 
whereby  a  great  Force  indeed  was  railed  3  which,  through 
treachery,  however,  had  little  Eftedl a.  It  is  plain,  that  this 
Tax,  or  Subfidy,  was  impofed  with  Judgment,  and  by 
common  Confent  3  it  grew,  therefore,  thenceforward,  an 
Annual  Charge  upon  the  People  3  and  is  that  Tax  we  fo 
often  meet  with,  in  ancient  Writers,  under  the  Name  of 
Dane  geld  3  and  from  which  Edward ,  the  Confefior,  is 
laid  to  have  freed  his  Subjects.  The  Reader  mull  dif- 
tinguifh  this  Subfidy,  raifed  upon  the  Engli/h  Nation, 
from  the  Money  occafionally  paid  to  the  Danes  3  though 
they  both  go  under  the  fame  Denomination.  The  fir  ft 
was  raifed  at  fuch  Times,  and  in  fuch  Proportions,  as 
Neceflity  required  3  and  was,  properly  enough,  called 
Danegeld  3  as  it  was  given  to  pacify  thofe  Invaders.  I  he 
fecond  was,  a  regular,  fettled  Impofition,  not  much  un¬ 
like  our  Land-Tax  3  and  was  properly  called,  in  the 
Saxon  Tongue,  Heregyld ,  i.  e.  Soldier's  Money  3  and  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  the  Isiame  of  Danegeld ;  becaufe  it  was  originally 
givrcii  to  raife  a  force  to  fight  the  Danes,  It  mull  have 
amounted  to  a  vaft  Sum  in  thofe  Days;  iince  the  Saxon 
Chronicle  informs  us9  that  by  it,  when  firft  impofed, 
tliere  v,  as  a  prodigious  Fleet  fet  on  foot,  fuch  a  One  as, 
till  then,  had  not  been  feen  :  Now,  if  we  tales  this  in 
a  very  limited  Senfe,  and  allow  it  to  fignify  not  a 
greater  fleet  than  Edgar’ s,  but  fuperior  to  any  of  his 
stationary  Squadrons  ;  even  this  would  be  a  very  great 
I  hing b.  The  Confequence  of  clearing  this  Point,  will 
appeal  in  the  fucceeding  Part  of  the  VFork:  in  the  mean 
'Fime,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  Nation  fubmitted  to 
this  grievous  Tax,  in  order  to  maintain  a  Naval  Force, 
fufficient  to  have  preferved  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea ; 
which,  queftionlefs,  might  have  been  effected,  had  the 
Money  they  gave  been  faithfully  applied.  But  fuch 
were  the  Delays,  fuch  the  Diforder  in  all  their  Military 
Preparations,  that  the  People  were  fleeced,  the  Service 
neglefted,  and  the  unfortunate  King  Ethelred ,  who,  for 
any  Thing  that  appears  in  Hiftory,  was  a  very  brave, 
well-meaning  Prince  ;  acquired  the  Sur-name,  or  rather 
was  ftigmatized  with  the  opprobrious  Nickname  of  The 
Unieady,  This  is  a  dhagreeable  Subject;  and  nothing 
net  the  Love  of  Trutn,  and  the  Defire  of  preventing 
fuch  Mifchicfe,  by  fairly  expofing  their  Caufes,  could 
have  prevailed  upon  me  to  have  dwelt  on  it  fo  long. 
It  was  my  Duty,  as  an  Hiftorian  ;  and,  how  unwill¬ 
ingly  foever,  I  have  performed  it, 

I  T 
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It  would,  however,  be  ]to  no  Furpofe  to  fvvell  this 
Work,  with  a  long  Detail  of  the  Misfortunes  which  be- 
fel  this  Prince,  and  his  Son,  the  valiant  Edmund ,  Sur- 
named,  for  his  many  hardy  Adis  in  the  Service  of  his 
Country,  Ironfidcs ;  lince  thefe  are  fully  related  in  all 
our  Hiftories:  and  indeed,  there  is  great  Reafon  to  fuf- 
pedf,  that  the  Stories  we  therein  meet  with,  are  rather 
amplified  than  abridged.  Two  Things,  however,  de- 
ferve  the  Reader’s  Notice  in  this  great  Revolution.  The 
firft,  that,  after  once  the  Spirits  of  the  People  had  been 
funk,  by  railing  on  them  a  great  Sum  of  Money  to 
purchafe  Peace,  they  never  afterwards  could  be  revi¬ 
ved  ;  but  Things  daily  declined,  and  the  chief  Perfons 
in  the  Realm  fought  to  fecure  an  Intereft  in  the  Con¬ 
querors,  by  betraying  thofe  whom  they  ought  to  have 
defended  :  fo  that  the  Reduction  of  England  was  not  fo 
much  owing  to  the  Number  and  Force  of  the  Enemy, 
though  thefe  were  very  great,  as  to  the  Treachery  of  the 
few,  the  Dejeftion  of  the  many,  and  the  difputcs  of  both 
among  themfelves:  their  Naval  Force,  even  when 
they  were  lowed,  being  more  than  fufficient  to  have  de¬ 
fended  their  Coafts,  had  it  been  properly  conducted. 
But  being  fometimes  betrayed  by  their  Admirals,  at  o- 
thers  diftrefled  for  want  of  Provifions,  every  little  Ac¬ 
cident  difcouraged  them,  and  any  confiderable  Lofs  dis¬ 
heartened  them  quite.  The  Conqueft  of  fuch  Men 
could  not  be  hard.  The  fecond  Obfervation  I  have  to 
make  is  this;  that  no  fooner  Swain ,  King  of  Denmark , 
found  himfelf  fuperior  at  Sea,  than  he  let  up  a  Title 
to  the  Kingdom;  which  fufficiently  fhews,  that  this  I- 
fland  is  never  fafe  longer  than  it  is  the  firft  Maritime 
Power:  whence  the  Importance  of  our  Navy  is  made 

too 
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too  manifeft  to  be  denied,  and  by  which  we  may  be 
convinced,  that  as  our  Freedom  flows  only  from  our 
Confutation,  fo  both  mull  be  defended  by  our  Fleets. 


CHAP.  III. 

The  Naval  Hijlory  of  the  DANES,  from  the  peace¬ 
able  Settlement  of  CANU  TU  S  on  the  \ Throne , 
to  the  Refioration  of  the  SAXON  Line ;  and 
from  thence  to  the  Death  of  King  HAROLD: 
containing  the  Space  of  about  forty-eight  Tears . 

H  E  Writers  of  our  ancient  Hiftory,  be¬ 
ing  many  of  them  Monks,  did  not  well 
diftinguifh  between  foreign  Nations,  but 
called  all  the  Invaders  of  this  Kingdom, 
from  whatever  Quarter  they  cam e^Danes*, 
becaufe  the  firft  who  troubled  the  Race  of  the  Saxons  in 
this  Way,  wxre  of  that  Nation.  In  like  manner  Fo¬ 
reigners  called  them  Normans ,  which  fee  ms  to  be  a 
Contradtion  of  Northern  Men.  Their  Pradlice  of 
fcouring  the  Northern  Seas,  and  plundering  where- 
ever  they  came,  made  them  infamous  in  the  Eyes  of  o- 
thers,  though  it  palled  among  themfelves  for  an  ho- 

i 

nourable  Way  of  making  War.  Thefe  Northern  Na¬ 
tions  were  always  extremely  populous ;  and,  .when  they 
found  themfelves  crouded,  their  Cuftom  was  to  equip 
a  Squadron  of  Ships,  on  Board  of  which  v/ent  fome  of 
their  Chiefs,  followed  by  a  Body  of  Men,  who  were 

willing 
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willing  to  run  their  Fortunes.  At  this  Time  they  were 
Pagans ;  and  it  muft  be  owned,  the  Structure  of  their 
Religion  was  very  favourable  to  thefe  fort  of  Entcrprizes, 
reprefenting  them  rather  as  Eftedts  of  Heroifm,  than  as 
Adis  of  Robbery.  In  Procefs  of  Time,  as  they  grew 
more  civilized;  they  began  to  change  their  Notions, and 
afiedted  Settlements,  whenever  they  found  themfelves 
ffrong  enough  to  make  them.  It  is  not  our  Eufinefs  to 
enter  deeply  into  their  Hiftory,  lince  it  is  evident  enough, 
that  they  attained  their  Dominion  here  by  their  Power  at 
Sea,  which  is  the  only  Thing  that  brings  them  under 
our  Notice.  But,  if  it  were,  there  has  been  lately  pub- 
lifhed  at  Copenhagen ,  a  very  compleat  Hiftory  of  the 
Adts  of  the  Danes  in  foreign  Countries,  particularly  in 
England ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland  ;  all  of  which  they  Jong 
harailed,  made  Settlements  in  all,  and  were  expelled  from 
them  all,  through  their  making  an  ill  Ufe  of  their  Power c. 

Wh  en  Swain ,  King  of  Denmark ,  invaded  this  Coun¬ 
try,  about  the  Year  1013,  ^  was  Revenge  of  the 
Death  of  his  Countrymen;  and  there  were,  at  that  Time, 
fo  many  great  Men  here  of  Danijh  Extraction,  and  the 
reft  were  fo  much  difaffedted  to  their  Natural  Prince, 
that  he  foon  found  Encouragement  to  fet  up  a  Title  by 
Election,  as  is,  though  fomewhat  obfcurely,  intimated 
by  fome  of  our  Hiftorians  ;  but  plainly  and  fully  by  the 
Danijh  Writers.  Indeed,  the  Defection  at  that  Time 

was 


c  The  Title  of  this  curious  Book  runs  thus,  Gelta  &  Vefti- 
gia  Danorum  extra  Daniam;  proecipue  in  Oriente,  Italia, Hifpa- 
nia,  Gallia,  Anglia,  Scotia,  Hibernia,  Belgio,  Germania  &Scla- 
vonia.  Maximam  partem  ipfis  Scriptorum,  non  Exoticorum 
minus,  quain  Domefticoruni,  verbis  adumbrata.  Hafniae  1741. 
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was  fo  general,  that  Ethelred  abandoned  his  Kingdom, 
and  retired  into  Normandy ;  and,  if  Swain  had  lived,  it 
is  doubtful,  whether  he  might  not  have  kept  the  Pof- 
feffion.  But,  he  dying  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  Year, 
tux  Dunes,  in  England  declared  for  Canutus  his  Son,  and 
the  Saxons  recalled  King  Ethelred  K  However,  after 
the  Death  of  the  laft  mentioned  Prince,  Canutus  had 
a  ft r eng  1  arty,  who  aahered  to  him,  efpecially  among 
the  Clergy;  fo  that,  at  length.  King  Edmund  Ironftde, 
by  the  Perfuafion  of  one  Eadric ,  who  had  betrayed  his 
Father  during  his  whole  Reign,  entered  into  a  Treaty 
witn  Canutus ,  whereby  it  was  agreed,  that  they  fhould 
reign  jointly :  after  which  King  Edmund  did  not  live 
long,  and  fo  the  whole  fell  to  Canutus  by  Survivorfhip, 
Some  of  our  Authors  indeed  write,  Edmund  was  murdered 
by  the  Contrivance  of  Eadric  ;  but  for  this  there  feems 
to  be  no  good  Foundation.  The  Saxon  Annals  fay 
plainly,  that  he  deceafed  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Andrew ,  in 
the  Year  1016,  and,  that  he  was  buried  with  his  Grand¬ 
father  King  Edgar ,  at  Glaflonbury  e. 

*  CANUTUS  afeended  the  Throne  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  Confent  of  the  Nation,  and,  in  the  fecond  Year  of 
his  Reign,  raifed  an  extraordinary  Subfidy,  or  Danegeld , 
in  order  to  pay  off  his  Fleet.  This  amounted  to  feventy- 
two  thoufand  Pounds  for  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom,  and 

eleven  thoufand  Pounds  for  the  City  of  London:  after 

* 

which  he  fent  back  his  Fleet  and  Forces  to  Denmark , 
excepting  forty  Ships  which  he  kept  to  guard  the  Coaft. 
He  v/as  a  very  wife  and  brave  Prince,  and,  from  the 
I  ime  he  affumed  the  Crown,  did  all  that  was  in  his 

Power 
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Power  to  conciliate  the  Affedtioiv  of  his  new  Subjects; 

/ 

which  he  fo  happily  effedled,  that  they  ferved  hirn  faith¬ 
fully  in  his  Wars,  for  the  Recovery  of  fome  Part  of  his 
foreign  Dominions,  which  were  loll  during  his  Stay 
here.  Thus,  in  1027,  he  failed  with  a  Fleet  of  fifty 
Ships  with  Englijh  Forces  on  board  into  Norway ,  out 
cf  which  having  driven  Olaf9  who  had  fet  himfelf  up 
for  King,  he  the  next  Year  returned  into  England . 
Two  Years  afterwards,  he  invaded  Scotland  both  by 
Land  and  Sea,  and  obliged  that  King  to  fubmit  to  his 
Terms f,  and,  throughout  his  whole  Reign,  this  Prince 
carried  his  Prerogative  in  Naval  Affairs  as  high  as,  or  ra¬ 
ther  higher  than,  any  of  his  Predeceffors,  as  the  learned 
Mr.  Selden  juft ly  obferves,  and  very  fully  proves  from 
Records  and  Hiftory  g.  Indeed  it  was  very  eafy  for  him 
fo  to  do,  being  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway ,  as  well 
as  England . 

He  intended  to  have  made  his  Son  Hardiknute ,  whom 
he  had  by  Emma ,  the  Widow  of  his  Predeceftor  Ethel- 
redy  the  Heir  of  his  Kingdoms  5  but,  he  being  in  Den¬ 
mark  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  his  eldeft  Son  Harold 
*  Sur-named,  from  his  Swiftnefs,  Harefoot ,  found  a  Party 
amongft  the  Nobility,  and  poffefled  himfelf  of  the  King¬ 
dom.  Some  Writers  tell  us,  that  his  Brother  Hardi¬ 
knute  prepared  a  great  Fleet  with  an  Intent  to  have  in¬ 
vaded  his  Dominions ;  but,  as  to  this,  the  Saxon  Chro¬ 
nicle  is  filent  j  nor  is  there  any  Thing  memorable  record¬ 
ed 
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ed.in  Ins  Reign.  It  is  laid,  that  he  railed  the  DanegeU , 
cr  Subiidy,  for  the  Maintenance  of  fixteen  Ships,  which 
was,  it  feems,  the  Rated  Tax  in  the  latter  Part  of  his 
Father  s  Reign ;  and,  from  what  follows,  it  will  appear, 
that  this  was  a  very  reafonable  Impofition  :  but  then  it 
mult  be  confidered,  that,  in  the  Days  of  King  Canutus, 
Englijh  oubjedts  Lad  nothing  to  fear ;  and,  from  this 
Circum  fiance  it  is  probable,  that  the  Cafe  was  the  fame 
under  Harold  h.  He  died  after  a  Reign  of  little  more 
than  four  Years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Brother 
Hardiknute  *,  who  coming  with  a  large  Fleet  to  take 
Polleffion  of  the  Kingdom,  he  that  very  Year  raifed 
tbe  Danegeld  to  fixty-two  Ships.  The  following  Year 
he  levied  twenty-one  thoufand  and  ninety-nine  Pounds, 
and  fixed  the  Subiidy  for  the  future,  at  thirty-two  Ships. 
His  Uncle  Swain  being  in  Danger  of  lofing  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Norway ,  he  fent  a  Fleet  from  England  to  his 
Alliuance;  which  did  not,  however,  anfvver  the  End  he 
propofed  :  and,  a  little  after,  he  died  fuddenly  at  a  Wed- 
>ung,  and  with  him  ended  the  Dominion  of  the  Danes 
m  England ,  in  Iefs  than  twenty-eight  Years  after  the 
Coming  of  Ganut'us  to  the  Crown  ’. 

E  D  IV A R  D  the  Confeflbr,  the  Son  of  King  Ethel- 
hert  and  Queen  Emma ,  fucceeded  his  half-Brother  Har- 
diknute  f,  and  proved  a  very  great  Prince  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Monks,  ana  a  very  weak  one  in  the 
Sentiments  of  better  Judges.  In  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign,  he  kept  up  a  Fleet  of  thirty-five  Sail;  bur,  after- 
Vi  ards  falling  out  with  the  Earl  Godwin  and  his 

Sons, 


1 


h  Chron.  Saxon,  p,  154,  iijr. 
5J>  15C  f  A.  D,  1041. 


1  Ibid.  p. 


*  A,  D.  1039. 


0/  the  BRITONS.  79 

Sons,  their  Quarrels  threw  the  whole  Kingdom  into 
Diftradlion ;  infomuch,  that  in  the  Year  1046,  a  py- 
ratical  Squadron,  confiding  of  no  more  than  twenty- 
five  Ships,  commanded  by  Lothen ,  and  Trling ,  came  to 
Sandwich ,  where  they  landed  the  Forces  on  board  them, 
who  immediately  fpciled  all  the  adjacent  County,  and 
carried  off  the  Prey  to  their  Ships.  Afterwards,  they  re¬ 
tired  to  the  Ifland  of  Thanet ,  intending  from  thence  to 
have  plundered  the  Coad  at  their  Leifure ;  but,  by  this 
Time,  the  Militia  rofe,  and  not  only  prevented  them  from 
landing,  but  drcightned  them  fo  muGh  where  they  were, 
that  with  great  Difficulty  they  vefcaped.  Then,  falling 
on  the  Goads  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk ,  they  committed 
the  fame  Outrages  there  ;  and,  at  lad,  failed  away  to 
Flanders ,  with  the  Wealth  they  had  got,  without  meet¬ 
ing  with  any  Interruption  from  the  King’s  Ships.  The 
next  Year  the  King  was  himfelf  at  Sea  with  a  Fleet, 
and  was  able  to  do  little  ;  Earl  Godwin  and  his  Sons, 
having  almod  all  the  Power,  while  the  King  had 
an  empty  Title,  with  which  he  was  little  contented. 
Swain ,  Earl  Godwin's  elded  Son,  falling  out  with  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  as  well  as  the  King,  committed  great  Outrages 
on  all  the  Coad,  His  Father  too,  being  difobliged,  had 
Recourfe  to  a  Naval  Armament,  to  oppofe  which,  the 
King  fitted  out  a  E  leet  of  fifty  Sail ;  but,  whether  it  was 
through  the  Intrigues  of  the  Earl,  or  the  weak  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  King,  fo  it  fell  out,  that,  after  all  thefe 
Preparations,  a  I  reaty  enfued,  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  Earl  re-entered  the.  King’s  Favour,  and  with  his 
Sons  was  declared  the  King’s  bed  Subject  Such  was 
the  Dodrjne  of  thofe  Times !  After  the  Death  of  this 
great  Nobleman,  his  Sons  Harold,  and  Toff i go y  fucceed- 
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ed  him  in  his  Dignities,  and  ufed  them  rather  for  their  own 
Conveniency,  than  with  any  Refpefl  to  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority.  It  mull,  however,  be  owned,  that  they  redu¬ 
ced  the  Britons ,  who  had  taken  up  Arms  under  their 
King  Griffith ,  who  was  killed  in  the  Aftion :  yet  Tor. 
tigo  made  fo  bad  a  Governor  in  Northumberland,  where 
the  King  had  placed  him,  that  the  People  expelled  him ; 
nor  could  he  be  reftored,  though  his  Brother  Harold 
was  fent  with  an  Army  for  that  Purpofe:  which  fo  dif- 
gufted  him,  that  he  failed  with  a  Squadron  of  Ships  in¬ 
to  Flanders ;  where,  like  his  eldeft  Brother  Swain ,  he 
turned  Pyrate,  and  began  to  think  of  pillaging,  by  Sea, 
that  Country,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  plunder  them  on  Land.  In  the  midit  of 
thefe  Confufions,  King  Edivard  died *  *,  as  weakly  and 
irrefolutely  as  he  lived,  without  fecuring  the  Succefiion 
to  Edgar  Atheling,  his  intended  Heir,  and  who  had  in¬ 
deed  a  better  Title  than  himfelf ;  which  threw  the  Na¬ 
tion  into  great .  Confufion,  and  gave  Harold,  the  Son  of 
Earl  Godwin,  an  Opportunity  of  feizing  the  Crown,  to 
which  he  had  no  Title  at  all  k.  An  A£t  equally  fatal 
to  himfelf,  and  to  the  People,  fince  it  occafioned  the 

»  a  (  » 

Norman  Invafion,  and  the  abfolute  Exclufion  of  the 
Saxon  Line,  the  Monarchs  of  which  had  deferred  fo 
well  of  their  Country,  by  making  good  Laws,  encou¬ 
raging  Arts,  and  defending  it  by  their  Arms.  But,  be¬ 
fore  we  proceed  to  this  Revolution,  it  will  be  neceilary 
to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  Charadter  of  Harold ,  as  well 

as 
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as  of  his  Adminiftralion  ;  for  though  he  was  a  very  am¬ 
bitious,  and  confequently  a  bad  Man,  yet  he  wanted 
not  fome  Qualities  worthy  of  a  Prince. 

The  principal  Perfons  about  King  Edivard  at  his 
Death  were  fuch  as  had  been  of  Earl  Godwin's  Faction, 
and  therefore  countenanced  a  Report  fpread  by  Harold , 
that  the  King  had  appointed  him  his  Succefl'or,  which 
We  find  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle  ' :  and  yet,  in  that  very 
Book,  there  are  many  Things  which  are  inconfiftent 
with  this  Account ;  fuch  as  the  owning  that  the  King 
fent  for  his  Coufin  Edivard,  the  Father  of  Edgar  Jtbe- 
Ywg m,  and,  after  the  Death  of  Harold,  Edgar  fhould 
have  been  King  ",  though  his  Right  was  no  way  helped 
by  that  Circumftance ;  but  (food  juft  as  it  did  before,  at 
the  Time  of  King  Edward’s  Death.  Such  as  fay,  that 
Harold  took  the  Crown,  as  being  more  fit  to  wear  it 
than  an  unexperienced  Boy,  like  Edgar,  feem  to  fpeak 
Rte  Truth  .  Harold  had  all  the  Qualities  neceilary  to 
have  rendered  him  popular  in  an  Elective  Kingdom.  He 
was  of  a  great  Family,  equally  allied  to  the  Saxons  and 
Danes,  very  brave  in  his  Perfon,  and  well  verfed  in  the 
Art  of  War;  but,  above  all,  jealous  of  the  Honour  of 
the  Nation,  and  very  defirous  of  maintaining  his  Inde- 
;  pendency  at  Land  and  Sea1’.  He  had,  however,  great 
Difficulties  to  ftruggle  with.  A  great  Part  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  were  diftatisned  with  his  Title,  and  naid  him  an 
unwilling  Obedience.  William  Duke  of  Normandy,  laid 

V°L-  G  Claim 
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Claim  to  his  Crown,  and  -began  to  raife  an  Army  to 
fupport  that  Claim.  Add  to  this,  that  his  Brother  Tof- 
tigo ,  who  had  quarrelled  with  the  late  King,  and  with 

his  own  Father,  appeared  on  the  Coafts  of  Torkjhire  and 

¥ 

Northumberland ,  with  a  Fleet  of  fifty  Sail.  Earl  Ed¬ 
win  encountered  him  on  his  landing,  defeated  his  Army, 
and  afterwards  deftroyed  a  great  Part  of  his  Fleet ;  fo 
that,  with  no  more  than  twelve  Ships,  he  efcaped  to  Scot¬ 
land  q. 

On  the  firft  News  of  his  Brother’s  Invafion,  Harold 
prepared  to  march  Northwards,  in  order  to  prevent,  if 
poffible  the  fatal  Confequences  of  a  Man’s  Malice, 

whom  he  knew  to  have  both  Courage  and  Ability,  con- 

* 

iiderable  Intereft  at  Home,  and  potent  Allies  Abroad  : 
nor  did  he  defift  from  his  Defign  on  the  News  of  the 
Check  he  had  received  by  his  late  Defeat,  knowing  that 
his  reftlefs  Temper  would  not  let  him  be  long  before  he 
endeavoured  to  revenge  this  Affront.  Indeed,  he  found 
an  Opportunity  fooner  than  he  could  have  expedted  ; 
for  he  was  fcarce  arrived  in  Scotland ,  before  he  heard  of 
a  new  Pretender  to  the  Crown  which  his  Brother  wore. 
This  was  Harold  Harfager ,  that  is.  Fair-haired ,  King 
of  Norway ,  who  fet  up  a  Title  by  Defcent,  land,  to 
fupport  it,  put  to  Sea  with  a  Fleet  of  three  hundred 
Sail,  and  a  numerous  Army  on  Board.  With  him  To- 
jligo  joined,  and  both,  failing  up  the  Flumber ,  landed 
their  Forces,  and  began  to  diredt  their  March  towards 
York .  Idle  two  great  Earls,  Edward  and  Morker ,  in- 
ftantly  aflembled  all  the  Forces  they  could  raife,  in  order 

'  to 
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to  oppofe  them.  A  Battel  quickly  enfued,  in  which  the 
Earls  were  totally  routed,  and,  in  confequence  whereof, 
the  King  of  Norway  poflefled  himfelf  of  York.  King 
Harold ,  no  Way  difcouraged  at  this  ill  News,  ordered 
a  Fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  and  in  the  mean  Time  marched 
in  Perfon  againft  the  Enemy,  who  lay  in  an  intrenched 
Camp,  which  they  imagined  to  be  impregnable.  But 
the  King  having  firft  forced  Stanford- Bridge,  ever  fince 
ftiled  Battel-Bridge,  attacked  them  with  fuch  Vigour, 
that,  after  a  long  and  bloody  Diipute,  he  forced  their 
Intrenchments,  killed  both  Harold  Harfager  and  To- 
Jligo  upon  the  Spot;  and  his  Admirals  at  Sea  having  like 
Succefs  in  beating  the  Norwegian  Fleet,  Olaf  the  Son 
of  Harold  Harfager,  was  glad  to  capitulate,  and  to  a- 
gree  to  embark  the  fcattered  Remains  of  his  Army  on 
board  twenty  Veilels,  and  to  give  up  all  the  vaft  Spoil 
they  had  taken,  with  the  reft  of  his  Father’s  Navy,  to 
the  Conqueror,  which  was  prefently  put  in  Execution r* 
This  was  one  of  the  greateft  Victories  that  we  find 
recorded  by  our  Hiftorians;  for,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
Expedition,  the  King  of  Denmark  had  fubdued  the 
Orkneys;  and,  indeed,  confidering  the  Force  with  which 
he  invaded  it,  there  was  no  fmall  Probability  of  his  fub- 
jefting  England.  By  this  Defeat,  the  King  entirely 
fruftrated  this  Defign,  and,  befides  ridding  himfelf  of  fo 
formidable  an  Enemy,  acquired  a  vaft  Treafure,  and 
greatly  augmented  his  Fleet ;  but,  as  Succefs  generally 
fhews  a  Man  in  the  trueft  point  of  Light ;  fo,  the  King 


r  Chrcn.  Saxon. 
Angl.  lib,  ii.  p.  94. 
p.  900. 


p.  172.  Gulielm.  Malmefb.  de  geft.  Rea- 
Roger.^Hovcder,  p.  44S.  ingulpK  Hill 


S4  NAVAL  BISTORT 

on  this  Occalion,  aifcovered  fome  ill  Qualities  which  he' 
had  hitherto  concealed  ;  for,  inftead  of  dividing  the  rich 
Booty  he  had  taken,  or  fo  much  as  a  Part  of  it,  amongft 
his  Army,  he  laid  Hands  upon  the  Whole  ;  which  great¬ 
ly  damped  their  Affedtion  to  him,  and  made  his  Soldiers 
lefs  willing  to  hazard  their  Lives  in  the  Service  of  fo 
hard  a  Mailer.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  had  been  labouring*  by  a  Variety  of  Methods,  to 
draw  together  fuch  an  Army,  and  fuch  a  Fleet,  as 
might  enable  him  to  profecute  the  Title  he  had  fet  up 
to  the  Englijb  Crown ;  which,  at  lail,  by  dint  of  mighty 
Promifes  to  Foreigners,  as  well  as  his  own  Subjedls,  h« 
accomplifhed.  His  Forces  confifting  of  Normans ,  Fle- 
mings ,  Frenchmen ,  and  Britons ,  he  imbarked  on  Board 
a  prodigious  Number  of  Ships,  few  of  which  were  of 
any  great  Force,  though  all  fit  enough  for  Tranfports. 
Upon  the  28th  of  September  1066,  he  landed  fafely  at 
Pevenfey  in  Suffix ;  and  no  fooner  faw  his  Troops  on 
Shore,  than  he  burned  his  ufelefs  Fleet,  which  he  knew 
was  no  Way  able  to  engage  that  of  the  Englijh:  and 
having  done  this,  and  raifed  a  ftrong  Fortification,  he 
began  to  march  farther  into  the  Country  s.  Harold  had 
the  News  of  this  Expedition  quickly  tranfmitted  to  him 
in  the  North,  whence  he  marched  with  great  Diligence 
with  his  Forces,  flufhed  indeed  with  their  late  Victory ; 
but,  by  fo  rude  a  Service,  much  diminiflied  in  their 
Numbers,  their  Spirits  alfo  damped  by  Difcontent.  The 
King,  however,  taking  Council  from  the  prefent  Situa¬ 
tion  of  his  A  flairs,  behaved  towards  them  more  gracioufly 

than 
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than  he  had  lately  done;  and,  by  fending  far  the  Nobi¬ 
lity,  and  reprefen  ting  to  them  the  Danger  to  which 
themfelves  and  their  Country,  as  well  as  he  and  his  Ti¬ 
tle,  were  expofed  to,  gained  confiderable  Recruits :  fo 
that,  by  the.  Time  he  arrived  at  London ,  his  Army  was 
again  become  very  confiderable ;  only  his  Soldiers  Hood 
in  need  of  Refrefhment.  But  Harold ,  fearing  the  ill  Ef¬ 
fects  of  Delays,  and  rejecting  the  Propofitions  made 
him  by  an  Embaflador,  fent  from  Duke  William  to  meet 
him  at  London ,  continued  to  move  on  towards  Suffix, 
in  order  to  determine  the  Fate  of  the  Kingdom,  by  a 
decifive  Battel ;  notwithftanding  his  Brother  Grithus  ufed 
many  prudent  Arguments  to  difluade  him,  advifing  him 
to  entrufi:  the  Army  to  his  Care,  and  to  remain  at  Lon¬ 
don,  in  order  to  take  proper  Meafures,  in  cafe  Things 
went  not  fo  well  as  they  wifhed. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  the  King  arrived  near  Haf- 
tings ,  where  the  Enemy  lay  encamped ;  and,  though 
fome  Propofals  of  Peace  were  again  made  him,  he  re¬ 
mained  firm  to  his  firft  Opinion  of  trufting  all  to  the 
Sword.  The  next  Day,  being  Saturday ,  he  difpofed  his 
Forces  in  order  of  Battel,  giving  the  Van  to  the  Kent - 
ifb  Troops,  and  referving  the  Londoners  for  the  Centre, 
where  he  fought  in  Perfon  with  his  two  Brothers.  The 
Duke  of  Normandy ,  on  his  Side,  did  all  that  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  great  Captain,  and  one  inured  to  Arms 
from  his  Youth.  The  Contefi:  was  long  and  bloody, 
agreeable  to  the  Value  of  the  Prize  which  was  to  be 
the  Reward  of  the  ViCtor.  But  the  Normans ,  making 
Ufe  of  long  Bows,  as  yet  not  well  known  to  the  En- 
glijh ,  had  thereby  a  great  Advantage,  which  tinned  the 
Fortune  of  the  Day,  and  gave  them  a  Victory  every 
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Way  compleat,  King  Harold  drawing  the  choiceft  of 
his  Troops  about  his  Royal  Standard,  fought  it  out 
bravely  to  the  laft,  falling  by  a  Shot  he  received  under 
the  left  Eye,  which  pierced  to  his  Brain*  With  him 
fell  his  Brothers  Grithus^  and  Leofrick,  and  of  private 
Men  67,974.  We  need  not  wonder,  that  this  Engage¬ 
ment  alone  fecured  the  Kingdom  to  Duke  William ;  es¬ 
pecially,  if  we  refledt  on  the  hard-fought  Battel  in  York- 
jhire  but  a  few  Months  before :  for  two  fuch  Adlions 
might  well  exhauit  the  Strength  of  a  Nation,  haraffed 

for  fome  hundred  Years  before  by  the  Danes  h  Yet  the 

^  \ 

$  axons,  if  they  had  been  wTell-united,  might  have  had,  at 
leaft,  another  Struggle,  but  their  inteftine  Fadlions  con¬ 
tributed  as  much  to  their  Ruin,  as  the  Force  of  the 
Invader.  For,  one  Part  of  the  Nation  adhering  to  Ed¬ 
gar  Atheling ,  the  undoubted  Heir  of  the  Crown,  and 
another  inclining  to  the  great  Earls  Edwin  and  Marker , 
this  Divifion  difabled  both.  Thus  ended  that  Monarchy 
which,  from  the  Time  of  Hengift ,  had  endured  about  fix 
hundred  Years;  and,  as  it  began  through Perfonal Va¬ 
lour,  fo  the  fame  Spirit  was  preferved  even  in  its  Ter¬ 
mination  ;  for,  as  a  learned  Writer  of  thofe  Times  in¬ 
forms  us,  the  laft  King  Harold  was  a  Man  in  Gentle- 
nefs  of  Nature  equalled  by  few,  in  Martial  Virtue  fur- 
paired  by  none,  having  moft  of  thofe  great  Qualities 
which  render  Princes  glorious,  and  who,  if  the  Event 
had  correfponded  with  Probability,  feemed  born  to  re¬ 
pair  the  decayed  State  of  his  Country  \  'He  left  be¬ 
hind 


*  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  172.  Gulielm.  Malmefb.  de  gelt.  Reg. 
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hind  him  four  Sons.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  three 
of  thefe,  Godwin ,  Edmund ,  and  Magnus ,  had  Intereft 
enough  after  the  Death  of  their  Father,  to  carry  off  the 
greatelt  Part  of  his  Fleet;  which  enabled  them  to  make 
many  Attempts,  as  we  {hall  fee  hereafter,  againft  the 
Power  of  the  Normans :  but,  proving  always  unfuccefs- 
ful,  they  at  length  retired  to  Denmark ,  where  they 
were  kindly  received,  and  where  they  languiihed  out 
the  Remainder  of  their  Lives.  I  fhould  not  have  taken 
Notice  of  this  Circumftance,  but  that  it  ferves  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  fucceeding  Part  of  our  Hiffory,  and  (hews  how 
the  Norman  Power  at  Sea  came  to  be  fo  low,  for  a  confi- 
derable  Space  after  the  Conqueft;  as  well  as  why  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Princes  were  fo  ready  to  give  A fli fiance  to  fuch 
as  undertook  to  diflurb  this  new  PofTefTor  of  the  Englijh 
Crown:  in  which  Scheme  we  fhall  find  Perfons,who  had 
very  different  Interefls,  concurred  upon  the  old  Maxim 
in  Politics,  that,  in  adding  againft  a  common  Enemy, 
the  Principles  of  particular  Parties  may  be  fufpended  w. 

W  e  ought,  now,  to  take  a  View  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  Saxons ,  and  to  enquire  into  the  Ufe  they  made  of 
that  Dominion  of  the  Sea,  to  which  they  made  fo  loud 
a  Pretence.  It  fo  happens,  indeed,  that  we  have  in  this 
Refpedt  but  very  indifferent  Materials  as  to  diredt  Fadls. 
But  whoever  will  confider  what  kind  of  Men  the  Wri¬ 
ters -of  thofe  Times  were,  and  how  little  likely  they 
were  to  underfland  Traffick,  he  wall  not  fo  readily  mif- 
conflrudl  their  Silence,  as  fome  critical  Writers  have 
done :  by  which  I  mean,  he  will  not  conclude,  from 

G  4  thence 


w  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  173.  GuJ.  Malmefb.  Huntingdon.  Hove- 
den,  & c. 


88  NAVAL  BISTORT 

thence,  that  the  Saxons  had  little  or  no  foreign  Trade  ; 
iince,  if  they  had  ever  fo  much.  Monks  and  Ecclefiadics: 
were  not  like  to  be  acquainted  with  it.  However,  it 
may  be  truly  aflerted,  that  the  Trade  of  the  Saxons  was 
very  confiderable  before  the  Norman  Conqueft,  perhaps 
more  confiderable  than  for  feme  Time  afterwards ;  and 
that  this  is  not  either  a  bold  Afiertion,  or  a  groundlefs 
Conjedlure,  we  ihall  be  able  to  make  out  by  a  Variety 
of  Arguments,  which,  for  the  Honour  of  our  Country, 
deferved  to  be  duly  confidered. 

In  the  firft  Place,  then,  let  us  obferve,  that  the  Cor- 
refpondence  between  our  Princes,  and  thofe  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  is  one  good  Argument  in  Favour  of  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  Commerce :  for  it  cannot  be  believed,  that  the 
greatefl  Princes  of  Europe ,  would  either  enter  into 
Treaties  with  obfeure  and  barbarous  Nations,  bellow 
their  Daughters  on  the  Princes  of  fuch  People,  or  re¬ 
ceive  from  them  their  Daughters  to  be  Partners  in  their 
Beds  and  Thrones.  Yet  we  fee,  that  Charles  the  Great 
of  France  entered  into  an  Alliance  with  King  Offa^  as 
he  alfo  did  with  the  King  of  Scots ;  and,  as  to  Marri¬ 
ages,  Ethelwolf  the  Father  of  King  Alfred ,  married 
the  Daughter  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Bald :  Kins: 
Ethelred  married  Emma,  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of 
Normandy ;  and  as  to  the  Princefl'es  of  England,  they 
were  married  all  over  Europe,  to  the  mod  illuftrioirs  So¬ 
vereigns  :  nay,  even  in  their  Diftrefs,  when  the  Sons 
of  Edmund  Ironf.de  fled  abroad  for  Protection,  one  mar¬ 
ried  the  Emperor’s  Daughter,  the  other  the  Daughter  of 
the  King  ot  Hungary.  Now,  it  is  impoflible  for  us  to 
conceive,  how  the  Worth  and  Quality  of  fuch  Perfons 
ihould  be  known  in  theft  diftant  Places,  if  there  had 


not 
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not  been  an  extenfive  Commerce  between  the  Subjedls 
of  the  Englijh  Kings,  and  thofe  of  thefe  Princes.  Add 
to  this,  that  Ajferius  Menevenfts  informs  us,  that  King 
Alfred's  Court  was  conftantly  crowded  with  Perfons  of 
Diftindlion ;  and,  that  he  was  extremely  careful  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  belt  Artifts  of  all  Kinds,  from  different  Parts. 
Again,  the  public,  and  private  Buildings  of  the  Saxons , 
demonstrate,  that  they  were  not  either  a  rude,  or  un¬ 
sociable  People;  but  rather  the  contrary:  Since  they 
were  exceedingly  elegant,  for  the  Time  in  which  they 
were  raifed ;  and  we  know,  by  Experience,  that  this  kind 
of  Tafle  is  the  pure  Effedt  of  Commerce  and  Traffic. 
We  may  like  wife  obferve,  that  the  very  claiming  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  is  a  plain  Indication  of  our  driv¬ 
ing  a  great  Trade  upon  it;  fin ce  thofe  only  defire  this 
Dignity,  who  know  the  Importance  of  it  ;  and,  as  our 
Claims  in  this  Refpedt,  are  elder,  and  more  explicit  than 
thofe  of  any  other  European  Nation,  we  mu  it  conclude, 
that  the  Value  of  this  Right  was  earlier  underltood  here, 
than  elfewhere.  Thefe  are  General  Reafons  only  :  I  will 
now  offer  fome,  that  are  more  Particular. 

We  had  greater  Opportunities,  of  undemanding  Na¬ 
val  Affairs  in  this  Ifland,  than  perhaps  any  other  Nation 
ever  had ;  for,  before  the  Roman  Invafion,  the  Britons 
had  fome  Skill  in  Navigation,  and  had  fitted  out  con- 
fiderable  Fleets:  They,  afterwards,  improved  in  this,  as* 
in  all  othgr  Arts,  by  adding  the  Latin  Learning  to  their 
own;  whence  we  find  them,  under  Carauftus ,  Maximus , 
and  Conftantine ,  able  to  bear  up  againft  ail  the  Maritime 
Force  of  the  Roman  Empire.  The  Saxons  were  not 
deftitute  of  Skill  in  Naval  Affairs,  before  their  Arrivaj 
here ;  for  we  read,  that  they  diftinguifhed  Time,  by  the 

ebbing 


$o  NAVAL  HISTORY 

ebbing  and  flowing  of  Tides x  ;  a  kind  of  Knowledge, 
which,  notwithftanding  all  the  Boafls  of  the  Greet ,  Alex¬ 
ander's  Seamen  had  not  acquired,  even  when  he  made  his 
Indian  Expedition  y ;  and  in  which  it  appears,  neither 
Ceefar^  nor  any  of  his  Soldiers,  were  well  verfed  at  the 
Time  of  his  invading  this  Ifland  It  was  therefore  high¬ 
ly  natural,!  when  thefe  Nations  were  in  fome  Meafure 
mixed  together ;  and,  by  degrees  alfo,  were  blended  with 
the  Danes  :  I  fay,  it  was  highly  natural  for  them,  to 
pufh  their  Genius  for  Maritime  Affairs,  as  far  as  it  would 
go.  And  this  leads  me  to  another  Argument;  which,  is 
drawn  from  the  vail  Number  of  Ships,  that  it  is  apparent* 
we  had  at  all  Times,  from  the  Fleets  fitted  out  by  the 
Roman  Governors,  and  by  the  Saxon  Princes,  efpecially 
Alfred ,  Edgar ,  and  Etbelred :  fince  Navies  cannot  be  built 
in  a  Seafon  or  two ;  or,  if  they  could,  would  prove  of  little 
Ufc  in  a  Country  deffitute  of  Seamen.  Laftly,  our  Coin 
is  a  Proof  of  our  Commerce.  There  were  under  the  Saxon 
Kings,  Variety  of  Mints,  no  Iefs  than  feven  in  London ; 
and  the  Laws  relating  to  Coinage  are  very  numerous. 
Now,  fince  Silver  was  never  a  Commodity  of  our  own, 
it  follows,  that  this  Coinage,  muff:  have  arifen  from 
the  Profits,  or,  to  ufe  a  Modern  Phrafe,  from  the  Balance 
of  Trade,  in  our  Favour.  I  prefume,  I  may  add  to  this, 
a  Law  made  by  King  Edgar ,  for  reducing  all  V/eights, 
Meafures,  &c.  to  one  Standard.  Now,  this  was  to 
remedy  an  Inconvenience,  that  muff:  have  crept  in,  by 
trading  with  different  Nations ;  and,  fo  introducing  their 
-  Meafures :  and  the  Scope  of  the  Law  on  the  other  Hand, 

proves 
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proves,  that  the  Legiftature  in  thofe  Days,  had  a  juft  Re- 
ipeft  to  Commerce;  and  was  inclined  to  do  any  Thing 
which  might  facilitate  it;  all  which,  taken  together,  in 
my  Opinion,  does  abundantly  make  good  my  Ailertion ; 
and  demonftrates,  as  far  as  the  Brevity  of  this  Defign 
will  permit,  the  Commercial  Genius  of  our  Anceftors, 
the  Saxons,  to  whom  we  ftand  indebted  for  the  chief 
Prerogatives  of  our  Crown,  I  mean,  in  Comparifon 
with  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  ;  and  that  generous 
Spirit  of  Freedom,  which  is  the  Soul  of  our  excellent 
Conftitution,  and  which  the  Princes  of  the  Norman  Line, 
endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  extinguifh. 

Hitherto,  I  have  treated  Things  more  largely 
than  I  propofe  to  do  in  my  Accounts  of  the  fubfequent 
Reigns,  down  to  that  of  Henry  VII.  becaufe  this  Period 
hath  been  much  neglefted ;  and,  from  an  Unwillingnefe 
to  fearch  into  the  Records  of  Antiquity,  we  have  been 
made  to  believe,  that,  before  the  Roman  Conqueft,  the 
Inhabitants  of  Britain ,  were  an  inconfiderable  People  ; 
which  we  have  fhewn  to  be  very  falfe.  But,  from  the 
Time  of  William ,  Sur-named  the  Conqueror,  our  modern 
Hiftories  are  more  fruitful ;  and  therefore,  we  may  in¬ 
dulge  a  greater  Brevity  here.  However,  wre  (hall  take 
Notice  of  every  Thing  that  is  material,  or  that  may  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Reader’s  having  a  juft  Notion  of  the  State 
our  Naval  Affairs  were  in,  under  the  Reign  of  our 
Monarchs,  refpedlively,  as  well  as  the  remarkable  Ex¬ 
peditions  in  their  Times. 
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The  Naval  Hifiory  ^/ENGLAND,  during  the 
Reigns  cf  the  Princes  of  the  Norman  Race ,  viz. 
William,  filled  the  Conqueror  •,  William  Rufus  5 
Henry  Beauclerck ;  and  Stephen  :  containing  the 
Space  of  about  eighty-eight  Tears . 

F  all  the  forreign  Princes,  who  in  a 
Courfe  of  Ages  have  afcended  the  Englijh 
Throne,  Willi  am ,  Duke  of  Normandy , 
feemed  to  promife  the  bell,  in  regard  to 
the  Maintainance  of  the  Honour  and 
Dignity  of  the  Crown  which  he  afliimed.  He  was  in 
the  Prime  of  his  Life,  if  we  conlider  him  as  a  Prince, 
being  about  forty-three  Years  of  Age,  when  he  came 
hither  ;  had  been  a  Sovereign  from  his  very  Childhood, 
and  maintained  his  Rights,  in  the  Dutchy  of  Normandy , 
againll  the  King  of  France ,  and  other  troublefome 
Neighbours,  with  fuch  Conllancy  and  Courage,  as,  at 
length,  procured  him  Succefs,  and  fixed  him  in  the  full 
Enjoyment  of  the  Dominions  left  him  by  his  Father3. 
He  had  great  Opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  the 
Englijh ,  before  his  coming  hither  ;  by  reafon  of  the 
near  Relation  between  King  Edward ,  the  ConfelTor,  and 

his 
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Us  Father,  Duke  Robert,  and  the  long  Stay  that  King 
made  in  Normandy ,  while  the  Power  of  the  Danes  fub- 
fifted  in  England .  This  cccafioned  a  great  Intercourfe 
between  the  Englijh  and  Normans ,  during  the  Reign  of 
that  King  ;  who  rendered  himfelf  fufpedted  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  by  his  extraordinary  Kindnefs  to  the  latter  :  which 
might  poffibly  grow  from  a  Mixture  of  Fear,  as  well  as 
Love  ;  fince  he  had  no  other  Support  againft  the  Power 
of  Earl , Godzvin ;  which  induced  him  to  invite  Duke 
William  hither,  in  his  Life-time ;  and  accordingly  he  did 
make  him  a  Vifitb;  and  was  undoubtedly,  the  chief 
Motive  to  his  feeding  him  with  Hopes  of  being  his  Heir. 
As  to  the  Title  of  King  William ,  it  is  not  requifite,  that 
we  ihould  enter  into  a  minute  Difcuffion  of  it ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  he  claimed 

three  different  Ways.  Firft,  by  Donation  from  King 

»  '  ,  \ 

Edward ;  fecondly,  by  Right  of  Arms ;  whence,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  Times,  he  was  Sur-named  The  Co?iquercr  ;  and* 
thirdly,  by  Election:  to  which  fome  have  added  a  fourth 
Title,  by  Grant  from  the  Pope  ;  though  this  was  no 
more  than  an  Approbation  of  the  firft.  However  he  came 
by  the  Crown,  he  certainly  condefcended  to  have  his 
Right  recognized  by  the  People ;  and  promifed  folemnly 
at  his  Coronation,  to  govern  as  his  Saxon  Predeceffors  had 
done ;  though  he  afterwards  did  not  a£t  quite  fo  con¬ 
formable  to  his  Oath,  as  his  Subjects  expedled.  To 
fay  the  Truth,  he  was  of  a  ftern  and  arbitrary  Difpo- 
fition  5  which  did  not  very  well  agree  with  the  Temper 
of  this  Nation  ;  and  from  this  Difcordancy,  between  the 
King’s  Humour  and  his  Subjects  Sentiments,  as  to  their 

own 
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own  Rights,  fprung  thofe  many  Diforders  which  hap¬ 
pened  during  his  Reign,  and  the  Miferies  brought  there¬ 
by  upon  the  People  j  of  which,  we  have  ample  Ac- 
counts  in  the  Hiftories  of  thofe  Times c. 

He  was  too  wife  a  King,  not  to  difcern  the  Impor¬ 
tant  e  of  a  Naval  Power ;  and  too  high-ipirited  a  Prince, 
to  fuffer  any  of  the ^  Prerogatives,  claimed  by  hisPrede- 
ceflors,  to  be  at  all  prejudiced  by  his  Conduft.  But,  in 
the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  lie  found  himfelf,  as  we 
have  before  obferved,  under  great  Difficulties  in  this 
Point.  He  had,  at  his  coming  from  Normandy ,  drawn 
together  all  the  Shipping  that  could  be  had,  as  appears,  by 
his  delaying  his  Expedition  for  fome  Time,  for  Want 
of  Veffels ;  as  alfo,  from  the  Number  employed,  which 
was  not  Ms  than  nine  Hundred ;  and  all  thefe,  we  have 
feen,  he  burned.  The  greatefl  Part  of  the  Englijh  Navy, 
was  carried  away  by  the  Sons  of  Harold ,  and  other  Mal¬ 
contents,  fo  that  he  could  hardly  draw  together  even  an 
inconfiderable  Fleet ;  and  yet  the  King  refolved  to  take 
fome  Care  of  a  Matter  of  fo  great  Importance,  before 
his  Return  into  Normandy .  With  this  View,  he  pa  Red 
into  Kent ;  where  the  Natives,  having  HrH  procured  a 
Recognition  of  their  Rights,  delivered  up  to  him,  the 
Gaftle  and  Port  of  Dover ,  which  was  what  he  principally 
wanted.  Here,  he  placed  a  ftrong  Garrifon  $  and,  having 
by  this  Time  got  together  fome  Ships,  appointed  a  Squa- 
dion  for  a  Guard  of  the  Coafts ;  and  embarked  a  Part  of 
his  Army,  with  the  chief  Perfons  in  England ,  whom 

•  lie 
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lie  carried  with  him,  as  Hoftages  for  Normandy ;  intend¬ 
ing  to  return,  as  he  did,  with  a  greater  Force,  in  order  to 
fecure  himfelf  againft  any  Defection  of  his  new  Subjedls, 
as  wrell  as  from  foreign  Invafions,  with  both  which  he 
was  threatned  d. 

I  n  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign  %  that  Storm,  which 
he  had  forefeen,  burft  upon  his  Dominions;  and,  under 
any  other  Prince  but  himfelf,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  fatal.  Our  modem  Hiftorians,  efpecially,  re¬ 
late  this  fo  lamely,  that  their  Readers  can  fcarce  form 
any  juft  Idea  of  the  Danger  the  Nation  was  in  ;  which 
is  one  Reafon  for  our  giving  a  Detail  of  it :  and  befides 
this,  it  is  of  fo  great  Confequence  to  the  Subject  of 
which  we  are  treating,  and  fo  fully  proves  the  Impofli- 
hility  of  keeping  Britain ,  without  having  a  fuperior 
Force  at  Sea,  that  it  would  be  inexcufable  in  us,  either 
to  omit,  or  to  curtail  it.  Immediately  after  his  Return 
from  Normandy ,  the  King  began  to  treat  the  Englifi 
pretty  feverely  ;  whereupon,  many  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  Perfons  retired  out  of  the  Kingdom  ;  fome  one 
Way,  fome  another.  The  two  great  Earls,  Edwin 
and  Morker ,  with  many  others  of  the  Nobility,  and 
not  a  few  of  the  Clergy,  went  into  Scotland ;  where 
Edgar  Atheling ,  and  his  Family,  took  Shelter;  and 
from  whence,  they  very  foon  invaded  the  North  Part  of 
England e.  Other  Lords  fled  to  Denmark ,  to  Kin0* 
Swain  II.  who  had  always  kept  up  a  Claim  to 

the 
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the  Englijb  Crown ;  and  who,  therefore,  readily  yielded 
Credit  to  their  Afiurances,  that,  if  he  would  but  fend  a 
Force  fufficient  to  give  them  Encouragement,  the  Englijb , 
vefpecially  in  the  Northern  Parts,  would  throw  off  the 
Norman  Yoke,  and  declare  for  him.  He,  therefore,  equip- 
ed  a  conliderable  Fleet ;  fome  Copies  of  the  Saxon  Chro¬ 
nicles  fay,  240  ;  others  make  them  300  Sail ;  and  fent 
them,  under  the  Command  of  his  Brother-in-law  Of- 
born ,  his  Sons  Harold  and  Canutus ,  and  fome  of  the 
Englijb  Fugitives  ;  well -provided  with  all  Things  ne- 
ceffary,  and  with  a  conliderable  Body  of  Forces  on  Board: 
fo  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  fubduing  the  whole  Kingdom* 
was  the  Intent  of  this  Expedition f. 

Few  Expeditions  of  fuch  Confequence,  and  where¬ 
in  fo  many  Perfons  of  different  Interefts  were  concern¬ 
ed,  had,  in  the  Beginning,  fo  good  Succefs,  as  that  of 
which  we  are  fpeaking;  for  the  Danijb  Fleet  having 
favourable  Winds,  and  fair  Weather,  came  fafely  into 
the  Mouth  of  the  Humber 5  and  there  debarked  the  For¬ 
ces,  about  the  Middle  of  Auguji  1069,  as  we  are  told 
by  Matthew  Paris  s.  They  were  immediately  joined 
by  Edgar  Etheling ,  the  Earls  Edward  and  Morker , 

the  famous  Earl  Waltheof  and  abundance  of  other  Per- 
* 

fans  of  Diflinftion,  with  a  great  Army,  compofed  of 
Englijb  and  Scots  3  and  then  moved  dire&ly  towards  Tort, 
which  King  William  had  caufed  to  be  ftrongly  fortified. 
The  Governor,  whofe  Name  was  Mallet ,  refolved  to 
make  an  Qbftinate  Defence.  With  this  View,  he  or¬ 
dered  Part  of  the  Suburbs  to  be  fet  on  Fire,  that  the 
/  _  '  _ 
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Danes  might  not  lodge  in  them  on  their  Approach  ;  but, 
through  fome  Negligence,  the  Fire  caught  the  City, 
and  burnt  a  great  Part  of  it  before  it  could  be  extinguifh- 
ed;  which  gave  the  Danes  an  Opportunity  of  taking  it 
almoft  without  a  Stroke :  after  which,  they  attacked 
the  Citadel,  took  it,  and  put  three  thoufand  Normans 
to  the  Sword  ;  on  this  Succefs,  as  the  Danijb  Writers  fay, 
Earl  Waltheof  was  left  there  with  a  ftrong  Garrifon,  and 
the  Army  marched  towards  London h.  The  King, 
however,  moved  towards  them  with  a  confiderable  Ar¬ 
my,  wafting  and  fpoiling  the  Northern  Countries,  which 
he  conceived  well-affedted  to  the  Enemy,  and,  as  fome 
alledge,  fought  with,  and  gave  a  Check  to  the  Invaders ; 
but  our  graved  Hiftorians  report  the  Fad  quite  other- 
wife.  They  fay,  that,  finding  his  Troops  much  inferior 
to  the  Enemy,  he  entered  into  a  private  Treaty  with 
OJbern,  the  Danljh  General,  and  offered  him  an  im- 
menfe  Sum  of  Money  for  himfelf,  with  free  Leave  to 
plunder  the  Northern  Coafts,  if  he  would  be  content 
to  retire  with  his  Forces  in  the  Spring;  which  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  accepted :  fo  the  King  fpoiling  one  Wa^  to 
revenge  the  Infidelity  of  his  Northern  Subjefts,  and  the 
Danes  plundering  the  other,  they,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  next  Year,  returned  to  their  Fleet  in  the  Humber , 
and,  embarking  their  Forces,  returned  Home  j.  But 
Swain,  King  of  Denmark ,  being  quickly  informed,  that 
his  Hopes  were  fruftrated,  by  the  Covetoufnefs  and 

V°L-  1  H  Treachery 
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Treachery  of  his  Brother,  rather  than  by  the  Force  of 
the  Normans,  he  banifhed  him,  as  he  well  deferved  k. 
Thus  ended  an  Expedition  which  might  have  produced 
another  Revolution  in  our  Affairs,  if  the  King's  Pru¬ 
dence  had  not  been  as  great  as  his  Courage.  The  next 
Year,  the  Saxon  Chronicles  tell  us,  the  Danes  landed 
again  in  the  IJle  of  Ely ,  to  which  abundance  of  Mal¬ 
contents  had  reforted ;  but,  being  able  to  do  little.  King 
Swain  made  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  England:  but 
his  Fleet  failing  hctaewards,  laden  with  Booty,  was,  a 
great  Part  of  it,  forced  into  Ireland ,  and  many  of  the 
Ships,  with  all  their  Treafure  on  Board  them,  foundered 
at  Sea  k  But  as  to  this,  the  Danijh  Writers  are  filent. 

About  the  fame  Time  the  Sons  of  the  late  King 
Harold  came  out  of  Ireland ,  with  a  Fleet  of  fixty  five 
Sail,  and  landed  in  Somerfetjhire ,  where  they  committed 
great  Depradations,  until  Ednoth ,  who  had  been  an  old 
Servant  of  their  Father’s,  marched  againft  them,  beat 
their  Forces,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  m.  They  made 
a  fecond  Attempt  the  Year  following  +,  with  a  Fleet  of 
fixty  Sail,  landed  near  Exeter ,  plundered  and  burnt  the 
Country  ;  but  Earl  Brien  railing  Forces,  and  fighting 
them  twice  in  one  Day,  forced  them  again  to  fly,  with 
the  Lofs  of  feven  hundred  Men,  and  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Nobility  of  Ireland ,  which  fo  broke  the  Spirits  of 
that  Nation,  as  to  difcourage  them  from  aflifting  the 
Englijh  Fugitives  any  more  n ;  fo  that  the  Sons  of  Ha- 
roldy  Godwin  and  Edmund ,  retired  into  Denmark^  where 
they  were  kindly  received. 

These 
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These  Accidents  convinced  the  King  of  the  Mecef- 
fity  of  having  a  Fleet  always  ready  ;  and,  therefore,  to 
this  he  turned  his  Thoughts,  and  having  colledled  .as 
many  Ships  as  he  was  able,  he  employed  them  to  hin¬ 
der  Succours  from  coming  to  the  Rebels  in  the  Ijle  of 
Ely,  which  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  entering  it  by 
Land,  and  reducing  to  his  Obedience,  or  deftroying  all 
who  had  taken  Shelter  there  In  the  feventh  Year  of 
his  Reign,  he  attacked  Scotland  by  Sea  as  well  as  Land, 
in  order  to  be  avenged  of  King  Malcolm ,  who  had  con- 
Hantly  affilled  all  the  Diffurbers  of  his  Government,  and 
quickly  brought  him  to  accept  a  Peace,  on  the  Terms 
he  prefcribed  f  In  the  tenth  Year  of  his  Reign  it 
appears,  that  his  Affairs  were  in  better  Order  than  they 
had  been  at  any  L  ime  before.  A  great  Confpiracy  was 
formed  in  England  y  and  the  Lords  concerned  in  it,  in¬ 
vited  the  Welch  to  enter  the  Kingdom  on  one  Side, 
while  the  Danes  invaded  it  on  the  other.  The  King 
was  at  this  Time  in  Normandy  ;  but,  having  juft  Intel- 
gence  or  what  palled  in  his  Abfence,  he  quickly  return¬ 
ed  into  England ,  feized  many  of  the  Conlpirators,  and 
difappointed  them  in  their  intended  Riling.  The  Danesy 
however,  under  the  Command  of  Canutus ,  the  Son  of 
King  Swain ,  came  with  a  Fleet  of  two  hundred  Sail 
upon  the  Coatd,  and  even  entered  the  Mouth  of  the 
Thames  ;  but,  not  finding  their  Confederates  in  the  Pof- 
ture  they  expe&ed,  and  perceiving  that  the  King  had 
now  a  Navy,  as  well  as  an  Army,  they  retired  to  Flan* 
ders ,  without  undertaking  any  Thing  p. 
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For  nine  Years  after,  the  King  remained  quiet,  with 
refpedl  to  the  Danes ,  who  were  involved  in  fo  many 
Troubles  at  Home,  that  they  had  no  Leifure  to  vex 
their  Neighbours.  This  Time  the  King  employed  in 
fecuring  his  foreign  Dominions,  againft  the  Attempts  of 
the  King  of  France ,  in  taming  the  Weljh ,  and  in  new- 
modeling  Affairs  in  England ,  fo  as  to  fuit  them  to 
his  own  Intereft  and  Inclination  5  as  alfo  to  the  railing 
a  better  Force,  than  hitherto  he  had  had  at  Sea,  which 
In  fome  Meafure  he  effected  *.  In  the  twentieth  Y ear 
of  his  Reign,  when  he  thought  to  have  taken  fome 
Reft  from  his  Labours,  and  was  employed  in  fettling  his 
Affairs  in  Normandy ,  he  was  alarmed  -with  a  new  Dan¬ 
ger,  by  receiving  Intelligence,  that  the  Danes  were  ma¬ 
king  prodigious  Preparations  for  the  Conqueft  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Our  Writers  are  far  from  giving  a  good  Account 
of  this  Matter ;  for,  though  they  tell  us,  in  general,  that 
mighty  Things  were  intended,  and  a  vaft  Fleet  drawn 
together,  yet  they  give  us  no  rational  Motives  for  this 
Attempt:  nor  are  they  lefs  deficient,  in  what  they  fay 
of  the  Iffue  of  this  Delign,  viz.  that  the  Fleet  was  de¬ 
tained  two  Years  in  the  Harbour  by  contrary  Winds 5 
and,  at  laft,  the  Enterprize  was  given  over,  when  they 
underftood,  the  mighty  Preparations  made  in  England 
to  receive  them.  But  we  meet  with  a  much  clearer, 
and  more  probable  Story  in  the  Danijb  Authors. 

They  fay,  that  King  Canutus  IV.  as  foon  as  he 
was  thoroughly  fettled  in  his  Throne,  began  to  form  a 
Defign  of  afferting  the  Title  which  he  believed  his  Fa¬ 
ther  Swain  had  left  him  to  the  Crown  of  England ;  to 

which 
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which  he  was  chiefly  encouraged  by  the  Perfuafions  of 
his  Brother-in-Law,  Robert  Earl  of  Flanders ,  who  pro- 
mifed  him  his  Afliftance,  and  by  the  Incitements  of  the 
Englijh  Refugees,  who  allured  him,  that  their  Country¬ 
men  were  quite  tired  out  with  the  intolerable  Oppref- 
flons  of  the  Normans ,  and  would  certainly  join  him,  if 
he  landed  with  a  Force  fufficient  to  protedl  them.  Be¬ 
fore  he  abfolutely  determined  to  make  this  Expedition, 
he  afked  the  Opinion  of  his  Brother  Olaus  Duke  of 
Slefwick ,  who  advifed  him  to  undertake  it ;  as  did  alfo 
the  States  of  the  Kingdom  :  upon  which  he  drew  toge¬ 
ther  a  prodigious  Fleet,  little  fhort  of  a  thoufand  Sail, 
and  put  on  Board  them  all  forts  of  Ammunition  and 
Proviflon  for  the  great  Body  of  Troops  he  intended  to 
imbark  therein.  When  all  Things  were  ready,  he  wait¬ 
ed  fome  Time  for  his  Brother  Olaus,  and,  at  laft,  grow¬ 
ing  impatient,  he  went  to  fetch  him  out  of  hisDutchy, 
where  he  found  him  plotting  his  Ruin,  inftead  of  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  Voyage  to  England ;  upon  which,  he 
feized,  and  fent  him  Prifoner  into  Flanders .  During  the 
Abfence  of  King  Canutus ,  the  Confpirators  on  Board 
the  Fleet  gave  out,  that  the  Provifions  were  not  whole- 
fome;  that  feveral  of  the  Veflels  were  leaky;  that  the 
King’s  Mind  was  changed;  and,  that  the  beft  Thing 
they  could  do  was,  to  go  every  Man  to  his  own  Home; 
fo  that,  when  Canvtus  returned,  he  found  both  his  Fleet 
and  Army  difperfed  %  which  is  certainly  a  better  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Mifcarriage  of  this  Undertaking,  than  the 
long  Continuance  of  crofs  Winds,  to  which  fome,  or 
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the  Effects  of  magical  Enchantments,  to  which  others 
afcribe  it. 

Certain  it  is,  that  King  William  brought  over 
from  Normandy ,  fuch  an  Army  as  his  Subjects  till  then 
had  never  feen  ;  for  the  Maintenance  of  which,  he  not 
only  oppreffed  the  Nation  for  the  prefent,  but,  laying 
hold  of  the  general  Confirmation  the  People  were  in, 
ordered  the  famous  Doom/day-Book  to  be  made,  where¬ 
in  taking  an  Account  of  every  Foot  of  Land  in  the 
Kingdom,  he  knew,  to  the  laft  Shilling,  how  low  they 
might  be  drained.  I  know  fome  Hiftorians  place  this 
Fadt  in  another  Light ;  but  I  follow  the  Saxon  Chroni¬ 
cle,  written  in  his  own  Time,  but  with  a  truly  Engli/h 

i 

Spirit;  and,  therefore,  in  this  Refpedl  the  bell  Guide  r. 
To  fay  the  Truth,  this  King  William ,  knew  how  to 
make  Advantages  of  all  Things ;  but,  particularly,  of 
Misfortunes :  for,  in  all  the  Rebellions  and  Invafions 
which  happened  during  his  Reign,  he  conltantly  fpared 
his  Normans ,  and  fubdued  the  Englijb  by  the  Arms  of 
the  Engli/h.  So,  on  the  Rumour  of  this  Invafion,  he 
firfb  took  Occafion  to  fill  the  Country  wTith  his  foreign 
Soldiers,  and  then  pillaged  the  People  for  their  Subfifl- 
ence,  and  to  fill  his  own  Coffers.  When  the  Danger 
was  over,  he  firfb  failed  to  the  I/e  of  Wight ,  that  it 
might  appear  he  was  not  deffitute  of  a  Naval  Force,  in 
cafe  his  Enemies  re  fumed  their  Projects ;  and  then  palled 
over  into  Norma  tidy  *.  The  next  Year  he  engaged  in 
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a  War  with  France ,  in  which,  though  he  was  luccefs- 
ful,  yet  it  coil  him  his  Life ;  for,  advancing  too  near 
the  Flames  of  a  City  which  he  caufed  to  be  burnt,  he 
thereby  caught  a  Fever,  of  which  he  died,  on  the  9th. 
of  September ,  1087,  in  the  twenty-firft  Year  of  his 
Reign,  and  the  fixty-fourth  of  his  Age.  The  Saxon 
Chronicle  tells  us,  that  he  was  a  diligent  and  adlive 
Prince,  and  extremely  jealous  of  his  Sovereignty,  as  King 
of  England .  Wales  he  fubdued,  and  bridled  it  with  Gar- 
rifons,  awed  Scotland ,  preferved  Normandy  in  its  full  Ex¬ 
tent  againft  all  the  Attempts  of  the  French ;  and  if  he 
had  Jived  two  Years  longer,  would  have  reduced  Ireland , 
without  employing  Arms s.  In  a  Word,  he  was,  in 
England ,  a  great  King ;  and  to  his  Normans ,  a  good 
Duke. 

WILLIAM  II.  Sur- named  Rufus  >  i.  e.  the  Red, 
from  the  Colour  of  his  Hair,  fucceeded  his  Father,  though 
without  fo  much  as  a  plaufible  Title  ;  his  Brother  Robert , 
having  not  only  the  Pretence  of  Birth,  but  like  wife  a 
Plea  of  Merit  much  fuperior  to  his.  William ,  however, 
thought  he  might  well  attain  by  Fraud,  what  his  Father 
had  both  taken,  and  kept,  by  Force;  and  therefore,  ha¬ 
ving  the  Good-will  of  fome  of  the  Clergy,  he  wifely 
determined,  to  procure  that  of  the  Nation,  by  diftribut- 
ing  among  them  his  Father’s  Treafures.  To  this  End, 
he  made  halte  to  England  ;  and  going  to  Winchester ^ 
where  his  Father’s  Wealth  lay,  he  fcattered  it  abroad  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  pooreft  of  the  People,  in  every 
Parifh  in  England ,  felt  the  Effects  of  it ;  fo  that,  on  his 
coming  to  London ,  at  Chrijhnas ,  he  was  received  with 
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all  imaginable  Tokens  of  Loyalty  and  AfFeftion*.  Hs 
ealily  difcerned,  that  his  Brother,  Duke  Robert ,  would 
not  fail  to  give  him  Difturbance,  and  that,  whenever  he 
inclined  to  do  it,  a  Party  would  not  be  wanting  to  affift 
him  in  England.  He  therefore,  to  fecure  himfelf  in  the 
firft  Place,  careiled  all  the  Englijh  Nobility  ;  and,  con¬ 
trary  to  his  Father’s  Maxims,  preferred  them  to  the 
Normans ;  not  out  of  any  Love,  but  becaufe  the  Nor¬ 
mans  were  better  affedted  to  his  Brother  ;  but,  whatever 
the  Motive  was,  the  Thing  itfelf  was  very  beneficial  to 
the  People  ;  for  it  once  again  put  Arms  into  their  Hands, 
and  thereby  gave  them  a  Power  of  obliging  their  Princes 
to  keep  their  Promifes  longer  than  they  intended.  A- 
nother  Expedient  of  his,  was  of  no  lefs  Advantage ;  he 
permitted  the  Englijh  to  fit  out  Ships  of  Force,  to  a  ft 
againft  his  Enemies ;  and  we  fhall  quickly  fee  what  Profit 
the  King  reaped  from  this  Indulgence  v" 

ROBERT \  the  eldeft  Son  of  the  Conqueror,  was 
in  Germany ,  when  his  Father  died  ;  whence  he  quickly- 
returned,  to  take  Poffefiion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Normandy ,  in 
which,  he  met  with  no  Oppofition  f .  When  he  was  fett¬ 
led  there,  he  turned  his  Thoughts  upon  England ,  where 
his  Uncle  Odo ,  Earl  of  Kent ,  had  formed  a  ffrong  Party 
in  fupport  of  his  Title.  They  furprized,  and  fortified 
feveral  Cadies ;  and,  if  Robert ,  who  had  a  good  Army 
in  Normandy ,  and  Ships  enough  to  tranfport  them,  had 
been  as  diligent  in  his  own  Affair,  as  thole,  who  abetted  his 
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In  ter  eft  here,  he  had  certainly  carried  his  Point,  and 
transferred  the  Crown,  to  his  own,  from  his  Brother’s 
Head ;  but  he  contented  himfelf,  with  fending  a  few 
Troops  hither ;  which,  however,  landed  without  Op- 
pofition,  the  King  having  no  Navy  to  oppofe  them.  But, 
the  Englijb ,  obferving  that,  after  this,  they  began  to  pals 
the  Seas  carelefly,  attacked  them,  as  Occafion  offered, 
took  their  Ships,  and  deftroyed  Multitudes  of  Men ;  fo 
that  in  a  little  Time,  Robert  was  glad  to  defift  from  his 
Pretenftons  to  the  Kingdom  ;  and  the  King,  in  the  4th 
Year  of  his  Reign,  invaded  Normandy ,  both  by  Sea  and 
Land  ;  but,  by  the  Interpofition  of  Friends,  their  Dif¬ 
ferences  were  compofed,  and,  the  Brothers  reconciled 
The  Year  following,  the  King  refolving  to  be  re¬ 
venged  on  the  King  of  the  Scots  *,  who  had  invaded 
his  Dominions,  while  he  was  in  Normandy  ;  prepared  to 
attack  them,  with  a  confiderable  Land-Force,  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  fitted  out  a  great  Fleet.  Duke  Robert , 
who  was  then  in  England ,  was  intrufted  with  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  this  Expedition,  which  was  far  from  an- 
fwering  the  Expectations  raifed  thereby  ;  for,  the  Fleet 
not  being  ready  till  towards  Michaelmas ,  there  happened 
fuch  Storms  on  the  Scottijh  Coaft,  that  abundance  of 
Ships  were  loft,  and  many  more  difabled ;  the  Army  too 
buffered  exceedingly,  by  the  Severity  of  the  Weather; 
and,  after  all,  Duke  Robert  was  glad,  by  the  Interpo¬ 
fition  of  Edgar  Atheling ,  to  make  Peace  with  Malcolm^ 
King  of  Scots ;  which  the  King  ratified,  without  intending 
to  keep  it After  this,  there  is  little  occurs  in  his  Reign. 

as 
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as  to  Naval  Expeditions ;  except  frequent  Jnvafions  in 
Normandy  :  which  fhews,  he  was  fuperior  at  Sea,  and 
that  he  might  have  made  a  great  Figure  by  his  Maritime 
Power,  if  he  had  been  fo  inclined.  But  he  had  other 
Views,  and  was  particularly  difpofed  to  bring  the  Welch 
under  Subje&ion  j  in  order  to  which,  he  allowed  the 
Nobility  on  the  Borders,  to  undertake  Expeditions  at  their 
own -Expence,  and  for  their  own  Advantage. 

A  n  Accident  happened  in  one  of  thefe  Expeditions  f , 
v/hich  fhews  how  much  Maritime  Affairs  wrere  then  neg- 
ledled  ;  and  how  imprudent  a  Thing  it  is,  to  depend  on 
Armies  without  Fleets.  Hugh  Earl  of  Shrew/bury ,  and 
Hugh  Earl  of  Chefler ,  invaded  the  Me  of  Anglefey ,  and 
eafily  fubdued  the  Inhabitants,  whom  they  plundered,  and 
ufed  very  cruelly.  But,  in  the  midft  of  their  Succefs, 
one  Magnus ,  a  Norwegian  Pyrate,  came  from  the  Ork¬ 
neys,  v/hich  were  then  fubjedt  to  the  Danes ,  with  a 
fmall  Squadron  of  Ships,  and,  landing  in  Anglefey  unex¬ 
pectedly,  defeated  thefe  Infolent  Invaders  ;  killed  the 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury  upon  the  Spot,  and  carried  off  all  the 
Spoil,  that  he,  and  his  Affociates  had  taken.  Not  long 
after  this.  King  William  being  informed,  that  the  City 
of  Mans  was  beiieged,  he  refolved  to  go  to  its  Relief ; 
and,  though  his  Nobility  advifed  him  to  ffay,  till  a 
Squadron  at  leaft  could  be  drawn  together,  yet  he  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  make  any  Delay  ;  but,  going  on  Board 
a  fmall  Veflel,  obliged  the  Mailer  to  put  to  Sea  in  foul 
Weather,  for  this  wife  Reafon,.  that  he  never  heard  a 
King  of  England  was  drowned  ;  and  fo  landing  at  Bar- 
four ,  with  the  Troops  he  had  in  Normandy ,  relieved  the 

Place, 
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Placed  However  foine  may  commend  this  AAion,  it 
was  certainly  neither  prudent,  nor  honourable,  as  ex¬ 
prefling  rather  an  intemperate  Courage,  than  any  fober 
Refolution  of  maintaining  his  Dignity,  which  would  have 
been  better  provided  for,  by  keeping  a  Navy  in  conftant 
Readinefsx.  This  appears  alfo  to  have  been  the  King’s 
own  Sentiments ;  for,  on  hi$  Return  to  England  the  next 
Year,  his  fir  ft  Care  was  to  put  his  Marine  in  a  better 
Condition  ;  and,  having  formed  foine  new  ProjeAs,  he 
drew  together  a  very  confiderable  Fleet,  at  the  fame 
Time  raifed  a  very  great  Army  :  but  before  all  Things 
could  be  got  ready,  he  was  taken  off  by  a  fudden  and 
violent  Death.  For  going  to  hunt  in  New-Foreft ,  he 
was  fhot  accidentally  by  an  Arrow’s  glancing  againft  a 
Tree  \  fo  that,  after  fetching  one  Groan,  he  died  upon 
the  Spot.  The  Current  of  our  modern  Hlftories  have 
fixed  this  FaA  on  one  Sir  Walter  Tyrrell  but  feveral  anci¬ 
ent  Writers  fpeaking  of  the  King’s  Death,. do  not  mention 
this  Gentleman  ;  and  a  Contemporary  Author  affirms, 
that  he  had  often  heard  Sir  Walter  declare,  that  he  was 
in  another  Part  of  the  Foreftat  the  Time  of  the  King’s 
Death,  and  that  he  knew  not  how  it  happened  7.  Thus 
the  Rumours  of  one  Age  become  Hiftory  in  the  next. 
This  Accident  fell  out  on  the  fecond  of  Augujl ,  in  the 
Year  uoo,  when  the  King  had  reigned  almoft  thirteen, 
and  lived  fomewhat  more  than  forty-two  Years.  Fie 
was  certainly  a  Prince  of  high  Spirit,  and  quick  Parts ; 
but  had  little  Tendernefs  for  his  SuhjeAs ;  and,  though 
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he  made  a  better  King,  than  his  Father,  to  the  Englijb , 
yet  it  was  meerly  becaufe  he  had  more  need  of  them, 
as  appeared  by  the  Difference  of  his  Conduct,  in  Time 
of  Di  ft  refs ;  and  when  the  Situation  of  his  Affairs  were 
mended,  through  their  Afliftance ;  for  he  was  then  as 
carelefs  in  performing,  as  he  had  been  before  in  promif- 
ing ;  fo  that  his  Death  was  looked  on  as  a  Deliverance, 
though  he  left  the  Succefiion  unfettled,  and  all  Things 
in  Confufion. 

HENRY,  the  youngeft  Son  of  the  Conqueror, 
from  his  being  bred  to  Learning,  Sur-named  Beauclerk , 
ftept  into  the  vacant  Throne,  while  his  Brother  Robert 
was  in  the  Holy-Land  f.  He  had  a  bad  Title,  yet  var~ 
niflied  with  many  fair  Pretences ;  fuch  as  his  Being  born 
after  his  Father  became  a  King;  drawing  his  firft  Breath 
in  England ,  and  having  ever  (hewn  a  great  Affeftion 
for  his  Countrymen.  Yet,  the  Favour  of  the  Clergy, 
and  particularly  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  was  the 
chief  Caufe  of  his  peaceable  Acceflion  ;  as  his  being  very 
rich,  and  knowing  well  how  to  part  with  his  Money, 
gained  him,  after  his  Acceflion,  many  Friends.  In  the 
very  Dawning  of  his  Reign,  he  difcovered  an  admirable 
Talent  for  Government,  doing  more  good  Things  than 
his  Brother  had  ever  promifed.  He  reftored  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Saxon  Laws ;  promoted  virtuous  and  able 
Men  ;  eafed  the  People  of  their  Taxes,  and  provided  for 
the  Security  of  the  Seas ;  promoting  alfo,  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  Power,  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  his  Subjects* 
Still  more  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Commons,  he 
efpoufed  Matilda ,  the  Sifter  of  Edgar ,  King  of  Scots t 
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who  was  Niece  to  Edgar  Etheling ,  the  true  Heir  of  the 
Saxon  Line.  All  this  he  did  with  great  Sincerity  of  Heart, 
and  not  from  thofe  Principles  of  Norman  Cunning,  where¬ 
in  confifted  the  feeming  Wifdom  of  his  Brother.  He 
carried  his  Affedtion  for  the  Englijh  farther  ftilj,  by  do¬ 
ing  them  Juftice  upon  their  Oppreffors ;  Imprifoning  the 
Bifhop  of  Chejler  in  the  Tower  ;  who  had  been  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Advifer  of  William  Rufus ,  in  all  his  Arbitrary  Ex- 
actions  2.  In  Confequence  of  all  this,  he  either  had,  or 
ought  to  have  had,  the  entire  Affedtion  of  his  Subjedts. 
But  his  Wifdom  would  not  allow  him  to  truft  entirely 
to  that;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  underload  his 
Brother  Robert  was  returned  into  Normandy ,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  there  in  Triumph,  he  provided  for  the  Securiry  of  his 
Dominions  by  the  mofl  natural  Method ;  that  of  increaf- 
ing  his  Strength  at  Sea  ;  and  giving  Diredtions  to  his 
Officers,  who  had  the  Cuftody  of  the  Coafts,  called  in 
the  Language  of  thofe  Times,  Butfecarles ,  to  be  vigi¬ 
lant  in  preventing  all  Perfons  from  coming  out  of  Nor- 
mandy ,  into  England a. 

Time  plainly  difcovered  the  Juftice  of  the  King’s 
Precaution  ;  for  Duke  Robert ,  who  was  returned  with  a 
great  Reputation,  and  who  was  a  Prince  endowed  with 
many  amiable  Qualities,  quickly  renewed  his  Pretenfions 
to  the  Englijh  Crown ;  preparing  both  a  Fleet,  and  an 
Army,  in  order  to  pafs  over  into  England  with  better  Suc- 
cefs  than  formerly.  All  our  Hiftorians,  however,  a^ree* 

that. 
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that,  if  King  Henry’s  Commanders  at  Sea  had  done  their 
Duty,  he  would  never  have  let  his  Foot  in  this  Ifland  by 
Force.  But  it  fo  happened,  that,  either  out  of  Hopes  of 
Profit,  or  from  the  natural  Levity  of  their  Difpofitions, 
feveral  of  them  inclined  to  the  Duke;  and,  as  foon  as 
tney  knew  his  Fleet  was  at  Sea,  went  over  with  their 
Ships,  into  his  Service  ;  by  which  Means,  he  landed  fafe- 
ly,  at  Portfmoutby  with  a  gallant  Army  *  King  Henry , 
however,  had  not  been  idle;  but  had  a  confiderable  Force 
about  him,  when  he  received  this  News ;  upon  which, 
he  marched  diredly  to  Hqftings ,  where  he  was  joined 
by  many  of  the  Nobility ;  though  fome  of  thefe  too 
afterwards  went  over  to  his  Brother.  When  Thaws 
v\eie  on  tile  Point  of  being  determined  by  Arms,  and  a 
fecond  Battel  of  Hqftings  feemed  to  be  the  only  Me¬ 
thod  of  clearing  the  Royal  Title,  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury ,  and  fome  other  great  Men,  interpofed,  and 
brought  about  an  Accommodation  ;  by  which,  the  King¬ 
dom  was  left  to  Henry ,  and  a  Penfion  of  three  Thoufand 
Marks,  was  refeiwed  to  Robert b  ;  who,  after  a  Stay  of 
hx  Months  in  his  Brother's  Court,  returned  into  Nor- 
mandy,  very  well  fatisfied :  though  he  did  not  continue 
fo  long ;  perceiving  plainly,  when  it  was  too  late,  that 
lie  who  wanted  Refolution  enough  to  contend  for  a 
Crown,  was  not  likely  to  preferve  a  Dukedom  in  quiet : 
and  this  Jealoufy  drew  upon  him  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
the  very  Thing  that  he  feared,-  as  our  Hiftorians  relate 
at  large,  and  as  I  {hall  briefly  {hew,  fo  far  as  it  concerns 
the  Subjedl  of  which  I  am  treating. 

After 
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After  various  Paflages  into  Normandy,  the  King,  at 
lad,  determined  to  make  an  abfolute  Congued’  of  it,  pre¬ 
tending,  that  he  was  afhamed  to  fee  his  Brother  not  live 
upon  his  Revenues,  though  he  had  not  been  afhamed  to 
take  from  him,  as  a  Gift,  the  Penficn  of  three  thoufand 
Marks  per  Annum ,  which  he  had  forced  him  to  accept 
in  Lieu  of  the  Crown.  With  this  View  he  raifed  a 
great  Army,  and  a  Fleet  proportionable,  with  which  he 
crofled  the  Sea  and,  in  a  fhort  Space  conquered  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Brother’s  Dominions.  That  dout 
Prince,  whofe  Spirit  was  always  fuperior  to  his  Power, 
refolved  to  hazard  all  bravely  in  the  Field,  rather  than 
remain  fafe  in  his  Perfon,  but  dripped  of  his  Dominions. 
Full  of  this  generous  Refolution,  he  gave  his  Brother 
Battel,  wherein  he  fhewed  all  the  Courage  and  Con¬ 
duct  of  an  experienced  Commander;  yet  in  the  End  was 
routed,  taken  Prifoner,  and  thence  forward  enjoyed  nei¬ 
ther  Land  nor  Liberty  more  c.  The  Englijk  Writers 
are  fond  of  remarking,  that  this  Conqueft  of. Normandy 
happened  that  very  Day  forty  Years,  on  which  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  by  the  Battel  of  HaJlingSy  obtained  the  Crown  of 
England y  but,  as  to  what  they  relate  further,  of  Duke 
Robert's  having  his  Eyes  put  out,  and  dying  of  Spite, 
becaufe  the  King  fent  him  a  Robe  that  wras  too  little 
for  himfe]fd,  they  are  Fads  very  doubtful  at  lead,  and 
therefore  not  hadily  to  be  credited. 

As 
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As  Normandy  could  not  have  been  conquered  with¬ 
out  a  conflderable  Fleet,  fo  it  would  quickly  have  been 
loft  again,  if  the  King  had  not  been  fuperior  to  his 
Neighbours  at  Sea  ;  for  the  King  of  France  was  very 
defirous  of  fetting  up  William ,  the  Son  of  Duke  Robert , 
and  Nephew  to  the  King,  inftead  of  his  Son,  for  Duke 
of  Normandy,  This  obliged  King  Henry  to  make  fre¬ 
quent  Voyages  thither,  and  to  be  at  great  Expence,  as  well 
in  gratifying  the  French  Lords,  as  in  maintaining  an  Army 
and  Fleet  for  its  Defence,  which  did  not,  however,  hin¬ 
der  him  from  chaftizing  the  Welch ,  when  they  took  up 
Arms  againft  him,  or  from  fending  to  the  Afiiftance  of 
the  Chriftians  in  the  Holy- -Land ,  as  great  Succours  as 
any  Prince  of  his  Time  e.  Indeed,  his  remarkable  Fe¬ 
licity  in  attaining  almoft  every  Thing  he  undertook,  put 
much  in  his  Power  3  and  he  had  too  elevated  a  Soul  not 
to  uie  what  he  poflefled.  v 

He  received,  however,  in  the  twenty-firft  Year  of  his 
Reign  *  a  very  conflderable  Check.  For  having  fettled 
every  Thing  in  Normandy ,  to  his  good  liking,  where 
for  that  Purpofe  he  had  refided  for  fome  Years,  he  re- 
foived  to  return  to  England ,  with  all  the  Royal  Family. 
His  only  Son  William ,  whom  he  had  made  Duke  of 
that  Country,  and  who  was  alike  the  Delight  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther  and  of  the  Nation,  ordered  a  new  Ship  to  be  built, 
for  the  commodious  Carriage  of  himfelf,  and  many  of  his 
princely  Relations.  Thefe  accordingly  embarked  on  the 
26rh  of  November ,  the  Weather  fine,  and  the  Wind  fair. 
The  Prince,  having  made  the  Hearts  of  the  Sailors  mer¬ 
ry  > 
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ry,  propofed  to  them  a  Reward,  in  cafe  they  could  out- 
fail  the  lr effel  in  which  his  Father  was.  In  attempting 
this,  they  ventured  too  near  the  Shore,  and  unfortu¬ 
nately,  juft  as  it  fell  dark,  ran  upon  a  Shoal  Of  Rocks, 
then  known  by  the  Name  of  Shatter  as.  The  Boat  was 
prefently  put  out,  and  the  Prince,  with  fome  few  about 
him  got  into  it,  and  might  have  been  fafe,  if,  moved  by 
the  Cries  of  his  Sifter,  the  Countefs  of  Perche ,  he  had 
not  returned  with  an  Intent  to  take  her  in;  which  gave 
fo  many  an  Opportunity  of  crowding  the  Boat,  that  it 
funk  together  with  the  Ship,  every  Soul  perifhing  except 
a  Butcher,  who  very  hardly  efcaped,  by  clinging-  to  the 
Main-Maft  f.  There  peddled  by  this  Misfortune  about 
two  hundred  Perfons ;  which  enables  us  to  give  fome 
Guefs  at  the  Bulk  and  Burthen  of  Ships  in  thofe  Days  g. 

O  tker  Circumftances  in  this  King’s  Reign  I  find 
none,  of  Weight  enough  to  deferve  mention ;  I  fhall, 
therefore,  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that,  by  feveral 
Laws  relating  to  Trade  (particularly  one,  which  gave 
every  Wreck  to  the  Owners,  if  a  living  Thing  was 
found  on  Board)  he  manifefted  his  Attention  to  Com¬ 
merce,  and  his  Care  of  Maritime  Affairs h.  To  this  we 
may  add,  that  the  Danijh  Prince  of  the  Orkneys ,  made 
him  frequent  Prefents,  -as  Teftimorries  of  his  Veneration 
and  Refpedt  ;  and,  though  Morchad  King  of  Ireland , 
whom  the  Writers  of  that  Country  frile  Murchertus 
O'  Brian ,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  treated  the 
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Englifl)  but  indifferently,  yet,  on  King  Henrfs  threat- 
ning  to  prohibit  all  Commerce  with  that  Ifland,  he 
came  to  a  juft  Senfe  of  his  Folly,  and  ever  after  be¬ 
haved  as  became  him  towards  the  Subjects  of  fo  great  a 
Prince  i.  It  is  in  fome  Meafure  wonderful,  that,  con- 
fidering  the  many  and  great  Fatigues  this  Prince  under¬ 
went,  he  was  not  fooner  worn  out  ;  but,  as  he  was  for¬ 
tunate  in  all  other  Things,  fo  in  this  alfo  he  was  happy, 
that  he  enjoyed  a  longer  Life  and  Rule  than  his  Pre- 
deceffors;  deceafing  on  the  fecond  of  December  1135, 
having  reigned  thirty-five,  and  lived  near  fixty-eight 
Years  k.  He  was  a  Prince  of  great  Endowments,  im¬ 
proved  by  an  excellent  Education,  who  fincerely  loved 
the  Englijh ,  and  had  always  a  juft  Regard  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Crown. 

STEP  HEN  Earl  of  Blois,  Nephew,  by  the  Fa- 

•A 

ther’s  Side,  to  the  late  King,  and,  by  his  Mother,  Grand- 
fon  to  William  the  Conqueror,  by  cajoling  the  Englifb 
Lords,  promifing  wholly  to  remit  Dane  geld ,  and  to  eafe 
them  in  other  particulars,  attained  the  Poffeffion  of  the 
Englijh  Crown,  to  the  Prejudice  of  Maud  the  Emprefs- 
by  the  fame  Arts  precifely,  whereby  her  Father  had  de¬ 
frauded  his  Brother  Duke  Robert .  This  King  Stephen 
was  a  Prince, .  who,  abating  his  Ambition,  had  few  or 
no  Vices;  brave  in  his  Perfon,  a  good  Officer,  and  who, 
in  all  Probability,  had  made  an  excellent  King,  if  he 
had  come  to  the  Throne  with  a  better  Title,  and  had 
thereby  fecured  a  more  peaceable  Pofleflion :  but,  being 

involved  in  Wars  and  Difputes,  almoft  through  his 

whole 


*  Gul.  Malmefbur.  de  geft.  Reg.  Angl.  lib.  v.  k  Chron. 
Saxon,  p.237.  Matth.  Paris*  Qul.  Mahnelbur, 
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whole  Reign,  and,  having  likewife  given  up  or  relin- 
quifhed  that  Tax,  by  which  he  fhould  have  fecured  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  which  Promife  he  exactly  kept, 
we  need  not  wonder,  that  we  have  lefs  to  fay  of  him 
than  of  the  other  Norman  Princes  h 

In  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign,  he,  v/ith  a  great  Fleet 
and  confiderable  Army  on  Board,  invaded  Normandy',  and, 
though  Jeffery  Earl  of  Anjou ;  the  Hulband  of  Maud 
the  Emprefs,  did  all  that  in  him  lay  to  defend  it,  yet 
he  rejoined  that  Dukedom  to  the  Englijb  Crown,  intend¬ 
ing  to  have  bellowed  it  on  his  Son  Eujlace.  Long,  how¬ 
ever,  his  Affairs  had  not  this  profperous  Current;  for, 
after  many  Domeftick  Troubles,  his  Competitor  Maud 
landed  in  England ,  and  laid  Claim  to  the  Crown*. 
Though  her  Retinue  was  very  frnall,  fcarce  a  hundred 
and  fifty  in  Number,  yet  flie  quickly  grew  Itrong  e- 
nough  to  give  the  King  a  great  deal  of  Trouble ;  nay, 
at  length  fhe  became  fo  powerful,  that  fhe  took  him  Pri- 
foner,  and  fent  him  to  be  kept  at  Briflol ,  where,  by  her 
Orders,  he  was  put  in  Irons;  yet  afterwards  exchanged 
for  her  Brother,  Robert  Earl  of  Gloucefter .  This  potent 
Lord,  eroding  over  into  Normandy ,  recovered  it  for 
his  Sifter  and  her  Son  Henry ,  and  then  returning,  is 
recorded  to  have  invaded  the  Northern  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  with  a  Fleet  of  fifty-two  Sail;  which  fhews, 
how  low  the  Maritime  Strength  of  the  Nation  was  then 
fallen,  and  what  mighty  Mifchiefs  follow  from  a  con- 

I  2  tefted 


1  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  238.  Matth.  Paris.  Hift.  Anal. 
73.  Gul.  Malmcfbur.  Hifu  Kovel,  lib.  i.  *  A.  D? 
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tefted  Succeflion,  which,  however  it  may  end  as  to 
Princes,  is  fure  to  be  fatal  to  their  Subjects m. 

Indeed,  this  Reign  of  King  Stephen ,  if  cur  belt  Hi- 
ftories,  and  the  Saxon  Chronicle  efbecially,  be  worthy  of 
Credit,  was  mod:  unfortunate  for  the  People,  expofing 
them  to  fuch  Miferies  and  Misfortunes,  as  in  Times* 
pail  they  had  never  felt,,  and  which  would  hardly  meet 
with  any  Relief  now,  Amongfl  all  their  Grievances, 
this  was  none  of  the  leaf,  that  there  was  a  total  Stag¬ 
nation  of  Trade,  much  counterfeit  Money,  and  no  Se¬ 
curity  for  foreign  Merchants  ;  Remedies  for  all  which, 
are  exprelly  provided  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  made  with 
Henry  Duke  of  Normandy ,  by  King  Stephen ,  in  the 
eighteenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  which  was  confirmed  by 
the  King’s  Charter,  whereof  an  authentic  Copy  is  pre- 
ferved  in  Holinjhead9 s  Chronicle,  and  no  where  elfen. 
The  King  did  not  live  long  after  this  Settlement  of  his 
Affairs  3  other  wife,  he  would,  in  all  Probability,  have 
done  his  utmoft  to  reflore  Things  to  a  better  State; 
about  which,  when  his  Mind  was  employed,  he  was 
carried  off  by  a  Complication  of  Diflempers,  on  the 
25th  of  October  1154,  when  he  had  reigned  near  nine¬ 
teen  Years.  A  great  Captain,  fays  Matt.  Paris ,  and 
moff  of  our  other  Hiftorians  agree,  as  to  his  perfonal 
Qualifications,  a  good  King.  Only  that  ancient  and 
venerable  Book,  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  which  ends  with 
his  Reign,  fpeaks  of  nothing  but  Calamities  and  Misfor¬ 
tunes 


m  Gal.  Neubripvn.  lib.  i, 


cap. 


Nic. 


'rivet.  Anna). 


fLobert  of  Gioucelter’s  Chronicle,  p.460.  n  Vol.  ii.  p.  62. 
Edit.  1  587.  This  was  given  to  the  Editor  by  Serjeant  Fleet-’ 
wood,  then  Recorder  of  London,  a  great  Antiquary. 
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tunes  which  happened  therein  :  and  yet  this  Prince  had 
a  Reputation  for  Piety,  and  was  remarkably  kind  to  the 
Monks 3  which  I  mention,  to  fliew  the  Impartiality  of 
that  authentic  Hiftory,  which  well  deferves  to  be  trans¬ 
lated  from  the  Tongue  of  our  Anceftors,  into  Modern 

j  i  •  - 

Englijh. 

According  to  the  Method  I  have  hitherto  follow¬ 
ed,  I  ought  to  fpeak  now  of  fuch  Difcoveries  as  were 
made  within  this  Space  of  Time,  or  extraordinary  Ads 
performed  by  private  Perfons :  in  Refped  to  which, 
however,  I  ilia  11  not  detain  the  Reader  long  ;  becaufe,  in 
the  frit  Place,  we  have  not  much  of  this  kind  to  note; 
and,  fecondly,  what  there  is,  hath  been  already  examin¬ 
ed  by  Hakluyt ,  and  other  Colledors,  and,  therefore, 
may  be  prefumed  fufficiently  known  already.  Such  are 
the  Travels  of  Alured  Bilhop  of  Worcejler ,  in  the  Year 
1058,  to  Jerufalem0^  the  Journey  of  Ingulphus ,  Abbot 
of  Croyland ,  to  the  fame  Place;  in  1064  p  ;  both  of 
which  are  private  Tranfadions,  and  only  prove,  that 
Englijh  Men  were  as  forward  as  any  in  thofe  Bays,  in 
undertaking  fuch  Journeys  as  might  contribute  to  the 
Increafe  either  of  their  Knowledge  or  Reputation.  As 
to  the  Expeditions  of  Edgar  Atheling ,  they  are  fome- 
what  or  a  different  Kind,  and  are,  in  fame  Meafure,  of 
National  Importance.  His  high  Quality,  as  the  true 
Heir  of  the  Englijh  Crown,  made  all  his  Adions  very 
confpicuous,  during  the  Times  in  wrhich  he  lived;  and, 
as  he  often  found  it  troublefome  Haying  at  Koine,  under 

i  3  the 


0  Roger.  Moved,  in  parte  priore  Annal.  p.  445.  Hakluyt 
VoL-n.  p.  8.  p  Ingulph.  Hiftor.  ap.  Script,  poll  Bedam  V 
9°3,  904.  Hakluyt,  Vol.  ii.  pi  9.  '5  1 
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the  Eye  of  fuch  as,  to  his  Prejudice,  were  veiled  with 
fupreme  Power,  and  bore  him  no  good  Will  ;  fo  he 
chofe  to  fignalize  his  Courage  abroad,  in  fuch  Expedi¬ 
tions  as  fell  in  his  Way.  Thus  he  commanded  a  Body 
of  Normans.,  which  were  fent  into  Apulia  %  and,  re¬ 
turning  out  of  Italy  with  Honour,  he  then  applied  him- 
ielf  to  Robert  Duke  of  Normandy ,  who  treated  him  with 
Kindnefs  and  Refpedl,  and,  with  whom  he  went  to 
Jerufalem ;  where  he  likewife  gained  fo  great  Reputa¬ 
tion,  that,  firft,  the  Emperor  of  Conjlantinople ,  and  then 
the  Emperor  of  Germany ,  would  willingly  have  Raid 
him  in  their  Courts:  but  he  returned  in  1102,  and  was 
four  Years  afterwards,  taken  Prifoner  with  Duke  Robert 
in  Normandy  r.  One  of  our  mofi  famous  Hiftorians, 
and,  who  was  his  Contemporary,  reproaches  him  fevere- 
]y  for  his  not  accepting  the  Offers  that  were  made  him 
abroad,  and*  for  his  fond  Attachment  to  his  own  Coun¬ 
try  ;  but,  if  we  conlider  that  his  Siller  was  married  to 
the  King  of  Scots ,  and  that  her  Daughter  by  that  King 
was  married  to  King  Henry ,  in  whofe  Reign  he  return¬ 
ed,  one  cannot  think  that  Cenfure  very  reafonable,  or 
that  his  wailing  the  lafh  Years  of  his  Life  in  fo  obfcure 
a  Retirement,  that  we  neither  know  where  it  was  %  nor 
how  he  died,  appears  more  difhonourable  to  his  Memory, 
than  to  the  Writers  of  that  Age,  who  were  fo  devoted 
to  Power,  that  they  could  not  fo  much  as  do  Juftice 
to  the  Charadler  of  a  Man  obnoxious  thereto,  Athe - 
lardy  a  Monk  of  Bath ,  is  faid  by  Bale ,  to  have  travel¬ 
ed 


^  Gul.  Malmes.  de  gell.  Reg.  Angl.  lib,  iii.  r  Chron.  Sa¬ 
xon.  A.  D.  1106.  5  Gul.  Malmeibur.  de  geltis  Reg,  AngL 

lib.  hi.  p.  103.  Hakluyt,  Vol.  ii.  p.  10, 
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ed  through  Egypt  and  Arabia ,  in  Quell  of  Knowledge; 
and  that,  on  his  Return  Home,  which  was  towards  the 
latter  End  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  I,  he  publifhed  many 
learned  Works  h  Leland ,  a  more  accurate  Writer,  tells 
us,  he  was  a  great  Traveller ;  but  without  any  Mention 
either  of  Egypt  or  Arabia  $  though  he  tells  us,  that  he 
tranflated  Euclid’s  Elements  out  of  Arabic  into  Latin ; 
and,  that  himfelf  had  feen  another  learned  Work  tranf¬ 
lated  by  the  fame  Monk,  from  an  Arabic  Treatife,  en¬ 
titled,  Erith  Elcharmi ;  which  deferves  to  be  remarked, 
becaufe,  very  probably,  thefe  Books  were  then  firft 
brought  to  the  Knowledge  of  learned  Men  here ;  and, 
therefore,  this  Man  might  be  faid  to  travel  for  pubiick 
Advantage u.  William  of  Tyre  w,  and  Robert  Ketenfis  are 
both  mentioned  in  Hakluyt  from  Bale ,  for  learned  Men 
and  Travellers,  as  they  wrere  x.  The  former  flourifhed 
under  King  Henry ,  the  latter  under  King  Stephen  ;  but, 
as  to  any  Thing  farther  capable  of  recommending  their 
Fame  to  Pollerity,  I  find  not. 

It  appears  from  the  renewed  Charters  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  that,  as  they  were  firft  incorporated  by  Ed* 
ward  the  Confejfor ,  fo,  during  the  Reigns  of  all  the 
Princes  mentioned  in  this  'Chapter,  they  were  particu¬ 
larly  ferviceable  upon  all  Occafions  ;  whence  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  there  was  a  flourifhing  Trade  carried  on  from 
this  Coaft,  even  in  thefe  Times,  and  before  them.  Aa 
to  the  Commerce  of  the  River  of  Thames ,  and  oi  the 
City  of  London ,  there  is  an  ample  Teftimony  in  the 

I  4  Works 
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1  Baleus  de  Script.  Britan,  p.  183.  Hakluyt.  Vol.  21.  p.  13. 
u  Leland  Comment,  de  Script.  Brit.  Vol.  i.  p.  201.  w  Bal.  de 
Script.  Britan.  Vol.  ii.  p.  50,  150.  Hakluyt,  Vol.  ii.  p.  16. 
x  Bal.  de  Script.  Britan.  Vol.  i.  p.  191.  Hakluyt,  ubi  iupra; 


1 2.0  NAVAL  HIS  TOR  7 

Works  of  William  of  Malmejbury ,  who  flourished  un¬ 
der  King  Stephen ;  who  allures  us,  it  was  then  fre¬ 
quented  by' Merchants  of  all  Nations,  and  fo  ample  a 
Storehoufe  of  ail  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  that,  upon  any 
Dearth  or  Scarcity  of  Corn,  the  reft  of  the  Nation  was 
cheaply  and  conveniently  fupplied  from  thence  Y.  The 
fame  Writer  obferves  as  to  Briftol ,  that  a  great  Trade 
was  driven  from  thence  to  Norway ,  Ireland ,  and  other 
Places,  whence  the  Inhabitants  were  yaftly  enriched  z. 
Without  Doubt,  the  AcceiTion  of  the  Norman  Domi¬ 
nions  was  of  considerable  Ufe,  in  Refpedl  to  Trade;  as 
was  pur  former  Intercourfe  with  the  Danes,  ftnceit  en¬ 
larged  our  Correfpondence  with  the  Northern  Part  of  the 
World,  a  Thing  always  profitable  to  a  Country  abound¬ 
ing  with  valuable  Commodities  or  Manufactures,  as  will 

more  clearly  appear,  even  from  our  concife  Account  of 

\ 

the  fucceeding  Reigns. 


y  Be  geft.  Pontif,  Angler,  lib.  ii.  z  Ibid.  lib.  iv. 
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CHAP.  V. 

'•  *'  ’  •  I 

The  Naval  Hiftcry  cf  ENGL  A  N  D,  during  the 
Reigns  cf  Henry  II.  Richard  I.  John,  Henry 
III.  Edward  I.  Edward  II.  Edward  III.  Ri¬ 
chard  II.  Containing  the  Space  of  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  thirty-five  Tears . 

E  NR  T  II.  afcended  the  Throne,  with 
univerfal  Content,  on  the  Death  of  King 
Stephen  ;  having,  betides  his  Kingdom, 
large  Dominions  on  the  Continent,  by- 
various  Titles,  viz .  Normandy ,  Aquitain> 
Anjou ,  Main ,  and  Tourain  ;  which  rendered  him  extraor¬ 
dinary  powerful.  He  was  about  twenty-eight  Years  old, 
at  this  Time,  and  etteemed  as  wife,  and  brave  a  Prince, 
as  that  Age  produced.  His  firft  Care,  was,  to  reftore 
the  Government  to  its  former  State,  by  redifying  the 
many  Diforders  which  had  crept  in,  during  the  unfettled 
Reign  of  King  Stephen a.  Having  performed  this,  he 
projedea  the  Conqueil  of  Ireland ;  for  which,  though 
he  had  many  Pretences,  yet  he  thought  fit  to  obtain 
the  Pope  s  Bull,  the  rather,  becaufe  the  reigning  Pontiff, 
Adrian  IV.  *  was  by  Birth  an  Englijhman .  This  Fa¬ 
vour  he  eafily  obtained,  for  the  Propagating  the  Chriftian 

Faith, 

aGul.  Neubrig.  Hid.  Per.  Angl.  lib.  ii.  c.  i.  *a  D 
1155.  '  - 
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Faith,  together  with  the  Power  and  Profits  of  the  Holy 
See,  as  by  that  Inftrument  appears b.  In  order  to  this 
Expedition,  the  King  conferred  with  his  great  Council 
at  Whichever  ;  but,  his  Mother  difiiking  the  Projedl,  it 
was,  for  that  Time,  laid  afide c. 

His  next  Expedition  was  beyond  the  Seas,  in  the 
fifth  Year  of  his  Reign  J,  undertaken  at  a  vail  Expence, 
with  a  great  Fleet  and  potent  Army,  for  the  Recovery 
of  the  Earldom  of  Toloufe ,  to  which  the  King  pretended 
a  Title ;  but  he  was  not  fo  happy  in  this,  as  in  his  other 
Expeditions ;  though  he  was  fo  far  fuperior  at  Sea,  that 
his  Enemies  durft  not  contend  with  him  on  that  Ele¬ 
ment d.  In  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  employed 
both  a  Fleet  and  Army  againft  the  Welch  fi,  and  after¬ 
wards  was  engaged  in  various  Difputes  with  the  King  of 
France ,  which  obliged  him  to  a  long  Refidence  in  Nor¬ 
mandy  e.  In  the  fixteenth  Year  of  his  Reign  *,  he  caufed 
his  Son  Henry ,  then  about  fifteen,  to  be  crowned  King 
in  his  Life-time  f ;  which,  inftead  of  contributing,  as  he 
fuppofed  it  wTould,  to  his  Peace  and  Profperity,  proved 
the  Caufe  of  very  great  Calamities  to  himfelf  and  Sub¬ 
jects. 

About  this  Time,  the  King  refumed  his  grand  De- 
fign  of  conquering  Ireland ,  to  which  he  had  various  In¬ 
citements.  Some  Pretenfions  he  formed,  from  its  having 
been  anciently  fubdued  by  the  Britons .  Another  Mo¬ 
tive  was,  the  Injuries  done  to  his  Subje&s,  by  the  Pyra- 

cies 


b  Nic.  Trivet.  Annal.  Voh  i.  p.  28.  c  Ibid.  p.  31.  J  A.  D. 
1159.  d  Gul.  Neubrig.  lib.  ii.  c.  10.  f  A.  D.  1165.  e  Nic. 
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ties  which  the  Irijh  commmitted,  taking  and  felling 
EngYifl)  Prifoners  into  Slavery ;  but  that  which  gave  him 
the  faireft  Occafion,  was,  the  Tyranny  of  Roderick 
O'Connor ,  who,  affuming  the  Title  of  Monarch  of  Ire¬ 
land^  opprefFea  the  other  Princes  in  the  Ifland,  and  there¬ 
by  forced  them  to  feek  the  Protection  of  King  Henry . 
One  of  thefe,  whofe  Name  was  Demote  King  of 
Leinjler ,  being  driven  out  of  his  Dominions,  paffed  over 
into  Normandy ,  where  the  King  then  was,  and  entreated 
his  Affiltanee  ;  which  was  readily  granted.  But  the 
King,  like  a  Politic  Prince,  advifed  him  for  the  prefent, 
to  apply  himfelf  to  fome  of  his  Barons,  td  whom  he 
granted  a  Licence,  to  undertake  an  Expedition  in  his 
Favour.  Accordingly,  Robert  Fitz-Stephens ,  in  the 
Month  of  May,  in  the  Year  1169,  landed  at  Wexford , 
with  a  very  fmall  Force ;  he  was  immediately  followed 
by  Maurice  Prendergaf ,  and  thefe,  by  the  Afliftance  of 
King  Dermot ,  having  gained  Footing  in  the  Ifland, 
Richard  Earl  of  Chepfow ,  called  commonly  in  our 
Hiftories  Richard  Strongbow ,  who  was  the  Chief  Un¬ 
dertaker,  went  thither  in  Perfon,  and  landed,  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  1170,  at  Waterford ,  with  a  greater  Force,  and 
in  a  ftiort  Time  reduced  Dublin ,  and  many  other  Places. 
King  Henry  having  Advice  of  their  unexpected  Succefs, 
began  to  take  Umbrage  thereat,  and  publifhed  a  Procla¬ 
mation,  commanding  all  his  Subjects  to  return  out  of 
that  Ifland  by  a  Time  prefixed,  on  pain  of  Confifcation 
of  their  Eflates  in  England .  But  they,  by  alluring  the 
King  of  their  Duty,  and  Submiffion  to  his  Will,  engaged 
him  to  revoke  that  Order,  and  to  come  to  an  Agree¬ 
ment  with  them,  whereby  he  referred  to  himfelf  the 
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Sea-Ports  and  Coafts,  and  confirmed  their  Inland  Con- 
quells  to  the  Undertakers.  The  King,  however,  refolv- 
ed  to  go  over  thither  in  Perfon,  and,  for  that  Purpofe, 
drew  together  a  confiderable  Army,  which  he  embarked 
onboard  a  Fleet,  of  four  hundred  Sail,  and  pfeffed  there¬ 
with  from  Milford- Haven  to  Waterford^  where  he  land¬ 
ed,  25  O ftober ,  1171.  The  Appearance  of  fo  great  a 
Force,  and  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  had  fuch  an  Effedt 
on  this  Country,  then  tom  by  intelfine  Divifions,  that, 
in  a  very  fhort  Space,  the  King  made  this  great 
Conquelt,  which  he  had  folong  fought,  and  fo  vigorous¬ 
ly  endeavoured,  without  Effufion  of  Blood.  Afterwards 
keeping  his  Chrijlmas  at  Dublin ,  he  there  received  Hom¬ 
age  and  Holtages  of  the  feveral  petty  Princes,  and  even 
of  the  great  King  Roderick  O'Connor ;  fo  that,  if  his 
Affairs  had  permitted  him  to  have  remained  there  fo  long 
as  .he  intended,  he  would,  in  all  Probability,  have  effec¬ 
tual  ly  reduced  Ireland ,  and  left  it  in  a  quiet  and  peace¬ 
able  State5.  But  Difcords  in  his  own  Family  prevent¬ 
ed  this ;  for  Eleanor  his  Queen,  his  eldeft  Son  King 
Henry ,  his  younger  Sons  Rickard  and  Jeffrey ,  entering 
into  a  Confpiracy  againft  him,  and  being  Supported  there¬ 
in  by  the  Power  of  the  King  of  France ,  King  Henry 
was  obliged,  about  Eajler ,  to  leave  Ireland ,  and  to  return 
into  Wales ;  which  he  did,  without  Suffering  any  Lois, 
having  before  fettled  the  Englifo  Conqueils  in  that  Xiland, 
as  he  thought  proper  h.  Of  this  War,  we  have  a  very 
diflindi  Account,  though  interlarded  with  many  Super- 

ffitious 
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ftitious  Oircumftances  by  Gerald  Barry ,  better  known  by 
the  Name  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis ,  an  Eye  Witnefs*. 

The  King  was  engaged,  by  the  unlucky  Accidents 
before-mentioned,  in  various  Wars  for  many  Years  to¬ 
gether  $  in  all  which,  he  fupported  himfelf  with  undaunt¬ 
ed  Courage,  and  admirable  Condudt.  In  Normandy,  he 
defeated  the  King  of  France ,  and  the  Forces  of  his  own 
Son  Henry  :  the  loyal  Nobility  of  England ,  in  the 
mean  Time,  not  only  repulfed  the  King  of  Scots,  who 
had  invaded  the  Northern  Provinces  of  England,  but 
took  him  Prifoner  3  and  the  Earl  of  Flanders ,  who  had 
railed  great  Forces,  with  an  Intent  to  have  invaded  Eng¬ 
land,  was  fo  awed  by  the  King’s  Succefs,  that  he  was 
forced  to  give  over  his  Enterprize,  and  to  difband  his 
Army  :  and  thefe  great  Things  the  King  was  chiefly 
enabled  to  perform  by  his  fuperior  Power  at  Sea,  in  which, 
though  feme  Conteft  happened  between  him  and  his  Son 
Flenry ,  yet  it  was  quickly  over  3  for  the  King’s  Fleet  de- 
'  Froyed  molt  of  the  Rebel’s  Ships,  and  many  of  their 
Confederates  3  infomuch,  that,  wearied  at  length  with  re¬ 
peated  Difappointments,  and  brought  low  by  numberleis 
Defeats,  his  Enemies  w7ereat  length  content  to  accept  a 
Peace  on  the  Terms  preferibed  them  by  the  King  3  after 
which,  he  tranfported  his  Victorious  Army  on  Board  a 
Royal  Fleet  into  England,  landing  at  Portfmouth ,  the 
26th  of  May,  1175  k.  The  fame  Year,  Roderick  0  Con¬ 
nor  made  a  fecond  and  more  full  Submiffion  to  the 


1  There  is  an  Englifh  Tranflation  of  his  Work  in  the  firfl 
Volume  of  Holing  (heads  Chronicle,  k  Nic.  1  rivet,  Anna!. 
Vol.  i.  p,  67, 
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King1 5  who,  thereupon,  transferred  his  Title  to  that 
Iiland,  unto  his  oon  who,  as  fome  "VVriters  report, 
was  crowned  King  with  a  Diadem  of  Peacocks  Feathers, 
fet  in  Gold,  fent  to  his  Father,  by  the  Pope,  for  that 
Puipofe.  Some  Part  of  this  Story,  however,  cannot  be 
true ;  iince  it  appears,  from  the  Great  Seal,  made  Ule  of 
by  this  Piince,  that  he  never  Itiled  himfelf  King,  but 
Lord  only,  of  h  eland)  into  which  Country  he  alio  went  E 
feveral  hears  after,  with  a  coniiderable  Army  ,  and 
continued  there  for  fome  Time,  though  without  per¬ 
forming  any  great  Matter  m. 

Even  after  thele  Times  of  Confuiion,  and  not- 
withilanding  all  the  Expence  they  had  occafioned,  he 
fhewed  the  cjreaineis  or  his  IVIind,  by  giving  extraor¬ 
dinary  Afliftance  to  the  Chriltians,  in  the  Holy  Land  ; 
not  only  by  licenfing  feveral  of  his  Nobility  to  go  thither 
at  their  own  Charges,  but  alfo,  by  advancing  large  Sums 
of  Money,  and  furniihing  Ships  and  Arms n.  How  much 
there  was  of  Piety  in  thefe  Expeditions,  I  pretend  not  to 
determine  ;  yet,  certainly,  the  King’s  Intent  was  good, 
and  this  good  Effedt  followed  it  3  that  his  Fame,  and  the 
Reputation  of  the  Nation  was  Ipread  thereby  to  the  molt 
diftant  Parts  of  the  World  ;  infomuch,  that  the  Crown 
of  Jsrufalem  was  offered  to  the  King ;  who,  confidering 
the  State  of  his  Affairs  at  Home,  modeltly  declined  it. 
Indeed,  the  Troubles  he  had  fo  happily  quelled  fome  Years 
before,  broke  out  again  in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Reign, 

when 


1  Roder.  O  Flaherty,  in  Ogyg.  p.  441.  Nic.  Trivet.  An- 
nal.  Vol.  i.  p.  68.  f  A.  D.  1185.  m  Camden.  Britan, 
p.  795.  Roger.  Hoved.  Annal.  p.  630.  Speed’s  Chronicle, 
p.  469.  n  Gul.  Neubrig.  lib.  iii.  cap.  10.  Rog.  Hoveden. 
Annal.  p.  641. 
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when  he  was  as  unfortunate,  as,  of  old,  he  had  been 
happy  ;  infomuch,  that  after  experiencing  a  cruel  Re- 
Reverfe  of  Fortune,  occafioned  chiefly  by  his  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  end  thefe  Difputes  by  fighting  by  Land,  where 
his  French  and  Norman  Lords  often  betrayed  him ;  he 
was  at  length  compelled  to  accept  fuch  T erms  of  Peace, 
as  France ,  and  his  Rebellious  Son  Richard ,  would  afford 
him ;  which  affedted  him  fo  fenfibly,  that  it  threw  him 
Into  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  of  which  he  died,  ori  the  6th  of 
July,  1189,  when  he  had  reigneu  near  thirty-five  Years, 
and  lived  Sixty- three  °.  He  was  the  firlt  Prince  of  the 
Houle  of  Plantagenet ,  and  was  poflefled  of  very  exten- 
five  Dominions.  England  he  held  in  a  fuller  and  more 
fettled  Condition,  than  his  Predeceffors  3  reftoring  the 
antient  Laws,  and  abolilhing  Dane  geld.  Scotland  he 
humbled  more  than  any  of  his  Predeceffors,  kept  Wales 
in  ftridt  Subjection ;  fubdued  Ireland  •>  and  held  all  the 
Maritime  Provinces  of  France ,  even  to  the  Mountains, 
which  divide  it  from  Spain ;  fo  that,  as  a  foreign  Writer 
confefles,  he  juftly  claimed,  and  undeniably  maintained  his 
Sovereignty  over  the  Seas p,  which  he  efteemed  the 
molt  honourable  Prerogative  of  his  Crown. 

RICPIARD ,  fucceeded  his  Father  King  Henry , 
in  all  his  Dominions  *,  as  well  on  the  Continent,  as  in 
this  Ifland  ;  and  having  adjufted  all  his  Affairs  in  France , 
amicably,  with  Philip  Auguftus ,  who  was  then  King, 
he  came  over  hither,  in  order  to  fettle  his  Domeftick 

Concerns ; 


0  Matth.  Paris  Hilt.  Ang.  p  151.  Gul.  Neubrig  lib.  iii. 
cap.  25,  26  Roger.  Hoved.  Annal.  p.  652,  653.  Nic.  Tri¬ 
vet.  Annal.  VoL  i.  p.  94.  Robert  of  Gloucelter’s  Chronicle, 
p- 481.  pP  Daniel,  Hiitoire  de  ia  Mil.  Franc.  Tom.  ii.  p, 
445.  *A.  D.  1189. 
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Concerns  ;  that  he  might  be  at  Liberty  to  under¬ 
take  that  great  Expedition,  on  which  he  had  fet  his 
Heart,  viz.  of  driving  the  Saracens  out  of  the  Holy 
Land,  in  which  he  was  to  have  King  Philip  of  France 
and  other  great  Princes  for  his  Aflociates’.  Our  Hifto- 
xians  fpeak  of  this,  according  to  their  own  Notions, 

and  without  any  Refpedl  had  to  the  then  Circumftan- 

.  >  /  • 

ccs  of  Things.  Hence,  fome  treat  of  it  with  great 
Solemnity,  and  as  a  Thing  worthy  of  Immortal  Ho¬ 
nour  ;  while  others  again,  confider  it  as  a  pure  Effedt 
of  Bigottry,  and  blame  the  King  exceedingly,  for  being 
led  by  the  Nofe  by  the  Pope,  and  involving  himfelf  in 
fo  romantic  a  Scheme,  to  the  great  Danger  of  his  Perfon, 
and  to  the  almofl  entire  Ruin  of  his  Subjects.  I  mull  own 
that,  to- me,  neither  Opinion  feems  right;  yet,  I  fhould 
rot  have  exprefied  my  Sentiments  on  this  Subjedl,  if  it 
did  not  very  nearly  concern  the  Matter  of  this  Treatife. 
The  Power  of  the  Saracens  was  then  exceeding  great, 
and  they  were  growing  no  lefs  formidable  at  Sea,  than 
they  had  been  long  at  Land  ;  fo  that,  if  the  whole 
'Force  of  Chriftendom  had  not  beencppofed  again!!  them, 
in  the  Eaft,  I  fee  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  making 
an  entire  Conqueft  of  the  Well ;  for,  fince  they  were 
able  to  deal  with  the  joynt  Forces  of  thefe  Princes,  in 
the  Holy  Land ,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  beat  them 
lingly,  if  ever  they  had  attacked  them.  How  little  fo - 
ever,  therefore,  the  Popes  are  to  be  juftified  in  their  fpi- 

ritual 


a  Matth.  Paris.  Hidor.  Angl.  p.  GuI.  Neubrig.  Irb.  iv. 
c.  i.  Nic  Trivet.  Annal.  Voh  1.  p.  97  Gaifrid.  ae  Vino  Salvo. 
Roger.  Hovedcn.  Annal.  Johan.  Bromyton.  Rad.  de  Rice  to. 
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ritual  Characters,  in  refpect  to  thefe  Croifades ,  they  indis¬ 
putably  fhew’d  themfelves  great  Politicians.  As  to  the 
particular  Cafe  of  England ,  though  it  might  be  hard 
on  thofe  who  lived  in  *thofe  Times,  yet  the  Nation,  as 
a  Nation,  reaped  great  Advantages  from  it  3  for  it  not 

1 

only  excited  a  martial  Spirit,  which  in  that  Age  was 
neceflary  for  their  Prefer vation  ;  but  it  alfo  raifed  a  much 
greater  Naval  Force  than  had  ever  been  fet  on  Foot 
fince  the  coming  of  the  Normans ,  and,  withal,  carried 
the  Englijb  Fame  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  a  (ton i (bed  the 
whole  World;  and  was  the  true  Source  of  that  RefpeCt 
which  has  ever  fince  been  paid  to  the  Englijb  Flag.  But 
it  is  now  Time  to  return  to  the  Expedition, 

The  Articles  of  Agreement  between  the  two  Kings, 
Richard  and  Philipp  are  recorded  at  large  in  our  own, 
and  an  the  French  Hiftorians;  as  alfo  the  Naval  Regula¬ 
tions  r,  with  which  therefore  I  fliall  not  meddle.  One 
Thing,  however,  is  very  obfervable,  that  when  King 
Richard  appeared  with  his  Fleet  before  the  City  of  Mef- 
ftna  in  Sicily ,  it  fo  much  aftonlfhed  the  French  King, 
that  he,  from  that  Moment,  conceived  fuch  a  Jealoufy 
of  King  Richard ,  as  could  never  after  be  extinguished. 
During  the  Stay  of  our  King  in  this  Illand,  a  Difference 
happened  between  him  and  King  Uancred ,  which  occa- 
fioned  the  attacking  MeJJina ,  and  taking  it  by  the  En - 
glijb'i  which,  as  our  Writers  fay,  gave  no  fmall  Um¬ 
brage  to  King  Philip ;  though  the  French  Hiftorians  af¬ 
firm,  that  he  abetted  King  Richard ,  and  had  a  third  Part 

1 
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of  the  Money  paid  him  by  King  Tancred  for  his  Pains 
However  that  was,  it  is  certain,  that  this  lad  mentioned 
Prince  did,  by  a  Treaty  of  Compofition,  agree  to  gi v& 
King  Richard  fixty  thoufand '  Ounces  of  Gold,  four 
large  Galleons,  and  fifteen  Gallies ;  by  which  Acceffion 
of  Strength,  the  Englijh  Fleet,  when  the  King  left  Si¬ 
cily  to  fail  for  Cyprus ,  confided  of  thirteen  capital  Ships 
of  extraordinary  Burthen,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Ships 
of  War,  and  fifty-three  Gallies,  befides  Veflels  of  lefs 
Size,  and  Tenders.  In  their  Pafiage  to  Cyprus ,  they 
were  forely  fhaken  by  a  Temped,  in  which  feveral 
Ships  were  lod,  and  a  great  Number  of  Men  drowned, 
among  whom  were  fome  Perfons  of  very  great  Diftinc- 
ition.  The  Ship  in  which  Rerengaria ,  Daughter  to 
the  Kins  of  Navarre ,  and  who  was  contracted  to  King 
Richard ,  was,  with  many  other  Ladies  of  great  Qua¬ 
lity,  had  like  to  have  perilhed  by  their  being  denied  En¬ 
trance  into  one  of  the  Ports  of  Cyprus,  by  the  tyranni¬ 
cal  King  of  that  Ifland,  whofe  Name  was  Ifaac,  and, 
whom  mod  of  our  Hiftorians  grace  with  the  high 
Title  of  Emperor.  This,  with  the  plundering  fuch 
Ships  as  were  wrecked  upon  his  Coaft,  and  making  Pri- 
foners  of  fuch  as  efcaped  drowning,  fo  provoked  King 
Richard ■,  that  he  made  aDefcent  with  all  his  Forces, and, 
in  the  Space  of  fourteen  Days,  reduced  the  whole  I- 
fland,  taking  the  King  and  his  Daughter  and  Heirefs, 
Prifoners.  Here  he  received  Guy,  formerly  King  of 
Jerufalem,  with  feveral  other  Chriftian  Princes  in  the 
Eaft,  who  fwore  Fealty  to  him  as  their  Protestor;  and, 

having 


*  Abrege  de  ITIiftoire  de  France,  par  Mezeray,  Toro.  ii.  p. 
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having  left  two  Governors,  with  a  confiderable  Body  of 
Troops  in  Cyprus ,  he  failed  from  thence  with  a  much 

i  « 

better  Fleet  than  he  brought  with  him  ;  for  it  confittei 

* 

of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  flout  Ships,  and  upwards 
of  fixty  Gallies.  In  his  Paflage  to  Aeon ,  or  Ptolemais, 
he  took  a  huge  Veflel  of  the  Saracens ,  laden  with  Am- 
munition  and  Provifion,  bound  for  the  fame  Place, 
which  was  then  befieged  by  the  Chriftian  Army.  The 
Size  of  this  Ship  was  fo  extraordinary,  that  it  deferves 


to  be  taken  Notice  of.  Matthew  Pans  calls  rit  Dro- 
munda ,  and  tells  us,  that  the  Ships  of  the  Englijb  Fleet 
attacked  it  brifldy,  though  it  lay  like  a  great  floating 
Cattle  in  the  Sea,  and  was  in  a  manner  impenetrable  h 
At  length,  however,  they  boarded  and  carried  it,  though 
defended  by  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  Men,  of  whom 
the  King  caufed  thirteen  hundred  to  be  drowned,  and 
kept  the  remaining  two  hundred  Prifoners,  Another 
Writer  fays,  that  he  referved  but  thirty-five,  who  were 
all  Perfons  of  great  Diftindion.  After  this  Victory,  the 
King  proceeded  to  Aeon,  which  he  blocked  up  by  Sea, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  his  Forces,  in  conjunction  with 
thofe  of  other  Chriftian  Princes,  befieged  it  by  Land ;  fo 
that  at  length,  chiefly  by  his, Means, it  was  taken,  though 
defended  by  the  whole  Strength  of  the  Saracens ,  under 
their  famous  Prince  Saladine u. 

The  French  and  Engllfh,  took  joint  PolTeffion  there¬ 
of*;  but,  King  Philip  was  fo  fenfible  of  his  Glory  be¬ 
ing  eclipfed,  by  the  fuperior  Merit  of  King  Richard , 

K  2  that 
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that  nothing  would  fatlsfy  him  but  returning  Home, 
contrary  to  all  the  Stipulations  that  he  had  made  with 
the  King  of  England.  To  this  King  Richard ,  with 
much  ado,  confented,  upon  his  taking  a  foiemn  Oath, 
not  to  invade  any  of  his  Dominions,  till  King  Richard 
himfelf  fhould  be  returned  forty  Days.  King  Phi¬ 
lip  left  behind  him  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  with  a  Body 
of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  Men,  with  Orders  to  obey 
King  Richard  as  Captain- General  of  the  Chriftian  For- 
ces  in  the  Holy-Land ;  but  with  private  Inftrudtions,  as 
our  Hiftorians  furmife,  to  fruftrate,  as  much  as  in  him 
lay,  all  that  King’s  Undertakings ;  which,  if  it  be  not 
true,  is  at  leaf;  very  probable,  fince  that  Duke  adled  as 
if  he  really  had  fuch  Inftrudtions.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  Richard  took  Afcalon ,  Joppa ,  and  other  Places, 
reduced  the  greateft  Part  of  Syria,  beat  the  Saracens  in 
feveral  Engagements,  and,  if  his  Confederates  had  done 
their  Duty  as  well,  would  infallibly  have  re-taken  Jeru- 
falem ,  which  was  the  principal  Dflign  of  the  War.  That 
he  really  intended  it,  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  a 
celebrated  French  Hiftorian,  who  tells  us,  that  the  King 
had  formed  a  Project  of  acquiring  mighty  Dominions  in 
the  Eaft,  and  who  had  for  that  Purpofe,  given  to  Guf 
gf  Lucignan ,  the  Kingdom  of  Cyprus,  in  exchange  for 
his  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Jerufalem  w.  But,  at  length, 
finding  himfelf  envied  and  betrayed  by  his  Confederates 
in  the  Eaft,  and  having  Intelligence  that  his  Brother 
John  fought  to  ufurp  his  Dominions  at  Plome,  he  made 
k  Treaty  with  Saladine ,  and  refigned  his  Pretenfions  to 
*  the 
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w  Match.  Paris,  Hift.  Ang!.  p.  165.  Nic.  Trivet.  Annal. 
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the  Kingdom  of  Jerufalem ,  to  his  near  Kinfman  Henry 
Earl  of  Champaigne.  This  End  had  this  famous  Expe¬ 
dition,  which  might  have  ended  better,  if  that  Mixture 
of  Envy  and  Jealoufy,  which  is  fo  rooted  in  the  Tem¬ 
per  of  cur  ambitious  Neighbours  the  French ,  had  not 
inclined  them  rather  to  facrifice  all  Regard  to  Honour, 
and  all  Refpedt  to  Religion,  rather  than  fuffer  fo  great 
an  Enterprize,  as  that  of  taking  Jcrufalem  would  have 
been,  to  be  atchieved  by  an  Englijh  Prince  x. 

The  King,  having  fettled  his  Affairs  in  the  bed'  man¬ 
ner  he  could  in  the  Ead,  endeavoured, to  make  all  poffi- 
ble  Hade  Home,  but  met  with  a  fad  Misfortune  in  his 
Paffage  3  for  being  wrecked  on  the  Coad  of  Ijlria *  *, 
where,  with  great  Difficulty,  he  faved  his  Life,  he 
thought  for  Expedition-fake,  to  travel  by  Land  through 
Germany  incognito,  taking  the  Name  of  Hugo,  and 
paffing  for  a  Merchant ;  but  arriving  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Vienna ,  he  was  unluckily  difcovered,  and  .made 
Prifoner,  by  Leopold  Duke  of  Anjlria ,  with  whom  he 
had  had  feme  Difference  in  the  Holy  Laud ,  and  who 


bafely  made  Ufe  of  this  Advantage  to  revenge  his  pri¬ 
vate  Quarrel.  After  he  had  kept  him  fome  Time,  he 
delivered,  or  rather  fold,  him  to  the  Emperor  Henry  Vf 
a  covetous,  mercenary  Prince,  who  was  refolved  to  get 
all  he  could  by  him,  before  he  fet  him  at  Liberty 
The  Injudice  of  this  Proceeding,  was  vifible  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope-,  but  the  Dominions  of  the  Emperor  and  of  the 
Aujirian  Prince,  were  fo  far  out  of  the  Reach  of  En¬ 


gland, 
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gland,  and  withal,  the  Enemies  of  King  Richard  were 
become  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  that  inftead  of  won- 
dring  at  his  remaining  fifteen  Months  a  Captive,  Pofte- 
rity  may  ftand  amazed,  how  he  came  to  be  releafed  at 
al:. ;  efpeciajly,  fince  fo  large  a  Ranfom  was  infilled  on, 
as  one  hundred  and  four  thoufand  Pounds :  which,  how- 
cxci,  was  railed  by  the  People  of  England,  though  with 
great  Difficulty,  part  of  it  being  paid  down,  and  Homa¬ 
ges  given  for  the  reft  z.  In  the  Spring,  of  the  Year, 
1 194,  the  King  returned  into  England ,  where  he  began 
to  regulate  all  the  Mifcarriages  which  had  happened  in 
his  Abfence,  and,  perceiving  that  nothing  could  reftore 
Peace  to  his  foreign  Dominions,  but  vigorous  Meafures, 
and  a  War  with  France ,  whofe  King  added  as  perfidi- 
oufiy  as  ever,  he  fuddenly  drew  together  a  confiderable 
Fleet,  embarked  on  Board  thereof  a  large  Body  of  For¬ 
ces,  and,  tranfporting  them  into  Normandy ,  quickly  dis¬ 
appointed  all  his  potent  Enemy’s  Views;  and,  after  five 
Years  War,  brought  him  to  think  in  earned:  of  Peace  *. 
Here,  however,  I  muft  take  Notice  of  one  Thing, 
which,  however  flight  in  Appearance,  is  exceedingly 
material  to  my  Subjedl,  I  mean,  the  Marriage  of  Phi¬ 
lip  Augujlus  with  Jfemherga ,  the  Daughter  of  Canutus 
the  fifth.  King  of  Denmark ;  which  Match  was  made 
with  no  other  View,  than  to  engage  the  Danes  in  the 
Intereft  of  King  Philip ,  who  intended  to  have  employ¬ 
ed  their  Naval  Force  againft  that  of  the  Engli/hh:  and 
fure  a  ftronger  Proof  than  this  cannot  be  offered,  of  our 

:  being 
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being  Matters  of  the  Fate  of  Europe ,  notwithftanding 
the  perfonal  Misfortunes  of  King  Richard ,  in  Virtue  of 
our  Superiority  at  Sea. 

In  the  Courfe  of  the  French  War,  the  King  having 
gained  a  great  Victory  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Blots  % 
his  Troops  poffefled  the  Enemy’s  Camp  and  Baggage  ; 
whereby  all  the  Records,  and  Charters  of  France ,  which 
then  were  wont  to  follow  the  Court,  wherever  it  went, 
came  into  the  Hands  of  the  Engli/h,  and  through  Care- 
leffnefs,  were  diffipated  and  deftroyedf.  At  latt,  when 
King  Richard  was  reconciled  to  his  Brother  John ,  and 
had  effedtually  quelled  his  foreign  Enemies,  he  was  tak¬ 
en  away  by  an  unaccountable  Accident.  A  certain 
Nobleman  having  found  a  large  Treafure,  hid  in  his  own 
Lands,  fent  a  Part  of  it  to  the  King,  who,  thereupon, 
demanded  the  whole  ;  which  being  refufed  him.,  he  pre- 
fcntly  befieged  this  Nobleman  in  his  Cattle,  and  going 
too  near  the  Walls  to  give  Directions  for  an  Aflault, 
he  was  mortally  wounded  by  an  Arrow  :  though  fome 
fay,  that  the  Wound  was  not  mortal  in  itfelf,  but  ren¬ 
dered  fo,  by  the  ill  Management  of  an  unfkillful  Sur¬ 
geon  d.  However  this  might  be,  he  deceafed  on  the  6th 
’  of  Aprils  in  the  Year  1199,  in  the  10th  Year  of  his 
Reign,  and  the  41ft  of  his  Age.  He  was  a  Prince  very 
juftly  Sur-named  Lion’s-heart ,  lince  his  Courage  carried 
him  through  all  Things  ;  and  his  Firmnefs  was  fuch, 
that  it  alike  bound  to  him  his  Friends,  and  daunted  his 
Enemies.  A  ttrong  Inftance  of  which,  we  have  in  the 
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Meflage  fent  by  Philip  of  France ,  to  Earl  John,  on  the 
king’s  being  releafed  by  the  Emperor,  viz.  That  the 
Devil  was  new  let  loefs  again ,  and  therefore  he  Jhould  take 
tise  kef  Cat  e  he  could  of  himjeif e.  Of  all  our  Princes, 
none  better  underftood  the  Value  of  a  Naval  Force,  or 
how  to  ufe  it ;  as  appears,  not  only  by  the  Viftories  he 
gained  in  1  ime  o t  V  ar,  but  by  his  eftabiifhing  the 
Laws  of  Oleron,  for  the  regulating  Maritime  Affairs, 
and  by  the  conftant  Care  he  took  in  fupporting  the  Ports 
and  Havens  throughout  the  Kingdom,  and  encouraging 
Seamen  ;  whereby  he  drew  Numbers,  from  all  Parts  of 
Europe ,  into  his  Service,  and  by  alike  Vigilance,  in 
prombting  and  protetfing  Commerce f. 

JOHN  Succeeded  his  Brother,  by  Virtue  of  his 

Will,  and  not  in  Right  of  Blood  ;  for,  if  that  had  taken 

•  • 

Place,  tne  Crown  would  have  belonged  to  his  Nephew 
Arthur,  the  Son  of  his  elder  Brother  Jeoffry.  From 
the  Day  of  his  attending  the  Throne,  he  was  perplexed 
with  foreign  Wars,  and  domeftic  Seditions  ;  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  hath  had  fuch  an  Effedi  upon  our  Hiftorians,  that 
there  cannot  be  a  more  difficult  Taft:,  than  even  attempt¬ 
ing  to  draw  this  King’s  true  Character.  Thofe,  who 
allow  him  many  Virtues,  are  at  a  Lofs  how  to  account 
fj r  feveral  of  his  Actions;  and  thofe,  who  deny  him  any 
good  Qualities  at  all,  are  fall  more  at  a  Lofs  to  render 
their  Relations  confident.  1  hat  he  had  very  juft  No¬ 
tions  as  to  Maritime  Force,  and  was  extremely  tender 
of  his  Sovereignty  over  the  Seas,  is  more  authentically 
recorded  of  him,  than  of  any  of  our  preceeding  Kings ; 

for 
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for  it  appears,  that,  very  early  in  his  Reign,  he,  with 
the  Aflent  of  the  Peers  at  Hajlings ,  enadted,  That  if 
any  of  the  Commanders  of  his  Fleets,  Ihould  meet  with 
Ships  of  a  foreign  Nation  at  Sea,  the  Mailers  of  which 
refufed  to  ftrike  to  the  Royal  Flag,  then  fuch  Ships,  if 
taken,  were  to  be  deemed  good  Prize  ;  even  though  it 
fhould  appear  afterwards,  that  the  State,  of  which  their 
Owners  were  Subjefe,  were  in  Amity  with  England  *.  It 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  this  ftrjking  to  the  Royal  Flag 
was  now  firft  claimed ;  but  rather,  that,  as  an  old  Right,  it 
-was,  for  the  preventing  unnecellary  Difputes,  clearly  aflert- 
ed.  If  it  had  been  otherwile  one  would  imagine  that  it 
-would  prove  more  ftill;  fince  no  Prince,  who  was  not  con- 
feffedly  fuperior  at  Sea,  could  ever  have  fet  up,  and  carried 
into  Practice,  fo  extraordinary  a  Pretenfion \  We  may, 
therefore,  conclude,  that  this,  together  with  his  War- 
*  rant  for  preffing  all  Ships  into  his  Service,  when  he  had 
Occafion  for  Tranfports,  with  other  Things  of  the  like 
Nature,  were,  in  Confequence  of  ancient  Ufage,  found¬ 
ed  on  the  indubitable  Rights  of  his  Predeceflors. 

From  his  Entrance  on  the  Government,  the  King 
of  France  fhewed  himfelf  as  much  his  Enemy,  as  ever 
he  had  been  his  Brother’s;  invading  his  Territories  on 
the  Continent  f,  under  Pretence  of  protecting  Prince 
Arthur ;  but,  in  reality,  in  order  to  aggrandize  himfelf, 
and  to  unite  Normandy ,  and  other  Provinces,  to  the 
French  Crown.  Thefe  Stirs  obliged  King  John  to  pafs 
frequently  into  Normandy ,  with  confiderable  Armies ; 
where  fometimes  he  did  great  Things,  and  fometimes 
|  v  -  little 
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little  or  nothing.  Our  Hiftorians,  generally  fpeaking, 
charge  the  King  roundly  with  Negligence,  and  want  of 
Spirit 1 ;  whereas  the  King,  in  his  Days,  attributed  all 
his  Lo lies,  to  the  Want  of  Fidelity  in  his  Barons k.  The 
bell  Way  to  learn  Truth,  is  to  confult  unprejudiced 
v  -  riteis;  and,  in  this  Cafe,  it  mull  be  owned,  that  the 
Fi  enct)  Hiilorians  defcribe  King  John  as  a  fierce  and 
a£liv*e  Prince,  and,  particularly,  afcribe  the  great  Vidlory 
he  gained  at  Jh/hruhell^  to  ^  his  extraordinary  Expedition^ 
marching  Night  and  Day  with  his  Forces,  to  the  Relief 
of  his  Mother It  feems,  therefore,  mod  probable, 
tnat  the  great  Men  in  thefe  Times,  were  in  fault ;  and 
that  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the 
humbling  of  their  Prince  might  prove  the  Means  of 
their  own  Exaltation.  This  Ccndudl  of  theirs  loll  the 
King  the  greatell  Part  of  his  French  Dominions,  and 
was  alio  the  Cauie  of  the  Difputes  between  him  and  his  * 
Barons  at  Home  ;  who  always  thought  themfelves  well 
entitled  to  their  Privileges,  and  yet  feldom  faw  it  conve„ 
nienl  to  yield  the  King  their  Obedience.  When,  by 
their  Help,  he  might  have  preferred  his  Territories  on 
the  Continent,  they  denied  their  Afiidance ;  and  yet, 
when  they  were  torn  from  him,  they  clamoured  at  the 
Lofs.  This  fo  exafperated  the  King,  who  was  certainly 

/  «r 

a  Prince  of  a  very  high  Spirit,  that  he  refolved  to  recon¬ 
quer  them,  and  to  make  one  Experiment  more  of  the  Fi¬ 
delity  of  his  Subjedls  J.  In  order  to  this  he  afiembled  a  great 
Army,  and  provided  a  numerous  Fleet,  which  he  never 

wanted 
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wanted,  in  order  to  pafs  into  Normandy ;  but,  when  all 
was  ready,  and  the  Nobility  feemed  thoroughly  difpofed 
to  behave  as  became  them,  the  Archbifliop  pt  Canter - 
bury ,  and  William  Marjball  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  came,  and 
in  the  Name  of  the  Pope,  forbad  him  to  proceed  m.  The 
King  unwillingly  obeyed,  and  yet  repenting  of  this  Step, 
he  the  next  Day  put  to  Sea,  with  a  few  faithful  Sub¬ 
jects,  hoping  that  the  reft,  either  out  of  Fear  or  Shame, 
•would  have  followed  :  "but  in  this  he  was  difappointed  ; 
for  they  not  only  remained  where  they  were,  but  by 
fending  after  the  King’s  fmall  Squadron,  prevailed  on 
many  to  come  back  ;  fo  that  the  Expedition  w'as  entire¬ 
ly  difappointed;  which  filled  the  Nation  with  Murmurs, 
and  particularly  diftafted  the  Seamen,  of  whom  no  lefs 
than  fourteen  Thoufand  were  come  from  different 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  in  order  to  ferve  on  board  the 
Royal  Fleet n.  This,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  fhew$ 
King  John's  Misfortune,  demotaftrates  alfo,  how 

great  our  Maritime  Force  was  in  thofe  Days,  and 
\  1  1 
what  wife  Regulations  fubfifted,  fince  fuch  a  Number  of 

Seamen  could  be  fo  eafily  drawn  together.  Our  bed; 
Writes  agree,  that  the  Condudtof  the  Archbifliop,  and 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  was  the  Effects  of  their  Engage¬ 
ments  with  France ,  and,  in  all  Probability,  the  great 
View  of  France  in  this  Tranfadtion,  was,  to  diftrefs  the 
King  in  this  tender  Point,  and  to  prevent  his  being  able 
to  aflemble  fuch  a  Naval  Force  for  the  Future,  But  in 
this  their  Policy  failed  them  5  for  the  King  always  kept 
the  Hearts  of  the  Seamen,  and,  by  doing  fo,  defeated  the 

Attempts 
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Attempts  of  his  Enemies,  though  he  had  the  whole  Force 
of  France  to  ftruggle  with  abroad,  and  was  never  free 
from  toe  Effects  oi  their  fraud  at  home.  This  is  an 
extraordinary  Fa6t,  and  of  the  higheft  Importance  to 

my  subject ;  therefore,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  make  it  out 

♦ 

in  iuch  a  Manner,  as  to  leave  the  Reader  no  Colour  of 
Doubt  ;  and,  by  io  doing,  fhall  effectually  prove,  that, 
though  a  King  may  be  undone  by  trufHng  his  Army, 

•  he  cannot  but  be  fafe,  if  he  is  fecure  of  his  Fleet. 

The  Kingdom,  or,  as  it  was- then  properly  Filed, 
the  Dominion  of  Ireland ,  belonged  to  King  John ,  be¬ 
fore  he  attained  the  Realm  of  England ,  and  had  remain¬ 
ed  more  obedient  to  him,  than  any  other  Part  of  his 
Dominions;  but  now  Trilbies  began  there and  fuch 
Accounts  .were  tranfmitted  of  the  Infolence  of  fome  of 
the  Lords  Proprietors,  and  of  the  Devaluations  commut¬ 
ed  by  the  Native  Irijb^  hitherto  unfubdued,  that  the  King 
refolved  to  go  over  in  Perfon  and  reduce  it°.  For  this 
Purpofc,  the  King  ordered  a  great  Army  to  be  levied, 
and  drew  together  a  prodigious  Fleet,  little  fnort  of  five 
hundred  Sail ;  with  which  he  palled,  from  Pembroke  in 
Wales ,  into  Ireland ,  where  he  landed  the  25th  of*Mayy 
1210.  The  Fame  of  his  coming,  and  the  Appearance 
,of  fo  great  a  Force  as  he  brought  with  him,  fo  terrified 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sea-Coah,  and  low  Countries, 
that  they  immediately  came  and  fubmitted.  On  his  Ar¬ 
rival  at  Dublin ,  twenty  of  the  Irijh  Chiefs  came  in,  and 
fwere  Fealty  to  him  ;  and,  having  thus  performed  much 
in  a  peaceable  Way,  he,  by  Force  of  Arms,  atchieved 

1  the 
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the  reft,  reducing  the  King  of  Connaught,  befieging  and 
taking  the  Cullies  of  many  rebellious  Isolds,  andfoicing 
them  either  to  yeild,  or  <]uit  the  Kingdom.  VVhen 
Things  were  brought  to  this  pals,  he  thought  of  Civil  E- 
ftabliihments ;  ordered  the  whole  Realm  to  be  governed 
by  the  Englijh  Laws,  and  appointed  Sheriffs,  and  other 
legal  Officers  in  every  County.  At  his  Departure,  con- 
ftituting  John  de  Gray,  the  then  Bifhop  of  Norwich , 
Governor  of  Ireland,  a  very  wife  and  prudent  Man, 
who,  purfuing  the  King’s  Plan,  brought  that  Nation  into 
a  fettled  State  ?.  This  certainly  fhewed  not  only  the  Spirit 
and  Temper  of  the  King,  but  the  Utility  of  his  Fleet, 
without  which,  he  could  not  have  entered  on  this  Ex¬ 
pedition  with  fuch  Honour,  or  have  finifhed  it  with  fo 
great  Succefs;  efpecially  at  a  Time,  when  at  Home  Things 

were  in  fo  bad  a  Situation.  _ 

O  n  his  Return  Home,  he  found  the  Welch  in  Re¬ 
bellion,  his  Barons  difaffefted,  and  the  King  of  France 
contriving  an  Invanon.  His  Spirits  were  far  from  being 
broken  by  thefe  Croffes ;  for,  as  to  the  Welch  >  he  hanged 
up  their  Hoftages  %  and  with  a  Royal  Army,  would  have 
entered  into,  and  fubaued  their  Country,  if  he  had  not 
been  well-informed,  that  fome  of  his  principal  Lords  in¬ 
tended  either  to  deftroy  him  themfelves  in  that  Expedition, 
pr  elfe  deliver  him  up  to  the  Enemy  r.  He,  thereupon, 
firft  diimifled  his  Army,  and  then  took  H  oft  ages  of  the 
Noblemen  he  moil  fufpedled  J,  Soon  after,  the  French 

Invafion 
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invafion  terrified  the  Nation ;  the  Pope  having  abfolved 
the  King’s  Subjects  from  their  Allegiance,  and  given  the 
Kingdom  of  England  to  Philip  Augujim ,  of  France. 
'This  Monarch,  well  pleafed  with  fo  noble  a  Prefent, 
raifed  a  prodigious  Army,  and  brought  together,  fome 
fiiy,  thirteen  hundred  Ships,  in  order  to  embark  them 
for  this  Uland s.  On  the  other  Hand,  King  John  was 
not  flack  in  his  Preparations ;  he  fhewed  his  Diligence 
m  colleding  a  Force  equal  to  that  of  the  Enemy^  and 
his  Magnanimity  in  difmiffing  a  Part  of  them,  that  the 
reft  might  have  the  greater  Plenty  of  Provifions;  yet, 

,,  after  this  was  done,  he  incamped  fixty  Thoufand  Men 
on  Barham-Downs,  having  a  larger  Fleet  riding  along 
the  Coaft,  than  had  been  feen  in  thofe  Times ;  and  in 
this  Pofture  he  waited  for  his  Foes '.  But,  the  Pope’s 
Legate  coming  over,  and  promifing  to  deliver  him  from 
this  Danger,  if  he  would  fubmit  himfelf  and  his  King¬ 
dom  to  the  See  of  Rome ;  he,  to  prevent  EfFufion  of 
Blood,  and,  perhaps,  fearing  the  Treachery  of  his  Barons, 
confented  tnereto,  and  the  Pope  immediately  prohibited 
King  Philip  to  proceed u.  He  too,  notwithftanding  his 
g>eat  Power,  obeyed,  though  with  an  ill-will,  yet  refolv- 
ed  to  make  fome  Ufe  -of  this  mighty  Armament,  and 
therefore  turned  it  againft  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  fending 
-  heft  Part  of  his  I  leet  to  wafte  the  Coafts  of  that 
Country,  while  himfelf  with  a  great  Army  entered  it  by 
Land.  King  John  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this,  than 

he 


•Nr-  ^f^eray>  Vol-  ii.  p.  622.  Matth.  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  25-. 
-Wic.  I  rivet.  Anna!,  vol.  i.  p.  1 57.  <■  Matth.  Paris.  Hilt.  AncJ. 
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' 


■  Of  the  BRITONS-  143 

Be  ordered  his  Navy  under  the  Command  of  his  Brother 
the  Earl  of  Salifbury ,  to  fail  to  the  Affiflance  of  his 
Ally  *  He,  finding  the  French  Fleet,  part  riding  in  the 
Road,  and  part  at  Anchor,  in  the  Haven  of  Dam  in 
Flanders ,  firll  attacked  and  deftroyed  thofe  without,  and 
then,  landing  his  Forces,  attacked  the  French  in  the 
Harbour  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  after  an  obflinate  Dif- 
pute  took  them  all,  fending  Home  three  hundred  Sail, 
well  laden  with  Provifions,  to  carry  the  News  of  the 
Vidtory,  and  fetting  all  the  reft  on  Fire.  So  fortunate 
was  this  Prince  at  Sea,  becaufe  his  Sailors  were  loyal, 
who  was  fo  unlucky  on  Shore  through  the  Treachery  of 
his  great  Men  w. 

Thus  delivered  from  his  prefent  Apprehenfions  of 
the  French ,  the  King  began  to  think  of  paffingonce 
again  beyond  the  Seas,  in  order  to  recover  his  Rights; 
but  met  with  fo  many  Difficulties  and  Difappointments, 
that  it  was  long  before  he  could  carry  his  Defign  into 
Execution.  At  lafl,  in  the  Month  of  February  1214,  he, 
without  the  Affiftance  of  his  Barons,  embarked  a  great 
Army  on  Board  a  powerful  Fleet,  and  therewith  failed 
to  Roche!,  where  he  landed,  and  was  well  received,  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Country  fubmitting  to  him  imme¬ 
diately.  For  fome  Time  he  carried  on  the  War  againlt 
the  drench  profperoufly ;  but  his  Fortune  changing,  and 
his  Allies  being  beat  in  the  fatal  Battel  of  Bovins  f ,  he 
was  conftrainec,  about  E after,  in  the  next  Year,  to  agree 
to  a  Truce ;  the  rather,  becaufe  his  Subjects  in  England 

began 


* 


A.D.  1213.  w  Nic.  Trivet.  AnnaL  vol.  i.  p.  157.  Me 
zera y,  vol.  ii.  p.  623.  Matt.  Paris.  Hill,  Angl.  p.  238. 
j  A.  X>* 


1 2 1 4. 


r 

d  $1  1 

I  '3 


M4  NAVAL  HISTORY 

# 

began  to  rebel x.  In  the  Month  of  November •  he  re->  - 
turned  into  England ,  where  he  found  Things  in  a  much 
worfe  Condition  than  he  expected.  The  Barons  in  his 
Ah  fence  had  Time  to  confer  together,  and  had  reduc¬ 
ed  their  Demands  into  Form;  fo  that  the  King  quick¬ 
ly  found,  that  either  he  mull  grant  what  they  afked,  or, 
if  he  ventured  to  refufe  them,  muft  have  Recourfe  to 
the  Sword.  At  firft,  he  chofe  the  latter;  but  he  quick¬ 
ly  found,  that  the  Barons  were  like  to  be  too  ftrong 
for  him;  and,  therefore,  in  a  Meadow  between  Eg - 
ham  and  Stanes>  called  Runnemede ,  i.  e.  the  Mead  of 
Council ,  he  granted  that  Charter  in  the  Sight  of  both 
Armies,  which  fince,  from  the  Importance  of  its 
■  Contents,  and  the  Solemnity  with  which  it  was  made, 
hath  been  filled  Magna  Chart  a ,  or  the  Great  Charter  r-. 
Yet,  repenting  of  this  foon  after,  he  endeavoured  to  frus¬ 
trate  what  he  had  done;  but,  the  Barons  were  too 
ftrong  for  him,  and  reduced  him  to  fuch  Streights,  that 
at  length  he  was  conftrained  to  fly  to  the  IJle  of  Wight , 
where  he  lived,  in  a  manner,  little  different  from  that  of 
his  Predeceffor  King  Elfired ,  when  he  fled  from  the 
Danes  ;  yet  in  all  his  Diftreffes,  his  Seamen  remained 
faithful ;  and  now,  when  he  had  not  a  Houfe  in  which 
he  could  fleep  with  Safety  on  Shore,  he  found  a  Sanctu¬ 
ary  from  all  Dangers  in  his  Ships,  in  which  he  frequent¬ 
ly  chafed  the  Veflels  of  his  difloyal  Subjects,  and  by  land¬ 
ing  on  the  Coafts,  fpoiled  their  Eftates,  and  thus  fubiifted 
the  few  loyal  Perfons  who  ftuck  to  him,  at  the  Expence 
of  his  and  their  Enemies  z. 


x  Chroniques  Ahrege  de  Rots  de  France,  p.  79*  Mezeray, 
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%  R.  de  Wendover. 
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In  the  mean  Time,  the  Barons  plainly  perceiving 
their  Want  of  a  Head,  refolded  to  invite  over  Lewi$> 
Son  to  the  King  of  France  who  had  married  King 
John's  Niece,  in  order  to  fhelter  themfelves  againft  the 
Refentment  of  that  Monarch,  by  fetting  his  Crown  on 
the  Head  of  this  young  Prince,  Not  only  Lewis ,  but 
King  Philip  his  Father,  relifhed  this  Propofal  exceeding¬ 
ly,  and,  aflembling  a  Fleet  of  fix  hundred  and  ten  Sail 
at  Calais ,  the  Prince,  with  a  numerous  Army  landed  in. 
Kent a.  The  City  of  London ,  long  alienated  from  the 
King  in  Affection,  declared  immediately  for  the  Inva¬ 
der,  received  him  with  Joy,  and  fwore  Allegiance  to  him 
as  their  Sovereign  f.  In  the  mean  Time,  King  John  was 
by  no  means  idle  :  he  endeavoured  to  maintain  himfelf 
in  Kent)  where  he  had  a  confiderable  Army  •  but,  find¬ 
ing  many  of  his  Barons  unfaithful,  and  his  Forces  not 
ftrong  enough  to  hazard  a  Battel,  he  garrifoned  fome 
Cattles,  and  particularly  that  of  Dover ,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  protedl  his  Fleet;  and  then  marched  to  Win- 
chejlef,  where  he  foon  drew  together  a  much  greater 
Force  than  his  Enemies  expedled.  Breaking  out  from 
thence  like  a  Tempett,  he  laid  watte  the  Eftates  of 
his  rebellious  Barons,  in  Spight  of  the  foreign  Affiftance 
they  had  received ;  and,  having  acquired  a  vaft  Booty, 
he  came  with  it  to  Lynn  in  Norfolk ,  which  had  fignali- 
zed  its  Loyalty  to  him  in  his  utmott  Dittrefs,  as  mod 
of  the  Ports  in  the  Kingdom  did  ;  but,  marching  from 
thence  into  Lincolnfnre ,  his  Carriages  were  loft  in  the 
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Wafhes,  and  himfelf  and  his  Army  narrowly  efcaped  b. 

At  Swine’ s-Head  Abby,  he  was  attacked  by  a  Diitem- 

per  which  proved  fatal  to  him  ;  but  what  that  Diftemper 

was  is  very  difficult  to  fay:  fome  affirm,  that  it  was  the 

Effects  of  Griefs  others  call  it  a  Fever d,  others  a 

Flux%  and  others  a  Surfeit f ;  but  many  of  our  bell 

W liters,  and  the  moil  authentic  foreign  Hiftorians,  affirm 

that  he  was  poifoned  by  a  Monk,  which, it  is  certain  his 

Son  s  Henry  believed.  This  End  had  the  Troubles  of 
•  . 

King  John  at  Newark ,  to  which  Place  he  was  carried 
in  a  Horfe-Litter,  on  the  18th  of  October  1216,  when 
he  had  reigned  near  eighteen  Years h. 

We  have  already  fhewn,  how  this  King  vigoroufly 
maintained  his  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  and  left  more 
exprefs  Tokens  thereof  to  his  Succeffors,  than  any  of 
the  Kings  who  reigned  before  him.  T.  o  this  we  muff 
add,  that  he  was  a  great  Encourager  of  whatever  had  a 
Tendency  to  the  Support  of  Maritime  Strength,  or  to 
the  Eafe  and  Increafe  of  Trade.  He  granted  more,  and 
larger,  Charters  to  Cities  and  Boroughs,  than  any  of 
his  Predeceffors ;  and  by  thus  ftrengthning  the  Liberties 
of  the  People,  incurred  the  Hatred  of  his  ambitious  Ta- 
rons  K  He  fettled  the  Rates  of  Neceflaries,  and  effedlu- 
ally  punifhed  all  kind  of  Fraud  in  Commerce k.  To 

him  likewife  was  owing  many  Regulations  in  refpedl  to 

Money 


b  Matth.  Paris,  Hift.  Angl.  p.  287.  c  Johan,  de  Walling¬ 
ford.  d  Polyd.  Virgil.  e  Thom.  Otterborn.  _  Matth. 

.  Weftmonaft.  sSee  this  Point  cleared  in  theClofe  of  Kingjohn’s 
Reign,  in  Speed’s  Chronicle.  b  Nic.  Privet.  Annal.  vol.  i.  p. 
166.  Matth.  Paris,  Hid.  Angl.  p.  2S8.  Robert  of  Gloucefter’s 
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Money,  and  the  firft  Coining  of  that  Sort  which  is 
called  Sterling.  One  cannot  therefore  help  doubting, 
when  we  confider  that  he  was  the  Author  of  our  be  ft 
Laws,  whether  thofe  Writers  do  him  juftice,  who  de¬ 
clare  that  King  John  was  one  of  the  worft  of  our 
Kings.  On  bad  Terms  he  flood  with  the  Monks,  and 
at  that  Time  they  penned  our  Hiftories ;  which  is  a  Ef¬ 
ficient  Reafon  againft  his  obtaining  a  good  Character, 
even  though  he  had  deferved  it.  So  much  of  his  Fame, 
however,  as  may  refult  from  the  Refpedt  he  had  to  Na- 
.val  Affairs,  we  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  ;  and  • 
fliall  do  the  fame  good  Office  to  every  other  Prince,  in 
whofe  Favour  Authorities  may  be  produced  againft  com¬ 
mon  Opinion. 

HEN R  T  III.  a  Child  between  nine  and  ten  Years 
of  Age,  fucceeded  his  Father  immediately  in  his  Domi- 
_nions,  and  in  Time  became  jalfo  the  Heir  of  his  Mis¬ 
fortunes.  At  firft,  through  the  Care  of  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke  his  Guardian,  he  was  very  fuccefsful;  that 
wife  Nobleman  (hewing  the  Barons,  that  now  .they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  King  John ,  and  themfelves  alfo 
by  this  Time  well  knew,  they  had  very  little  to  hope 
» front  King  Lewis ,  who  put  French  Garrifons  into  all 
the  Caflles  that  were  taken  by  the  Englijh  Lords,  and 
gave  glaring  Proofs  of  his  Intention  to  rule^  as  a  Con¬ 
queror,  in  cafe  he  could  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  King¬ 
dom  h  In  a  (hort  Time  therefore,  the  Royalifts  grew 
ftrong  enough  to  look  the  Enemy  in  the  Face;  which 


the  French  fo  little  apprehended,  that  with  an  Army  of 
twenty  thoufand  Men,  they  had  marched  Northwards, 
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and  befieged  Lincoln .  The  City  quickly  fell  into  their 
Hands,  but  the  Cattle  being  very  ftrong  for  thofe  Times* 
made  an  obftinate  Defence;  and  while  they  were  en- 

1 

gaged  before  it,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  with  his  Forces, 
came  to  offer  them  Battel.  The  Barons,  who  adhered 
to  King  Lewis ,  and  who  Were  certainly  bed  acquainted 
with  the  Strength  of  their  Countrymen,  advifed  the 
French  General  to  march  out  and  fight ;  but  he,  fufpi- 
cious  of  their  Integrity,  endeavoured  to  fecure  his  For¬ 
ces  in  the  City.  The  Royalifts  firft  threw  a  confide- 
rable  Reinforcement  into  the  Caftle,  and  then  attacked 
the  Enemy  in  the  Town,  The  Struggle  was  very 
fhort,  the  French  and  their  Confederates  being  quickly 
'beat,  alrnoft  without  Bloodfhed,  and  the  victorious  Ar¬ 
my  io  exceedingly  enriched  by  their  Plunder,  that  they 
ftiled  this  Battel  Lewis-Fair ,  as  if  they  had  not  gone  to 
fight,  but  to  a  Market  *.  The  Confequences  of  this 
Battel,  brought  the  French  Prince  and  his  Fadtion  fo 
low,  that  he  was  glad  of  a  Truce,  which  might  afford 
him  Time  to  go  back  to  France  for  Succours;  and,  this 
being  granted,  he  palled  over  accordingly  to  Calais , 
many  of  the  Barons  deferting  him  in  his  Abfence  m. 

He  did  not  itay  long  abroad,  but,  providing  with  the 
utmoft  Diligence  a  confiderable  Recruit,  embarked  on 
Board  a  Fleet  of  eighty  flout  Ships,  befides  Tranfports, 
and  immediately  put  to  Sea.  Hubert  de  Burgh ,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Dover- Caftle,  alfifted  by  Philip  de  Albanie , 
and  John  Marjhal ,  refolved  to  encounter  him,  with  the 

Strength  of  the  Cinque  Ports ;  and,  accordingly,  met 

him 


*  A.  D.  1217.  m  Nic.  Trivet.  Annal.  vol.i.  p.  168.  Mat. 
Paris,  Hilt.  Angl.  p.  296.  M'ezsray,  voV  ii.  p.  631 « 
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him  at  Sea  with  forty  Sail.  The  Englijh ,  perceiving  that 
the  French  had  the  Advantage  of  them  both  in  Ships 
and  in  Men,  made  ufe  of  their  Superiority  in  Skill ;  fo 
that,  taking  Advantage  of  the  Wind,  they  ran  down 
many  of  the  Tranfports,  and  funk  them  with  all  on 
Boards  their  long  Bows  alfo  did  them  notable  Service: 
;and  to  prevent  the  French  from  boarding  them,  they  laid 
Heaps  of  Lime  upon  their  Decks,  which  the  Wind, 
blowing  frefh,  drove  in  the  Faces  of  their  Enemies,  and 
in  a  manner  blinded  them ;  fo  that  declining  the  Difpute, 
they  as  fall  as  poffible  bore  away  for  the  Shore;  and, 
landing  at  Sandwich ,  Lewis  in  Revenge  for  the  Mifchief 
their  Ships  had  done  himi  burnt  it  to  the  Ground  % 
The  Englijh  were  every  Way  Gainers  by  this  Engage¬ 
ment  ;  as  on  the  other  Hand,  it  entirely  ruined  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Lewis ,  who  was  now  forced  to  fhut  himfelf  up 
mJLondon,  where  very  foon  after  he  was  belieged,  the 
Englijh  Fleet  in  the  mean  Time,  blocking  up  the  Mouth 
of  the  Thames .  He  quickly  faw  how  great  his  Danger 
was,  and  how  little  Reafon  he  had  to  expeft  Relief.  In 
this  Situation  he  did  all  that  was  left  for  him  to  do  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  entered  into  a  Treaty  with  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke ,  whereby  he  renounced  all  his  pretended 
Rights  to  the  Kingdom  of  England^  and  provided  the 
bell  he  could  for  himfelf  and  his  Adherents;  which 
freed  the  Kingdom  from  the  Plague  of  Foreigners0,  and 
remains  an  incontellable  Proof,  that  as  nothing  but  our 
inteftine  Divilions  can  invite  an  Invafion,  fo  while  wc 

L  3  retain 
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retain  the  Sovereignty  at  Sea,  fuch  Attempts  in’  the 
•End  muft  prove  fatal  to  thofe  who  -undertake  them. 

The  Importance  of  this  Engagement  will  excufe 
our  dwelling  upon  it  fo  long,  as  well  as  our  taking  No¬ 
tice  here  of  fome  lefler  Circumftances  relating  thereto. 
One  Euftace ,  who  had  been  in  his  Youth  a  Monk,  but 
for  many  Years  had  exercifed  the  Trade  of  a  Pyrate, 
and  had  done  the  Englijh  in  particular  much  Mifchief, 
fell  now  into  their  Hands,  and,  though  he  offered  a 
large  Sum  of  Money  for  his  Ranfom,  yet  it  was  re- 
fufed,  and  he  put  to  Death.  There  are  fome  Differen¬ 
ces  in  our  ancient  Hiflorians,  as  to  the  Year  in  which 
this  happened,  which  it  will  be  neceffary  to  clear  up, 
becaufe  any  Error  therein  would  affedfc  moil  of  the 
fubfequent  Dates.  In  the  firft  Place,  Matthew  Paris 

fixes  on  the  very  Day,  and  allures  us,  that  it  was  gain- 

✓ 

ed  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Bartholomew 1217  p.  Trivet 
places  it  in  the  fame  Year,  and  gives  us  the  Reafon  why 
Eufiace  the  Monk  was  fo  feverely  dealt  with.  He,  like 
an  Apoftate  as  he  was,  fays  my  Author,  went  from 
Side  to  Side,  and  of  a  wicked  Monk,  became  a  very  De¬ 
vil,  full  of  Fraud  and  Mifchief.  As  foon,  therefore,  as 
he  was  taken,  his  Head  was  ftruck  off,  and  being  put 
upon  a  Pole,  was  carried  through  a  great  Part  of  Eng-  ' 
land  A  Yet  Holing/head  places  it  under  the  Year  1218  r, 
and  the  French  Hiftorian  Mezeray ,  in  1216s  Thefe 
Errors,  however,  are  eafily  reftified,  fmce  it  is  certain, 
that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  followed  this  Vidlory,  and  we 
find  it  bore  Date  the  eleventh  of  September ,  1217  h 

The 
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T  h  e  fame  \vife  Governors,  who  had  fo  happily 
managed  the  King's  Affairs  hitherto,  and  had  fo  wonder¬ 
fully  delivered  him  out  of  ail  his  Difficulties,  fhewed  a 
like  Diligence  in  eflabiifhing  the  Tranquillity  of  the  Realm, 
and  cultivating  a  Correfpondence  with  foreign  Princes ; 
of  which,  various  Teftimonies  occur  in  Mr.  Rymei'\  Col¬ 
lection  of  Treaties ;  whence  it  is  evident,  that  they  were 
extremely  tender  of  Trade,  and  of  the  Dominion  of 
the  Sea u.  In  order,  however,  to  keep  up  the  Martial 
Spirit  of  the  Nobility,  and,  perhaps,  to  prevent  their 
breaking  out  into  Rebellions  at  Home,  Leave  was  given 
them  to  take  the  Crofsy  and  to  make  Expeditions  into 
the  Holy-Land'* *.  Thus  the  Earls  o FCheJler,  Winchefier , 
and  Arundel ,  went  at  one  Time  J  ;  the  Bifhops  of  Win- 
chefter ,  and  Exeter ,  at  another,  with  many  Followers*  ; 
fo  that  by  the  Time  they  came  jnto  Syria,  there  were 
not  fewer  EngliJJo  there,  than  forty  Thoufand  Men  5 
of  whom,  very  probably,  but  few  came  Homex.  The 
Defire  King  Henry  had  to  recover  the  Provinces  taken 
from  him  by  the  King  of  France ,  and  the  clear  Title  he 
thought  derived  to  him  from  the  Treaty  made  with 
Lewis ,  who  was  now  King,  induced  him  more  than 
once,  to  follicit  that  Prince  to  reftore  them,  and  to  fend 
over  fmall  Supplies  of  Forces  into  the  Places  which  he 
ftill  held.  All  this  produced  nothing  confiderable  ;  fo 
that  at  laft  the  King  refolded  to  go  over,  as  his  Pre- 
deceflors  had  done,  with  a  great  Fleet  and  a  numerous 

L  4  Army 
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Army.  With  this  View,  large  Sums  were  demanded, 
and  given  by  Parliament,  and  fuch  a  Force  affembled, 
as  the  Nation  had  fcarce  ever  feen  ;  but  when  the  Forces 
marched,  about  Michaelmas ,  to  Portfmouth ,  in  order  to 
embark,  the  Fleet  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  appeared 
fo  inlignihcant,  that  it  became  necefiary  to  poltpone  the 
Expedition,  till  the  next  Spring  f ;  a  Thing  Jighly  pre-» 
judicial  to  the  King’s  Affairs,  and  yet  more  fo  to  his  Re¬ 
putation  7.  fl  he  next  V  ear,  the  King  actually  invaded 
France ,  and  might,  if  he  had  pufhed  with  Vigour,  have 
recovered  the  Dominions  of  his  Anceftors ;  but,  being 
entirely  governed  by  his  Mother,  and  her  fecond  Huf- 
band,  he  confumed  both  his  Time  and  Money  J,  in 
pompous  Entertainments ;  fo  that  the  French  coming 
down  with  a  confiderable  Body  of  Forces,  compelled  him, 
after  he  had  been  there  from  April  to  October ,  to  fail 
Home  again,  without  adding  any  Thing  to  his  Do<- 
minions z.  This  Miflake  had  terrible  Effedls :  for  it 
emboldened  fuch  of  the  Lords  as  were  difaffedted,  and 
gave  the  common  People  a  mean  Opinion  of  their  Prince; 
which  is,  generally  fpeaking,  the  Confequence  of  all 
fuch  Mifcarriages. 

PI  i  s  Brother,  Richard  Earl  of  Cormvall ,  who  was 
naturally  an  adlive  Prince,  and  therefore  little  pleafed 
with  the  King’s  Management,  refolved,  about  the  Year 
1240,  to  take  upon  him  the  Crofs,  and  to  lead  a  Body 
of  Succours  into  the  Holy  Land.  With  him  went  the 
Earl  of  Saiifiury^  and  many  other  Perfons  of  Diftindlion; 
and  not  long  after,  Simon  Earl  of  Leicefter ,  and  John 
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Earl  of  Albemarle ,  followed  his  Example  *  Thus,  in 
Times  of  great  Supineilefs,  in  the  Adminiftration  here, 
the  Honour  of  the  Nation  abroad,  was  fupported  by  the 
Valour  and  Activity  of  private  Perfons  Difputes  with 
the  Barons,  continued  to  embroil  the  Kingdom,  and  to 
hinder  the  King  from  thinking  of  foreign  Affairs ;  but, 
in  1242,  the  King  refumed  his  Project  of  reducing  Gaf- 
coigny  under  his  Dominion.  To  this,  he  was  chiefly- 
excited  by  his  Mother,  a  high-fpirited,  haughty  Wo¬ 
man,  who  had  contributed  much  to  his  Father’s  Mif- 
fortunes.  Accordingly,  having  with  much  ado,  obtain¬ 
ed  Money  of  his  Parliament,  for  that  Purpofe,  the  King 
with  a  fmall  Force  paffed  over  into  France  J;  where, 
fo  long  as  his  Money  lalted,  he  kept  up  a  kind  of  War, 
more  detrimental  to  himfelf  than  to  the  Enemy  b.  By 
this  ftrange  Sort  of  Management,  the  Naval  Force  of 
the  Kingdom  was  declined  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the 
Normans  and  Britons  were  too  hard  for  the  Cinque 
Ports,  and  compelled  them  to  feek  Relief  from  the  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  who,  in  the  firft  Year  of  this 
King’s  Reign,  had  performed  fuch  extraordinary  Things. 
One  William  Marjball ,  of  the  noble  Family  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  having  feme  Way  incurred  the  King’s  Difpleafure, 
became  a  Pyrate,  and  fortifying  the  little  Iiland  of  Lundy, 
did  fo  much  Mifchief,  that  at  length  it  became  neceffary 
to  fit  out  a  Squadron,  to  reduce  him  ;  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done,  and  he  buffered  by  the  Hand  of  Juftice 
at  London c :  yet  the  Example  did  not  deter  other  difeor.- 
tented  Perfons  from  Practices  of  the  like  Nature. 
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A  n  idle  Defire*  of  making  his  Son  Edmund  King  of 
Sicily i  drew  the  King  into  va ft  Expences  3  and  yet  pro¬ 
duced  nothing  honourable  to  the  Nation,  any  more  than 
another  Expedition  hd'made,  for  the  Recovery  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  in  1260,  which  ended  in  a  difhonourable  Treaty ; 
whereby,  for  the  Sake?  of  certain  Sums  of  Money,  he 
renounced  all  Title  to  thofe  Countries  which  had  been 
tiie  Poffeffion  0 1  his  Anceftors  ;  and  thenceforward  left 
the  Dukedoms  of  Normandy  and  Anjou  out  of  his 
Titles  d.  On  his  Return  'Home,  he  met  with  freth 
Griefs,  and  greater  Difturbances  than  ever.  The  Barons 
grew  quite  weary  of  a  King  entirely  directed  by  Fo¬ 
reigners,  and  who  thought  of  nothing  but  providing  for 
his  Favourites,  at  the  Expence  of  his  People.  The 
Cinque  Ports,  ever  Heady  in  his  Father’s  Intereft,  revolt¬ 
ed  from  him,  fided  with  the  Barons,  and  fitted  out  a 
confiderable  Fleet  for  their  Service.  But,  as  thefe  were 
Times  of  great  Licence,  fo  in  a  very  fhort  Space,  the 
Inhabitants  of  thefe  Ports,  forgot  the  Motives  on  which 
they  took  Arms,  and  began  to  confider  nothing  but  their 
private  Intereft ;  taking,  indifferently,  all  Ships  that  fell 
into  their  Hands,  and,  exercifing  an  unlimited  Pyracy  on 
Foreigners,  as  well  as  the  King’s  Subjctls.  By  their 
Example;,  fomething  of  the  fame  Nature  was  pradtifed 
on  the  Coaft  of  Lincolnjbire  \  for  certain  Mal-contents, 
having  feized  the  Ip  of  Ely ,  plundered  all  the  adjacent 
Countries,  and  carried  it  to  this  Receptacle  of  theirs. 
At  length,  however,  by  the  Induftry  and  Valour  of 
Prince  Edivard^,  they  were  reduced  3  and  the  fame 
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worthy  Perfon,  partly  by  Perfuafion,and  partly  by  Force, 
brought  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Cinque  Ports  to  return  to 
their  Duty'. 

The  Confufion  of  the  Times,  however,  was  fuch, 
and  the  King’s  Temper  fo  little  to  be  depended  on,  that 
the  gallant  Prince  Edward,  with  his  Brother  Edmund, 
and  many  other  Perlons  of  the  irrlb  Diftindfion,  took 
theCrofs,  and  went  againft  the  Saracens *.  A  ftronger  f 
Inftance  there  could  not  be,  of  the  low,  and  exhaufted 
State  of  the  Kingdom,  than  the  Equipage  with  which 
thefe  Princes  went;  for  their  Squadron  confifted  of  no 
more  than  thirteen  Ships,  on  board  of  which  there  were 
embarked  above  a  Thoufand  Men:  and  yet,  on  his 
coming  into  the  Eaft,  the  very  Fame  of  Prince  Edward 
drew  to  him  a  confiderable  Force,  with  which,  he  per¬ 
formed  many  noble  Adis,  infomuch,  that  the  Infidels 
defpairing  of  any  Succefs  againft  him  in  the  Field,  had  Re- 
courfe  to  a  bafe  Affaffmation  ;  which  likewife  failed  themft 
On  his  Recovery,  the  Prince  finding  that  he  fhould  not 
be  able  to  do  any  great  Service  to  the  Chriftian  Caufe  in 
thofe  Parts,  fettled  his  Affairs  in  the  beft  Manner  poflible, 
in  order  to  return  Home.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  King 
his  Father,  in  the  laft  Years  of  his  Life  enjoyed  more 
Peace  than  he  had  formerly  done,  which  was  in  fome 
Meafure  owing' to  a  Change  in  his  Conduct ;  having 
learned  by  Experience,  that  to  govern  a  Kingdom  was 
a  painful  Office,  and  required  more  Application  than 

hitherto 
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hitherto  he  had  bellowed  upon  it.  But  what  feems  to 
have  been  the  chief  Caufe  of  this  Ihort  Calm,  after  fo 
high  a  Storm,  was,  the  Death  of  his  principal  Oppofers, 
?.!!  of  whom  King  Henry  out-lived,  and  the  uneafy  Cir- 
cumllances  in  which  they  left  their  Heirs  j  fo  that  upon 
the  whole,  the  Fire  of  Sedition  might  in  this  Cafe,  be 
£ud  to  be  extinguilhed  for  want  of  Fuel,  and  the  King 
to  die  in  Peace,  becaufe  the  Power  of  difturbing  him 
was  exhaulted.  He  ended  his  Life  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vernier,  i%y  i,  when  he  had  reigned  fomewhat  more 
than  fifty-fix  Years,  and  lived  fixty-fix  «.  He  was  a 
Prince  of  but  moderate  Endowments,  which  rendered  him 
unable  to  govern  without  Affiltance ;  and  made  him 
too  prone  to  an  implicit  Confidence  in  fuch  as  were  a- 
bout  him.  In  the  firfl  Years  of  his  Reign,  while  the 
famous  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Kent ,  was  at  the  Head 
of  the  Adminiftration,  there  feems  to  have  been  great 
Care  taken  of  Commerce,  which  mull  have  been  very 
confiderable,  to  fupply  the  prodigious  Expences  of  his 
foreign  Expeditions,  or  rather  Journeys;  in  one  of 
which,  he  carried  over  no  lefs  than  thirty  large  Calks  of 
Specie ;  as  alfo  the  mighty  Sums  employed  by  the  fe- 
veral  Adventurers  in  the  Holy  Wars,  who  conflantly 
mortgaged  their  Lands,  at  fetting  out,  and  fpent  the  Mo¬ 
ney  they  railed,  beyond  the  Seas.  Belides  all  this,  we 
find,  that  whenever  any  Refpite  from  Troubles  would 
allow  it,  this  was  a  moll  luxurious  Age,  and  the  Kino;’-! 
Kindnefs  for  Foreigners,  efpecially  the  PoiSiovins,  en¬ 
abled  them  to  carry  away  vail  Sums ;  and  his  Brother, 
Richard  Earl  of  Cornvjall,  is  laid  to  have  lavilhed  much 

Treafure 
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Treafure  in  attaining  the  pompous  Title  of  King  of  the 
Romans ;  which  did  not,  however,  hinder  his  living  and 
dying  a  very  rich  Mail ;  io  that  foine  Way  or  other* 
vail  Sums  mult  have  centred  here,  otherwife  fuch  large 
Draughts  could  not  have  been  fupplied  :  and  yet  we  are 
pretty  certain,  that  the  Policy  of  this  King’s  Time,  did 
not  reach  to  any  of  thofe  refined  Arts  of  creating  an  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Wealth,  by  altering  the  Value  of  the  current 
Coin, "which  have  been  fince  found  out.  Better  Argu¬ 
ments  than  thefe,  to  prove  a  Balance  of  Trade  in  Favour 
of  that  Age,  can  hardly  be  produced  ;  and  therefore  we 
mull  allow,  that  fuch  a  Balance  there  v/as:  though  doubt- 
lefs  under  a  better  Government  in,  and  a  more  fettled 
State  of  Things,  it  wo uld  have  been  much  larger.  But 
the  Miflakes  of  former,  are  Lefions  to  latter  Ages. 

E  DJFAR  D  I.  Sur  named  Longfloanh ,  though  at 
his  Father’s  Deceafe  in  the  Holy  Land ,  was  readily  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  Succeflor  ;  nor  did  there  happen  any 
Dillurbance,  notwithllanding  he  delayed  his  Return  to  the 
25th  of  Julyy  1274.  In  his  Paflage  Home,  he  vifited 
Pope  Gregory  X.  and  King  Philip  of  France  \  fhaid  fomc 
Time  at  his  City  of  Bourdeaux ,  and,  having  thoroughly 

fettled  his  Affairs  abroad,  arrived  here  with  an  ellablifhed 

/ 

Reputation,  as  well  for  Wifdom  as  Courage  ;  which  per¬ 
haps,  was  the  principal  Reafon  that  all  antient  Animofi- 
ties  feemed  buried  in  Oblivion  ;  and,  his  Barons  fhewed  as 
great  Alacrity  in  obeying  him,  as  they  had  difcovered  Ob- 
ilinacy  in  thwarting  his  Father.  He,  on  the  other  Hand, 
fhewed  a  great  Spirit  of  Fcrgivenefs,  and  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  the  Government,  with  equal  Spirit,  and  Dili¬ 
gence,  quickly  gave  a  new  Face  to  publick  Affairs.  The 
Defire  he  had  of  fettling  the  Realm  in  perfedl  Tranquillity* 
engaged  him  to  fpend  feme  Time  in  making  new  Laws, 

and 
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and  compofing  old  Differences  among!!:  potent  Families ; 
in  regulating  Affairs  with  the  King  of  Scots,  and  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  Security  of  the  Englijh  Frontiers  towards 
Wales,  by  redrefling  the  Grievances  complained  of  by 
the  Welch,  and  heaping  Favours  upon  David,  Brother 
to  Llewellin,  who  ruled  over  all  Wales.  Yet  this  Peace 
did  not  continue  long,  and  the  Nature  of  this  Treatife 
leads  us  to  {hew,  how  it  was  broken,  and  what  were 
the  Confequences h. 

LLEWELLIN  was  a  wife  and  warlike  Prince,  more 
potent  than  any  of  his  Predeceilors ;  but  withal,  excef- 
fiveiy  Ambitious,  filling  his  Mind  with  vain  Hopes,  found¬ 
ed  in  old  Prophecies,  and  furthered,  in  all  Probability, 
by  his  Intrigues  with  lome  of  the  Englijh  Barons.  Thefe 
Notions  induced  him  to  decline  paying  Homage  to  Kino- 
Edward ,  and  to  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  his  Intereft, 
by  marrying  the  Daughter  of  Simon  Mount  ford ,  late  Earl 
of  Leicejler ,  that  determined  Enemy  of  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily  This  Lady  coming  to  him  by  Sea,  from  France , 

ffor  when  came  Mifchief  into  this  Ifland  from  another 

»  • 

Quarter  ?)  was  taken  at  Sea  by  fome  Ships  from  the  Port 
of  Brijlol ,  and  with  her  Brother,  brought  to  the  King, 

who  treated  her  very  kindly.  In  order  to  put  an  End 

> 

to  thefe  Difputes,  Edward  entered  Wales  w.ith  a  great 
Army,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  harafled  the  Coafl  with 
his  Fleet,  which  brought  the  proud  Llewellin  fo  low,  that 
lie  yielded  to  a  Peace  on  very  hard  Terms ;  in  Confe- 
quence  of  which,  however,  the  King  fent  him  his  Wife1. 

Not 
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Not  long  after  he  broke  out  again,  and  in  Conjunction 
with  his  Brother  David ,  committed  fuch  Devaluation 
*  in  the  EngUJb  Marches,  that  the  King  was  obliged  to 
turn  on  him  'the  whole  Force  of  the  Kingdom,  and, 
having  ilain  him  in  Battel,  added  Wales  to  his  Domini¬ 
ons,  and  declaring  his  young  Son  Edward ,  juft  born  at 
Caernarvon ,  Prince  thereof,  put  an  End  to  the  Britijh 
Line*,  His  Policy  in  fecuring  his  Conqueft  is  wor^ 
thy  of  Obfervation;  for  firft,  to  awe  the  People,  he  diftri- 
buted  the  inland  Parts  amongft  his  Nobility ;  and  next, 
to  prevent  their  giving  in  to  the  Welch  Cuftoms,  he  ef- 
tablilhed  the  EngUJb  Laws,  and  appointed  Sheriffs,  and 
other  legal  Officers  in  thofe  Parts;  and  laftly,  for  his  own 
Security,  which  he  judged  depended  on  a  Naval  Force, 
he  kept  all  the  Ports  of  the  Principality  in  his  own 
Hands,  encouraging  the  Inhabitants  in  their  Application  to 
inland  and  foreign  Trade,  more  than  any  of  their  Native 
Princes  had  done  k. 

In  the  feventeenth  Year  of  the  King’s  Reign,  fell 
out  the  Death  of  Alexander  King  of  Scots y  which  afford- 
ed  Edward  another  Opportunity  of  dilplaying  his  Wif- 
dom,  and  of  extending  his  Power  f .  This  Prince  had 
for  his  firft  Wife,  Margaret  the  King’s  Sifter,  by  whom 
he  had  a  Son,  who  died  young,  and  a  Daughter  Marg a- 
who  was  married  to  the  King  of  Norway ,  to  whom 
aifo  file  bore  a  Daughter,  called  Margaret  likewife, 
whom  the  Scotch  Peers,  with  the  Confent  of  King  Ed- 
ward,  acknowledged  for  the  Heirefs  of  their  Crown. 

She, 
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She,  in  her  Paifage  from  Norway ,  went  on  Shore  in  the 
Orkneys ,  and  died  there;  whereupon* *  many  Competitors 
for  the  Scotti/b  Diadem  appeared,  who  agreed  to  fubmit 
the  Decifion  of  their  refpedive  Titles  to  King  Edward, . 
Thefe  were,  Eric  King  of  Norway ,  Florence  Earl  of 
Holland ,  Robert  le  Brus  Lord  of  Ahanddle ,  de 

hahol  Lord  of  Galloway ,  John  de  Hajlings  Lord  of 
Abergavenny ,  John  Comyn  Lord  of  Badenaugh ,  Patrick 
Dunbar  Earl  of  Marche ,  &  ^/?i  for  his  Father, 

Nicholas  de  Soules ,  and  William  de  Ros :  and  great  Con- 
fcquences  King  Edward  drew  from  this  Reference, 
which  put  the  whole  Ifland  into  his  Power *,  and  gave 
hirti  a  Pretence  for  keeping  a  ftrong  Squadron  of  Ships 
upon  the  Northern  Coaft,  in  Right  of  his  Sovereignty 
over  thofe  Seas,  which,  though  always  claimed,  had  not 
been  exercifed  by  fome  of  his  Predecefiors.  After  much 
Confutation,  and  with  great  Solemnity,  the  King  pro¬ 
nounced  his  Judgment  in  Favour  of  Balioly  as  delcended 
from  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  David  Earl  of  Hunting - 
don  *,  notwithftanding  Robert  le  Brus  was  fomewhat 
nearer  in  Defcent,  though  by  a  younger  Daughter  ;  and, 
therefore,  holding  himfelf  injured,  Hill  kept  up  his 
Claim,  which  perhaps,  was  not  difagreeable  to  Edward , 
who  thought  nouriihing  Detentions  in  that  Kingdom, 
ftecefiary  to  preferve  Peace  in  his  own  ta. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  arduous  Affairs  at 
Home,  King  Edward  was  far  from  neglecting  his  Con¬ 
cerns 


1  Johan,  de  Fordun  Scotichron.  voi.  iii.  p-  7S2.  Walter  Ile- 
niingford,  vol.  i.  p.  29.  Nic.  Trivet.  Annal.  vol.  i.  p.  267. 

*  A.  D.  1292.  m  Walter Hemingfotd,  v.  i.  p.  37,  38.  Nic. 
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terns  on  the  Continent ,  where  he  ftill  preferved  the 
Dutchy  of  Guienne ,  and  fome  other  Dominions,  to  wihch 
he  pa(Ted  over  when  Occafion  required,  and,  contrary 
to  the  Ufage  of  his  Predeceflors,  took  all  imaginable 
Care  to  preferve  the  Friendfhip  of  France ,  which  in  the 
End  he  found  impracticable  ;  and,  that  his  Rights  were 
only  to  be  defended  by  Force  \  An  extraordinary  Act 
of  French  Infolence  gave  Rife  to  the  bloody  War  which 
broke  out  in  the  twenty- firft  of  King  Edward's  Reign  *, 
and  of  which  I  lhall  give  a  diftindt  Account  from  pro¬ 
per  Authorities.  The  firit  Grounds  of  the  Quarrel  are 
very  differently  reported  both  by  our  own,  and  by  Fo¬ 
reign  Hiftorians ;  but  the  Relation  given  us  by  Walter 
of  Hemingfird ,  is  more  circumftantial,  and  much  more 
probable  than  any  of  the  reft,  and,  therefore  from  him 
(efpecially  as  it  has  never  yet  appeared  in  Englijh)  we  ' 
fhall  give  it. 

In  the  Year  12935  2  fatal  Contention  happened 
“  between  the  Englijh  Mariners  of  the  Cinque-Ports,  and 
“  *e  Mariners  of  the  French  King  in  Normandy,  which 
“  began  thus.  An  Englijh  Ship  putting  into  a  Nor- 
“  man  Port,  remained  there  fome  Days.  While  they 
“  lay  at  Anchor,  two  Seamen  went  to  get  frefh  Wa- 
“  ter,  to  a  Place  not  far  diftant  from  the  Shore,  where 
“  they  were  infulted  by  fome  Normans  of  their  own 
Profeflion  5  fo  that  coming  from  Words  to  Blows, 
one  of  the  Englijhmen  was  killed,  and  the  other  fly¬ 


ing  to  the  Ship,  related  what  had  happened  to  his 
“  Fellow  Sailors,  informing  them,  that  the  Normans 
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c<  were  at  his  Heels.  Upon  this  they  hoifted  Sail,  and 
<c  put  to  Sea  ;  and,  though  the  Normans  followed  them, 
cc  they  nevertheless  efcaped,  but  with  fome  Difficulty  ; 
whereupon,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Englifh  Ports 
fought  Affiftance  from  their  Neighbours,  and  the  E- 
44  nemy  on  the  other  Hand,  retaining  ftill  the  fame 
<c  Difpofition,  increafed  their  Strength  daily,  and  chafed 
all  Englijb  Ships.  In  thefe  Excurlions,  having  had 
<c  the  Fortune  to  meet  fix,  and  to  take  two  Englijb 
“  Vefiels,  they  killed  the  Sailors,  and  hung  up  their  Bo- 
dies  at  the  Yard-Arm,  with  as  many  Dogs  ;  failing 
4C  in  this  manner  fome  time  on  their  Coafts,  and  figni- 
«  fying  to  all  the  World  thereby,  that  they  made  no 
«  Difference  between  an  Englijhman  and  a  Dog.  This, 
“  when  it  came  to  the  Ears  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
66  Englijb  Ports  by  the  Relation  of  thofe  that  efcaped* 
«  provoked  them  to  take  the  bell  Meafures  they  could 
“  to  revenge  fo  fignal  an  Affront ;  and  having  in  vain 
“  cruized  at  Sea,  in  order  to  find  out  the  Enemy,  they 
«  entered  the  Port  of  Swyny  and  having  killed  and 
drowned  abundance  of  Men,  carried  off  fix  Ships : 
««  many  Ails  of  the  like  Nature  Succeeding  this  on 
“  both  Sides.  At  laft,  wearied  by  this  pyratical  War, 
“  they,  by  Meffengers  who  paffed  between  them,  fixed 
««  a  certain  Day  to  decide  this  Difpute  with  their  whole 
cc  Strength.  This  Day  was  the  fourteenth  of  April : 
6C  and  a  large  empty  Ship  was  fixed  in  the  middle,  be- 
«  tween  the  Coafts  of  England  and  Normandy ,  to  mark 
the  Place  of  Engagement.  The  Englijb  againft  the 
€c  the  Time  appointed,  procured  fome  Aids  from  Ireland , 
«  Holland ,  and  other  Places;  and  the  Normans  drew  to 

“  their  Affiftance,  the  French %  Flemings ,  and  Genoefe.  At 

“  the 
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cc  the  appointed  Day  both  Parties  met,  full  of  Refolu- 
“  tion ;  and,  as  their  Minds  boiled  with  Rage,  fo  a  like 
Spirit  feemed  to  agitate  the  Elements  :  Storms  of 
4C  Snow  and  Hail,  and  boifterous  Gufts  of  Wind,  were 
€i  the  Preludes  of  an  obftinate  Battel,  in  which  at  length 
<c  God  gave  the  Vidtory  to  us,  many  thoufands  being 
ilain,  befides  thofe  who  were  drowned  in  a  vaft  Num- 
“  ber  of  Ships  which  perifhed,  the  victorious  Englijh 
C(  carrying  off  two  hundred  and  forty  Sail,  with  which 
€(  they  returned  Plome. 

“  When  King  Philip  received  this  News,  though 
*c  his  Brother  Charles  had  been  the  Author  of  the  'Bat- 
“  tel,  yet  he  fent  Embafladors  to  the  King  of  England, 
<c  demanding  Reparation  for  the  Wrong  done  him,  by 
<c  punilhing  fuch  as  were  concerned,  and  by  the  Pay- 
ment  of  a  vaft  Sum  for  the  Loffes  which  his  Mer- 
<c  chants  had  fuftained.  To  them  the  King  prudently  an- 
“  fwered,  that  he  would  enquire  into  the  Matter,  and 
“  return  his  Refolution  by  Meffengers  of  his  own.  A- 
greeable  to  this  Promife,  he  fent  to  delire  the  French 
“  King,  that  a  Time  and  Place  might  be  fixed  for 
“  Commiffioners  on  both  Sides  to  meet,  and  enquire 
4  into  the  Circumltances  of  the  Faft,  in  order  to  its 
“  being  amicably  adjulted.  But  this  the  French  King 
refufed,  and  by  the  Advice  of  his  Nobility,  fummon- 
<c  ed  the  King  of  England  to  appear,  and  anfwer  for 
“  what  had  palled  in  his  Court,  on  a  Day  affigned. 
The  Day  came,  and  the  King  not  appearing,  a  new 
Summons  was  illued,  wherein  the  King  was  cited  to 
“  appear  on  another  Day,  under  Pain  of  forfeiting  all 
“  his  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas.  The  King,  before 

M2  “  this 
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cc  this  Day  elapfed,  fent  his  Brother  Edmund  Earl  of 
“  Lancafttr ,  and  the  Earl  of  Leicejler ,  with  Inftrufti- 
cc  ons  for  the  making  an  End  of  this  Bufinefs.  Yet 
<c  thefe  Embaffadors,  though  they  produced  proper  Cre- 
*dentials,  were  not  heard,  or  even  admitted  $  but 
cc  Judgment  was  given,  that  the  King  fhould  lofe  Ac- 
<c  quitaine ,  and  all  his  tranfmarine  Dominions,  for  his 
“  Contempt  in  not  appearing0.” 

Such  is  the  Account  given  by  Hemngford ,  which 
is  clear  and  exadf,  and  very  agreeable  to  what  we  find 
in  the  bell  French  Authors ;  particularly  Mezeray>  who 
very  candidly  relates,  and  very  honeftly  blames,  this  vio¬ 
lent  Procedure  p.  But  what  followed  was  fo  very  bafe, 
that,  though  I  own  it  is  fomewhat  befide  my  Purpofe,  I 
cannot  help  relating  it  *.  By  the  Interpofition  of  the 
French  Queens,  a  Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot  with  Prince 
Edmund ,  for  the  accommodating  all  Differences.  By 
this  Treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  to  fave  the  Honour  of 
King  Philip ,  a  few  French  Troops  fhould  be  admitted 
into  certain  Forts  and  Cities ;  and  that,  after  this  Mark 
of  Sub  million,  they  fhould  be  withdrawn,  ^and  Letters 
of  fafe  Conduct  being  granted  to  King  Edward ,  he 
fhould  pafs  the  Seas,  and  fettle  all  Things  in  a  perfonal 
Conference  with  the  FrenchKlmg^  the  Troops  to  be  with¬ 
drawn,  and  the  Sentence  vacated  in  forty  Days,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  before-mentioned  Submifiion.  All  this 
being  fairly  executed  by  King  Edward ,  when  the!  ime 
was  elapfed,  and  the  FreJich  Troops  were  required  to 
evacuate  the  Towns,  King  Philip  roundly  declared, 

that 
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that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  Treaty,  and,  that  he, 
would  by  no  Means  comply  therewith  q.  Such  was 
the  Policy  of  France  of  old  ;  and  fuch  the  honourable 

Means  by  which  her  Monarchy  was  extended  ! 

The  Refentment  of  the  King  for  this  Treatment 

(hewed  itfelf  in  various  Treaties  with  foreign  Princes; 
as  alfo,  by  fending  a  fpeedy  Relief  to  Gafcony ,  under 
his  Nephew  the  Earl  of  Richmond ,  attended  by  Lord 
St.  John ,  and  Admiral  Tiptoff\  At  the  fame  Time,  to 
fecure  the  Seas,  and  prevent  any  Defcents  on  his 
Coaft,  the  King  fitted  out  three  Fleets,  well  provided 
with  Men  and  Ammunition.  One  from  Yarmouth , 
which  was  commanded  by  John  de  Botecourt ;  another 
from  Portfmouth ,  under  the  Direction  of  William  de 
Leibourne ;  the  third,  which  had  the  Care  of  the  Wef- 
tern  Coaft,  under  the  Command  of  a  valiant  Knight 
of  Ireland 3.  In  fome  of  the  Copies  of  Trivet's  An¬ 
nals,  he  is  faid  to  be  of  the  Illuftrious  Houfe  of  Or¬ 
monde  L  All  of  thefe  Fleets  did  good  Service.  That  of 
Portfmouth ,  about  Michaelmas ,  failed  into  the  Mouth  of 
Garonne* ,  and  having  debarked  the  Troops  on  Board, 
took  feveral  Places  from  the  French  u.  Yet  the  next 
Year,  the  French  King  having  hired  a  great  Fleet,  fome 
of  our  Writers  fay  not  lefs  than  three  hundred  Sail,  they 
flood  over  to  the  Englif)  Coaft,  and  landing  fuddenly 

M  3  near 
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near  Dover  ^  by  the  Affiftance  of  Sir  Thomas  Yurberville 
a  Tiaitor,  took  the  Town^,  and  burnt  it,  but  were 
quickly  afterwards  forced  to  %  to  their  Ships,  with  the 
Lofs  of  eight  hundred  Men  w.  In  the  mean  Time  the 
1  armouth  r  leet  made  a  Defcent  in  Normandy ,  and  burnt 
the  i  own  of  Cherbourg ,  and  fpoiled  a  rich  Abby x. 
i  he  Portfmouth  Squadron  alfo  on  the  Coaft  of  Flanders , 
took  fifteen  Sail  of  Spanifh  Merchant-Men  richly  laden, 
and  brought  them  into  Sandwich  r.  To  balance  this, 
there  happened  an  unlucky  Accident  at  Berwick  +, 
where  the  Englijh  Fleet  rafhly  entering  the  Harbour, 
the  Scots  deftroyed  four  Ships,  and  the  reft,  with  fome 
Difficulty,  efcaped  z. 

Ire  the  twenty-fifth  Year  of  his  Reign,  the  King  made 
great  Preparations  for  invading  Flanders ,  and,  notwith- 
Handing  he  met  with  many  Interruptions  from  his  Ba¬ 
rons  and  Clergy,  yet  by  the  latter  End  of  Auguft ,  he 
failed  from  Winchelfea  with  a  mighty  Fleet,  having  a 
Land  Army  of  between  fifty  and  fixty  thoufand  Men  on 
’Board,  and  landed  at  Sluys  in  Flanders ,  on  the  twen- 
ty-feventh  of  the  fame  Month  ||,  where  a  very  unlucky 
Accident  fell  out :  the  Squadron  from  the  Cinque  Ports, 
quarrelling  with  the  Yarmouth  Mariners,  fuddenly  fell  to 
Blows;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  the  King’s  Interpofi- 
tion,  a  defperate  Engagement  followed,  wherein  twenty 
Ships  of  the  Yarmouth  Squadron  were  burnt,  and  moft 
of  the  Men  on  Board  them  loft,  and  three  of  the  lar- 

geft  Ships  in  the  Navy,  one  of  which  had  the  King  s 

T  reafure 
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Treafure  on  board,  were  driven  out  to  Sea,  and  with 
much  Difficulty  efcaped  *z.  This  was  an  ill  beginning, 
and  indeed  nothing  anfwerable  to  the  Foice  employed 
therein  was  done  through  the  whole  Expedition :  yet, 
in  one  Refpeft,  they  were  fortunate ;  for  the  French 
having  laid  a  Scheme  for  burning  the  whole  Englijh  Fleet 
in  the  Harbour  of  Dam ,  it  was  luckily  difcovered,  and 
the  Englijh  Fleet  putting  to  Sea,  efcaped  a.  The  King’s 
Confederates  abroad  alfo  fell  from  their  Promifes,  and 
the  Flemings ,  to  whofe  Affiftance  the  Englij). b  came, 
making  a  fudden  Defection,  the  King  was  next  Year  ob¬ 
liged  to  return  to  England ,  as  well  on  Account  of  thefe 
Mifcarriages,  as  to  quiet  his  Barons,  and  to  reprefs  the 
Scots,  who,  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  French,  took  up 
Arms,  and  invaded  the  Kingdom  b. 

The  King,  according  to  his  Difpofition  of  enter¬ 
taining  Peace  on  the  Continent,  if  poffible,  while  he 
had  Affairs  of  Moment  to  employ  him  nearer  Home, 
was  content,  notwithftanding  the  Injuries  he  had  received, 
to  make  a  Peace  with  King  Philip  ;  which  in  the  27th 
Year  of  his  Reign  *  was  confirmed c ;  and  by  the  Medi¬ 
ation  of  Pope  Boniface ,  VIII.  made  more  explicit  by 
a  Treaty,  wherein  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  King  of 
England  fhould  marry  the  French  King’s  Sifter,  and  his 
Son,  Prince  Edward ,  the  Daughter  of  the  faid  King  ; 
and  that  the  Dutchy  of  Aquitaine ,  fhould  be  put  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Pope,  until  the  Matters  in  Difference 

M  4  between 
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bci\\<_®n  the  two  Kings,  fhouicl  be  enquired  into,  and 
fettled  ;  with  many  other  Articles,  to  be  feen  at  large  in 
Mr.  Rymer' s  Colledlion d.  This  Truce,  indifferently  per- 
formed  on  the  Part  of  the  French ,  fubfifted  to  the  30th 
\  car  of  the  King  J,  and  then  a  Peace  was  concluded 
between  the  two  Crowns,  of  which,  the  third  Article 
contained  a  reciprocal  Engagement,  that  neither  of  the 
con  ti  adding  Parties  fhould  afford  any  Manner  of  Aid,  or 
Affiffance,  to  the  Enemies  of  the  other,  nor  buffer  the 
fame  to  be  given,  in  any  Way  whatfoever,  in  any  of  the 
Territories  or  Places  under  their  Power ;  and  that  they 
fiiould  forbid  the  fame  to  be  done  on  Pain  of  Forfeiture  of 
Body  and  Goods  to  the  Offenders,  &V.  I  mention  this 
Article  particularly,  becaufe  in  Confequence  of  it,  there 
fell  out  the  cleared:  Proof  of  the  King  of  England's  ab- 
folute  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  that  could  be  defired  or 
wifhed.  A  clearer  Proof,  perhaps,  than  the  whole  World 
can  fliew,  in  refpedl  to  the  Prerogative  of  a  Prince,  with 
Regard  to  other  Princes e.  It.happened  thus  : 

The  War  Hill  continuing  between  Philip  the  Fair 
and  the  Flemings ,  that  Prince  thought  fit  to  fend  a  great 
Fleet  to  Sea,  under  the  Command  of  a  Genoefe  Noble¬ 
man,  whofe  Name  was  Reyner  Grimbaldi  (moil  of  our 
Writers  call  him  Grimbaltz)  to  whom  he  gave  the  Title 
of  Admiral ;  and  who,  under  Colour  of  this  Commiffion, 
took  feveral  Ships  of  different  Nations,  bound  for  the 
Ports  of  Flanders ,  laden  with  various  Kinds  of  Goods . 
Upon  this,  Complaints  were  made  to  the  Kings  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  France ,  who,  jointly  appointed  Commiffion- 
ers  to  hear  and  determine  the  Matters  contained  in  them. 

To 
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To  thefe  Commiffioners,  therefore,  a  Remonftrance  was 
prefented  in  the  Name  of  the  Procurators  of  the  Prelates 
and  Nobles,  and  of  the  Admiral  of  the  Englijh  Seas, 
and  of  the  Communities  of  Cities  and  Towns ;  as  alfo 
of  the  Merchants,  Mariners,  Strangers  refident,  and 
all  others  belonging  to  the  Kingdom  of  England ,  and 
other  Territories,  fubjedl  to  the  faid  King  of  England ; 
as  alfo,  the  Inhabitants  of  other  Maritime  Places,  fuch 
as  Genoa ,  Catalonia ,  Spain ,  Germany,  Zeland ,  Holland , 
Frizeland ,  Denmark ,  Norway ,  &c.  fettirig  forth,  That 

V  k  \  * 

whereas  the  Kings  of  England ,  by  Right  of  the  faid 
Kingdom,  have,  from  Time  to  Time,  whereof  there 
is  no  Memorial  to  the  contrary,  been  in  peaceable  Pof- 
felfion  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Englijb  Seas,  and  of 
the  Iflands  fituate  within  the  fame,  with  Power  of  or¬ 
daining  and  eftablifhing  Laws,  Statutes,  and  Prohibitions 
of  Arms,  and  of  Ships  otherwife  furnifhed  than  Mer¬ 
chant-men  ufed  to  be  \  and  of  taking  Security,  and  giv¬ 
ing  Prote&ion  in  all  Cafes,  where  Need  {hall  require, 
and  of  ordering  all  other  Things  necefiary  for  the  main¬ 
taining  of  Peace,  Right,  and  Equity,  among  all  manner  of 
People,  as  well  of  other  Dominions  as  their  own,  palling 
through  the  faid  Seas,  and  the  Sovereign  Guard  thereof ; 
and  alfo,  of  taking  all  Manner  of  Cognizance  in  Caufes, 

%  -i 

and  of  doing  Right  and  Juftice  to  high  and  low,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  faid  Laws,  Statutes,  Ordinances,  and  Prohibiti¬ 
ons,  and  all  other  Things,  which  to  the  Exercife  of  Sover¬ 
eign  Jurifdi&ion  in  the  Places  aforefaid,  may  appertain  : 
And  whereas,  A.  de  B.  (Lord  Coke  *  fays,  his  Name  was  de 
Botetort )  Admiral  of  the  faid  Sea,  deputed  by  the  Lid 

/  King 
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King  of  England,  and  all  other  Admirals,  deputed  by 
the  faid  King  of  England ,  and  his  Anceflors,  formerly 

i  "r 

Kings  of  England ,  have  been  in  peaceable  PolTeflion  of 
the  faid  Sovereign  Guard,  with  Power  of  Jurifdidtion, 
and  all  the  other  Powers  beforementioned  (except  in 
Cafe  of  Appeal,  and  Complaint  made  of  them  to  their 
Sovereigns,  the  Kings  of  England ,  in  default  of  Juftice, 
or  for  evil  Judgment)  and  efpecially  of  making  Pro¬ 
hibitions,  doing  Juftice,  and  taking  Security  for  good 
Behaviour,  from  all  Manner  of  People  carrying  Arms 
on  the  faid  Sea,  or  failing  in  Ships,  otherwife  fitted  out, 
and  armed,  than  Merchant-Ships  ufed  to  be,  and  in  all 
ether  Cafes,  where  a  Man  may  have  reafonable  Caufe 
of  Sufpicion  towards  them  of  Pyracy,  or  other  Mifdo- 
ings.  And,  Whereas  the  Mailers  of  Ships,  of  the  faid 
Kingdom  of  England ,  in  the  Abfence  of  the  faid  Admi¬ 
rals,  have  been  in  peaceable  Pofleffion  of  taking  Cog¬ 
nizance,  and  judging  of  allFadts  upon  the  faid  Sea,  be¬ 
tween  all  Manner  of  People,  according  to  the  Laws, 
Statutes,  Prohibitions,  Franchifes,  and  Cuftoms.  And, 
Whereas,  in  the  firft  Aticle  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance, 
lately  made  between  the  faid  Kings  at  Paris ,  the  Words 
following  are  fet  down,  viz .  Firft  of  all,  it  is  agreed, 
and  concluded  between  us,  the  Envoys  and  Agents  above- 
mentioned,  in  the  Names  of  the  faid  Kings,  that  they 
fhall  be  to  each  other  for  the  future,  good,  true,  and 
faithful  Friends  and  Allies  againfl  all  the  World,  (except 
the  Church  of  Ro?ne)  in  fuch  Manner,  that  if  any  one 
or  more,  whofoever  they  be,  fhall  go  about  to  interrupt, 
hinder,  or  moleft  the  faid  Kings  in  the  Franchifes,  Li¬ 
berties,  Privileges,  Rights  or  Cuftoms  of  them  and  their 
.Kingdoms,  they  fhall  be  good  and  faithful  Friends,  and 

aiding 
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aiding  againft  all  Men  living,  and  ready  to  die,  to  defend, 
keep  and  maintain  the  abovementioned  Franchifes,  Li¬ 
berties,  Rights  and  Cuftoms,  &V.  And  that  the  one 
fhall  not  be  of  Counfel,  nor  give  Aid  or  Affiftance  in 
any  Thing  whereby  the  other  may  lofe  Life,  Limb, 
Eltate,  or  Honour.  And,  Whereas  Mr.  Reyner  Grim - 
baltZy  Mailer  of  the  Ships  of  the  faid  King  of  France , 
who  calls  himfelf  Admiral  of  the  faid  Sea,  being  depu¬ 
ted  by  his  Sovereign  aforefaid,  in  his  War  again  ft  the 
Flemings ,  did  (after  the  above-mentioned  Alliance  was 
made  and  ratified,  and  againft  the  Tenour  and  Obli- 
gation  of  the  faid  Alliance,  and  the  Invention  of  thofe 
who  made  it)  wrongfully  aflume  and  exercife  the  Office 
of  Admiral,  in  the  faid  Sea  of  England ,  above  the 
Space  of  a  Year,  by  Commiffion  from  the  faid  King  of 
France ,  taking  the  Subjects,  and  Merchants  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Efigland ,  and  of  other  Countries,  palling  upon 
the  faid  Seas,  with  their  Goods,  and  did  call  jhe  Men 
fo  taken,  into  the  Prifons  of  his  faid  Mailer,  the  King 
of  France ,  and  by  his  own  Judgment  and  Award,  did 
caufe  to  be  delivered,  their  Goods  and  Merchandizes  to 
Receivers  eltablifhed  for  that  Purpofe,  in  the  Sea-Ports  of 
the  faid  King,  as  Forfeit  and  Confifcate  to  him  ;  and  his 
taking  and  detaining  the  faid  Men  with  their  faid  Goods 
and  Merchandizes,  and  his  Judgment  and  Award  on 
them  as  Forfeit  and  Confifcate,  hath  pretended  in  Writ¬ 
ing  to  jullify  before  you,  the  Lords  Commiffioners,  by 
Authority  of  the  aforefaid  Commiffion  for  the  Office  of 
Admiral  by  him  thus  ufurped,  and  againft  the  general 
Prohibition  made  by  the  King  of  England ,  in  Places 
within,  his  Power,  in  purfuance  of  the  third  Article  of 

the 
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the  beforementioned  Alliance,  containing  the  Words  a- 
bove-written,  and  hath  therefore  required,  that  he  may 
be  acquitted  and  abfolved  of  the  fame  ;  to  the  great 
Damage  and  Prejudice  of  the  faid  King  of  England ,  and 
of  the  Prelates,  Nobles,  and  others  beforementioned ; 
wherefore,  the  faid  Procurators  do,  in  the  Names  of 
their  faid  Lords,  pray  you,  the  Lords  Commiffioners  be¬ 
forementioned,  that  due  and  fpeedy  Delivery  of  the  faid 
Men,  Ships,  Goods  and  Merchandizes,  fo  taken  and  de¬ 
tained,  may  be  made  to  the  Admiral  of  the  faid  King 
of  England ,  to  whom  the  Cognizance  of  this  Matter 
doth  rightfully  appertain,  as  is  abovefaid,  that  fo,  with¬ 
out  Diiturbance  from  you,  or  any  one  elfe,  he  may 
take  Cognizance  thereof,  and  do  what  belongs  to  his 
aforefaid  Office  ;  and  that  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Reyner  may 
be  condemned,  and  conftrained  to  make  due  Satisfaction 
for  all  the  faid  Damages,  fo  far  forth  as  he  fhall  be  able 
to  do  the  fame  ;  and  in  Default  thereof,  his  faid  Mailer, 
the  King  of  France ,  by  whom  he  was  deputed  to  the 
faid  Office,  and  that,  after  due  Satisfaction  fhall  be  made 
for  the  faid  Damages,  the  faid  Mr.  Reyner  may  be  fo 
duly  puniihed  for  the  Violation  of  the  faid  Allowance,  as 
that  the  fame  may  be  an  Example  to  others,  for  Time 
to  come 

Thus  far  the  Remonitrance  :  on  which  other  Writers 
having  largely  infilled,  let  us  content  ourfelves  with  ma¬ 
king  a  few  obvious  Reflections.  I.  It  appears  from  this 
Paper,  that  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  had  not  only  been 

claimed,  but  exercifed  and  pofiefled  by  the  Kings  of  Eng¬ 
land 


%  Selden.  Mare  Claufum,  lib.  ii.  cap.  27,  23.  Coke’s  Inftit. 
lib,  iv\  cap.  22. 
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land,  for  Time  immemorial  which  is  fufficient  to  give 
feme  Credit  to  the  Fads  related  from  the  Britijh  Hiftory  5 
for  as  to  the  Times  fince  the  Roman  Invafion,  they  were 
in  an  Hiltorical  Senfe  within  Memory.  II.  It  is  clear 
from  hence,  what  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  was,  viz. 
A  JurifdiCtion  over  the  Veflels  of  all  Nations  palling 
thereon  for  the  common  Benefit  of  all,  for  the  prevent¬ 
ing  Pyracies,  the  Protection  of  Commerce,  and  the  De- 
cifion  of  unforefeen  Difputes.  III.  It  is  no  lefs  apparent, 
that  this  was  an  exclufive  Jurifdidtion,  in  which  no  other 
Potentate  had  any  Share,  which  mult  have  been  found¬ 
ed  either  in  common  Content,  or  in  fuperiority  or  Strength; 
either  of  which  afforded  a  good  Title.  IV.  We  fee  by 
this  Remonltrance,  that  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  relting 
in  the  King  of  England ,  was  a  Point  not  only  known 
to,  but  maintained  by  the  Genoefe ,  Spaniards ,  Germans , 
Hollanders ,  Danes,  and  in  fhort,  by  all  the  Maritime 

1 

Powers  then  in  Europe ,  which  is  iufficient  to  evince,  that 
Trade  was  far  from  being  then  at  a  low  Ebb,  and  that  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  of  England  in  this  RefpeCl, 
had  been  hitherto  fo  exercifed,  as  to  render  it  a  common 
Advantage.  V.  We  perceive  that  Foreigners  were  fo 
jealous  of  the  afluming  Temper  of  the  French  Princes^ 
that  they  would  not  admit  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
their  Naval  Force,  to  bear  the  Title  of  Admiral,  which 
they  apprehended  to  include  a  Title  to  Jurisdiction,  and 
therefore  would  have  this  Reyner  Grimbaltz  lliled  only 
Mailer  of  the  Ships  to  the  King  of  France .  VI.  We 
mull  obferve,  that  the  Commiffioners  to  w7hom  this  Re¬ 
mo  nil  ranee  is  addreffed,  neither  had,  nor  claimed  any 
Naval  JurifdiCtion  whatfoever,  but  wTere  appointed  to 
hear  and  determine  whether  King  Edward' s  Prerogative, 

as 
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as  Sovereign  of  the  Sea,  had  been  invaded  by  this  Reyner 
%  z,  in  Contravention  of  the  firil  Article  of  the 
Treaty  between  the  Crowns  of  England  and  France , 
whereby,  the  contrading  Parties  covenanted  to  maintain 
each  others  Prerogatives,  and  confequently  the  French 
.King  was  bound  to  maintain  this  Prerogative  of  King 
Edward ,  which  gave  Occafion  to  the  Commiffion. 
VII.  We  owe  the  Knowledge  of  this  whole  Affair  not 
to  our  Hiftorians,  but  to  our  Records  :  whence  we  may 
fafely  deduce  this  Confequence,  that  the  Want  of  Fa ds 
to  fupport  fuch  a  Jurifdidion  throughout  preceeding 
Reigns,  ought  not  to  be  urged  as  a  juft  Objection  ;  be- 
caufe,  as  I  once  before  hinted,  moft  of  thofe  who  applied 
themfelves  to  writing  Hiftory,  were  very  little  acquainted 
with  thefe  Matters. 

But  there  is  one  Thing  more  relating  to  this  Affair 
which  deferves  particular  Attention  j  and  that  is,  the  Plea 
put  in  by  Reyner  Grimbaltz ,  in  Anfwer  to  this  Remon- 
ftrance.  He  did  not  difpute  the  King  of  England's  So¬ 
vereignty  3  he  did  not  plead  any  Power  derived  to  him- 
felf  from  the  French  King’s  Commiflion :  but  what  he 
infifted  upon,  was  the  third  Article  of  the  Treaty  be- 
forcmentioned,  which  he  would  have  to  be  thus  under- 
ftood  :  That  King  Edward  having  con  traded  not  to 
give  any  Aid  or  Affiftance,  or  to  fuffer  any  Aid  or  A- 
ffiftance  to  be  given  to  the  Enemies  of  King  Philip ,  and 
having  alfo  adually  iffued  out  a  Prohibition,  forbidding 
any  fuch  Practices,  it  followed,  in  his  Opinion,  that  all 
fuch  as,  after  this  Prohibition,  relieved  the  Flemings , 
by  Merchandize  or  otherwife,  were  to  be  eheemed  Ene¬ 
mies,  of  whatfoever  Nation  they  wTere ;  and  that  he 
haying  taken  none  but  the  Perfons  and  Goods  of  fuch, 

conceived 
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tonceived  himfelf  to  have  a  Permiffion  fo  to  do  by  Vertue 
of  the  faid  Prohibition,  whereby  King  Edward,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Interpretation,  had  iignified  that  he  would  not 
take  it  as  an  Injury  done  to  him,  although  the  Ships  of 
fuch  Offenders  fhould  be  taken  in  his  Seas  by  the  French 
King’s  Officers.  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  Reafonablc- 
nefs  or  Validity  of  this  Defence,  the  Iffue  of  which  is 
not  known,  but  content  myfelf  with  noting,  that  it 
contains  the  cleareft  Conceffion  on  the  Part  of  France 
that  can  be  defired ;  becaufe  this  Man  derives  the  Lega¬ 
lity  of  his  own  A  diions,  if  they  were  legal,  not  from  the 
Commiffion  of  the  Prince  he  ferved,  but  from  the  King 
of  England's  Prohibition ;  fo  that  in  Reality,  he  aflerts 
himfelf  to  have  adied  under  the  Englijh  Sovereignty, 
and  from  thence  expedted  his  Acquittal  K 

Many  other  Inftances  of  this  King’s  claiming  and 
exercifing  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea  might  be  produced, 
if  they  were  at  all  neceflary;  but  as  at  that  Time  the  Ti¬ 
tles  of  our  Kings  were  no  way  contefted,  it  is  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  detain  the  Reader  longer  on  that  Head.  The 
Remainder  of  his  Life  was  fpent  in  fubduing  Scotland ,  on 
which  he  had  particularly  fet  his  Heart,  as  appears  by 
his  directing  his  dead  Body  to  be  carried  about  that  Coun¬ 
try,  till  every  Part  of  it  was  brought  under  his  Son’s 
Dominion.  In  this  Temper  of  Mind  he  died  in  a  man¬ 
ner  in  the  Field;  for  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried 
from  Car  Up,  to  a  Village  called  Burgh  upon  Sands , 
where  he  deceafed  on  the  feventeenth  of  ‘July  1307,  in 
Jhe  thirty-fifth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  the  fixty-ninth  of 

his 
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his  Age  k.  He  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  ftouteft  and 
moil  politic  Princes  that  ever  fat  on  the  Englijh  Throne. 
He  rightly  judged,  that  he  could  never  be  formidable 
Abroad,  till  he  had  eflabliflied  Unanimity  at  Home; 
which  was  the  Reafon  that,  at  fuch  an  Expence  of  Blood 
and  Ereafure,  he  annexed  Wales  for  ever  to  his  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  endeavoured  with  fuch  Earneftnefs,  to  add 
Scotland  to  them  likewife,  which,  if  he  had  lived,  he 
would  in  all  Probability  have  done ;  and  then,  no  doubt, 
the  French  would  have  felt  the  Weight  of  his  Power : 
for  though  he  was  too  wife  to  be  diverted  from  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  his  Defigns,  by  any  of  the  Arts  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  yet  was  he  a  Monarch  of  too  great  Spirit  to  bear 
the  Injuftice  done  him  by  France ,  longer  than  the  Si¬ 
tuation  of  his  Affairs  required.  As  he  fet  the  State  in 
Order  at  his  firft  coming  to  the  Throne,  fo  he  left  the 
Government  thoroughly  eltablifhed  at  the  Time  of  his 
Deceafe,  which  with  a  numerous  Army,  and  potent 
Tleet,  he  configned  to  his  Son,  who  refembled  him  very 
little  either  in  his  Virtue  or  his  Fortune. 

EDWARD  II.  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Throne 
with  the  general  Satisfa&ion  of  the  Nation.  His  firft 
Care  was  to  folemnize  the  Marriage  concluded  for  him 
by  his  Father,  with  the  Princefs  Ifabella ,  Daughter  to 
the  French  King  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  he  palled  the  Seas, 
and  went  to  Paris ,  where  he  w7as  very  magnificently 
receiyed,  and  the  Ceremony  of  his  Nuptials  wras  per¬ 
formed  with  extraordinary  Splendour.  His  Marriage 

over. 
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over,  he  returned  to  England  with  his  new  Queen,  and 
was  crowned  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Matthias ,  with  all 
imaginable  Teflimonies  of  Joy  and  Affedtion  from  the 
People  *.  But  this  fair  Weather  was  foon  over  j  for  he 
fliortly  after  bringing  back  his  Favourite,  called  by  moil 
of  our  Writers  GaveJlon ,  but  whole  true  Name  feems 
to  have  been  Peter  de  Gaberftony  a  Gafcon ;  the  Barons 
took  fuch  an  Offence  thereat,  and  at  the  extravagant 
Marks  of  Royal  Favour  he  afterwards  met  with,  that 
more  than  one  Civil  War  happened  upon  his  Account, 
and  hindered  the  King  from  applying  himfelf  to  the 
Care  of  his  Concerns  Abroad,  as  well  as  the  Nobility 
from  rendering  him  thofe  Services  to  which  they  were 
heartily  inclined.  Thefe  Jealoufies  and  Difputes  ended 
not  but  with  the  Death  of  the  King’s  Minion,  by 
Whom  they  were  occafioned,  and  who  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Lords,  had  his  Head  ftruck  off,  without 
any  Form  of  Juftice.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  French 
Counfellors  about  the  Queen,  were  the  chief  Litigators 
of  this  Fadl,  at  leaf!  as  to  the  Manner  of  doing  it,  and 
yet,  after  it  was  done,  they  inflamed  the  King’s  Bifcon- 
tents,  and  by  thus  dividing  this  Nation,  kept  their  own 
Quiet l. 


In  the  Year  1313,  Robert  le  Brus  King  of  Scotland 
invaded  England  with  a  great  Army,  which  roufedthe 
King  from  his  Lethargy,  and  obliged  him  to  provide* 
for  the  Nation’s  Safety,  and  his  own  Honour.  The 
next  Year,  therefore,  he  affembled  the  whole  Strength  of 
Vol.  I.  N  the 


.  *  A*  !3°8.  1  Walter  Hemingford,  vol.  i.  p.  242.  Con- 
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the  Nation,  and  marched  therewith  Northward,  intend¬ 
ing  to  have  reduced  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Scotland , 
according  to  his  Father’s  Defire  upon  his  Death-Bed. 
But  the  Difafters  which  always  attend  Princes,  when  on 
ill  Terms  with  their  Subjedls,  waited  on  this  unfortunate 
Expedition;  fo  that  in  a  general  Engagement  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  June  1314,  the  Englijh  were  entirely 
defeated,  though  the  King  difcovered  much  perfonal 
Courage,  and  was  with  Difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  fly. 
He  certainly  meant  to  have  attempted  at  leaft  the  re¬ 
pairing  this  Misfortune,  by  invading  Scotland  with  a  new 
Army  ;  but  his  Reputation  was  fo  much  injured  by  his 
late  Defeat,  and  his  Nobility  were  fo  unwilling  to  fight 
under  his  Banners01,  that  all  his  Endeavours  came  to 
nothing,  and  he  had  befides  the  Misfortune  to  fee,  not 
only  the  Northern  Parts  of  England  ravaged,  but  Ire¬ 
land  alfo  invaded  by  the  Scots,  whom  his  Father  had 
left  in  fo  low  a  Condition,  and  fo  little  likely  to  defend 
their  own  inftead  of  offending  others. 

This  Defign  of  the  Scots  upon  Ireland  was  very 
deeply  laid,  and  nothing  lefs  was  intended  than  an  entire 
Conqueft  of  the  Ifland.  For  this  Purpofe  King  Ro¬ 
bert  le  Brus  fent  over  his  Brother  Edward ,  who  took 
Upon  him  the  Title  of  King  of  Ireland ,  and  who  land¬ 
ed  in  the  North  with  fix  thoufand  Men,  attended  by 
the  Earls  of  Murray  and  Monteth ,  Lord  John  Stuart , 
Lord  John  Campbell ,  and  many  other  Perfons  of  Dif- 
tindiion,  and  by  the  Afliftance  of  the  native  Irijfh, 
quickly  reduced  a  great  Part  of  the  Country.  This 

War 
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War  lafted  feveral  Years,  King  Robert  going  over  there 
at  laft  in  Perfon,  and  in  all  Probability  had  carried  his 
Point,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hafty  Temper  of  his 
Brother.  Sir  Edmund  Butler  in  the  Beginning  of  thefe 
Stirs  had,  with  the  Englijh  Forces,  done  all  that  in  a  very 
diftradled  State  of  Affairs  could  be  done  for  the  Prefer* * 
vation  of  the  Ifland,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  King  fent 
over  Lord  Roger  Mortimer ,  with  a  very  fmall  Force  to 
reprefs  the  Invaders,  who  engaging  Edward  Brus ,  in 
the  famous  Battel  of  Armagh ,  which  the  Scots  very  im¬ 
prudently  fought  before  they  were  joined  by  King  Ro¬ 
bert  and  his  Forces ;  the  Englijh  gained  a  compleat 
Victory ",  the  pretended  King  Edward  being  flain  upon 
the  Spot,  and  his  Head  carried  by  the  Lord  Birming¬ 
ham  into  Eftgland ,  and  there  prefented  to  King  Ed¬ 
ward*.  After  this,  all  Matters  in  Ireland  werefo  well 
fettled,  that  the  King  had  Thoughts  of  retiring  thither, 
when  linking  under  his  Misfortunes;  and  had  probably 
done  fo,  if  he  had  remained  Mailer  of  the  Seas. 

The  King  drew  thefe  Troubles  upon  himfelf,  by 
fuffering  his  new  Favourites  the  Spencers ,  to  guide  him 
in  all  Things,  whereby  he  equally  difgulled  his  Nobili¬ 
ty,  and  his  own  Family.  A  difhonourable  Treaty  he 
had  made  with  Scotland ,  was  another  Ground  of  Dif- 
content,  and  while  Things  went  fo  ill  at  Home,  there 
wanted  not  fome  Caufes  of  Difquiet  Abroad.  Charles 
IV*  of  Ft  ante.  Brother  to  Queen  Ifabel ,  pretending  to 
take  Umbrage  at  King  Edward's  not  aflifting  at  his  Co¬ 
ronation,  fent  his  Uncle  Charles  de  Valois  into  Guyenne 
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a  great  Part  of  which  he  quickly  reduced,  and  grievoufly 
diftrefled  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent ,  the  King’s  Brother, 
who  wasfent  over  to  defend  that  Province  3  infomuch 
that  he  agreed  with  the  French  General  to  come  over, 
and  periuade  his  Brother  to  give  King  Charles  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  or  elfe  to  render  himfelf,  if  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  inflexible,  Prifoner  of  War ;  by  which  Capi¬ 
tulation  he  preferved  the  few  Towns  the  Englijh  ftill 
had  in  Guyenne ,  though  he  thereby  paved  the  Way, 
perhaps  involuntarily,  for  his  unfortunate  Brother’s  De- 
pofition  and  Deflrudlion  a. 

As  foon  as  King  Edward  was  informed  of  what  had 
pafled,  he  took  it  extremely  to  Heart,  banifhed  the 
French  who  were  about  the  Perfon  of  the  Queen,  and 
had  Thoughts  of  entering  immediately  into  a  War  with 
that  Crown.  But  finding  it  impoflible  to  obtain  Supplies 
from  his  Parliament,  he  fuddenly  changed  his  Purpofe, 
and  refolved  to  fend  over  his  Queen  Ifabellay  in  order 
to  treat  with  her  Brother,  and  to  accommodate  the  Dif¬ 
ferences  which  had  happened  between  them,  which  flie 
accordingly  did.  By  her  Application,  the  French  King 
was  drawn  not  only  to  pafs  by  w7hat  had  given  him  Of¬ 
fence,  but  wTas  like  wife  induced  to  give  the  Dukedom 
of  Aquitaine ,  and  the  Earldom  of  PoitJouy  to  Prince 
Edward  his  Nephew,  on  Condition  that  he  came  and 
did  him  Homage  for  them  in  Perfon  3  though  to  pre- 
ferve  Appearances,  Letters  of  fafe  Conduct  were  alfo 
lent  to  the  King,  that  he,  in  Cafe  he  fo  thought  fit,  might 
tiaye  gone  over  into  France ,  and  taken  Pofleffion  of 
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thofe  Countries  p.  When  King  Edward  had  confider- 
ed  thefe  Conditions,  and  had  confulted  with  his  favou¬ 
rites,  he  refolved  to  fend  over  the  Prince  to  his  Mother, 
in  order  to  the  due  Execution  of  the  T  reaty.  This 
was  all  that  the  Queen  and  her  Party  wanted ;  for  no 
fooner  was  the  Heir  of  the  Crown  in  France  under  their 
Tuition,  than  immediately  they  began  to  negotiate  a 
Treaty  of  Marriage  between  him  and  the  Daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Hainault ,  direftly  contrary  to  his  Father’s 
Inftruftions;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  made  all  the  ne- 
ceflary  Difpolitions  for  invading  England ,  as  foon  as  this 
Marriage  was  brought  about q.  The  King  having  In¬ 
telligence  of  thefe  Proceedings,  fent  pofitive  Orders  to 
her  and  his  Son  to  return  Home,  and  on  their  Refufal, 
proclaimed  them  Enemies  to  the  Kingdom,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  began  to  aft  vigoroufly  againft  France ,  fend¬ 
ing  Orders  to  his  Admirals,'  to  cruize  on  the  French 
Coafts;  particularly  to  the  Conftable  of  Dover-Caftle , 
and  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  who  executed  his 
Commands  fo  effeftually,  that,  in  a  fhort  Time,  a  hun- 
derd  and  twenty  Sail  of  Ships  belonging  to  Normandy , 
were  brought  into  the  Englijh  Ports r.  This  had  fuch  an 
Effeft  upon  King  Charles ,  that,  in  Appearance  at  leaft, 
he  abandoned  his  Sifter  *  ;  though  a  French  Hiftorian  in¬ 
timates,  that  it  was  rather  occafioned  by  her  too  great 
Familiarity  with  Roger  Lord  Mortimer .  However  it 
was,  the  Queen  retired  firft  into  Guyenne ,  and  went 
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thence  with  her  Son  the  Prince  to  the  Court  of  the 
Earl  of  Hainault ,  where  fhe  openly  profecuted  her  De- 
iign  of  attacking  her  Hufoand,  in  Support  of  which 
fhe  had  formed  a  ftrong  Party  in  England .  The  King 
on  his  Side  provided  the  bed  he  could  for  his  Defence, 
which,  however,  did  not  hinder  her  landing  w7ith  three 
thoufand  Men  at  Grew  ell  in  Suffolk ,  a  little  before  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  .  An  inconfiderable  force,  in  proportion  to 
the  Defign  3  and  yet  it  is  hard  to  conceive,  how  even 
thefe  were  landed  without  the  Connivance  at  lead:  of 
fuch  as  had  the  Command  of  the  King’s  Fleet,  which 
may  with  the  greater  Reafon  be  fufpe&ed,  fince  imme¬ 
diately  after  her  Arrival,  the  Earl  of  Lancafter ,  and 
mod:  of  the  Nobility  came  in  to  her  Affiftance  3  fo  that 
the  King  finding  himfelf  deferted,  was  forced  to  retire, 
or  rather  was  compelled  to  fly  into  Wales  3  but  finding 
himfelf  abandoned  by  thofe  about  him,  he  went  on 
Board  a  fmall  Ship,  intending  to  retire  to  Ireland 3  but 
after  tolling  to  and  fro  a  whole  Week,  he  landed  again  in 
Glamor ganfnire^  where  for  fome  Time  he  lay  hid.  At 
lad:  being  difcovered,  he  was  carried  Prifoner  to  Mon- 
mouth ,  and  then  to  Kenilzvortb-Cajlle ,  belonging  to  the 
Earl  of  Lancajler ,  where  he  remained  till  his  Queen  and 
the  Counfellors  about  her,  took  a  Refolution  of  forcing 
him  to  refign  his  Crown,  which  by  Authority  of  Par¬ 
liament  was  placed  on  the  Head  of  his  Son*5.  After 
this  he  furvived  not  long,  but  being  conveyed  from 
Place  to  Place,  under  the  Cuftody  of  G our  nay  and 
Mat tr avers ,  who,  in  the  End,  brought  him  to  Berkley - 

Cajlle , 


s  Adam.  Murimuth,  vol.  ii.  p*  69.  Thom.  Vv'aIfingham>Th. 
d©  la  Moor. 


) 


Of  the  BRITONS.  183 

Cafle^  where  he  was  bafely  murdered  on  the  2 id  of 
September ,  1322,  when  he  had  reigned  twenty  Years, 
and  with  very  frnall  Ceremony  was  buried  at  Gloucejier k 
With  the  Character  of  this  Prince,  we  fliall  meddle  very 
little  ;  his  Enemies  have  left  us  Reports  enough  in  relation 
to  his  Vices,  and  we  have  alfo  fome  Accounts  of  him 
from  a  lefs  prejudiced  Pen.  As  to  Maritime  Affairs,  du¬ 
ring  his  Reign,  they  were  certainly  on  the  Decline,  as 
they  will  always  be,  when  the  State  is  difeompofed.  Yet, 
as  far  as  the  Didradions  in  his  Affairs  would  give  him 
Leave,  he  fhewed  himfelf  a  Friend  to  Trade,  and  re¬ 
markably  careful  of  Wool,  the  Staple  Commodity  of  the 
Kingdom,  as  appears  by  his  Charter  granted  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  other  authentic  Proofs  u. 

EDWARD  III.  called,  from  his  Birth-Place,  Ed¬ 
ward  of  Windfor ,  afeended  the  Throne  in  his  Father’s 
Life-time,  being  entirely  governed  by  the  Queen  his 
Mother,  and  her  Favourite  Roger  Mortimer  *,  He 
married,  Ifabella  Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Hainault , 
who  was  alfo  crowned  Queen.  In  the  Beginning  of 
his  Reign,  there  happened  many  Things  which  were 
far  from  promifing  fo  glorious  a  Government  as  after¬ 
wards  followed.  For,  firfl,  he  made  an  unfortunate  War 
againft  the  Scots  >  which  was  followed  by  a  difad  van  ta- 
gious  Treaty  ;  then  palling  over  into  France ,  he,  by  the 
Advice  of  his  Mother  and  her  Counfellors,  did  Homage  to 
Philip  Son  of  Charles  de  Valois ,  then  filling  himfelf  King, 
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to  the  Prejudice  of  his  own  Title  to  that  Crown.  We 
may  add  to  this,  the  cutting  off  his  Uncle  Edmund 
■ban  of  Rent's  Head,  for  a  pretended  Treafon,  for  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fet  his  Brother,  King  Edward ,  on  the 
Throne  again ;  though  it  was  well  known  he  was  dead. 
But,  as  by  Degrees  he  began  to  aft  according  to  his 
own  Sentiments,  he  eaffly  wiped  off  thefe  Imputations, 
due  rather  to  the  Tendernefs  of  his  Age,  than  to  any 
Fau.t  of  his  Mind.  For,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his 
,  when  the  King  himfelf  was  but  about  twenty 

Years  of  Age,  he,  at  a  Parliament  held  at  Nottingham, , 
went  in  Perfon,  and  at  the  Hazard  of  his  Life,  feized 
Mortimer  in  his  Mother’s  Bed-chamber  +,  caufed  him 
to  be  carried  to  London ,  where,  by  his  Death,  he  in 

fome  Meafure  attoned  for  the  Crimes  he  had  done  in  his 
Life-time  w. 

Henceforward,  King  Edward  ruled  like  a  great 
Pimce,  and  one  who  had  his  own  Honour  and  the  Re¬ 
putation  of  his  Kingdom  at  Heart.  He  firft  turned  his 
Arms  again  ft  the  Scots ,  who  had  done  incredible  Mif- 

CilICiS  in  ^T°rt^5  and  refolving  to  repair  the  Difhonour 
Le  had  fu {rained,  during  the  weak  Adminiftration  of  his 
Mother,  he  prepared  both  an  Army  and  a  Fleet  for  the 
Invafion  or  that  Country  j  and  though  the  latter  fuffer- 
td  grievoufly,  by  reafon  of  Storms  on  the  Scotijb  Coaft, 
whereby  moft  of  his  great  Ships  were  wrecked,  and  the 
reft  rendered  unferviceable,  yet  he  perfifted  in  his  Defign, 
m  expelling  David  Brus ,  and  reftoring  Edward  Baliol , 

which 
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which,  at  length,  with  infinite  Labour,  he  effected,  and 
received  Homage  from  the  faid  Edward,  as  his  Giand- 
father  Edward  I.  had  from  John  Baliol  ;j\  David  Brus , 

who  had  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Kingdom  of  Scot¬ 
land,  retiring  into  Frame ,  with  his  Queen,  where  they 
were  kindly  received.  In  this  Step  of  fecuring  Scotland , 
previous  to  any  Expeditions  beyond  the  Seas,  King  Ed¬ 
ward  imitated  his  Grandfather,  as  he  feems  to  have  done 
in  moll  of  his  Undertakings,  having  always  a  fpecial  Re¬ 
gard  to  the  Maintenance  of  a  flout  Fleet,  and  fecuring  to 
himfelf  the  Poffeifion,  as  well  as  Title  of  Lord  of  the 
Seas,  which  enabled  him  to  affert,  whenever  he  thought 
fit,  his  Rights  abroad,  and  effectually  fecured  him  from 
apprehending  any  Thing  from  the  Efforts  of  his  Enemies 
at  Home.  While  he  was  laying  thefe  folid  Foundations 
of  Power,  he  thought  it  not  at  all  beneath  him,  to  make 
ufe  of  fuch  temporary  Expedients  as  were  proper  to 
ferve  his  Purpofe,  and  to  enable  him  to  maintain  his 
Right  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  whenever  he  fhould 
think  fit  to  claim  it  x. 

A  s  this  War  was  of  great  Importance  to  the  Nation, 
as  well  as  to  the  King,  and  carried  our  Naval  Force  to 
a  greater  Heigth  than  ever  it  arrived  at  before,  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  enter  into  a  diftinft,  though  concife  Detail  of 
its  Caufes,  as  well  as  of  the  Circumltances  attending  it. 
Philip  the  Fair ,  King  of  France ,  left  behind  him  at  his 
Deceafe,  three  Sons,  wrho  all  fwayed  the  Scepter  of  that 
Kingdom  in  their  Turns.  The  eldeft  of  thefe,  Lewis  X. 
reigned  twenty-fix  Years,  leaving  his  Queen  big  with 
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Child,  who,  after  his  Deceafe,  brought  forth  a  Son 
called  John ;  but  the  Child  died  at  a  Week  old,  and 
Philip,  the  late  King’s  Brother,  fucceeded,  who  reign¬ 
ed  alfo  twenty-fix  Years.  On  his  Demife,  Charles  IV, 
Sur-named  the  Fair,  claimed  and  enjoyed  the  Crown 
twenty-eight  Years,  and  deceafing  in  the  Year  1328, 
left  his  Queen  Jane  pregnant,  who  was  afterwards  de¬ 
livered  of  a  Daughter  named  Blanch ,  and  immediately 
thereupon.  King  Edward  fet  up  his  Title  to  the  Suc- 
cellion,  thus.  He  acknowledged,  that  the  Salique  Law 
excluded  the  Females  ;  but  he  maintained,  that  the 
Males  defcending  from  thofe  Females,  were  not  exclud¬ 
ed  by  that  Law,  becaufe  the  Reafon  whereon  it  was 
founded  did  not  reach  them.  The  Peers  of  France , 
however,  decided  againft  him,  and  acknowledged  Philip 
de  V alois ,  Coufin  to  the  deceafed  Prince,  as  the  next 
Heir  Male,  and  feated  him  on  the  Throne.  This  was 
in  1328,  and  King  Edward  being  at  that  Time  in  no 
Condition  to  vindicate  his  Rights  by  Force,  feemed  to 
acquiefce,  and  afterwards  being  fummoned  to  do  his 
Homage  for  the  Countries  he  held  in  France ,  he  made 
no  Difficulty,  as  we  before  obferved,  of  complying,  and 
even  performed  it  in  Perfon  with  great  Magnificence  r. 

But  afterwards,  being  better  informed  as  to  the  Va¬ 
lidity  of  his  Fretenfions,  and  finding  that  foreign  Princes 
were  ready  to  abet  his  Claim,  he  refolved  to  do  him- 
felf  Jullice  by  Force  of  Arms,  in  cafe  he  could  obtain 
it  no  other  Way.  With  this  View,  he  entered  into  a 
Treaty  with  the  Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria ,  the  Earl 

/  of 


y  Mezeray  Abrege  de  Hiitoire  de  France.  voL  iii,  p.  3,— 


Of  the  BRITONS.  187 

of  Hainault ,  the  Duke  of  Brabant ,  and  other  Princes, 
and  having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  King  next  wrote  Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Pope  and  Cardinals,  fetting  forth  the  Injury 
that  was  done  him,  and  his  Refolution  to  do  himfelf  Jus¬ 
tice.  At  length,  thefe  previous  Endeavours  having  ferv- 
ed  no  other  Purpofe  than  that  of  giving  the  French 
King  Time  to  {Lengthen  himfelf,  Edward ,  by  the 
Duke  of  Brabant ,  made  his  Claim  to  the  French  Crown, 
and  fpent  the  next  Winter  in  difpofmg  all  Things  for  the 
obtaining  it  by  Force,  ilTuing  his  Orders  for  railing  a 
very  numerous  Army,  and  for  drawing  together  a  great 
Fleet ;  his  Allies,  in  like  Manner,  fending  their  Defiances 
to  the  'French  King,  and  making  great  Preparations  for 
the  fulfilling  their  Promifes  to  the  King  of  England. , 
which  nevertheless  they  did  but  flenderly  z.  And  thus 
was  this  great  .War  begun,  in  fpeaking  of  which,  we 
fliall  concern  ourfelves  no  farther  than  with  the  Naval 
Expeditions  on  both  Sides. 

The  principal  Confederate,  or  at  lealt,  the  Con¬ 
federate  of  principal  Ufe  to  him,  was  James  Artevelle y 
a  Brewer  of  Ghent  ;  for  this  Man  fo  well  feconded  the 
King’s  Endeavours,  that  he  drew  to  him  the  Hearts  of 
the  Flemings ,  whom  King  Edward  had  already  made 
fenfible  of  the  Importance  of  the  Englijh  Friendfliip,  by 
detaining  from  them  his  Wool2 3.  However,  they  durll 
not  fiiew  their  Inclinations  till  fuch  Time  as  the  King 
fent  the  Earl  of  Darby  with  a  confiderable  Force,  who 
made  themfelves  Mailers  of  the  Hie  of  Cadfant  ;  upon 

which 

\ 


2  Rob.  de  Avefbury.  Adam.  Murimuth.  &c.  3  Chroniques 
de  Flandres  par  J.  Meir.  Inventaire  gen*  de  THifi.  de  France, 

par  j,  de  Serres,  Mezeray. 


iS8  NAVAL  BISTORT 

which,  moft  of  the  great  Cities  in  Flanders  declared  a- 
gain  ft  the  French ,  and  invited  King  Edward  thither  h* 
The  French ,  however,  ftruck  the  firft  Blow  at  Sea  ; 
for,  having  under  Colour  of  fending  Relief  to  the  Chrif- 
tians  in  the  Holy-Land ,  aflembled  a  Squadron  of  large 
ohips,  they  fent  them  over  to  the  Engltfh  Coaft,  where 
they  took  and  burnt  Southampton  \  and  yet,  in  their  Re¬ 
treat,  they  loft  three  hundred  Men,  and  the  Son  of  the 
King  of  Sicily,  who  commanded  them  c ;  fo  that,  upon 
the  whole,  this  could  fcarce  be  ftiled  an  Advantage. 

In  1338,  King  Edward ,  by  the  Middle  of  July, 
drew  his  numerous  Army  down  to  the  Coaft  of  Suffolk, 
and  at  0 rewell ,  embarked  them  on  Board  a  Fleet  of 
Five  hundred  Sail,  with  which  he  palled  over  to  Antwerp . 
On  his  Arrival,  he  was  received  with  great  Joy  by  his 
Allies,  particularly  the  Emperor  Lewis ;  but  the  Suhfidies 
he  paid  them,  were  exceflive,  nor  could  he  immediately 
make  Ufe  of  their  Afliftance,  the  French  King  declining  a 
Battel d.  In  the  mean  Time,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Flem¬ 
ings  ^  he  aflumed  the  Arms  and  Title  of  King  of  France ; 
but  while  the  King  fpent  his  Time  in  Marches  and 
Counter-marches,  in  which,  however,  he  gained  fome 
Advantages  over  the  Enemy  ;  the  French ,  and  their  Allies 
the  Scots,  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief  on  the  Englijh 
Coafts  with  their  Fleet c.  The  Town  of  Hajlings  they 

deftroyed. 


b  F.  Walflngham.  Froiflard.  J.  deSerres.  Mezeray.  cThom. 
Walflngham.  The  Fling,  in  his  Letters  to  the  Pope,  takes  No¬ 
tice  of  the  Ships  being  thole  intended  for  the  Holy  Land.  (l  Con- 
tinuat.  Nic.  Trivet,  et  Adam  Murimuth.  Annal.  vol.  fi.  p. 
9v  kv alter.  Hemingford.  vol.  if.  p.  282.  Mezeray. e  Robert,  de 
Avesbury,  Hill.  Edvvardi.  iii.  p.  41.  Contin.  Nic.  Trivet,  et 
Adam.  Murimuth.  Annal.  vol.  ii.  p.  9 c.  Froiflard.  Thorn* 
Walflngham. 
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deftroyed,  alarmed  all  the  Weftern  Coaft,  burnt  Ply¬ 
mouth,  and  infulted  Brijlol*,  all  which  was  owing  to 
the  King’s  employing  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Naval 
Force  abroad,  and  the  Remainder  in  the  North,  to  awe 

,  tf 

the  Scots.  Yet  in  two  Inftances,  the  Englijh  Valour  and 
Naval  Force  appeared  with  Luftre.  A  Squadron  of 
thirteen  Sail  of  French  Ships  attacked  five  Englijh ,  who 
defended  themfelves  fo  valiantly,  that,  though  they  loft 
the  Edward  and  the  Chrijtopher ,  two  of  their  largeft 
Ships,  yet  the  other  three  efcaped,  notwithftanding  the 
Superiority  of  the  Enemy  f.  The  Mariners  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports  alfo  taking  Advantage  of  a  thick  Fog,  manned 
out  all  their  fmall  Craft,  and  ran  over  to  Bulloigne ,  where 
they  did  notable  Service,  for  they  not  only  burnt  the 
lower  Town,  Jbut  deftroyed  four  large  Ships,  nineteen 
Gallies,  and  twenty  leffer  Veflels,  which  lay  in  their 
Harbour,  and  confirmed  the  Dock  and  Arfenal,  filled 
with  Naval  Stores s.  v* 

In  1340,  King  Edward  returned  to  England ,  in  the 
Month  of  February ,  in  order  to  hold  a  Parliament,  to 
provide  for  the  Expences  of  the  War,  wherein  he  fuc- 
ceededto  the  utmoft  of  his  Expectations,  and  in  return 
for  the  Readinefs  exprelled  by  his  Subjects  to  affift  him, 
he  made  many  good  Laws,  and  granted  great  Privileges 
to  Merchants h.  After  this,  with  a  ftrong  Fleet,  he  palled 
over  into  Flanders ,  and  gave  the  French  a  terrible  Defeat 
at  Sea.  As  this  is  one  of  the  molt  remarkable  Events 


f  A  D.  1339.  f  Thom.  Walfingham  Froiflard,  Sec. 
s  Hollingfiiead  s  Chronicle,  vol.  ii.  p.  357*  h  Walter.  Heming- 
ford  vol.  ii.  p.  318,  319.  Contin.  Nic.  Trivet,  et  Adam. 
Murimuth.  Anna),  vol.  ii.  p-  96. 
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in  this  Period  of  our  Hiftory,  and  as  there  are  various 
Difcordances  in  the  Relations  thereof,  publifhed  by  mo¬ 
dern  Authors,  I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  the 
Reader  that  diftindl  and  accurate  Account  which  is  pre- 
ferved  in  Robert  of  Avefbury ,  who  lived  and  wrote  in 
thofe  Days,  and  who,  befides,  fortifies  what  he  fays,  by 
annexing  the  Account  publifhed  by  Royal  Authority, 
within  four  Days  after  this  Battel ;  which  Detail,  I  am 
the  more  inclined  to  copy,  becaufe  I  find  in  it  various 
Circumltances,  particularly  refpecling  the  King’s  Con¬ 
duct,  which  are  not  to  be  met  with  elfe where. 

cc  It  happened,  fays  my  Author,  that  on  the  Satur- 
day  Fortnight  before  the  Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptift , 
<c  the  King  was  at  Orewell ,  where  there  were  forty  Ships, 
<c  or  thereabouts,  preparing  for  his  Paflage  into  Flanders , 
where  he  was  going  to  his  Wife  and  Children,  whom 
he  had  left  in  the  City  of  Ghent ,  as  well  as  to  con- 
fer  with  his  Allies  about  the  Meafures  neceffarv  to  be 
cc  taken  for  carrying  on  the  War,  intending  to  fail  in 
two  Days  time ;  but  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
*c  fent  to  give  him  Intelligence,  that  Philip  de  Valois ,  his 
Competitor  for  the  Crown  of  France ,  having  had 
i€  Notice  of  his  intended  Paflage,  with  much  Diligence, 
<c  and  as  much  Privacy  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
<c  would  admit,  had  afiembled  a  great  Fleet  which  lay  in 
<c  the  Port  of  Sluys,  in  order  to  intercept  him:  wherefore 
he  advifed  his  Majefty  to  provide  himfelf  with  a  better 
Squadron,  left  he,  and  thofe  who  were  with  him :  Ihould 
ce  perilh.  The  King,  yielding  no  Belief  to  his  Advice,  an- 
<c  fwered,  that  he  wasrefolved  to  fail  at  all  Events.  The 
Archbifhop  quitted  upon  this  his  Seat  in  Council,  ob- 
46  tained  the  King’s  Leave  to  retire,  and  delivered  up  to 

“  him 
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him  the  Great  Seal.  His  Majefly  fent  therefore  for 
Sir  Robert  de  Mo r ley  his  Admiral,  and  one  Crabbe ,  a 
(kilful  Seaman,  and  gave  them  Orders  to  enquire  in- 
cc  to  the  Truth  of  this  Matter,  who  quickly  returned, 
and  brought  him  the  fame  News  he  had  heard  from 
“  the  Archbifhop :  upon  which  the  King  faid,  Ye 
have  agreed  with  that  Prelate  to  tell  me  this  Tale,  in 
order  to  Hop  my  Voyage;  but,  added  he  angrily,  I 

t  '  ML. 

“  will  go  without  you,  and  you  who  are  afraid  where 
46  there  is  no  Ground  of  Fear,  may  flay  here  at  Home. 

The  Admiral  and  the  Seamen  replied,  that  they 
<f  would  flake  their  Heads,  that  if  the  King  periifled 
44  in  this  Refolution,  he  and  all  who  went  with  him 
44  would  certainly  be  deflroyed  ;  however,  they  were 
44  ready  to  attend  him  even  to  certain  Death.  The 
King  having  heard  them,  fent  for  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  back,  and  with  abundance  of  kind 
44  Speeches,  prevailed  upon  him  to  receive  the  Great 
cc  Seal  again  into  his  Care ;  after  which  the  King  iffued 
44  his  Orders  to  all  the  Ports  both  in  the '  North  and 
44  South,  and  to  the  Londoners  likewife  for  Aid;  fo  that 
u  in  the  Space  of  ten  Days,  he  had  a  Navy  as  large 
<€  as  he  defired,  and  fuch  unexpeded  Re-inforcements 
of  Archers  and  Men  at  Arms,  that  he  was  forced  to 
fend  many  of  them  Home;  and  with  this  Equipage 
he  arrived  before  the  Haven  of  Sluys ,  on  the  Feaft  of 
<c  St.  John  the  Baptift .  The  Englijh  perceiving  on 
“  their  Approach,  that  the  French  Ships  were  linked  to- 
“  gether  with  Chains,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
“  them  to  break  their  Line  of  Battel,  retired  a  little  and 
“  ftood  back  to  Sea.  The  French  deceived  by  this 
“  Feint,  broke  their  Order,  and  purfued  the  Englifi 7, 

who 
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who  they  thought  fled  before  them.  But  thefe  ha- 
“  ving  gained  the  Sun  and  Wind  tacked,  and  fell  upon 
“  them  with  fuch  Fury,  that  they  quickly  broke,  and 
“  totally  defeated  them ;  fo  that  upwards  of  thirty  thou- 
cc  fand  French  were  flain  upon  the  Spot,  of  whom 
Numbers  through  Fear  jumped  of  their  own  Ac¬ 
cord  into  the  Sea,  and  were  miferably  drowned : 
two  hunered  great  Ships  were  taken,  in  one  of  which 
€G  only  there  were  four  hundred  dead  Bodies.  The  Day 
“  after  this  Victory  was  gained,  it  wds  publiihed  at 
*c  London ,  by  the  Voice  of  the  People,  which  is  faid  to 
<c  be  the  Voice  of  God;  but  though  the  Rumour 
thereof,  through  the  Diftance  of  Places,  was  uncer-* 
tc  tain,  yet  on  the  Wednefday  following,  the  King’s  el- 
<c  deft  Son  had  perfedi  Intelligence  thereof  at  Waltham , 
as  appears  by  the  following  authentic  Account,”  That 
is  the  Narrative  by  Authority  publiihed  as  before  men¬ 
tioned  by  Prince  Edward  K 
W e  have  alfo  many  remarkable  Particulars  in  relation 
to  this  Battel  in  other  Writers.  The  Lord  Cobham 
was  firft  fent  by  the  King  to  view  the  French  Fleet, 
which  he  found  drawn  up  in  Line  of  Battel,  and  ha¬ 
ving  given  the  King  an  Account  of  the  vaft  Number 
and  great  Force  of  their  Ships,  that  brave  Prince  an- 
iwered,  well,  by  the  Afliftance  of  God  and  St.  George , 
I  will  now  revenge  all  the  Wrongs  I  have  received. 
Fie  ordered  the  Battel  himfelf,  diredung  his  Ships  to  be 
drawn  up  in  two  Lines,  the  firft  confiding  of  Veflels  of 
the  greateft  Force  fo  ranged,  th^t  between  two  Ships  filled 
with  Archers,  there  was  one  wherein  were  Men  at 

Arms. 

i  .  '  > 
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Arms  ;  the  Ships  in  the  Wings  being  alfo  manned  with 
Archers.  The  fecond  Line  he  ufed  as  a  Referve,  and 
fent  from  thence  Supplies  as  they  became  necelTary.  The 
Battel  lafted  from  eight  in  the  Morning  till  feven  at 
Night,  and,  even  after  this,  there  was  a  fecond  Difpute; 
for  thirty  French  Ships  endeavouring  to  efcape  in  the 
Dark,  the  Englijh  attacked  them  under  the  Command 
of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon ,  and  took  the  James  of 
Diep,  and  l'unk  feveral  others.  The  King  behaved  with 
equal  Courage  and  Conduit  throughout  the  whole 
Fight,  giving  his  Orders  in  Perfon,  and  moving  as  Qcca- 
fion  required  from  Place  to  Place.  The  French  Fleet, 
fome  Authors  fay,  had  three,  others,  four  Diviilons, 
one  of  which  confifted  of  the  Genoefe  Ships.  They  were 
extremely  well  provided  with  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
and  abundance  of  Machines  for  throwing  Stones,  with 
which  they  did  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief;  but  they  were' 
lefs  dextrous  in  managing  their  Ships  than  the  Englijh: 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  one  great  Caufe  of  their 
Defeat.  The  Vidtory,  however,  coft  the  Englijh  a  great 
deal  of  Blood,  for  a  large  Ship  and  a  Gaily  belonging  to 
Hull,  were  funk  with  all  on  Board  by  a  Volley  of 
Stones ;  and  in  a  great  Ship  belonging  to  the  King’s 
Wardrobe,  there  were  but  two  Men  and  a  Woman 
that  efcaped.  In  all,  the  Englijh  !oit  about  four  thoufand 
Men,  and  amongft  them  the  following  Knights,  Sir 
Thomas  Monthermer ,  Sir  Thomas  Latimer,  Sir  John 
Boteler,  and  Sir  Thomas  Poining r  k. 
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The  Account  the  French  Writers  give  us  of  this 
Battel,  contains  likewife  fome  remarkable  Paffages:  they 
tell  us,  that  there  was  a  great  Diflention  amongft  their 
chief  Commanders The  French  had  two  Admirals, 
Sir  Hugh  §>uieret  and  Sir  Peter  Baluchet.  The  for¬ 
mer  would  have  come  out  and  fought,  but  the  latter 
was  for  fighting  in  the  Haven;  and  perfifting  in  this  O- 
pinion,  he  detained  the  Ships  fo  long  in  the  Port,  that 
at  laft  they  could  not  get  out.  As  for  the  Genoefe,  they 
were  under  an  Admiral  of  their  own,  whofe  Name  was 
Barbarini ,  who  with  his  Squadron  flood  out  to  Sea 
as  foon  as  the  Englijh  approached,  and  behaved  very 
bravely,  carrying  off  a  Part  of  his  Squadron,  which  was 
all  that  efcaped.  Sir  Hugh  Quieret  was  killed  in  the 
Engagement,  and  Sir  Peter  Bahuchet  was  hanged  at  the 
Yard-Arm  for  his  ill  Conduct”.  To  take  as  much  as 
may  be  from  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh ,  thefe  Writers 
report,  that  the  Victory  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  Flem¬ 
ings,  who  joined  the  Englijh  Fleet  a  little  before  the 
Battel  began :  and  they  likewife  magnify  the  Lofs  which 
the  Englijh  received,  computing  it  at  ten  thoufand  Men ; 
adding  alfo,  that  King  Philip  was  wounded  in  the 
Thigh  n.  On  the  whole  it  appears  to  have  been  a  veiy 
hard-fought  Battel,  and  the  Victory  feems  entirely  due 
to  the  Skill  and  Courage  of  the  Englijh  Sailors,  who 
were  more  adroit  in  working  their  Ships,  as  the  Men  at 
Arms  were  more  ready  in  boarding  than  the  French, 
and  the  Archers  alfo  did  excellent  Service.  King  Edward 


*  Mezeray,  vol.  iii.  p.  3-  P- Daniek  Hit  de  la  Milice. 
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kept  the  Sea  three  Days  to  put  his  Vidlory  out  of  Dif- 
pute,  and  then  landing  his  Forces  marched  to  Ghent ,  in 
order  to  join  his  Confederates  °. 

The  French  King  adted  now  on  the  Defenfive,  put¬ 
ting  Garrifons  into  all  his  ftrong  Places,  that  whatever 
the  Englijh  and  their  Allies  won  might  colt  them  dear  *. 
Hereupon  King  Edward  with  a  very  numerous  Army  in¬ 
verted  Tour  nay,  from  which  Siege  he  fent  King  Philip  a 
Challenge,  offering  to  decide  their  Quarrel,  either  by  a 
Angle  Combat  between  themfelves,  or  of  a  hundred  a- 
gainft  a  like  Number,  which  King  Philip  refufed  for 
two  Reafons  $  becaufe  the  Letters  were  nddrelied  to 
Philip  ae  Valois ,  and  therefore,  feemed  not  to  concern 
him ;  as  a*fo  becaule  King  Edward  flaked  nothing  of 
his  own,  and  yet  required  Philip  to  hazard  his  all.  Both 
thefe  Letters  are  preferved  in  one  of  our  old  Hiftorians  p. 
At  laft,  after  the  Siege  had  continued  three  Months, 
King  Edward  perceiving  that  his  foreign  Auxiliaries 
daily  dropped  away,  while  the  French  King’s  Army 
of  Obfervation  became  ftronger  and  ftronger,  he  was 
content  to  make  a  Truce  for  fome  Months,  which  was 
afterwards  renewed,  and  then  returned  to  England s, 
having  got  a  great  deal  of  Honour  by  his  Naval  Victo- 
ry,  and  no  lefs  Experience  by  his  Difappointment  be¬ 
fore  Four  nay,  which  convinced  him  that,  in  all  foreign 
Confederacies,  an  Englijh  Monarch  is  no  farther  conli- 

O  2  dered 
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dered  than  for  the  Sake  of  his  Treafure^  with  which  he 
is  fure  to  part,  though  without  any  Certainty  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  proper  Return. 

But  if  thefe  foreign  Expeditions  exceffively  harafled 
the  Nation,  and  coft  immenfe  Sums  of  Money,  yet  it 
muff  be  owned,  that  King  Edward  had  always  an  Eye 
to  his  Subjects  Welfare,  and  was  very  attentive  to  what¬ 
ever  might  promote  their  Commerce.  He  had  from 
the  Beginning  of  his  Reign  made  feveral  good  Laws  for 
the  Regulation  of  Trade,  and  for  preferving  to  the  Na¬ 
tion  the  Benefit  of  their  Wool ;  but  now  his  long  Re- 
fidence  in  Flanders  haying  given  him  an  Opportunity  of 
obferving  the  great  Profits  made  by  the  Flemijh  Manu¬ 
facturers,  who  then  wrought  up  almoft  all  that  Commo¬ 
dity  he  wifely  contrived  to  draw  over  great  Numbers  of 
them  hither,  by  infilling  on  the  Difficulties  they  la¬ 
boured  under  at  Home,  where  their  Country  was  the 
Seat  of  War,  and  the  great  Advantages  they  might  reap 
by  tranfporting  themfelves  into  England ,  where  he  was 
ready  to  afford  them  all  the  Encouragement  they  could 
defire  :  and  from  his  Endeavours  in  this  ReipeCh, 
fprung  that  great  Manufacture  which  has  been  fince  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fuch  mighty  Advantages  to  the  Englijh  Na¬ 
tion  r.  Yet,  in  other  RefpeCts,  the  King  difcovered  Se¬ 
verity  enough  in  his  Temper,  by  difplacing  and  im- 
prifoning  moft  of  his  great  Officers,  and  obftinately  per¬ 
iling  in  levying  vaft  Sums  to  be  lavi&ed  away  in  ufe- 
lefs  Confederacies,  and  a  fruitlefs  Prolecution  of  his 

Claim  to  the  French  Crown.  But  it  is  Time  to 

return 
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return  from  thefe  Reflections,  however  natural,  to  the 
Bufinefs  of  this  Treatife. 

I 

In  the  Year  1342,  the  War  was  renewed,  on  account 
of  the  contefted  Succellion  to  the  Dutchy  of  Britany , 
King  Edward  fupporting  the  Caufe  of  John  de  Mont - 
ford ,  who  was  owned  by  the  Nobility  againft  Charles 
de  Blois ,  declared  Duke  by  the  French  King,  who  was 
his  Uncle.  On  this  Occafion  a  confiderable  Body  of 
Englijb  Troops  was  lent  over  into  that  Dutchy  under 
the  Command  of  Sir  Walter  de  Mannie ,  who  performed 
many  gallant  Exploits  both  by  Land  and  Sea,  though 
to  no  great  Purpofe  ;  the  French  King  having  it  al¬ 
ways  in  his  Power  to  pour  in  as  many  French  Troops 
as  he  pleafed,  fo  that  the  Party  of  Charles  de  Blois  pre¬ 
vailed,  though  againft  right,'  and  the  Inclination  of  thofe 
who  were  to  be  his  Subjects  s.  King  Edvaard  on  Ad¬ 
vice  thereof,  fent  over  a  new  Succour  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Earls  of  Northampton  and  Devonjhire. 

The  French  King  having  Notice  of  the  intended 
Supply,  fent  Lewis  of  Spain  who  commanded  his 
Fleet  made  up  of  Ships  hired  of  different  Nations,  di¬ 
recting  that  it  fhould  lie  near  the  Bland  of  Guernfey ,  in 
order  to  intercept  the  Englijh  Squadron  in  its  Pailage. 
This  Fleet  confifted  of  two  and  thirty  Sail,  of  which 
nine  were  very  large  Ships,  and  three  flout  Gallies; 
and  on  Board  them  were  three  thoufand  Genoefe ,  and  a 
thoufand  Men  at  Arms  commanded  under  the  Admiral 
by  Sir  Car  ok  Grimaldi ,  and  Antonio  Doria .  The  En- 

O  3  gli/h 
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gtifJ)  Fleet  con  lifted  of  ordinary  Tranfports,  about  for¬ 
ty-live  Sail  in  all,  having  on  Board  five  hundred  Men  at 
Arms,  and  a  thoufand  Archers,  under  the  Command 
of  the  Earls  of  Northampton  and  Devonjbire.  The 
French  Squadron  attacked  them  unexpectedly  at  Sea, 
about  four  in  the  Afternoon,  and  the  Fight  continued 
till  Night,  when  they  were  feparated  by  a  Storm.  The 
French  and  Genoefe  kept  the  Sea,  their  Vefiels  being  large, 
with  four  or  five  Prizes  ;  but  the  reft  of  the  Englijh 
Fleet  keeping  clofe  to  the  Shore,  found  Means  to  land 
the  Forces  on  Board,  who  Ihortly  after  took  the  City 
of  Vanned  and  performed  other  nGtable  Services  h  To- 
wards  Winter  the  King  paffed  over  with  a  great  Army 
into  Britany ,  and  belieged  three  principal  Places  at  once, 
yet  without  Succefs ;  for  the  Duke  of  Normandy ,  the 
French  King's  eldeft  Son,  coming  with  a  great  Army 
to  their  Relief,  a  Treaty  followed,  which  ended  in  a 
Ceffation  of  Hoftilities  for  three  Years;  which,  however, 
was  but  indifferently  kept,  notwithftanding  the  Pope  in- 
terpofed  as  far  as  he  was  able,  in  order  to  have  fettled 
an  effectual  Peace  \ 

In  1345,  the  War  being  already  broke  out  again 
with  France ,  the  King  determined  to  fail  over  to  Flan¬ 
ders^  in  order  to  accomplifh  his  great  Defign  of  fixing 
that  Country  firmly  to  his  Intereft,  either,  by  obliging 

the 


t  Holinglheaa’s  Chronicle,  vol.  ii.  p.  363.  .  We  finu  the 
Continuation  of  Trivet’s  Annals  cited  there  in  Support^  of 
thefe  Fads ;  yet  we  meet  with  nothing  relating  to  this  Mat¬ 
ter,  in  the  Continuation  publiftied  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  An¬ 
thony  Hall,  at  Oxford,  1724.  u  Walt.  Heming ford,  vol.  ii. 
p.  3^9.  Contin.  Nic.  Trivet.  Anna!,  vol.  ii.  p.  97.  Froiftkvd, 
Thom.  Walfingham,  Chronic,  Godftovian, 
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the  Earl  to  fwear  Fealty  to  him  as  his  Sovereign,  or  elfe  to 
deprive  him  of  his  Dominions.  While  therefore  he  lay 
in  the  Harbour  of  Sluys,  a  Council  was  held  of  his  prin¬ 
cipal  Friends  in  Flanders ,  on  Board  his  great  Ship  the 
Catharine .  At  this  Council  affilted  James  d’  Art eri He  the 
Brewer,  who  by  the  Strength  of  his  natural  Eloquence 
ruled  all  the  Netherlands ,  and  ruined  himfelf  by  giving 
into  the  King’s  Projedt.  He,  when  his  Countrymen  the 
Flemings  demanded  a  Month’s  Time  to  confider  of  the 
Propofiticns  that  had  been  made  to  them,  undertook* 
that  all  Things  fhouid  go  to  the  King’s  With  ;  yet  find¬ 
ing  a  great  Fadlion  raifed  againft  him,  by  one  Gerard 
Dennis  a  Weaver,  he  accepted  of  a  Guard  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  Welchmen  from  the  King.  This,  however,  proved 
of  little  Signification  ;  for  in  a  fudden  Tumult  of  the 
People ,  a  Cobier  fnatching  up  an  Ax,  beat  out  his 
Brains.  The  King  was  ftill  at  Sluys  with  his  Fleet  when 
this  Accident  happened,  at  which,  though  he  was  much 
moved,  yet  he  was  forced  to  diflemble  his  Refentment, 
and  to  accept  of  the  Excufes  made  him  by  the  Cities  of 

.  i 

Flanders w.  Yet,  attributing  all  this  to  the  Arts  of  the 
French ,  he  refolved  once  again  to  attempt  the  Conqueft 
of  that  Kingdom,  and  to  employ  therein  the  utmoft 
Force  of  his  own.  Our  Hiftorians  give  us  a  very  co¬ 
pious  Account  of  this  War;  there  is,  confequently,  the 
lefs  Need  that  I  fhouid  infill  upon  it  here :  I  will 
therefore  content  myfelf  with  giving  a  fuccindl  Detail 
of  the  Englifh  Force  employed  in  this  Expedition,  and 
'a  more  particular  Recital  of  what  was  remarkable  in  the 


w  Hiftoire  de  France,  vol.  i.  p.  497,  498.  Mezeray,  vol.  iik 
p.  23.  Speed,  Stowe,  Holinglhead. 
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Siege  of  Calais.,  which,  as  it  was  in  part  formed  by  a 
Naval  Force,  fails  more  immediately  under  the  Subject 
of  this  Treatife. 

In  the  midft  of  the  Summer  of  the  Year  1346,  the 
King  drew  his  Navy,  confining  of  a  thoufand  Ships  to 
Portfmouth ,  and  fhortly  after  arrived  at  Southampton 
with  his  Army,  compofcd  of  2500  Horfe,  and  30,000 
Foot.  Thefe  he  quickly  embarked,  the  Fleet  failing 
thither  for  that  Purpofe,  and  on  the  fourth  of  June  he 
put  to  Sea,  intending  to  have  landed  in  Guyenne ;  but 
being  driven  back  by  a  Storm  on  the  Coaft  of  Corn- 
wall ,  and,  the  French  Writers  fay,  put  back  thither  a  fe- 
cond  Time  ;  he  at  lafb  determined  to  make  a  Defcent  on 
Normandy ,  where  at  la  Hogue  he  fafely  debarked  his 
Forces,  and  began  very  fuccefsfully  to  employ  them  in 
reducing  the  ftrongeft  Cities  in  the  Neighbourhood ;  af¬ 
ter  which  he  fpread  Fire  and  Sword  on  every  Side,  even 
to  the  very  Gates  of  Paris .  The  French  King  pro¬ 
voked  at  fo  difmal  a  Sight,  as  well  as  v/ith  the  News 
that  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  with  the  Englijh  Fleet  de¬ 
ll  roved  all  the  Coaft,  almoft  without  Refinance,  he  re- 
folved,  contrary  to  his  ufual  Policy,  to  hazard  a  Battel, 
which  he  accordingly  did  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Augujly 
and  received  that  remarkable  Defeat,  which  will  immor¬ 
talize  the  little  Town  of  CreJJy .  Of  this  Vidlory  I 

chufe  to  fay  nothing,  fince  my  Subject  will  not  allow 
me  to  fay  of  it  what  I  could  wifli  x.  It  was  fo  entire 
that  for  the  prefer. t  it  left  the  King  without  Enemies, 

and 
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and  fo  much  the  Effetfs  of  true  Courage,  that  though 
Philip  had  quickly  after  an  Army  of  150,000  Men  on 
Foot,  yet  he  had  no  Stomach  to  fight  again.  After  this 
Vidory,  the  King,  on  the  laft  Day  of  Augujt  J,  appeared 
before  Calais,  and  formed  a  Siege,  which  lafted  eleven 
Months,  and  which,  if  we  had  Leifure  to  dilate  on  all 

the  Circumftances  attending  it,  would  appear  little  in- 

* 

ferior  to  the  fabulous  Siege  of  Troy,  or  the  Redu&ion  of 
Tyre  by  Alexander  the  Great .  The  King  knew  that  he 
•was  to  reduce  a  Place  rtrong  by  Nature  and  Art,  well 
fupplied  with  Ammunition  and  Provifions,  furnifhed 
with  a  numerous  Garrifon,  full  of  Expectation  of  Re¬ 
lief  from  King  Philip ,  with  his  mighty  Army  before- 
mentioned.  Thefe  Difficulties,  inftead  of  difeouraging 
Edward ,  inflamed  him  with  a  Defire  of  overcoming 
them.  He  inverted  the  Place  regularly  by  Land,  fortified 
his  Lines  rtrongly,  and  within  them  eredted,  as  Froijfard 
a  contemporary  Writer  tells  us,  a  kind  of  Town  for  the 
Conveniency  of  his  Soldiers,  wherein  were  not  only 
Magazines  of  all  Sorts  for  the  Service  of  the  War,  but 
vaft  Warehoufes  alfo  of  Wool  and  Cloth  for  fupplying 
the  Sinews  of  War,  by  a  conftant  'Trade  at  two  fettled 
Markets;  his  Troops  all  the  while  being  exadtly  paid, 
and  doing  their  Duty  chearfully.  As  for  the  Fleet  which 
blocked  it  up  at  Sea,  it  confided  of  feven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  Sail,  on  board  of  which  were  14,956  Ma¬ 
riners.  Of  thefe  Ships^  feven  hundred  Sail  belonged  to 
his  own  Subjedts,  and  thirty-eight  to  Foreigners,  fo  that 
there  feems  to  be  no  Reafon  for  putting  us  on  a  Par 

with 
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with  our  Neighbours  for  hiring  Ships,  iince  it  is  as  evi¬ 
dent  that  we  were  then  able  to  fit  out  great  Fleets  from 
our  own  Ports,  as  that  our  Enemies  were  able  to  do 
nothing  but  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Genoefe,  and  other 
Foreigners.  The  French  King  made  fome  Shew  of  re¬ 
lieving  this  Place,  by  approaching  within  Sight  of  Calais , 
at  the  Head  of  a  mighty  Army,  the  Lois  of  which  he 
was  determined  however,  not  to  venture.  The  Garrifon 
of  Calais ,  and  the  Citizens,  feeing  themfelves  thus  deceiv¬ 
ed,  had  no  other  Remedy  left,  than  to  fubmit  themfelves 
to  the  Mercy  of  a  provoked  Conqueror,  which  in  the 
molt  abjedt  Manner  they  fought,  and  were,  at  the  Queen’s 
entreaty,  fpared.  Thus  ended  this  glorious  Siege,  where¬ 
in  the  Englijh  Monarch  triumphed  over  his  Enemy  by 
Land  and  Sea,  carrying  his  own,  and  the  Nation’s  Fame, 
to  the  utmoft  Height,  and  forcing  even  his  Enemies  to 
acknowledge,  that  nothing  could  equal  the  Courage  and 
Conduct  of  himfelf  and  his  renowned  Son,  the  Black 
Prince,  but' the  Courtefy  and  Generofity  of  their  Beha¬ 
viour  r. 

The  King  having  carried  his  Point  in  taking  Calais, 
was  content,  at  the  earned:  Intreaty  of  the  Pope,  to 
make  a  T ruce  for  a  Year  ;  and  the  firft  Ufe  the  French 
made  of  this,  was,  to  attempt  recovering  by  Fraud, 
what  they  knew  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  by  Force. 
The  King  had  bellowed  the  Government  of  Calais  on 
Aymeri  de  Pavia,  and  him,  fome  French  Noblemen 
perfuaded  to  accept  of  twenty  thoufand  Crowns,  and 

to 
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to  deliver  up  this  important  Place z.  King  Edward  be¬ 
ing  informed  of  the  Defign,  palled  with  great  Secrecy 
from  Dover  to  Calais ,  with  three  hundred  Men  at  Arms, 
and  fix  hundred  Archers,  and  being  received  by  Night 
into  the  Forts,  he  was  ready  to  repulfe  the  French  Troops 
under  the  Command  of  the  Count  de  Charny,  who  came 
with  twelve  hundred  Men  to  furprize  the  Place.  The 
Combat  was  long  and  doubtful ;  but  at  lalt  it  ended  in 
the  total  Defeat  of  the  French ,  who,  inftead  of  taking 
the  Place,  were  all  either  killed  or  taken  Priloners.  The 
King  and  Prince  Edward  were  both  in  the  Battel,  and 
both  in  fome  Danger ;  efpecially  the  King,  who  at  length 
took  Sir  Eujlace  de  Ribaumont ,  the  Knight  with  whom 
he  fought,  Prifoner  +,  and  rewarded  him  for  his  Valour 
with  a  rich  Bracelet  of  Pearl2  3  j  and  thus,  as  Robert  de 

Jlvejbury  remarks,  the  Deceit  of  the  Deceivers  proved 

\  J 

fatal  to  themfelves b. 

I  n  the  Month  of  November ,  1349,  a  Squadron  of 
Spanifb  Ships  pafled  fuddenly  up  the  Garronne ,  and  find¬ 
ing  many  Englijh  Vefiels  at  Bourdeax ,  laden  with  Wine, 
they  cruelly  murdered  all  the  EngliJJ)  Seamen,  and  car¬ 
ried  off  the  Ships,  though  in  Time  of  Peace.  King 
Edward  having  Intelligence  that  a  Squadron  of  Spanijh 
Ships,  richly  laden,  were  on  the  Point  of  returning 
from  Flanders ,  he  drew  together  at  Sandwich ,  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  fifty  Sail,  on  board  which  he  embarked  in  Per- 
fon,  about  Midfummer  having  with  him  the  Prince 
of  WaleSy  the  Earls  of  Lancajler ,  Northampton ,  War¬ 
wick 


2 Mezeray,  vol.  iii.  p.  3 1 .  J.  de  Serres,  P.  Daniel,  f  A,  D. 
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1 mcK  Saltfbury ,  Huntingdon ,  Arundel ,  and  Gloucejler , 
with  maty  other  Perfonsof  Diftindtion.  They  met  with 
the  Fleet,  on  the  Coaft  near  Winchelfea ,  which 

con  lifted  of  forty-four  very  large  Ships,  ftiled  Carracks. 
They  were,  out  of  Comparifon,  larger  and  ftronger 
than  the  Engli/h  Veffels,  and  yet  the  latter  attacked  them 
with  great  Boldnefs.  The  Spaniards  defended  them- 
ielves  refolutely,  and  chofe  at  laft  Death,  rather  than 
Captivity,  refufing  Quarter  though  it  was  offered  them. 
T  wen ty- four  of  thefe  great  Ships  laden  with  Cloth  and 
other  valuable  Goods,  were  taken  and  brought  into  the 
Englijh  Harbours,  and  the  reft  efcaped  by  a  fpeedy  Flight. 
T o  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  this  Victory,  the  King 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  reprefented  on  a  Gold  Coin,  Hand¬ 
ing  in  the  midft  of  a  Ship  with  his  Sword  drawn,  think¬ 
ing  it  an  Honour  to  have  his  Name  tranfmitted  to  Pof- 
terity,  as.  The  Avenger  of  Merchants0. 

It  would  be  befide  our  Purpofe,  to  record  all  the 
gloiious  expeditions  of  this  Reign,  which  would  require 
a  Volume  to  do  tnem  right.  In  order  to  connedl  fuch 
Paffages  as  fall  properly  under  our  Pen,  we  fhali  oblerve, 
that  on  the  Death  of  Philip  the  French  King,  his  Son 
j  c.on  fucceeded  in  the  Throne,  wTho  in  the  beginning 
of  his  Reign,  bellowed  the  Dutchy  of  Aquitaine ,  upon 
the  Dauphin ,  which  fo  provoked  King  Edward ,  that 
he  gave  it,  with  the  like  7  itle,  to  his  Son  the  Prince, 
and  lent  him  with  a  fmall  Army  of  Veteran  Troops  to 
maintain  his  Title .  With  thefe  Forces^  on  the  19th  of 

September 3 
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September  1356,  he  won  the  famous  Battel  of  P  cithers  y 
wherein  he  took  the  King  of  France ,  and  his  youngeffc 
Son  Philip  Prifoners,  and  with  them,  the  Flower  of 
the  French  Nobility,  with  whom,  towards  the  Clofe  of 
the  Year,  he  landed  in  Triumph  at  Plymouth ;  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  London ,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  utmoft  Refpedt  by  the  Citizens,  having  at  their 
Head,  Henry  Picard ,  then  Lord-Mayor,  who  afterwards 
entertained  the  King’s  of  England ,  France ,  Scotland ,  and 

Cyprus ,  at  Dinner d. 

The  taking  of  their  King  brought  the  French  Af¬ 
fairs  into  great  D'forder,  which  was  increafed  through 
their  own  Diflent.ons,  and  occafioned  luch  a  Fluctua¬ 
tion  in  their  Councils,  that  King  Edzvard ,  believing  him¬ 
self  ill  dealt  with  in  the  Negotiations  they  had  fet  on 
Foot  for  the  Deliverance  of  their  King,  refolved  to  quick¬ 
en  them,  by  invading  France ,  with  a  more  potent  Army 
than  hitherto  he  had  employed  againft  tnem ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  embarked  at  Sandwich ,  on  the  24th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1359,  on  board  a  Fleet  of  eleven  hundred  Sail,  and 
the  next  Day  landed  his  Army  on  Calais  Sands,  con- 
lifting  of  near  a  hundred  thoufand  Men.  T  Dauphin j 
with  a  great  Army,  kept  about  Paris ,  but  could  not  be 
drawn  to  a  Battel,  which  though  it  loll  him  feme  Re¬ 
putation,,  yet  it  certainly  preferved  France,  for  King 
Edzvard  perceiving  that,  though  he  was  able  to  take 
their  greateft  Cities,  and  to  plunder  their  richeft  Pro¬ 
vinces,  yet  it  was  by  no  means  in  his  Power  to  prefer ve 

his 
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his  Conquefts,  refolved  to  put  an  End  to  fo  defhucTve 
a  Difpute ;  which,  though  it  raifed  his  Glory,  ferved 
only  to.  ruin  two  great  Nations,  and  with  this  generous 
View,  concluded  the  Peace  of  Bretigny,  fo  called  from 
its  being  figned  at  that  Place,  May  8,  1360.  By  thi 
1  rcaty.  King  Edward,  for  himfelf  and  Succeffors,  re¬ 
nounced  his  Title  to  the  Kingdom  of  France,  the 
.Dutcby  of  Normandy,  and  many  other  Countries ;  the 

!£mh'  on  tIie  otller  Side>  giving  up  to  him  all  Aqui- 
tauie,  with  many  Countries  depending  thereupon,  as 

alfo  the  Town  and  Lordfoip  0f  Calais,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Territory  thereto  adjoining e.  By  this  Treaty, 
King  John  obtained  his  Liberty,  and  was  conveyed  in 
an  Englijh  Fleet  to  Calais,  in  the  Month  of  July  fol. 
lowing.  King  Edward,  who  was  in  England,  at  the 
Time  the  French  King  went  away,  palled  alfo  over 
to  Calais  in  the  Month  of  October,  where,  upon  the 
24th,  the  Treaty  was  folemnly  ratified,  after  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  Divine  Service,  and  the  Kings  mutually 
embracing,  put  an  End  to  all  their  Differences :  John 
proceeding  from  thence  to  Paris,  and  King  Edward 
returning  on  board  his  Fleet  to  England  f. 

This  Peace  lafted  as  long  as  the  French  King  lived, 
who,  in  1364,  came  over  into  England  again,  under 
Pretence  of  treating  with  King  Edward,  but  in  reality 
out  of  refpeft  to  an  Englijh  Lady,  and  died  here  foon 
after  his  Arrival.  His  Son,  the  Dauphin,  fucceeded 
him,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  V.  Sur-named  The  Wife, 
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snd  from  the  Inftant  he  mounted  the  Throne,  projected 
jhe  Breach  of  the  late  Treaty,  and  the  depriving  King 
Edward  of  the  Advantages  ftipulated  to  him  thereby, 
which  has  been  always  a  great  Point  in  French  Wifdom  h. 
The  War,  however,  did  not  break  out  till  the  Year  1369. 
The  Pretence  then  made  ufe  of  by  the  French ,  was, 
that  the  Prince  of  IWales  had  raifed  fome  illegal  Taxes 
in  his  French  Dominions,  on  which,  the  Nobility  of 
thole  Provinces  were  excited  to  complain  to  the  Ft  each 
King,  and  to  demand  Redrefs,  as  from  their  Sovereign 
Lord.  The  French  Hiftorians  themfelves,  admit,  that 
this  was  mere  Pretence,  and  that  King  Charles  had  fe- 
cretly  difpofed  all  Things  for  expelling  the  Englijb  out 
of  France ,  and  when  his  Mines  were  ready,  direded  the 
Count  de  Armagnac,  and  others  of  Prince  Edward’s 
Barons,  to  fpring  them,  by  prefenting  their  Petition ;  up- 
no  which,  he  fummoned  the  Prince  of  Whies  to  anfwer 
•  before  his  Court  of  Peers,  at  Paris .  This  was  a  di- 
red  Breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Bretigny,  whereby  the 
Provinces  in  queftion  were  abfolutely  yielded  to  the  King 
of  England.  The  Prince,  on  receiving  this  Summons, 
declared,  that  he  would  come  to  Paris  with  his  Helmet 
on  his  Head,  and  60,000  Men  to  witnefs  his  Appear¬ 
ance.  The  French  King,  who  expeded  fuch  a  Return, 
immediately  decreed,  that  the  Territories  of  the  King 
of  England  in  France,  were  forfeited  for  this  Contempt, 
of  which  Decree  he  gave  King  Edward  Notice,  by  fo 

contemptible  a  Moflenger  as  a  Scuhion  .  To  fuch  an 

Ad 
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Aft  as  this,  he  was  prompted  by  the  Confidence  he  had 
in  a  Scheme  of  his  own,  for  invading  and  deilroying 
England.  In  order  to  this,  he  had  been  for  fome  Years 
purchafing  Ships  all  over  Europe ,  fo  that  at  length  he 
completed  a  prodigious  Fleet,  on  board  of  which  he  was 
preparing  to  embark  a  numerous  Army,  when  he  had 
Advice,  that  the  Duke  of  Lancaster ,  and  the  Earl  of 
Warwick ,  with  a  very  confiderable  Body  of  Englijh 
Forces  were  landed  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Calais , 
and  in  full  March  towards  him.  This  obliged  him  to 
abandon  his  Defign,  and  to  make  Ufe  of  his  Forces  to 
defend  his  own  Country,  which  they  performed  but 
indifferently,  though  they  were  lucky  in  another  Re- 
fpeft,  for  the  Count  de  St.  Pol  difappointed  a  Defign 
the  Duke  of  Lancajler  had  formed,  of  burning  the 
whole  French  Fleet  in  the  Port  of  Harfleur  \ 

King  Edward  in  the  mean  Time,  conceiving  him - 
felf  entirely  freed  from  his  Stipulations  in  the  Treaty 
concluded  with  King  John,  refumed  the  Title  of  King 
of  France ,  and  having  received  great  Supplies  of  Money 
from  his  Parliament,  made  mighty  Preparations  for 
invading  France,  and  for  the  prefent,  feveral  Squa¬ 
drons  were  fent  to  Sea  to  cruize  upon  the  Enemy  f . 
One  of  thefe,  on  the  Coaft  of  Flanders ,  took  five  and 
twenty  Sail  of  Ships  laden  with  Salt k.  Thefe  Ships 
were  commanded  by  one  John  Peter  Jon,  and  having 

brought 
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brought  this  Cargo  from  Rochelle ,  thought  to  fnew  their 
Bravery  by  attacking  the  Earl  of  Hereford  with  his 
fmall  Squadron,  and  fo  drew  upon  themfelves  this  Mis¬ 
fortune.  The  fame  Year  the  French  formed  the  Siege 
of  Rochelle ,  the  News  of  which  gave  King  Edward  '* 
great  Difquiet  ;  he  therefore  ordered  the  Earl  of  Pern* 
broke,  a  young  Nobleman  of  great  Courage,  to  fail  with 
a  Squadron  of  forty  Ships,  and  fuch  Forces  as  could  be 
drawn  together  on  a  fudden  to  its  Relief1.  Henry 
King  of  Caflile  having  Notice  of  this  Embarkation, 
and  fearing,  if  the  Engltjh  fuccceded,  that  they  would 
again  deprive  him  of  his  Kingdom,  which  was  claimed  by 
the  Duke  of  Lancafer  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  fitted  out 
a  flout  Fleet,  confifting  of  forty  Sail  of  great  Ships, 
and  thirteen  tight  Frigates,  which  well  manned,  under 
the  Command  of  four  experienced  Sea-Officers,  he  fent 
to  cruize  before  the  Entrance  of  the  Port  of  Rochelle , 
in  order  to  fall  upon  the  Englijb  Fleet m.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke  arriving  on  Midfummer- Eve  before  Rochelle , 
engaged  this  Fleet,  but  with  indifferent  Succefs,  the 
Spaniards  having  Ships  of  War,  and  he  only  Traniports; 
however,  being  parted  in  the  Night,  he  loll  only  two 
Store-Ships.  The  next  Day  he  renewed  the  Fight, 
wherein  he  was  totally  defeated,  all  his  Ships  being  ta¬ 
ken  or  funk,  and  himfelf  taken,  and  fent  Prifoner  into 
Spain.  On  Board  one  of  his  Ships  were  twenty  thou- 
fand  Marks  in  ready  Money,  which  were  to  have  been 
employed  in  raffing  Forces,  but  by  this  Accident  went 
to  the  Bottom  of  the  Sea.  French  Writers  pretend  that 
Voi-L  P  ‘  the 
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the  befieged  were  not  difpleafed  with  this  Misfortune  ’ 
which  befell  the  Englijh ,  and  as  a  Proof  of  this  alledge, 
that  they  gave  them  no  Afiiftancej  the  contrary  of 
which  appears  from  our  Authors,  who  give  us  a  Lift 
of  the  Rochellers  who  perifhed  in  this  Fight". 

This  Lofs  was  attended  with  that  of  Rochelle ,  and 
the  greateft  Part  of  Poidfou^  which  fo  raifed  the  Spirits 
of  the  French ,  that  they  befieged  the  ftrong  City  of 
Touars ,  which  they  brought  to  a  Capitulation  on  thefe 
Terms,  that  if  by  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  they  were 
not  relieved  by  King  Edward ,  or  one  of  his  Sons,  then 
the  Place,  with  all  its  Dependencies,  fhould  be  rendered 
into  the  Hands  of  the  French .  The  principal  Perfon 
employed  by  the  French  in  this  Expedition,  was  one 
Sir  John  Evans .  a  Native  of  Wales ,  who  had  forfaken 
his  Country  through  fome  Difcontent.  This  Man  was 
an  excellent  Officer  both  by  Land  and  Sea,  and  w7as 
now  recalled  from  the  Ifiand  of  Guernfey ,  upon  which 
he  had  made  a  Defcent,  and  had  almoft  reduced  the 
Place,  to  perform  the  like^ Service  in  Poiftou  °.  I  men¬ 
tion  this  to  {hew, that  the  French  began  now  to  have  fome 
Power  at  Sea,  which  is  the  natural  Confequence  of  their 
maintaining  a  lingering  War  with  us.  King  Edward  had 
all  this  Time  been  preparing  a  ftout  Fleet,  in  order  to 
tranfport  his  Army  to  Calais .  But  now  having  Intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  Terms  on  which  the  City  of  Touars  had 
capitulated,  he  refolved  to  employ  his  Forces  and  his 
Fleet  for  its  Relief.  With  this  View  he  embarked  a 

confi- 
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confiderable  Body  of  Troops  on  Board  a  Fleet  of  four 

IP 

hundred  Sail ;  and  to  fhew  the  earned  Defire  he  had  of 
faving  fo  important  a  Place,  he  went  in  Perfon  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales ,  the  Duke  of  Lancajler ,  the  Earl  of 
Cambridge ,  all  three  his  Sons,  and  many  of  his  Nobi¬ 
lity,  but  to  no  Purpofe  *  :  for  embarking  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Augujl ,  the  Fleet  was  fo  toiled  by  contrary 
Winds,  that,  after  continuing  at  Sea  about  nine  Weeks, 
the  King  found  himfelf  obliged  to  return  to  England , 
where  as  foon  as  he  landed,  he  difmiiTed  his  Army,  by 
which  untoward  Accident  Touars  was  loft  p.  From 
this  Inftance  it  is  apparent,  that,  notwithstanding  the  ut- 
moft  Care  and  Diligence  in  fitting  out  Fleets,  and  in 
Spite  of  all  the  Courage  and  Conduct  of  the  mod  ac- 
complifhed  Commanders,  Expeditions  of  this  kind  may 
eafiiy  failj  and  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  Confluence  gene¬ 
rally  is  the  fame  which  fell  out  here,  the  People  mur¬ 
mured  at  the  vaft  Expence,  and  began  to  fugged,  that 
now  the  King  grew  old,  his  Fortune  failed  him. 

The  King,  notwithstanding  thefe  repeated  Difap- 
pointments  dill  kept  up  his  Spirits,  and  refolded  to  make 
the  utmoft  Effort  for  reftoring  his  Affairs  in  France  ; 
but  being  now  grown  far  in  Years,  and  withal  much 
worn  with  Fatigue,  he  contented  himfelf  with  fending  the 
Duke  of  Lancajler  with  a  great  Fleet,  and  a  good  Ar¬ 
my  on  Board,  to  Calais  f.  The  French  Writers,  and  in¬ 
deed  mod  of  our  Hiftorians,  fay  that  it  confided  of  thirty 

^  2  thou  land 
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thoufand  Men;  but  Froijfard ,  who  lived  in  thofe Times, 
and  knew  very  well  what  he  wrote,  affirms,  they  were 
but  thirteen  thoufand,  viz.  three  thoufand  Men  at  Arms, 
and  ten  thoufand  Archers.  They  might,  indeed,  be  in- 
creafed  after  their  Arrival,  and  probably  they  were  fo. 
At  the  Head  of  thefe  Forces  the  Duke  of  Lane  after 
palled  through  the  Heart  of  France  to  Bourdeaux ,  in 
Spite  of  all  the  Oppolition  the  French  could  give  him, 
who  made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  harafs  him  all  they  could  in 
his  March,  though  they  were  determined  not  to  fight q. 
Thus  far  the  Expedition  was  glorious,  but  in  the  latter 
End  of  it,  the  Army  by  continual  Fatigue  began  to  di- 
minilh,  and  the  Duke  of  Lancajler  was  glad  to  con¬ 
clude  a  Truce,  which  was  prolonged  from  Time  to 
Time,  fo  long  as  the  King  lived.  In  thefe  laft  Days 
of  his  Life  he  grew  feeble  in  Body  and  Mind,  and  was 
governed  in  a  great  IMeufure  by  a  IVIillrefs  and  her  Fa¬ 
vourites.  His  glorious  Son,  the  Black  Prince ,  lingered 
alfo  for  feveral  Years  with  a  Dropfy,  and  Complication 
of  Diftempers;  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  wrong 
Turn  the  Englift. >  Affairs  took  in  France,  if  we  confi- 
der  the  Advantage  the  French  then  had,  in  the  Art  and 
Cunning  of  Charles  V.  who  was  certainly  one  of  the 
ableft  Princes  that  ever  fat  upon  their  Throne.  In  all 
Probability  the  Senfe  King  Edward  had  of  this  great 
Change  in  his  Affairs,  and  his  Forefight  of  the  Mife- 
ries  that  would  attend  a  Minority  in  fuch  trouble- 

fome  Times  might  poffibly  haften  his  Death,  which 

happened 
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happened  on  the  twenty-firft  of  June  I377>  *n  thefifty- 
iirft  Year  of  his  Reign  r. 

I  n  the  Courfe  of  this  Reign  we  have  taken  Notice 
of  the  great  Jealoufy  the  King  exprefled  for  his  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  the  Sea  $  but  if  we  had  mentioned  every  In- 
ftance  thereof,  it  would  have  fwelled  the  Account  of 
this  Reign  beyond  all  Bounds :  fome  fpecial  Cafes,  how¬ 
ever,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  touch  here.  In  the  Peace 
made  by  him  with  King  John,  wherein  Edwaid  re¬ 
nounced  all  Title  to  Normandy ,  he  exprefly  referved  all 
the  Iflands  dependant  thereupon,  that  he  might  preferve 
his  Jurifdittion  at  Sea  entire  s.  In  his  Commiflions  to 
Admirals  and  inferior  Officers,  he  frequently  ftiles  him- 
felf  Sovereign  of  the  Englijh  Seas,  aflerting,  that  he  de¬ 
rived  this  Title  from  his  Progenitors,  and  deducing  from 
thence  the  Grounds  of  his  Inftru&ions,  and  of  the  Au¬ 
thority  committed  to  them  by  thefe  Delegations His 
Parliaments  likewife,  in  the  Preambles  to  their  Bills,  take 
Notice  of  this  Point,  and  that  it  was  a  Thing  notorious 
to  foreign  Nations,  that  the  King  of  England  in  Right 
of  his  Crown  was  Sovereign  of  the  Seas u.  He  was  al- 
fo,  as  we  have  before  fliewn,  very  attentive  to  Trade, 
and  remarkably  careful  of  EngliJJ)  Wool,  the  Staple  of 
which  he  managed  with  fuch  Addrefs,  that  he  long 
held  the  principal  Cities  of  Flanders  attached  to  his  Inte- 
reft,  contrary  to  the  Duty  they  owed  to  their  Earl, 
whom  he  more  than  once  engaged  them  to  expel  Yet 

P  3  for 


r  Contin.  Nic.  Trivet.  &  Adam.  Murimuth.  Annal.  vol.  ii. 
p.  138.  Thom.  Walfingham,  Spaed,  Barnes  in  his  Hiftory  of 
this  Prince.  s  Thom.  Walfmgham.  ad  xxxiv.  Edvardi  ill. 
t  Roc.  Scotise,  x  Ed.  III.  Membran.  16.  u  Rat.  Pari.  4,6. 
Ed.JHLnum.  20.  w  Mezeray,  vol.  iii.  p.  86. 


2I4  NAVAL  HISTORY 

for  all  this,  his  Conduct  in  the  Jaft  Years  of  his  Life  was 
fatal  to  the  Naval  Power  of  this  Nation  ;  for  by  long 
Wars  and  frequent  Embargoes,  he  mightily  injured 
Commerce ;  while  on  the  other  Hand,  the  French  King 

v  as  ^is  w^e  affiduous  in  his  Endeavours  to  create 
a  Maritime  Force  in  his  Dominions,  in- which  he  fo  far 
fucceeded,  that  he  became  this  Way  a  formidably  Ene- 
m)  to  the  Englijb  x,  as  will  be  feen  in  our  Account  of 
the  next  Reign.  But  before  I  part  with  this,  I  mud: 
taxe  Notice,  tnat  not  only  the  State  was  exceedingly  ex- 
haufted  by  the  King’s  French  Wars,  but  that  Prince  him- 
felf  alfo  driven  to  fuch  Neceffities,  that  he  thrice  pawn¬ 
ed  his  Crown,  firft  in  the  feventeenth  Year  of  his 
Reign  beyond  the  Seas 7 ;  again  in  the  twenty-fourth,  to 
Sir  John  Wefenham  his  Merchant  and  again  in  the 
thirtieth  of  his  Reign  to  the  fame  Perfon,  in  who fe 
Hands  it  then  lay  eight  Years,  through  the  King’s  Ina¬ 
bility  to  redeem  it a :  neither  is  this  a  flight  Report,  or  a 
Story  taken  from  private  Memoirs,  but  appears  in  our 
Records,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  a  Caution  to  all  fuc- 
ceeding  Mcnarchs,  not  to  lay  too  great  a  Strefs  on  their 
foreign  Expectations,  which,  though  fometimes  they 
feem  honourable  in  appearance,  have  been  always  in 
EfteCt  ruinous  to  their  Predecefiors. 

FIG  HARD  II.  from  the  Place  where  he  was 
born,  filled  Richard  of  Bourdeaux ,  the  Son  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Black  Prince ,  fucceeded  his  Grandfather  in  the 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom  with  general  Satisfaction,  though  he  was  then 
but  eleven  Years  old.  He  was  crowned  with  great  So¬ 
lemnity,  and  being  too  young  to  govern  himfelf,  the 
Adminidration  naturally  devolved  upon  his  Uncles,  pai- 
ticularly  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lane  ajl  ci ,  then  ftLcd 
King  of  Cojtile  and  Lem  b.  While  the  great  Men  in 
England  were  employed  in  adjufting  their  Interefts,  and 
getting  good  Places,  the  French  King’s  Fleet,  confiding 
of  fifty  Sail  of  llout  Ships,  under  the  Command  of  Ad¬ 
miral  de  Vienne ,  landed  in  Suffix  a  confiderable  Body  of 
Troops,  by  whom  the  Town  of  Rye  was  burnt.  This 
was  in  the  latter  End  of  June ,  within  fix  Days  after  King 
Edward9 s  Deceafe,  of  which  the  French  having  Notice, 
they  thence  took  Courage  to  attempt  greater  Things.  On 
the  twenty  -firft  of  Augujl  they  landed  in  the  I  fie  of 
Wight ,  pillaged  and  burnt  mod  of  the  Villages  therein, 
and  exa&ed  a  thousand  Pounds  of  the  Inhabitants  for 
not  burning  the  red ;  and  afterwards  palling  along  the 
Coaft,  they  landed  from  Time  to  Time,  and  dedroyed 
Portfmouth ,  Dartmouth ,  and  Plymouth ,  to  the  great  Dif- 
honour  of  the  Lords  about  the  young  King,  who  were 
fo  much  employed  in  taking  Care  of  themfelves,  that 
they  had  little  Concern  for  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  ; 
fo  that,  if  private  Perfons  had  not  interpofed,  Matters 
had  dill  gone  worfe,  for  though  Sir  John  Arundel  drove  the 
French  from  Southampton  with  Lofs :  yet  they  burnt 
Ha  flings,  and  attempted  Winchelfea ,  which  was  defend¬ 
ed  by  the  Abbot  of  Battel  At  Lewes  they  beat  the  Prior 
with  fuch  Troops  as  he  had  drawn  together,  and  ha- 
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ving  killed  about  a  hundred  Men,  not  without  confide- 
rable  Lois  on  their  Side,  re-embarked  their  Forces,  and 
returned  Home  c. 

In  fome  Meafure  to  wipe  off  the  Shame  of  thefe  Mif- 
aaventures,  a  confiderable  Fleet  was  fent  to  Sea,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Buckingham^  who  had 
with  him  many  gallant  Officers,  and  who  intended  to 
have  intercepted  the  Spanifh  Fleet  in  their  Voyage  to 
Slays j  with  which  View  he  twice  put  to  Sea,  and  was 
as  often  forced  into  Port  by  contrary  Winds,  fo  that  his 
Project  came  to  nothing d.  The  Duke  o k  Lancajler,  on 
a  Promife  to  defend  the  Nation  a  gain  ft  all  Enemies  for 
one  \  ear,  got  into  his  Hands  a  Subfidy  granted  by  Par^ 
liament,  yet  he  executed  his  Truft  fo  indifferently,  that 
one  Mercer ,  a  Scotch  Privateer,  with  a  fmall  Squadron, 
earned  away  feveral  Veffels  from  under  the  Walls  of 
Sc  arbor  ougk-Caftle ,  and  afterwards  adding  feveral  French 
and  Spanifh  Ships  to  his  Fleet,  began  to  grow  very  for¬ 
midable,  and  greatly  difturbed  the  Englijh  Commerce  e. 

In  Times  of  publick  Diftradlion,  private  Virtues  are 
commonly  mo  ft  confpicuous.  There  was  now  one 
Alderman  John  Philpot  of  London ,  who  with  great 
Wealth,  and  a  fair  Reputation,  had  a  very  high  Spirit, 
and  could  hardly  digeft  the  Affronts  daily  done  to  his 
Country,  by  the  French  Admirals,  and  the  Scotch  Py- 
rates.  This  Man,  at  his  own  Expence,  fitted  out  a 
flout  Squadron,  on  Board  which  embarked  a  thoufand 
Men  at  Arms,  and  then  went  in  Queft  of  Mercer , 
whofe  Fleet,  Superior  in  Force,  and  flufhed  with  Victory, 

he 
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he  engaged,  and  totally  defeated,  taking  not  only  his 
Ships  with  all  the  Booty  on  board  them,  but  alfo  fifteen 
Spantjb  Veffels,  richly  laden,  which  a  little  before  had 
joyned  Mercer ,  befides  all  the  Prizes  he  had  carried  from 
Scarborough.  For  this  glorious  Aft,  Alderman  Pbilpot, 
according  to  the  ftrange  Policy  of  thofe  Times,  was  call* 
ed  before  the  Council,  and  queftioned  for  tnus  manning 
a  Squadron  without  legal  Authority  ;  but  he  anfwered  the 
Earl  of  Stafford  fo  wifely,  and  juftified  himfelf  fo  fully, 
that  the  Lords  were  content  to  difmifs  with  Thanks, 
a  Man  who fe  Virtues  were  more  illuftrious  than  their 

Titles f.  1 

But,  as  there  could  be  no  Dependance  on  thefe  ex¬ 
traordinary  Remedies,  the  Parliament  provided  in  fome 
Meafure  for  the  Security  of  Navigation,  by  the  Impo- 
fition  of  certain  Duties,  The  very  learned  Sir  Robert 
Cotton  fays,  thefe  Impofitions  were  by  Strength  of  Pre¬ 
rogative  only  s,  the  contrary  of  which  appears  clearly  by 
the  Record,  which  is  ftill  extant.  But,  before  we  fpeak 
of  thefe,  which  in  their  own  Nature  are  the  ftrongeft 
Proofs  of  our  Sovereignty  at  Sea,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
obferve  what  former  Kings  had  done  in  this  Refpedh.  In 
King  John's  Time,  as  we  find  it  recited,  of  Record  in 
fubfequent  Reigns,  the  Town  of  JVinchelfea  was  enjoy  li¬ 
ed,  in  the  16th  Year  of  his  Reign,  to  provide  ten  good 
and  large  Ships  for  the  King’s  Service,  in  P oiclou  h ;  at 
another  Time,  twenty :  Dunwich ,  and  Ipfwich ,  being 
to  find  five  each,  and  other  Ports  in  Proportion,  all  at 

their 
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their  own  Expence  *.  Edward  I.  had  from  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  a  T wentieth,  and  afterwards,  a  Seventh  of  their 
Commodities  k  ;  he  impofed  a  Cuftom  of  a  Noble  upon 
every  Sack  of  Woo! ',  which  in  his  Son’s  Time  was 
doubled.  In  Edward  lid’s  Time,  we  find,  that  the  Sea 
Ports  were  for  twelve  Years  charged  to  fet  out  Ships 
provided  with  Ammunition  and  Provifion,  fometimes 
for  one  Month,  fometimes  for  four  ;  the  Number  of 
hhij.s,  mote  or  Jels,  accoiding  as  Occafion  required 
Edward  III.  heightened  the  Subfidy  upon  Wool,  to  fix 
and  forty  Shillings  and  four  Pence  a  Sack n,  being  feven 
Times  the  firlt  Impofition.  As  for  Ships,  he  enjoyned 
the  Sea-Ports  frequently  to  attend  him  with  all  their 
Strength  °.  In  the  13th  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  obliged 
the  Cinque-Ports  to  fet  out  thirty  Ships,  half  at  his 
Coil,  and  half  at  theirs  ;  the  Out-Ports  furnilhing  four- 
fcore  Ships,  and  the  Traders  of  London  being  command¬ 
ed  to  furnifh  snips  or  War  at  tneir  own  Expence  K 
Complaint  being  made,  on  Account  of  thefe  Hardfhips* 
to  Parliament  %  no  other  Anfwer  could  be  had,  than 
that  the  King  would  not  permit  Things  to  be  otherwife 
than  they  were  before  his  Time  r ;  that  is,  would  not 
permit  his  Prerogative  to  be  diminifned.  By  thefe 
Methods,  he  raifed  his  Cuftoms  in  the  Port  of  London , 

to 
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to  a  Thoufand  Marks  per  Month  s.  Thefe  were  cer¬ 
tainly  Hardfhips,  and  Hardfhips  that  would  not  have 
been  borne  under  any  other  Pretence.  But  now,  under 
the  Minority  of  King  Richard  II.  when  Things  could 
not  be  carried  with  fo  high  a  Hand,  and  yet  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  maintaining  a  conftant  Squadron  at  Sea  for  the 
Security  of  the  Coafts  was  apparent,  a  new  Order  was 
taken,  equally  agreeable  to  Juftice  and  Reafon,  for 
impofing  certain  Duties  on  all  Ships  failing  in  the 
North  Seas,  that  is,  from  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of 
! Thames  Northwards.  Thefe  Duties  were  to  be  levied 
not  only  on  Merchants,  but  on  Fifhermen,  and  of  thole 
belonging  to  foreign  Nations,  as  well  as  of  Englijh 
Subjects.  It  confifted  in  paying  6  d.  per  Ton,  and  only 
fuch  Veflels  were  excufed  as  were  bound  from  Flanders 

■r  i  v->  _  ,  i 

to  London  with  Merchandize,  or  from  London  to  Calais 
with  Wool  and  Hides.  Fifhermen,  particularly  fuch  as 
were  employed  in  the  Herring-Fifhery,  were  to  pay  6  d. 
per  Ton  every  Week,  other  Fifhermen  alike  Duty  every 
three  Weeks.  Ships  employed  in  the  Coal-Trade  to 
Nezvcajfley  once  in  three  Months.  Merchant- men  fail¬ 
ing  to  PruJJia ,  Norway ,  or  Sweden ,  alike  Duty  ;  and 
for  the  collecting  thefe  Impofitions,  fix  armed  Veflels 
were  to  be  employed.  As  for  the  Authority  by  which 
this  was  done,  it  will  belt  appear  by  the  Title  of  the 
Record,  which  runs  thus.  This  is  the  Ordinance  and 
Grant  by  Advice  of  the  Merchants  of  London,  and  of 
other  Merchants  to  the  North,  by  the  A fieri t  of  all  the 
Commons  in  Parliament,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
find  the  Mayor  of  London,  for  the  Guard  and  Tuition 
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of  the  Sea  and  Ccafs ,  under  tie  JurifdiRion  of  the  Ai- 
xniral  of  the  North  Seas,  &c . 1  This,  as  I  obferved  before 
is  the  cleareft  Proof  that  our  Sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  in 
thofe  Days,  was  admited  by  all  Nations,  otherwife  this 
Ordinance  would  not  haven  fubmitted  to ;  about  which 
it  appears  there  there  was  no  Doubt,  fince  fo  fmall  a 
Force  was  appointed  to  colledl  it. 

In  1370,  the  Paris  of  Arundel  and  Salifbury  pa/led 
with  confiderable  Forces  into  France ,  where  being  able 
to  perform  little,  they  in  their  Return  were  attacked  at 
Sea  by  a  Spanifh  Squadron.  Part  of  the  Englijh  Fleet 
feems  not  to  have  engaged  ;  and  my  Author  charges 
Philip  and  Peter  Courtney ,  who  commanded  the  Ships 
that  fought,  with  Temerity.  However  it  was,  they 
both  behaved  very  gallantly  ;  and  Philip  efcaped,  though 
much  wounded.  As  for  Peter ,  he  was  taken  with  a 
few  of  his  Men,  who  were  never  heard  of  afterwards ; 
and  as  there  perifhed  in  this  Fight  abundance  of  Devon -  0 

fire  and  Somerfetjbive  Gentlemen,  it  wTas  looked  upon  as 
a  very  great  Misfortune u.  It  was,  however,  followed 
with  a  greater :  the  Duke  of  Lancajler ,  with  a  very 
numerous  Army,  and  a  very  potent  Fleet,  failed  to  the 
Afiillance  of  the  Duke  of  Bretagjce^  about  Mid  hummer, 
and  having  fpent  near  a  Month  in  a  fruitlefs  Siege  of 
the  Town  of  St.  Malo^  which  he  miffed  taking  by  his 
own  Negligence  and  ill  Condudf,  he  returned  to  Eng*  \ 
land  with  little  Reputation  to  himfelf  3  the  Enemy  in 
the  mean  I  ime  having  fpoiled  the  Coalls  of  Cornwall'*.  • 

The 
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*jP  g  Enemies  of  the  French  Couit  n3.tu.13.Hy  applied 
themfelves  for  Affiifance  to  England ,  and  itddom  filled, 
of  obtaining  it,  though  it  was  not  o(ten  that  either  we, 
or  they  were  Gainers  by  it  in  tne  End.  1  he  King  of 
Navarre,  who  had  {hewn  him! elf  a  outer  Enemy  to 
the  Houfe  of  Valois,  and  who  hitherto  had  had  but  in¬ 
different  Succefs,  in  a  great  Variety  of  Intrigues  and  En- 
terorizes  into  which  he  had  entered,  at  laft  addrehed 
himfelf  to  King  Richard ,  and  offered  to  put  the  Fortrefs 
of  Cherburg  in  Normandy,  into  his  Hands  ;  which  was 
accepted,  and  with  fome  Difficulty  obtained,  in  the 
Month  of  October,  1379.  In  the  latter  End  of  the 
fame  Year,  Sir  John  Arundel  going  with  a  confiderable 
Reinforcement  to  Bretagne ,  was  Shipwrecked,  part  of 
his  Squadron  being  driven  on  the  Coafts  of  Ireland ,  fome 
on  the  Welch  Shore,  and  others  into  Cornwall ,  fo  that 
himfelf,  and  a  thoufand  Men  at  Arms,  periflied  :  this 
Lofs  occafioned  the  calling  of  a  Parliament.  The  next 
Year,  however,  new  Supplies  were  fent,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Buckingham ,  Sir  Robert  Kn oily s, 
and  Sir  Hugh  Calverley ,  to  Calais,  and  from  thence 
paffed  through  the  Heart  of  France  into  Bretagne ,  where 
the  Duke  employed  them  in  the  Siege  of  Nantes ,  a 
City  which  refufed  to  acknowledge  him  ;  and  taking 
very  little  Care  to  fupply  them  with  Neceflaries,  they 
were  by  'Degrees  reduced  to  luch  Mifery,  that  the  Englijh 
Soldiers  were  glad  to  return  in  fmall  Companies  through 
France,  not  in  a  hoihile  Way,  but  begging  their  Bread, 
which  ought  to  have  put  an  End  to  all  thefe  inconfiderate 
Expeditions,  that  Served  only  to  v/afte  tne  Strength  of 

the  Nation,  and  to  expofe  us  to  Foreigners  5  for  in  the 

mean 
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mean  Time  the  French  Gallies  burnt  Gravefend,  and 
plundered  the  KentiJI)  Goaft x. 

13%3*  a  new  kind  of  War  broke  out,  which 
though  inconsiderable  in  its  Confequences,  ought  not  to' 
be  pafled  in  Silence.  There  was  at  this  Time,  a  Schifm 

“  the  Church  of  Rome-  Urban  IV.  was  owned  in  that 
City,  and  Clement  VII.  was  acknowledged  for  Pope  at 
Avignion.  The  feveral  Princes  of  Europe,  confulted 
their  Intereft  in  the  Choice  they  made  of  thefe  Pontiffs, 
ttnd  as  the  French  had  owned  Clement ,  the  Endijh  grew 
very  warm  on  ■„«  Bohalf  of  Wo„.  He  HfJ.  Z 
ferve  his  own  Intereft,  and  to  heighten  their  Zeal,  pro¬ 
claims  a  Croifade  againft  his  Opponents,  and  conftitutes 
Henry  Nevil,  Bifhop  of  Norwich ,  his  General  in  Eng¬ 
land.  This  Prelate  was  of  a  fit  Character  for  fuch  an 
Enterprize,  having  a  high  Spirit,  a  refolute  Courage, 
and  a  very  intriguing  Genius.  He  knowing  that  the 
Flemings  were  then  in  Arms  againft  their  Earl,  and  that 
they  were  naturally  inclined  to  the  Engli/h,  refolved  to 
make  Use  of  his  Commiffion,  to  over-run,  if  poffible,  that 
Country.  Palling  over  with  this  View  to  Calais,  he 
there  fuddenly  aflcmbled  fifty  Thoufand  Foot,  and  two 
Thoufand  Horfe,  with  which,  and  a  good  Fleet  attend- 
m§>  E'  fuddenly  fell  into  Flanders,  where  he  cut  to 
I  ieces  a  Body  of  twelve  Thoufand  Aden  belonging  to 
the  Earl,  took  Dunkirk,  Graveling,  Mardyke,  and  other 
Places,  and  at  length  befieged  Tpres ;  his  Fleet  proceed¬ 
ing  with  like  good  F  ortune  at  Sea.  But  the  French  King 

marching 
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marching  with  a  great  Army  into  Flanders ,  and  the 
Flemings  beginning  to  /all  olF,  the  Bi/hop  of  Norwich 
was  glad  to  retire,  and  to  return  with  a  Handful  of  Men 
into  England.  The  next  Year  the  French  fitted  out  fe- 
veral  Squadrons  to  infeft  the  Englijh  Coaft,  in  which  ^ 
they  were  but  too  fuccefsful,  while  our  inteftinc  Di- 
vifions  hindred  us  from  taking  that  due  Care  of  our 
Affairs,  which  our  great  Strength  at  Sea  enabled  us  to 
have  done.  Yet  the  Inhabitants  of  Portfmouth ,  to 
{hew  the  martial  Spirit  of  this  Nation  was  not  quite 
extinguifhed,  fitted  out  a  Squadron  at  their  own  Ex¬ 
pence,  which  engaging  the  French  with  equal  Force, 
took  every  Ship,  and  flew  all  but  nine  Perfons  on  Board 
them,  performing  alfo  other  gallant  Exploits  before  they 
returned  into  Port A 

The  French  King,  Charles  VI.  was  in  the  Year 
1 385,  perfuaded  to  revive  his  Father’s  Projeft,  of  inva¬ 
ding  England ,  in  order  to  compel  the  Englijh  to  aban¬ 
don  the  few  Places  they  itill  held  in  France.  With 
this  View,  he,  at  a  mighty  Expence,  purchafed  Ships 
in  different  Parts  of  Europe ,  and  by  Degrees  drew  together 
a  prodigious  Number ;  an  Author  of  Credit  who  lived 
in  thofe  Times,  fays,  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-feven 
Sail,  info  much  that,  if  it  had  been  necelfary,  they  might 
have  made  a  Bridge  from  Calais  to  Dover  z.  On  the  other 
Eland,  King  Richard  prepared  a  numerous  Army,  and 
alfo  a  powerful  Navy  :  yet,  after  all,  there  was  no  great 
Matter  done  3  for  the  French  King’s  Uncles,  the  Dukes 

of 
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of  Berry  and  Burgundy  fell  at  Variance  upon  this  Head* 
and  the  Defign  was  fo  long  protrafted*  that  at  laft  they 
were  obliged  to  lay  it  afide  for  that  Year a.  Mezeray  feems 
to  attribute  this  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  b ;  but  Father 
Daniel  a^ciikes  it  to  the  Duke  of  Berry  c.  However,  it 
was  not  entirely  given  over,  but  rather  deferred  till  the 
next  Year,  when  the  French  failed  a  fecond  Time, 
partly  through  the  Treachery  of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne , 
and  partly  through  the  Cowardice  of  Admiral  de  Vienne . 
This  Man  had  oeen  fent  with  a  F  leet  of  lixty  Shios  to 
Scotland)  in  order  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
Country,  to  make  a  Diverfion ;  but  he  behaved  there 
Tery  indifferently,  for  he  declined  fighting  the  Englijh* 
when  they  deflroyed  all  the  Country  before  them,  and 
entered  into  an  Amour  with  a  Princefs  of  the  Royal 
Blood,  which,  fays  Mezeray,  the  barbarous  Scots  y  being 
Strangers  to  the  French  Gallantry,  took  amifs,  and  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  leave  their  Country  very  abruptly.  On  his 
Return,  he  reported  the  Englijh  Army  to  confift  of  ten 
Thoufand  Horfe,  and  a  hundred  Thoufand  Foot,  which 
flruck  the  French  with  Terror.  As  for  the  Duke  of 
Bretagne ,  he  clapped  up  the  Conftable  of  France  in 
Prifon,  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  Forces  that 
were  to  be  tranlported  in  this  mighty  Fleet}  which  new 
Difappointment  fruftrated  the  whole  Defign.  Father 
Daniel  is  juft  enough  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  the  Duke,  by  this  Aft  of  Treachery,  did  the 
Englijh  or  the  French  moft  Service  5  fince,  if  this  Defign 

had 
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had  mifcarried,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Nobility  of 
'France^  who  were  embarked  therein,  mull  have  necef- 
farily  perifhed.  As  it  was  a  very  great  Pait  oi  this 
huge  Fleet  in  failing  from  the  Haven  of  Sluys,  were  dri¬ 
ven  on  the  Englijh  Coaft  and  taken  ;  and  the  Year  be¬ 
fore  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Nottingham. ,  with  the 
Englijh  Fleet,  had  attacked  a  great  Number  of  French , 
Spanijh  and  Flemijh  Merchant-Men,  and,  having  beat 
their  Convoy,  took  upwards  of  a  hundred  Sail.  Thus 
this  wild  Scheme  ended  in  the  Delfrudtion  of  the  Naval 
Power  of  France ,  which  as  it  is  in  itfelf  unnatural,  fo 
when  ever  it  receives  a  confiderable  Check,  his  very 
hard  to  be  reftored  again,  as  Father  Daniel  tacitly  ac¬ 
knowledges  $  for  he  owns,  that  during  the  Remainder 
of  the  Reign  of  Charles  VI.  as  alfo  during  that  of 
Charles  VIE  which  takes  in  upwards  of  half  a  Century, 
they  attempted  little  or  nothing  by  Sea,  and  not  much 
in  the  fucceeding  fifty  Years d. 

The  Expedition  of  the  Duke  of  Lancajler  into 
Spain  deferves  to  be  mentioned  in  a  Work  of  this  Na¬ 
ture  ;  for  though  it  be  true  that  it  did  not  concern  the 
Kingdom  of  England ,  yet  as  the  whole  Naval  Strength 
of  the  Nation  was  employed  therein,  and  as  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Englijh  Arms  was  fpread  thereby  all  over 
Europe ,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit  it.  The 
Duke’s  Title  was  in  reality  a  very  good  one:  he  claimed 
in  Right  of  his  fecond  Wife  Conjlantia ,  who  was  the 
Daughter  of  Peter  the  cruel  King  of  Cajlile ,  whereas 
the  Pofleflor  of  that  Crown  was  of  a  Ballard-Line.  The 
King  of  Portugal  w7as  likewife  in  his  Intereft,  and  fent 
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into  England  feven  Gallies  and  eighteen  Ships,  to  join 
the  Duke’s  Fleet,  which  was  a  long  Time  in  preparing. 
At  length,  about  Midfummer  1386,  he  embarked  with 
twenty  thoufand  Men,  and  the  Flower  of  the  Englijh 
Nobility,  bimfelf  commanding  the  Army,  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas  Piercy  the  Fleet.  The  firft  Exploit  they  performed 
was  the  relieving  Brejl ,  at  that  Time  befieged  by  the 
French ,  whereby  the  Duke  gained  great  Reputation  5  af¬ 
ter  which,  embarking  again  with  frefh  Provifions  and 
fome  Recruits,  they  arrived  at  the  Groin  on  the  ninth 
of  Augujl ,  and  there  fafely  landed  their  Forces6.  The 
King  of  Portugal  behaved  like  a  good  Ally,  and  many 
of  the  Spanijh  Nobility  acknowledged  the  Duke  for  their 
King.  Yet  the  Beginning  of  the  War  was  not  attended 
with  much  Succefs,  great  Sicknefs  wafting  the  Englijh 
Army,  and  through  the  Precautions  of  John  King  of  Ca- 
Jtile ,  the  Country  was  fo  deftroyed,  that  a  Famine  enfued, 
which  proved  alfo  of  very  ill  Confequence  to  the  Duke’s 
Affairs.  By  Degrees,  however,  the  Soldiers  recovered 
their  Health,  and  the  Duke,  who  had  himfelf  endured  a 
(harp  Fever  refumed  his  Spirits,  and  continued  the  War 
with  better  Fortune.  John  King  of  Cajlile^  feeing  his 
Dominions  deftroyed,  and  the  French ,  who  had  promi¬ 
sed  him  great  Succours  was  very  flow  in  performing, 
wifely  entered  into  a  Negotiation,  which  quickly  ended 
*ln  a  Peace f.  By  this  Treaty  King  John  paid  the  Duke 
about  feventy  thoufand  Pounds  for  the  Expences  of  the 
War,  and  afligned  him  and  his  Dutchefs  an  Annuity 
of  ten  thoufand  Pounds :  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  the 

Duke 
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Duke  married  Henry  Prince  of  AJlurias ,  King  John's 
Heir,  and  the  Duke’s  fecond  Daughter,  efpoufed  the 
King  of  Portugal.  After  this  Agreement  made,  the 
Duke  with  the  Remains  of  his  Army,  which  an  emi¬ 
nent  French  Writer  fays  might  amount  to  about  a  fixth 
Part  of  the  Forces  he  carried  Abroad  g,  returned  into 
England  towards  the  End  of  the  Year  1389;  and  a  little 
after  the  King  was  pleafed  to  honour  his  Uncle  with  the 
Title  of  Duke  of  Aquitaine h. 

In  1394,  an  Infurredion  in  Ireland  obliged  the  King 
to  pa fs  over  thither,  being  attended  by  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejler ,  the  Earls  of  March ,  Nottingham ,  and  Rut¬ 
land.  In  this  Expedition  he  had  better  Fortune  than  in 
any  other  Part  of  his  Life,  reducing  moil  of  the  petty 
Princes  to  fuch  Streights,  that  they  were  glad  to  do  him 
Homage,  and  to  give  him  Holtages.  But  at  the  Re- 
queft  of  the  Clergy,  he  returned  too  hafti \y,  in  order  to 
profecute  Heretics,  when  he  might  have  fubdued  his 
Rebels,  and  fettled  that  Kingdom.  This  Miftake  in  his 
Condud  proved  afterwards  fatal  to  his  Crown  and  Life  K 
The  Difputes  he  had  with  his  Nobility  at  home,  in¬ 
clined  the  King  to  put  an  End  to  all  Differences  a- 

\ 

broad,  and  therefore,  after  a  long  Treaty  it  was  agreed, 
that  King  Richard  fhould  efpoufe  Ifabella ,  though  but  a 
Child  between  feven  and  eight  Years  old.  On  this  Oc- 
cafion  he  palled  over  to  Calais ,  where  he  had  an  Inter¬ 
view  with  the  French  King,  and  having  efpoufed  this 
young  Princefs  on  the  thirty- firft  of  Oftober ,  he  foon 
after  brought  her  Home,  and  caufed  her  to  be  crowned ; 

Q*  but 
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but  little  to  the  People’s  Satisfaction,  who  fancied  there 
was  fomething  ominous  in  the  Lofs  of  Part  of  her  Por¬ 
tion,  in  the  fhort  Pafiage  between  Calais  and  Dover ,  in 
a  fudden  Storm  k.  Some  Time  after  he  did  a  hill  more 
unpopular  Adi,  by  giving  up  the  Fortrefs  of  Cherburgh 
to  the  King  of  Navarre ,  and  the  T own  of  Brejl  to 
the  Duke  of  Brit  any ;  and  the  Difturbances  which  fol¬ 
lowed  thefe  Meafures  in  England ,  encouraged  the  Irijh 
to  rebel  h  In  the  firft  Fury  of  thefe  People,  they  cut 
off  Roger  Mortimer  Earl  of  March ,  Governor  of 
Ireland  for  King  Richard ,  and  prefumptive  Heir  of  the 
Crown.  The  News  of  this  fo  much  provoked  the 
King,  that  he  determined  to  pafs  over  into  that  Ifland, 
in  order  to  chaftize  the  Authors  of  fo  black  a  Fadt. 
With  this  View  he  drew  together  a  confiderable  Army, 
and  a  Fleet  of  two  hundred  Sail,  W'herewith  he  fafely 
arrived  at  Waterford ,  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1399  m. 

T h  e  King  had  fome  Succefs  in  this,  as  he  had  in  his 
former  Expedition,  it  being  the  conftant  Foible  of  the 
Irijh  to  be  wonderfully  ftruck  with  the  Prefence  of  a 
Prince,  and  the  Pomp  of  a  Court.  But  his  Succefs  was 
quickly  interrupted  with  the  News  of  his  Coufin  Henry 
of  LancafeR s  being  landed  in  England ,  and  in  open  Re¬ 
bellion.  This  young  Nobleman,  ftiled  in  his  Father’s 
Life-time,  firft  Earl  of  Derby ,  and  then  Duke  of  Here¬ 
ford  ^  had  ever  been  of  a  martial  Difpofition,  and  had  at¬ 
tained  to  great  Military  Skill,  by  ferving  in  Rruffta  un¬ 
der  the  Teutonic  Knights.  He  had  been  very  indif¬ 
ferently 

k  Rymer’s  Feeders,  Tom.  vii.  p.  802.  Stowe,  Holingfhead, 
Meseray,.P.  Daniel.  1  Ckron.  fiihern.  A.  D.  1395.  a  Vral- 
iingham*  Knighton,  S.ovve. 
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ferently  treated  by  King  Richard,  yet  had  no  Thoughts 
of  pretending  to  the  Crown  when  he  fiift  returned  \  but 
finding  the  People  univerlally  difafFedted ,  the  King  in 
Ireland,  and  himfelf  furrounded  by  a  number  of  brifk 
and  adtive  young  Noblemen,  he  grew  bolder  in  his  De- 
figns,  though  he  ftill  adted  with  inucli  Caution.  T-  he 
King  on  the  firft  Advice  of  this  Rebellion  returned  into 
England,  where  he  no  fooner  arrived,  than  all  his  Spi¬ 
rits  failed  him,  infomuch,  that  the  firft  Requeft  he  made 

to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  was,  that  he  might  have 

. 

Leave  to  refign  his  Kingdom11.  The  Precedent  of  his 
Grandfather  Edward  IT.  was  too  recent  to  leave  the 
Rebels  any  Scruple  of  making  Ule  of  the  King’s  pufil- 
lanimous  Temper;  they  therefore  brought  him  up  Pri- 
foner  to  London ,  where  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower , 
and  fhortly  after,  by  Authority  of  Parliament  depofed, 

when  he  had  reigned  twenty-two  Years,  and  was  in  the 

*  * 

thirty-third  Year  of  his  Age.  After  which,  his  Life 
was  of  no  long  Continuance;  for  being  carried  from 
Place  to  Place,  he  at  length  ended  his  Days  at  Pomfret - 
Caftle ,  in  the  Year  140 x,  but  how,  or  with  what  Cir- 
eumftances,  is  not  clearly  known  to  Pofterity  ;  fome  fay, 
that  hearing  of  the  Misfortunes  which  attended  his 
Friends,  who  endeavoured  to  r eider e  him,  and  loft 
their  Lives  in  the  Attempt,  he  refufed  Suftenance,  and 
ftarved  himfelf ;  others  with  greater  Probability  affirm, 
that  with  Hunger  and  Cold,  and  other  unheard-of 
Torments,  his  cruel  Enemies  removed  him  out  of  their 

0.3  Way, 
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Way  0 :  and  to  this  Opinion  Camden  inclined,  who,  in 
fpeaking  of  Pomfret-Gajlle , '  fays,  it  is  a  Place  Princi - 
pum  cade  &  /anguine  inf  amis  p. 

Within  this  Period  there  happened,  or  at  leaft 
there  are  faid  to  have  happened,  fome  extraordinary  Dif- 
coveries,  of  which  therefore  we  ought  to  fpeak :  Firft 
then  it  is  affirmed,  that  America  was  difcovered  by  the 
Welch)  about  the  Year  1170.  The  Story  is  thus  told, 
that  on  the  Death  of  Owen  Guyneth ,  Diflentions  arofe 
among  his  Sons :  one  of  them,  whofe  Name  was  Ma- 
dock ,  refolved  to  truft  the  Safety  of  himfelf,  and  fuch 
as  were  with  him,  rather  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Seas, 
than  to  the  uncertain  IlTue  of  a  Civil  War  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  imbarking  with  his  Followers  on  Board  a  few  Ships 
Well-victualled,  he  put  to  Sea,  in  Search  of  new 
Countries.  Accordingly  he  failed  due  Weft,  till  fuch 
Time  as  he  left  Ireland  to  the  North,  and  then  conti¬ 
nued  his  Voyage  till  he  came  to  a  large,  fruitful,  and 
pleafant  Country.  After  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  he 
returned  Home,  and  reported  the  happy  Effefts  of  his 
Voyage,  and  the  large  Pofleffions  which  every  Man 
might  acquire  who  would  go  with  him.  He  at  length 
prevailed  with  as  many  of  both  Sexes  as  filled  ten  Ships, 
and  with  thefe  he  returned  to  his  new  Plantation  \  yet 
neither  he  nor  his  People  were  heard  of  more.  \ 

It 


♦  Thom.  Walfingham.  Hypodigm.  Neuftrife,  Harding’s 
Chronicle,  Stowe,  Speed.  p  .Defcript.  Brit.  p.  3^3* 
juyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  1.  Meredith  ap  Reece,  a  Cambrian  Bard,  who 
died  A.  D.  1477,  cornpofed  an  Ode  in  his  Native  Language  on 
this  Expedition,  from  which  the  Particulars  above  mentioned 
are  taken;  and  this  was  prior  to  Columbus’s  D ilco very  ‘.Co 
that  Fa&  could  never  have  encouraged  the  framing  of  this 
Fable,  even  fuppofing  it  t.Q  be  one. 
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It  mult  be  confelled,  that  there  is  nothing  hcie  which 
absolutely  fixes  this  Difcovery  to  America ;  though  it 
muft  likewife  be  owned,  that  the  Courfe  befoie  let 
down,  might  very  poffibly  carry  him  thither.  The 
great  Point  is,  to  know  how  far  the  Faff  may  be.  de¬ 
pended  upon,  and  in  relation  to  this,  I  will  venture  to 
allure  the  Reader,  that  there  are  authentic  Records  in  the 
Britijh  Tongue  as  to  this  Expedition  of  Matlock's,  when¬ 
ever  he  went,  prior  to  the  Difcovery  of  America  by  Co¬ 
lumbus  ;  and  that  many  probable  Arguments  may  be  of¬ 
fered  in  Support  of  this  Notion,  that  thefe  Britons  were  . 
the  Dilcoverers  of  that  new  W"or]d,  is  alfo  true,  though 
at  prefent  we  have  not  opportunity  to  infill:  upon  them. 

Some  Reports  there  are  concerning  great  Difcoveries 
in  the  North  made  by  a  Friar  of  Oxford,  one  Nicholas 
de  Lima.  Of  this  Man  the  famous  John  Dee,  who 
was  both  a  great  Antiquary  and  a  fkilful  Mathemati¬ 
cian,  informs  us,  that  in  the  Year  1360,  being  the 
thirty-fourth  of  Edward  III.  he  failed  in  Company  of 
feveral  of  his  Countrymen  to  the  Northern  Illands,  and 
there  leaving  his  Allociates  he  travelled  alone,  and  drew 
up  an  exad  Defcription  of  all  the  Northern  Countries, 
with  their  furrounding  Seas,  which  Book  he  entitled, 
lnventio  fortunata,  or  a  Difcovery  of  the  Northern 
Parts  from  the  Latitude  of  54,  to  the  Pole,  and  pre- 
fented  it  at  his  Return  to  King  Edward.  However,  for 
the  better  fettling  thefe  Difcoveries,  he  returned  no  Iefs 
then  five  Times  into  thofe  Northern  Regions.  To  ren¬ 
der  this  odd  Story  fomewhat  the  more  probable,  Mr. 
Dee  remarks,  that  from  the  Haven  of  Lynn  in  Norfolk , 
of  which  this  Friar  was  both  a  Native  and  an  Inhabi¬ 
tant,  to  Iceland,  was  not  above  a  Fortnight’s  Sail,  and 

Q.4  in 
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in  thofe  Days  a  common  Thing,  as  appears  particularly 
by  a  Charter  granted  to  the  Town  of  Blakeney  in  Nor¬ 
folk  by  King  Edward  III.  exempting  the  Fifhermen  of 
that  Port  from  attending  his  Service,  on  Account  of  their 
Trade  to  Ireland r.  'Phis  is  in  fome  Meafure  confirmed 
by  the  Feftimony  of  that  famous  Geographer  Gerard 
Mercator ,  who  confeftes  that  he  borrowed  his  Defcription 
of  the  Northern  Countries,  from  one  who  owned  his 
having  them  from  this  Friar  of  Oxford ,  whom  he  wrell 
defcribes,  though  he  does  not  name  him.  Yet  it  muft 
be  owned  that  L eland  fpeaks  very  largely  of  this  Ni¬ 
cholas  of  Lynn,  who,  according  to  his  Account,  was  a 
Carmelite ,  and  a  great  Aftrologer ;  but  in  all  this,  there 
is  not  a  Syllable  concerning  his  Travels,  though  he  con¬ 
cludes  with  faying,  that  his  Works  fufficiently  praiied 
him  3.  John  Bale  tranfcribes  this  Account  of  Leland’s 
exa&ly,  but  gives  us  a  much  more  copious  Detail  of 
the  Friar’s  Writings;  and  yet  even  in  his  Lift,  vve meet 
with  nothing  as  to  this  Inventio  fortunata:  though  on 
the  other  hand  we  muft  allow,  that  Bale  fays  he  wrote 
other  Things  which  he  had  not  feenh  * 

The  Difcovery  of  the  Ilian d  of  Madera  is  likewife 
attributed  to  one  Macham  an  Englijhman ,  which  is 
thus  reported  by  feveral  of  the  Portugueze  Writers. 
They  fay,  that  this  Man  having  ftolen  a  Lady  with 
whom  he  was  in  Love,  intended  to  have  carried  her  in¬ 
to  Spain ;  but  being  by  a  Storm  driven  out  to  Sea,  after 
much  toiling  and  Danger  of  his  Life,  was  forced  into 

this 


r  Hakluyt,  vo  I.  ii.  p.  121.  s  Com  men  tan  de  Script.  Bri¬ 
tan.  voh  ii.  p.  34^.  [  Scriptor.  Britan,  vol  1  p.  468.' 
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this  Ifland,  in  which  the  Harbour,  where  he  lay  at 
Anchor,  is  to  this  Time  called  Machico.  On  his  going 
afhore  with  the  Lady  and  fome  of  his,  Seivants,  the 
Ship’s  Crew  took  the  Opportunity  of  failing,  and  got 
fafe  into  fome  Spanijb  Port.  In  the  mean  Time  the 
Lady,  who  was  extremely  Sea-fick,  and  not  a  little  fa¬ 
tigued  by  what  fire  was  forced  to  undergo  on  Shore,  died; 
after  which,  her  Lover  having  firft  ereded  and  confe- 
fecrated  a  little  Chapel  to  the  Holy  Jefus,  buried  her 
therein.  Macbam  then  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  contriving 
fome  Method  for  his  Efcape,  which  at  length  he  affed- 
ed,  by  hollowing  a  large  Tree,  and  making  thereof  a 
Canoe,  in  which  himfelf,  and  thofe  that  were  with 
him,  pafied  over  to  the  oppofite  Shore  of  Africa ,  where 
being  taken  Prifoners  by  the  Moors,  they  w'ere  fent  by 
way  of  Prefent  to  the  King  of  Cafiile.  This  Accident 
is  by  fome,  placed  in  the  Year  1344  ;  but  by  others,  and 
I  think  with  Reafon,  fome  what  later.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  this  Account  to  Foreigners, 
who  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  be  prejudiced  in  our  Fa- 

•:  -  ■  •  r 

vour  againft  themfelves u. 

W  e  might  add  here  Accounts  of  the  Expeditions 
made  to  Jerufalem ?  Barbary ,  and  Pruffia ,  by  fome  fa¬ 
mous  Englijhmen ,  as  alfo  the  beginning  of  our  Com- 
merce  with  the  Hanfe  Towns  :  but  as  to  the  former,  it 
would  fwell  our  Work  too  much^with  Things  already 
mentioned  by  others ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  it  may  with 
equal  Propriety  be  referved  for  the  Clofe  of  the  next 
Chapter,  to  which  therefore  we  refer  it. 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

<Tbe  Naval  Hiftory  u/ENGL  AND,  during  the 
Reigns  of  Henry  IV.  Henry  V.  and  Henry  VI. 
cf  the  Iloufe  of  Lancafter  ;  containing  the  Space 
cf  about  Sixty  Tears . 

E NRT  IV.  called  fometimes  Henry  of 
Bolingbroke ,  from  the  Place  of  his  Birth, 
and  fometimes  Henry  of  Lancajler ,  from 
his  Dukedom,  was  crowned  on  the  13th 
of  October  1399,  and  his  Title  generally 
acknowledged.  When  he  came  over  again#  King  Ri¬ 
chard,  it  was  from  France ,  and  mo#  of  our  Hiftorians 
Affirm  that  he  received  confiderable  Afliftance  from 
thence;  which  however,  the  French  Writers  deny2. 
Certain  it  is,  that  after  the  Death  of  his  unfortunate  Pre- 
decefior,  the  Duke  of  Orleans ,  then  Director  of  the 
public  Affairs  in  that  Kingdom,  during  the  Lunacy  of 
Charles  VI.  treated  King  Henry  as  a  Murderer  and  U- 
furper,  though  he  had  been  formerly  his  Friend  :  yet  in 
all  Probability  this  was  rather  out  of  Policy,  than  from 
any  Motive  of  Jufti ce;  for  all  the  Ufe  the  French  made 
of  it,  was  to  attempt  upon  the  Englijh  Pofleffions  on 
the  Continent b.  King  Richard  being  born,  and  for  fome 

time 


a  Polydor.  Vergil.  Hifl.  lib.  21.  Hifloire  de  France,  par  le 
P.  Daniel.  Tom.  v.  p.  395  b  Abrege  de  THifloire  de  France, 
parMezeray,  vol.  iii.  p.  140, 
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time  bred  at  Bourdeaux ;  his  Countrymen  the  Gafconi 
difcovered  a  ftrong  Refentment  of  his  ill  Ufage,  and 
feemed  difpofed  to  revolt :  to  footh  which  Humour  of 
theirs,  the  French  put  on  this  Appearance  of  Indigna¬ 
tion,  in  Hopes  that  they  would  immediately  have  put 
themlelves  under  their  Protection  But  MezerayyiMy 
obferves,  that  the  Advantages  they  drew  from  the  Englijh 
Commerce,  hindered  them  from  taking  this  Step,  and 
difpofed  them  to  receive  the  Lord  Piercy  for  their  Go¬ 
vernor,  who  was  fent  over  with  that  Title  by  King 
Henry  d.  Not  long  after.  King  Richard's  young  Queen 
was  fent  back  to  France ,  with  the  whole  of  her  For¬ 
tune,  and  all  her  Jewels  5  and  thereupon  the  Truce 
between  the  two  Nations  was  renewed  for  twenty-fix 
Years,  which  fhews  how  little  of  Reality  there  was  in 
the  Concern  exprefled  by  the  French  Court  tor  the 
Death  of  King  Richard 

In  1403,  the  King,  who  was  then  a  Widower,  mar¬ 
ried  Joan ,  the  Daughter  of  Charles  King  of  Navarre, 
and  very  lately  'Widow  to  John  Montford  Duke  of 
Brit  any,  which  proved  the  Caufe  of  great  Difafters  to 
this  Kingdom  ;  for  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Dutchy,  con¬ 
ceiving  an  ill  Opinion  of  this  Marriage,  and  being  pow¬ 
erful  at  Sea,  they  fuddenly  landed  in  the  Weft,  and 
burnt  Plymouth ,  at  a  Time  when  the  King’s  Hands  were 
full,  through  the  Confpiracy  of  the  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  and  other  great  Lords f.  This,  however,  did 
not  remain  long  unrevenged ;  for  the  Inhabitants  of 

/  Plymouth 


CP.  Daniel.  Tom.  v.  p.  396.  d  Ibid.  vol.  iii.  p.iJJ. 
*P.  Daniel.  Tom.  v.  Froilfird.  cap.  1 19.  f  Thom.  Waliing- 
ham,  Stowe,  Ilolingfhead. 
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Plymouth  having  fitted  out  a  Squadron  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  William  de  IFilford,  Admiral  of  the  Narrow 
Seas;  he  firft  took  forty  Ships  laden  with  Iron,  Oil, 
Soap  and  Wine,  and  then  burnt  the  like  Number  in  - 
thcii  Hat  bouts,  taking  the  Towns  of  Pcntnarch  and  St. 
Matthew ,  and  wafting  with  Fire  and  Sword  a  great 
Fart  of  the  Coaft  of  Britany  s.  Admiral  de  Cajlel ,  who 
commanded  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  in  the  mean  Time,  at¬ 
tempted  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  but  tailing  of  Succefs  there, 
he  fleered  foi  Devbnjhire ,  where  landing,  he  brifkly  at¬ 
tacked  Dartmouth,  but  was  defeated  by  the  Country-  ' 
Miii,.c.,  with  the  Lois  of  400  Men  killed,  and  200  ta¬ 
ken  ;  among  which,  wene  himfelf  and  two  other  Perfons 
of  Diftinchon ;  yet  his  Squadron,  and  the  Flemings ,  ftiil 
infefted  the  Coaft,  took  many  Ships,  and,  to  thew  their 
inveterate  Hatred  to  the  Englijh  Nation,  hanged  all 
the  Seamen  who  fell  into  their  Hands h.  In  the  mean 
-Time  the  French,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Treaty 
iubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns,  invaded  the  Dutchy 
or  Guyenne,  and  fent  an  Army  of  12000  Men,  with  a 
Fleet  of  a  hundred  and  forty  Sail,  to  the  Affiftance  of 
Owen  Glen  dour .  The  Forces  they  landed  fafely  in 

Milford- Haven  ;  but  the  Lord  Berkley,  and  Henry  Pay, 
who  commanded  the  Squadron  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  at¬ 
tacked  them  in  that  Port,  where  they  took  fourteen, 
and  burnt  fifteen  of  the  French  VelTels;  which  fo  fright¬ 
ed  the  reft,  that  foon  after  they  fled  Home  \ 
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About  the  lame  Thine,  tlic  Earl  of  Rent  failed 
with  a  confiderable  Fleet  to  the  Coaft  of  Flanders,  where 
he  cruifed  for  fometime  upon  the  Enemy,  the  Flemings 
being  then  fubjetf:  to  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  France. 
At  laft,  entering  the  Port  of  Sluys,  they  found  four 
Ships  lying  at  Anchor,  took  three  Genoefe  Merchant-men 
of  a  very  large  Size,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Plaven, 
though  not  without  a  gallant  Refinance ;  after  wTich, 
they  fearched  all  the  Ports  on  the  Norman  Coaft,  and 
landed  in  feveral  Places,  burnt  at  leafe  fix  and  thirty 
Towns,  and  then,  with  an  immenfe  Booty,  returned 
to  Rye k.  Some  Mariners  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Cley 
in  Norfolk ,  failing  on  the  North-Coaft  in  a  flout  Bark, 
took  near  Flamborough- Head,  a  Scotch  Ship,  having  on 
Board  Prince  James  Duke  of  Roth ef ay,  and  Heir  appa¬ 
rent  to  that  Crown,  to  which  he  afterwards  fucceeded, 
by  the  Name  of  James  I.  Kim  with  his  Attendants,  an 
’  Earl  and  a  Bifhop,  they  fent  to  King  Henry  at  Windfor , 
who  kept  him  as  a  Prifoner  indeed,  but  withal  ufed 
him  as  a  Prince.  The  Scotch  Writers  treat  this  as  a 
plain  Breach  of  Faith ;  but  the  French  Hiftorians  inftrudt 
us  better;  they  acknowledge  they  had  lately  renewed 
their  Treaties  with  Scotland ,  for  the  ufual  Purpofe  of 
annoying  England ,  and  in  fuch  Times  of  public  Dis¬ 
turbance,  this  Prince  ought  to  have  been  furniflied  with 
Letters  of  fafe  Conduct,  fmee  he  was  going  to  France , 
an  Enemy’s  Country,  which  every  Day  infefted  the 
Englijh  Coafts  with  their  Fleet  h  In  Support  of  Owen 
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Gkndour ,  they  fent  another  Squadron  on  the  Coaft  of 
Wales,  of  which  only  thirty  arrived,  the  reft  being  taken 
by  the  Englijb ;  and  a  fhort  Time  after,  the  famous 
Henry  Pay ,  Admiral  of  the  Cinque-Ports ,  furprized  the 
Rochelle  P  leet,  confilling  of  1 20  Sail  of  Merchant-men, 
richly  laden  and  took  them  every  Ship.  Thefe  Exploits 
fhew  that  Trade  in  thofe  Days  was  not  altogether  fo  in- 
confiderable  a  Thing  as  we  are  taught  to  believe™. 

The  King,  in  1407,  narrowly  efcaped  the  Fate  of 
the  Scotch  Prince  ;  he  had  Ipent  part  of  the  Summer  at 
Leeds- Caftle  in  Kent,  and  his  Affairs  calling  him  into 
EJfex,  he  ventured  from  the  Port  of  §>ueenborougb  with 
only  five  Ships.  In  his  Paffage,  he  was  attacked  by 
certain  French  Privateers,  who,  after  a  very  brifk  En¬ 
gagement,  took  every  Vcffel  but  that  in  which  the 
King  was,  and  carried  them  off  to  their  own  Coafts 
This  taught  the  King  by  Experience,  the  Neceffity  of 
keeping  better  Fleets  at  Sea,  and  therefore  he  ordered 
a  very  ftrong  one  to  be  fitted  out  the  next  Year,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Kent,  who  effectually 
fcoured  the  narrow  Seas,  and  when  he  had  cleared  our 
Coafts,  flood  over  to  Britany,  where  he  landed  in  the 
little  Ifland  of  Briehac,  and  there  attacked  a  Town  of 
the  fame  Name,  in  which  the  Privateers  had  taken 
fhelter,  took  it  by  Storm,  and  put  them  all  to  the  Sword; 
but  in  this  Action  himlelf  received  a  Wound  which 
proved  mortal  °.  In  1410,  an  Engli/h  Fleet  of  ten  Sail, 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  Robert  Umfreville,  went  a- 
gainft  the  Scots,  and  failing  up  the  Forth ,  fpoiled  the ' 
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Coafts  on  both  Sides,  ravaging  the  Country,  burning  all 
the  Ships  in  their  Harbours,  and  amongft  the  reft,  the 
largeft  they  had,  called  The  Grand  Galliot  in  Blacknefs , 
carrying  off  fourteen  Ships,  and  fuch  a  vaft  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Corn,  as  reduced  the  .nice  of  that  Com¬ 
modity,  which  was  then  very  high  in  England ;  whence 
the  Admiral  obtained  the  Sur-name  of  Robin  Mend - 
market p. 

Whenever  the  French  Affairs  were  in  a  tolerable 
Condition,  they  were  conftantly  forming  Schemes  to  the 
Prejudice  of  the  EngUJh ,  which  were,  generally  fpeaking, 
defeated  by  the  breaking  out  of  their  domeftic  Troubles. 
King  Henry  wifely  held  Intelligence  with  both  the  Fac¬ 
tions  in  that  Kingdom,  aiding  fometimes  the  one,  and 
fometimes  the  other  $  thus  he  this  Year  fent  a  con- 
fiderable  Body  of  Auxiliaries  to  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy ,  with  whom  they  entered  Paris . 
The  Service  they  did,  made  itfo  evident,  that  the  King 
of  England's  Affiftance  was  the  fure  Method  of  turning 
the  Balance  in  favour  of  any  Party  in  France  ;  that  the 
oppofite  Faction,  headed  by  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and 
Orleans ,  fent  their  Agents  to  London ,  where  they  en¬ 
tered  into  a  Treaty  with  King  Henry ,  wherein  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  Right  to  the  Dutchy  of  Guyenne ,  and 
promifed  their  Homage  for  the  Lands,  and  Caftles  they 
held  therein  ;  and  the  King,  on  the  other  Hand,  under¬ 
took  to  fend  them  a  confiderable  Succour,  which  he  per¬ 
formed  q.  Thefe  Troops  embarked  in  the  Month  of  July , 
1412,  under  the  Command  of  Thomas  Duke  of  Clarence , 
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the  King's  Son.  It  appears  by  our  Hiftories,  that  great 
Expectations  were  railed  by  this  Expedition,  infomuch 
that  there  was  Tome  Talk  of  recovering  France ;  but 
thefe  Notions  quickly  appeared  to  be  very  ill  founded  ; 
for  upon  the  Landing  cf  the  Duke  of  Clarence  with 
his  Troops  in  Normandy ,  they  found  that  the  Duke  of 
Orleans ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Princes  to  whofe  Aftiftance 
they  came,  had  made  a  Treaty  with  the  King  and  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy ,  lb  that  nothing  was  left  for  them 
but  to  go  Home  again.  The  Duke  of  Clarence ,  juftly 
provoked  by  fuch  Ufage,  firft  ravaged  Lower  Normandy  ^ 
and  Anjou  ^  and  then  entering  the  Dutchy  of  Orleans , 
lived  there  at  Difcretion,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Duke 
eame  to  an  Agreement  with  him  to  pay  320,000  Crowns 
of  Gold,  for  the  Expences  of  their  Voyage;  part  of  which 
he  paid  down,  and  fent  his  Brother  into  England  as  a 
Hoftage  for  the  reft1'.  This  Treaty  was  particular  with 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  ;  for  as  to  the  War  with  France ,  it 
Hill  went  on,  and  Sir  John  Fender gajl  who  commanded 
the  Fleet  in  the  Narrow  Seas,  took  many  French  Ships  la¬ 
den  with  Provifion,  which,  fays  my  Author,  got  him  little 
Reputation  with  the  Nobles,  but  much  Love  from  the 
People,  who  by  this  means  enjoyed  Plenty  of  French 
Commodities  at  a  very  cheap  Rate.  This  Admiral  had 
Some  Years  before,  felt  the  Severe  ESeCts  of  that  Envy 
which  was  borne  him  by  the  Great,  for  having  had  the 
Command  of  a  Squadron  intended  to  Scour  the  Seas  from 
Pyratcs  and  Privateers,  which  he  worthily  performed, 
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yet  it  was  returned,  a  Coinplaint  was  made,  that  him- 
felf  had  taken  Inch  extraordinary  Rewards  for  his  Servi¬ 
ces  as  rendered  him  little  better  than  a  Pyrate.  Upon 
this  he  took  San&uary  at  Weftminfter ,  where  Tor  lome 
Time  he  lay  in  a  Tent  in  the  Church-Porch,  but  at 
laft  he  had  Juftice  done  him  ;  and  now,  when  his 
Country  required  the  Service  of  a  (lout  and  able  Seaman, 
he  was  called  again  to  command  \  Things  in  this  uncer¬ 
tain  State,  King  Henry  worn  out  by  continual  Labours, 
and  not  a  little  grieved  with  his  late  Difappointments, 
deceafed  on  the  twentieth  of  March  1412- 13,  in  the 
forty- fixth  Year  of  his  Age  ,  and  the  fourteenth 
of  his  Reign  h  He  was  a  Prince  even  his  Enemies 
allow,  of  great  Courage  and  Wifdom,  and  if  he  did 
not  promote  Trade  and  Naval  Power  To  much  as  his 
PredeceiTors,  it  ought  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Dis¬ 
orders  of  thefe  Times,  than  to  any  Want  either  of  Will 
or  Capacity  in  the  Prince u* 

HENRY  V.  from  his  Birth-Place  ftiled  Henry 
of  Monmouth ,  fucceeded  his  Father,  and  in  the  Begin¬ 


ning  of  his  Reign,  fhewed  a  laudable  Inclination  to 
do  every  Thing  that  could  be  expected  from  him  for 
his  People’s  Good w.  It  happened  that  the  Wealth 
and  State,  as  well  as  the  Pride  and  Ambition  of  the 
Clergy,  had  raifed  a  ftrong  Spirit  of  Refentment  againft 
him  throughout  the  Nation;  to  divert  which, ’tis  gene¬ 
rally  believed,  that  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  in- 
fpired  the  King  with  a  ftrong  Defire  of  fubduing  France , 
to  which  it  was  no  difficult  Matter  to  perfuade  him,  that 
Vol.  I.  v  R  he 
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he  had  a  clear  Right.  Indeed  the  Condition  that  King 
was  in,  might  feem  to  invite  fuch  an  Attempt.  The 
King  was  oftner  out  than  in  his  Senfes ;  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion  was  divided  into  two  Factions,  the  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  being  at  the  Head  of  one,  and  the  Duke  of  Orle¬ 
ans  of  the  other;  two  Dauphins  died  foon  after  by  Poifon, 
and  the  third  was  but  a  Child.  However,  the  King  con¬ 
cealed  his  Defign  for  fome  Time,  and  even  treated  of 
a  Marriage  between  himfelf  and  the  Princels  Catherine , 

,  Daughter  to  King  Charles  VI.  In  1415,  the  French 
King  fent  a  fplendid  Embafly  hither,  with  very  advan- 
tagious  Propofols,  who  had  their  final  Audience  of  the 
King  on  the  fixth  of  July,  when,  if  Father  Daniel  is 
to  be  believed,  Henry  would  have  been  content  to  have 
concluded  a  Truce  for  fifty  Years ;  but  the  Archbifhop 
of  Bourges  infixed  absolutely  on  a  Peace,  and  fo  thefe 
Negotiations  were  broke  off.  x.  Our  Writers  mention 
a  llrange  Story  of  the  Dauphin’s  provoking  the  King, 
by  fending  him  a  Prefent  of  Tennis-Balls;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  is  very  improbable,  confidering  the  Youth  of  that 
.  Prince,  and  the  Apprehenfion  all  France  had  of  the 
Englijh  Power.  The  French  Writers  feem  to  give  a 
better  Account  of  this  Matter:  they  tell  us,  that  the 
firfi:  Flafh  of  Lightning  before  this  dreadful  Storm,  was 
an  angry  Letter  written  to  the  French  King,  with  this 
Add  refs :  To  the  mojl  Serene  Prince  Charles,  our  Coufin 
and  Adverfary  of  France,  Henry  by  the  Grace  of  God 
King  of  England,  and  of  France,  &c.  This  Letter 
was  dated  the  twenty-eight  of  July  from  Southampton ,and 
the  French  King  returned  an  Anfwer  in  the  fame  angry 
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Stile,  dated  the  twenty-third  of  next  Month,  fo  that 
thenceforward  the  War  was  looked  upon  as  declared  on 
both  Sides A 

King  Henry  a£led  with  greater  Caution,  and  with 
more  Military  Prudence  than  moil  of  his  Predeceffors. 
The  Defign  he  had  formed  was  not  that  of  ravaging 
the  Country,  or  feizing  fome  of  the  Provinces  of  France , 
but  an  abfolute  Conqueft  of  the  whole  Realm;  which 
he  knew  was  not  to  be  undertaken  without  a  numerous 
Army,  a  very  great  Fleet,  and  large  Supplies  of  Money. 
He  therefore  drew  together  fix  thoufand  Men  at  Arms, 
twenty-four  thoufand  Archers,  the  reft  of  his  Infantry 
completing  the  Army,  at  leaft  fifty  thoufand  Men. 
That  thefe  might  be  tranfported  with  the  greater  Con- 
veniency,  he  hired  from  Holland  and  Iceland  abundance 
of  large  Ships,  which,  with-thofe  belonging  to  his  own 
Subjects,  rendezvoufed  in  the  Month  of  Auguft  at  South¬ 
ampton^  where  the  whole  Fleet  appeared  to  confift  of 
not  lefs  than  fixteen  hundred  Sail.  As  to  Supplies,  his 
Parliament  being  wrought  into  a  high  Opinion  of  this 
Expedition,  furnifhed  him  liberally;  fo  that  with  all  the 
Advantages  he  could  defire,  the  King  imbarked  his 
mighty  Army,  which  he  landed  fafely  in  Normandy , 
without  Refiftance2.  He  was  attended  by  his  Brethren 
the  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Gloucester,  his  Uncle  the 
Duke  of  York ,  and  moft  of  the  Mobility  of  England a. 
It  is  remarkable,  that,  though  the  Conftable  of  France 
had  a  very  numerous  Army,  with  which  he  might  well 
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have  difputed  the  landing  of  the  Englijb ,  yet  he  chofc 
to  retire,  for  which  he  was  afterwards  queftioned  in  a 
Council  of  Wars  but  he  juftified  himfelf,  by  producing 
his  Orders  from  Court,  directing  him,  not  to  hazard  a 
Battel  on  any  Terms  whatfoever,  but  to  leave  the  En¬ 
glijb  to  wafte  their  Force  in  long  Marches,  and  tedious 
Sieges.  Would  to  God,  fays  my  Author,  this  Maxim 
had  been  as  fteadily  purfued  as  it  was  wifely  laid  down  b. 
The  Policy  of  France  therefore  is,  to  cheat  us  whenever 
they  make  Peace,  and  to  deftroy  us  when  we  break 
with  them  by  Means  of  a  dilatory  War;  which,  though 
troublefome  to  them,  becomes  foon  infupportable  to  us: 
and  thus  their  Cunning  gives  them  Advantages  which 
they  never  could  derive  from  the  Force  of  their  Arms. 

The  firft  Enterprize  of  Importance,  undertaken  by 
the  King,  was  the  Siege  of  Harfleur ,  a  Sea-Port  Town 
of  great  Confequence,  which  was  well  fortified,  and  in 
which  the  French  had  a  numerous  Garrifon.  It  was 
invefted  both  by  Land  and  Sea,  and  though  it  was  de¬ 
fended  with  great  Refolution,  it  was  at  laft  taken  for 
want  of  Relief.  The  French ,  however,  fucceeded  in 
their  Policy  thus  far,  that  by  this  Siege  the  Englijh  Ar¬ 
my  was  exceedingly  wafted ;  infomuch  that,  by  the 
Time  the  Place  was  taken,  one  half  was  deftroyed. 
On  due  Confideration  of  this,  it  was  refolved  in  a  Coun¬ 
cil  of  War,  to  leave  a  Colony  of  Englijh  at  Flarfleur, 
and  to  march  through  Picardy  to  Calais ,  with  the  reft 
of  the  Army c.  This  Paflage  appeared  extreamly  dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous,  fince  the  French  Army  was  by  tins  Time,  not 
only  in  the  Field,  but  alfo  at  their  Heels.  The  Fn- 
glijh  Troops,  according  to  the  French  Writers,  confided 
of  two  thoufand  Men  at  Arms,  arid  eleven  thou  fend 
Archers.  Our  Writers  fay,  there  were  but  nine  thou¬ 
fand  in  the  whole,  whereas  the  French  were  at  lead 
three,  if  not  five  Times  their  Number.  To  fpare  the 
Effufion  of  Blood,  King  Henry  was  contented  to 
have  made  a  Peace  on  very  reafonable  Terms;  but  this 
was  refufed  by  the  French ,  who  flattered  themfelves, 
that  they  fhould  be  able  to  make  him  and  all  his  Army 
FrifonersL  In  confequence  of  this  Obftinacy  of  theirs, 
a  decifive  Battel  was  fought  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Qfto- 
her ,  in  the  Plains  of  Agincourt ,  wherein  the  French  were 
entirely  defeated  by  the  Englijh ,  through  the  Bravery  of 
their  Troops,  fays  Father  Daniel,  and  the  wife  Condudl  of 
their  Officers e.  There  fell  in  the  Field  feven  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  and  five  were  made  Prifoners,  the  Flower 
of  the  Nobility  of  France ,  no  lefs  than  eight  thoufand 
Gentlemen,  and  about  two  thoufand  common  Men,  a- 
bout  fourteen  thoufand  being  taken  Prifoners.  The 
Englijh  loft,  as  our  Writers  fay,  about  four,  the  French 
fay,  fixteen  hundred,  and  amongft  them  the  Duke  of 
York  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford f.  A  French  Manufcript 
of  that  Time  mentions  a  Circumftance,  no  where  elfe 
recorded,  viz .  That  King  Henry  loft  his  Baggage,  even 
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to  his  Crown  and  Jewels,  a  great  Body  0f  Peafants 
having  forced  the  Englijb  Camp  during  the  Heat  of  the 
Engagement  Father  Daniel  fays  very  judiciouily, 
that  nothing  but  Arrogance,  Imprudence,  and  Temerity, 
were  vifible  in  the  Conduit  of  the  French ,  whereas 
me  Englijh  behaved  with  .the  utmoit  Coolnefs  and 
Addiefs,  as  well  as  the  mof:  determined  Valour  h.  Af- 
cCi  this  \  idlory,  the  King  continued  his  March  to  Cd- 
lc2isy  and  foon  after  palled  into  England  with  the  chief 
of  his  Prifoners.  The  next  Year  the  French  had  Lei- 
iuic  to  recGtei  themlelves  a  little,  notwithfanding  a 
new  Misfortune  that  befel  them,  little  inferior'  to  that 
of  the  Lofs  of  this  Battel ;  for  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
pufhed  his  Refentment  fo  far,  as  to  make  a  Treaty 
with  King  Henry ,  and  to  acknowledge  him  for  the 
lawful  King  of  France ,  as  appears  by  his  Letters  and 
Treaties,  which  are  preferred  in  Mr.  Ry?neFs  Collec  > 
tion  \ 

•  '  > 

The  firft  Attempt  of  the  French  for  the  Repair  of 

their  late  Difhonour,  was  their  befieging  Harfleur  by 
Land  and  Sea.  In  order  to  this,  they  male  a  Treaty 
wita  the  Genoefe ,  who  in  confederation  of  large  Subfi- 
dies,  furniihed  them  with  a  very  confderable  Fleet,  in 
which  were  many  Veflels  of  an  extraordinary  Size :  by 
the  fame  Means  the  French  alfo  drew  confderable  Suc¬ 
cours 


h  T  jo'3  ML  is  of  thofe  Times,  and  is  in  the  Library  of  the 
Aboe  Baliize.  ft  feems  to  be  a  kind  of  Faflum  for  the  Seig¬ 
neur  de  Gaucort,  againft  the  Seigneur  de  Etouteville.  The  for¬ 
mer  or  thefe  Gentlemen  was  taken  in  Harfleur,  and  to  procure 
his  Liberty,  traced  out  the  Effects  belonging  to  the  King,  fo  that 
moil  of  them  were  recovered,  h  Hifloire  de  France,  Tom  v 
p.  546.  1  Vol.  ix. 
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cours  from  the  King  of  Cajlile,  and  having  thus  raifed 
for  the  prefent  a  great  Maritime  Force,  they  attempted 
Southampton ,  and  the  IJIe  of  Wight ,  but  without  Suc- 
cefs  •  after  which  their  Fleet  returned  again  to  the 
Siege  or  rather  Blockade,  of  Harfienr.  The  Place  was 
gallantly  defended  by  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  whom  the 
King  had  appointed  Governor  there ;  but  at  laft  lie  was 
brought  to  fuch  Streights,  that  without  Relief  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  the  Town  mull  have  been  loft.  King  Henry  caused 
therefore  an  Army  of  twenty  thoufand  Men  to  be  drawn 
together,  and  having  embarked  them  on  board  a  Fleet 
of  four  hundred  Sail,  fent  them  under  his  Brother  John 
Duke  of  Bedford,  to  attack  the  French  Navy.  '1  his 
Service  he  performed  with  great  Courage  and  Condudl, ; 
for  having  gained  the  Advantage  of  the  Wind,  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  French  Fleet  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  after  a 
long  and  bloody  Difpute,  he  entirely  defeated  them, 
either  taking  or  finking  five  hundred  Sail,  and  amongll 
them  three  of  thofe  large  Ships  which  had  been  furnilhed 
by  the  Genoefe,  and  which,  it  was  believed,  the  Englijb 
would  not  have  had  Courage  enough  to  have  engaged. 
Not  long  after,  the  French  Army  retired  from  befoie 
Harfleur,  and  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  with  his  Garmon, 
which  was  now  reinforced,  made  Excurfions  thiough- 
out  all  Normandy  k.  In  1417,  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
being  fent  to  Sea  with  a  llrong  Squadron,  met  with  u.t 
united  Fleets  of  France  and  Genoa,  whom  fie  iOug.i<. 
and  defeated,  though  they  were  much  Superior  to  him, 

not  only  in  Number,  but  in  the  Strength  and  Bignefs  of 
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ifteir  Ships,  taking  the  Ballard  of  Bourbon, ,  who  was  the 

mh  AdmiraI’  Prifoner>  with  four  large  Genoefe  Ships 
and  on  Board  them  a  Quarter’s  Pay  for  the  whole  Navy! 

So  great  in  thofe  Days  was  the  Englifh  Power  at  Sea 1 ! 

7  no  re  be,ng  now  fuffiaent  Security  for  the  fafe 
landing  of  Troops  in  France,  the  King  in  the  Spring  of 
tne  eat  began  to  make  mighty  Preparations  for  palling 
Hie  Sea  with  fuch  an  Army  as  might  decide  the  Fate 

C‘  France*  bY  SivinS  him  the  PoiTeffion  of  that  Country 
as  well  as  the  Title  of  its  Prince.  As  he  was  a  more’ 
prudent  Undertaker  in  thefe  Matters,  than  any  of  his 
1  redeceflors,  and  bad  infinitely  fairer  for  both  getting 
and  keeping  the  French  Crown  than  they  did ;  it  will 
be  proper  to  give  a  fuccindt  Detail  of  this  grand  Expedi¬ 
tion  of  his,  the  rather  becaufe  it  has  a  near  Connexion 
v/itn  our  Subjedt  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea.  His 
Army  confifled  partly  of  Troops  in  his  own  immediate 
I  a y,  and  in  Part,  of  Forces  raifed  by  his  Barons.  Of 
the  firit  there  were  fixteen  thoufand  four  hundred  Men, 
of  the  latter  nine  thoufand  one  hundred  twenty- feven  j 
and  of  this  Army  a  fourth  Part  was  Horfe.  To  tran- 
fpoit  thefe  from  Dover ,  a  Navy  was  prepared  of  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  Ships.  Of  thefe,  two  were  very  remark¬ 
able.  They  feem  to  have  been  both  Admirals,  and 
were  equally  adorned  with  Purple  Sails,  embroidered 
with  the  Arms  of  England  and  France.  One  was  fil¬ 
led  the  King’s  Chamber,  the  other  his  Hall-,  from 
whence  it  plainly  appears,  that  he  affedted  to  keep  his 
Ccu.  t  upon  the  Sea,  and  to  make  no  Difference  between 


1  Thom. 
HoJingfhe* 
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his  Palace,  and  his  Ships,  Royal.  They  cinbai  ked  on 
the  28th  of  Jcdy^  and  landed  in  JV omiiandy  the  hr i t  of 
Augujl m.  As  foon  as  the  Army  was  fafely  debarked,  he 
difmifled  the  Fleet,  keeping  only  a  few  fmall  "V  cllcis  foi 
tranfporting  his  Artillery,  which  (hewed,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  return  haftily,  and  before  his  Bufinefs  was  half 
finifhed,  into  England.  Before  the  End  of  the  Year, 
he  fubdued  Normandy ,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  adjacent 
Countries.  As  fall:  as  he  reduced  the  great  Cities,  he 
put  Garrifons  into  them  :  fuch  of  the  French  as  fub- 
mitted,  he  received  into  his  Protection ;  but  where  he  won 
Lands  by  Force,  he  beftovved  them  as  he  thought  fit, 
for  the  Encouragement  of  his  Englijb  Adventurers,  and 
in  the  Space  of  two  Years  more,  he  by  a  flow  and  regu¬ 
lar  War,  reduced  the  better  Part  of  France  to  his  Obe¬ 
dience,  and  at  length,  forced  the  unfortunate  Monarch 
Charles  VI.  to  beg  a  Peace  almoft  upon  any  Terms". 

A  Thing  that  none  of  his  AnceAors  had  been  able  to  ac- 
complifh,  and  which  this  King  chiefly  performed  by 
awing  his  Enemies  with  Fleets  on  their  Coafts,  at  the 
fame  Time  that  he  invaded  their  Countries  by  Land;  as 
appears  in  the  larger  Kiflories  of  his  Life,  by  us  often 
quoted,  and  in  the  Engli/h  Collections  from  them  ppbli [fl¬ 
ed  by  Godzvin ,  in  his  HiAory  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of 
this  victorious  King. 

B  y  this  Treaty,  dated  the  21 A  of  May  1420,  King 
Henry's  Title  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  afl  that  Kingdom,  and  on  Account  of  his  e- 
fpoufingthe  Princes  Catherine ,  Daughter  to  Charles  VI. 

it 
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it  was  ftipulated,  that  he  fhould  be  declared  Heir  of 
France,  after  the  Deceafe  of  King  Charles,  and  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  Infirmity,  fpould  govern  the  Kingdom  du¬ 
ring  his  Life-time,  with  the  Title  of  Regent0.  As  for 
tiic  ...S: ph;n,  he  was  declared  incapable  of  fueceeding  to 
the  Crown  ;  and  afterwards  on  a  folemn  Profecution, 
he  was  attainted  and  convidted  for  the  Murder  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  rendred  incapable  of  all  Succeffions, 
particularly  that  of  the  Kingdom  of  France ;  and  was 
alfo  adjudged  to  perpetual  Banifbment p.  The  two  Kings, 
Henry  and  Charles,  with  their  two  Queens,  and  a  fplen- 
did  Court,  continued  for  fome  Time  at  Paris .  Prom 
thence,  King  Henry  went  into  Normandy,  where  he 
held  an  Aflembly  of  the  States,  and  then  palling  through 
Picardy  into  Calais,  he  came  to  Plover,  with  his 
new  Queen,  on  the  fecond  of  February  1421  1.  The 
Intent  of  this  Journey  is  very  truly  Hated  by  th z  French 
Hiftorians,  who  fay,  that  it  was  purely  to  obtain  a  frelh 
Supply  of  1  reafure  and  Men,  his  Wars  having  already 
exhaufted  all  that  had  been  hitherto  tranfported  thither r. 

A  s  foon  as  the  King’s  Delign  was  anfwered,  and  he 
had  obtained,  notwithftanding  the  Poverty  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money,  he  immediately 
recruited  his  Army,  and  having  ordered  a  confiderable 
Fleet  to  be  drawn  together,  paffed  over  into  France, 

leaving 
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leaving  Queen  Catherine  behind,  big  with  Child,  i  he 
Dauphin  had  ftiil  a  confiderable  Party,  many  Prong 
Towns,  and  feveral  large  Provinces  undei  his  Obedience, 
and  during  King  Henry's  Stay  in  England^  had  acquired 
both  Power  and  Reputation,  by  defeating  a  great  Part 
of  the  Englitb  Army,  and  killing  the  Duke  of  Clarence , 
and  feveral  other  Perfons  of  great  Diftindlionon  the  Spot; 
which  moved  King  Henry  at  his  Return,  ..to  ufe  his  ut- 
moft  Diligence  in  the  Profecution  of  the  War,  that 
the  Kingdom  might  be  entirely  reduced,  and  the  Dau¬ 
phin  compelled  to  feek  for  Safety  in  Italy  s.  While  he  was 
thus  employed,  the  Queen,  who  was  at  Windfor ,  brought 
him  a  Son,  and  as  foon  as  fhe  was  able  to  travel,  followed 
him  to  France ,  where  file  had  an  Interview  with  her  Fa¬ 
ther  and  him  at  Paris ,  in  which  City  both  Courts  continu¬ 
ed  for  fome  time.  But  the  King,  ever  aSive,  in  the  Month 
of  June  took  the  Field  in  order  to  raife  the  Siege  of  a  City, 
before  which  the  Dauphin  lay.  In  this  Expedition,  he  fa¬ 
tigued  himfelf  fo  much,  that  he  found  a  2.1  C vt t  A1  tlOll 
in  his  Health,  which  hitherto  had  been  unprejudiced  by 
his  Fatigues.  Through  his  want  of  Reft,  and  ftiil  affiduous 
Application  to  Bufinefs,  an  inflammatory  Fever  followed, 
which  proved  fatal  to  him  at  Vincennes  ;  the  French 
Writers  fay,  on  the  28th,  our  Authors,  on  the  laft  of 
Auguft ,  1422  b  Fie  enjoyed  his  Senfes  to  the  laft,  and 
died  with  as  much  Glory,  as  he  had  lived,  employing  his 
laft  Breath  in  giving  fuch  Directions  as  were  neceflary 

for 
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for  the  Safety  of  both  his  Kingdoms :  and  Experience 
flic  wed,  that  if  his  Rules  had  been  purfued,  his  Family 
might  have  owed  the  Prefervation  of  Frartce  to  his  Wif- 
dom,  as  they  did  the  Pofleffion  thereof  to  his  Courage 
and  Power.  He  was  indifputably  one  of  the  greateft,  as 
well  as  bra  veil  Princes  that  ever  fat  on  the  Englijh 
Throne,  and  would  in  all  Probability  have  provided 
effedually  for  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  his  Subiedls 
if  he  had  lived  to  finifh  his  Wars.  As  it  was,  he  perform¬ 
ed  a  great  deal  in  fo  fhort  a  Reign  as  nine  Years  and  a 
half,  confidering  alfo  that  he  was  but  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  Year  of  his  Age  when  he  died. 

I  t  mull  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea 
was  fully  maintained  under  fo  enterprizing  a  Prince,  and 
one  fo  jealous  of  his  Rights.  I  fay,  this  mull  be  fuppofed, 
though  there  had  been  no  exprefs  Evidence  of  it,  which 
however  is  far  from  being  wanting.  He  took  Occafion 
to  have  his  Title  and  Authority  in  this  Relpedl,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Preambles  to  Adis  of  Parliament u ;  he 
maintained  Prong  Squadrons  at  Sea,  and  on  the  Coafts, 
he  humbled  all  the  IVfaritime  Powers  of  Europe  in-  his 
Fiine,  on  Account  of  ,  the  Succours  they  gave  the 
French ,  and  thereby  drew  great  Advantages  to  his  Sub- 
jeds,  especially  from  the  Trade  of  Flanders ,  which  by 
a  clofe  Alliance  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  he  in  a 
Manner  absolutely  fecured  to  them.  Yet,  for  all  this, 
the  Nation  was  exceflively  diPrefled,  as  well  through 
the  Interruption  of  Trade,  as  by  the  immenfe  Taxes 
leviea  upon  them  for  the  Support  of  his  Wars,  info- 

much 
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much,  that  in  the  eighth  Year  of  his  Reign,  his  Chancell¬ 
or  bewailed  to  him  in  Parliament,  the  Feeblenefs  and  I  o- 
verty  of  the  People,  as  himfelf  exprehed  it,  and  belought 
him  to  apply  the  only  Remedy  which  could  preferve 
them  from  Ruin,  a  fpeedy  Peace,  and  a  Stop  to  his  Ex- 
pences,  which  the  Ring  promiied  :  and  indeed  he  could 
not  but  be  fenfible  of  the  Truth  of  what  the  Chancellor 
faid,  iince  he  had  been  himfelf  obliged  to  pawn  his  Im¬ 
perial  Crown  of  Gold  to  Henry  Bifhop  of  Wincheftery 
for  what  in  thefe  Days  would  be  thought  a  very  incon- 
fiderable  Sum  of  Money  w.  All  this  he  did  to  obtain  his 
French  Dominions,  which  in  his  Son’s  Time,  the  v/ifeft 
Men  in  England  thought  more  expedient  to  lofe  than 
keep :  Time  and  Experience  having  always  juftified  this 
Fundamental  Maxim  of  Englijb  Policy,  that  the  Subjedls 
Wealth  can  have  no  other  Source  than  Trade,  and  the 

0  *  * 

Majelty  of  the  Crown  no  better  Support  than  a  firm 
Trull  in  the  People’s  Love,  and  in  Confequence  of  their 
extenfive  Commerce,  a  fuperior  Power  at  Sea.  This 
is  the  Voice  of  Nature,  in  making  cur  Country  an  Ifland ; 
the  Dictate  of  Reafon, which  fnews,  that  all  Force  is  lefien- 
ed  by  an  unnecefiary  Extenfion;  and  the  LelTon  taught 
us  not  only  by  our  Hiftory  in  general,  but  by  the  Oc¬ 
currences  under  every  Reign :  the  Reader,  therefore,  mull 
not  be  furprized  to  find  ms  frequently  inculcating  w7hat 
ought  always  to  beremembred,  and  what  at  every  Turn, 
notwithftanding,  wre  are  but  too  apt  to  forget. 

HENRY  VI.  from  the  Place  of  his  Birth  fliled 
Henry  of  Windfor ,  fucceeded  his  Father  before  he  was  a 

Year 
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A/ear  old',  under  the  Tuition  of  his  Uncles,  all  Men  of 
great  Experience  and  Abilities  x.  Of  thefe,  Humphry 
lattice  C) f  (PloUi/ Sj  1 sr  was  Protestor  of  England ,  Thomas 
Duke  of  Exeter  had  the  Cuftody  of  the  King’s  Perfon, 
and  John  Duke  of  Bedford  was  Regent  of  France.  It 
was  not  long  before  Henry  became  King  of  France ,  as 
well  as  of  England ;  for  the  French  King,  Charles  VI.  dy- 
ing,  on  the  21ft  of  October  1422,  he  was  proclaimed 
at  Fans ,  though  the  French  immediately  owned  the 
Dauphin,  who  was  now  called  Charles  VII.  y  In  the 
Beginning  of  his  Reign,  Things  went  better  than  could 
well  have  been  expelled,  under  an  Infant  Prince ;  for 
Humphry  Duke  of  Gloucefer  took  Care  to  fupply  his 
Brother  in  France  both  with  Money  and  Men  3  and  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  on  his  Side,  taking  all  imaginable  Care 
to  preferve  the  Friendfhips  of  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy 
and  Brit  any ,  maintained  himfelf  by  their  Affillance, 
in  the  Pofieflion  of  all  the  Dominions  wfhich  were  left 
to  his  Son  by  King  Henry  V.  and  if  the  fame  Union 
had  continued,  mult  have  conflantly  preferved  them ; 
for  the  French  King,  Charles ,  w7as  never  ilrong  enough 
to  have  dealt  w7ith  fuch  Confederates :  but  it  was  not 
long  before  this  Harmony  was  dilfolved,  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefer ,  who  was  Prote&or  of  England ,  took  Jaque- 
hney  Duichefs  of  Hainault ,  from  her  Hufband  the  Duke 
o {'Brabant^  married  her,  and  in  her  Right  pretended 
to  large  Dominions  in  the  Low  Countries,  which  he 
fought  to  recover  by  the  Help  of  an  Englijh  Fleet  and 

Army 
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Army.  Thefe  Meafures  difgufted  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
■who  was  extremely  concerned  for  what  had  happened  to 
his  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  became  thencefor¬ 
ward  difaffeiSed  to  the  Englifh,  and  fhortly  after  defert- 
ed  them  z.  In  1429,  King  Henry  was  crowned  in  Eng¬ 
land,  on  the  6th  of  November,  and  in  the  latter  End  of 
1430,  he  was  crowned  King  of  France  at  Paris,  where 
he  remained  for  two  Years  ;  but  during  that  Space,  his 
Affairs  rather  declined  than  mended,  and  after  his  De-  ' 
parture,  and  the  Death  of  his  Uncle  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford r,  which  happened  in  1435,  they  grew  worfe  and 

worfe a. 

In  the  fucceeding  Year,  the  Duke  of  York  was  named 
Regent  of  France ;  but  being  hated  by  many  of  the 
great  Men  in  England ,  he  was  fo  difappointed  in  the 
Supplies  which  he  fhould  have  carried  over  into  that 
Kingdom,  that  before  his  Arrival,  Paris  fell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  French .  The  Duke  of  Burgundy  alfo,  in 
the  Month  of  July,  laid  Siege  to  the  City  of  Calais , 
with  a  very  great  Force,  which  obliged  the  Lord  Pro¬ 
tector  to  think  of  relieving  it  from  England  3  accord- 
ingly  he  railed  a  great  Army,  which  he  embarked  on 
board  a  Fleet  of  five  hundred  Sail,  and  landing  near 
Calais ,  marched  diredtly  to  fight  the  Enemy.  The 
Flemings ,  however,  raifed  the  Siege  precipitately,  and 
retired  into  their  own  Territories,  whither  the  Regent  pur- 
'  Lied  them  with  his  Army,  and  after  living  in  the  Coun¬ 
try  at  Difcretion  for  feme  Time,  he  again  returned  into 
England b.  Towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1437, 

the 
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tne  Earl  of  Warwick  was  fent  Regent  into  France,  in 
the  Room  of  the  Duke  of  Tor k,  and,  which  is  very  re- 
markable,  was  (hipped  and  unfihipped  feven  Times  be¬ 
fore  he  made  his  Voyage;  he  dying  fliortly  after,  the 
Duke  of  York  was  again  fent  in  his  Place,  where,  not- 
withdanding  thefe  Supplies,  the  Englijh  Affairs  continu¬ 
ally  declined,  fo  that  in  1445,  a  Peace  was  concluded, 
and  King  Henry  was  content  to  marry  a  French  Princeff, 
whofe  Name  was  Margaret ,  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke 
of  Anjou,  much  to  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Nation,  and 
which  was  attended  with  the  word  Conlequences  imagi- 
nable%  A  lingering  War,  and  an  infidious  Peace  had 
deprived  the  Englijh  of  all  their  Conqueds  in  France , 
except  Calais ,  and  a  very  few  other  Places ;  and  though 
the  Nation  was  fenfible  of  the  mighty  Expence  which 
attended  the  keeping  them,  yet  they  faw  with  Grief  the 

Lofs  of  Cities  and  Provinces  purchafed  with  the  Blood 
of  their  Ancestors c. 

'  The  French  were  not  contented  with  this,  but  ha¬ 
ving  dill  in  view  the  effeffual  Redudlion  of  the  Englijh 
Power,  they  meditated  even  in  a  Time  of  Peace  a  De- 
fcent  upon  this  Kingdom,  which  they  executed  in  1547. 
As  this  is  a  Matter  chiefly  reflecting  the  Naval  Hif- 
tory  of  England ,  I  think  my  felf  not  only  at  Liberty, 
but  even  obliged  to  fet  it  in  the  cleared  Light.  The 
leigning  French  King,  Charles  VII.  was,  without 
Quedion,  one  of  the  abled  Princes  of  his  Age.  He 
faw  with  I  error  the  EngliJ. b  Power  at  Sea,  and  with 
Sname,  Ins  own  Incapacity  to  dilpute  therewith.  In 

order 
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order  to  remedy  this,  he  made  a  Treaty  OfFenfive  and 
Defenfive  with  Chrijtern  the  iirft  King  of  Denmark , 
by  Virtue  of  which,  that  Prince  was  obliged  to  furnifli 
him  on  certain  Conditions,  with  at  lead  forty  good  Ships, 
and  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand  Men,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  again  ft  England .  Yet,  by  another  Article  in  this 
Treaty,  this,  for  which  alone  it  was  made,  was  entirely 
defeated.  The  French  King  had  engaged,  that  the  then 
King  of  Scots  fliould  give  Satisfaction  to  the  Danes , 
with  whom  he  had  long  had  a  Difference,  and  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  bring  this  to  bear,  the  Danes  refufed  to  fur¬ 
nifli  any  Succours.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  Queen  of 
England  like  a  true  French  Woman  had  entered  into  a 
fecret  Negotiation  with  the  King  of  Scots  y  and  finding 
that  he  was  like  to  be  too  hard  prefled  by  the  Englljhy 
ihe  thought  a  French  Invafion  might  at  once  ferve  her 
Purpofes,  and  fave  the  Scots.  With  this  View  (he  ap¬ 
plied  herfelf  to  her  Relations  in  France ,  who  eafilv  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  Court  to  enter  into  this  Meafure.  A 
Fleet  accordingly  was  fitted  out  in  Normandy ,  and  m 
the  Month  of  Augvfi  1457,  they  made  a  Defcent  on 
the  Coaft  of  Kent,  and  landed  eighteen  hundred  Men 
about  two  Leagues  from  Sandwich ,  whither  they  had 
Orders  to  march  by  Land,  while  the  Admiral  attacked 
it  by  Sea.  We  have  a  very  circumftantial  Relation  of 
this  whole  Affair  in  Father  Daniel’s  Hiftory,  and  in¬ 
deed  I  think  a  more  diftindt  Account  than  any  I  have 
met  of  the  like  Nature  in  our  Hiftorians.  He  owns, 
however,  that  the  Englijh  notwithftanding  their  beine 
furprized,  defended  themfelves  with  incomparable  Va¬ 


lour,  and  that  though  the  Town  was  burnt  and  pillaged 
at  laft,  yet  it  coft  a  great  deal  of  Blood,  which  irirht 

Vcl.  I.  '  •  s 
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perhaps  balance  the  Booty  acquired  by  it.  The  Reflec¬ 
tion  he  makes  upon  it  is  a  little  partial.  Thus,  fays  he* 
a  Prince  whom  the  Englijb  thirty  Years  before  called  in 
Contempt  King  of  Bourges  was  now  powerful  enough  to 
infult  them  in  their  own  Ifland,  and  to  menace  their 
Country  with  the  fame  Mifchiefs  which  they  had  here¬ 
tofore  brought  upon  France d.  As  if  there  had  been  no 
Difference  between  furprizing  the  T own  of  Sandwich , 
that  was  quitted  the  next  Day,  and  the  Pofleihon  of 
Paris  for  many  Years.  However,  his  Zeal  for  his 
Country  might  well  excufe  a  greater  Error  than  this. 

The  French  made  alfo  fome  other  Attempts  upon 
the  Coaft  e,  and  the  Scots  entered  and  plundered  the 
Borders;  but  thefe  Accidents  far  from  producing  the  Ef¬ 
fects  which  the  Queen  and  her  Partizans  expeded, 
ferved  only  to  heighten  that  general  DifafFedion  which 
now  began  to  difcover  itfelf,  and  from  whence  it  was 
but  too  vifible,  that  the  Councils  of  this  French  Queen 
would  undo  the  well-meaning  Prince  her  Husband. 
The  Favourers  of  the  Houfe  of  York  had,  with  infinite 
Pains  cultivated  an  Intereft  with  the  Sea-faring  People* 
and  amongft  the  Inhabitants  of  Ireland .  The  former  they 
perfuaded,  that  all  Care  of  the  Coalts  was  negleded,  and 
into  the  latter  they  infufed  the  Itrongeft  Apprehenfions 
of  Oppreflion  and  Deftrudion.  The  famous  Earl  of 
Warwick ,  the  then  great  Supporter  of  the  Houfe  of 
York,  had  procured  himfelf  to  be  made  Admiral,  and 
to  (hew  his  Diligence  in  that  Office,  and  his  Care  of 
the  Englijh  Honour,  caufed  feveral  Squadrons  to  put  to 

Sea, 
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Sea,  to  the  Officers  of  which  he  gave  Inftrudlions  as  he 
thought  proper.  One  of  thefe  Squadrons  on  Trinity - 

Sunday  1458,  fell  in  with  the  Spanijh  Fleet,  who  treat- 

•  .  r  .  \ 

ing  them  as  Enemies,  they  returned  their  Floftilities, 
and  after  a  long  and  (harp  Difpute,  took  fix  of  their 
Ships  laden  with  Iron  and  other  Merchandize,  and  ei¬ 
ther  funk  or  drove  on  Shore  twenty-fix  more  f.  This 
Exploit  many  of  our  Hiftorians  confound  with  that 
which  follows,  and  which  was  fubfequent  thereto  in 
point  of  Time ;  though  we  cannot  fix  its  Date,  yet  by 
a  certain  Circumftance  it  unqueftionably  appears,  they 
were  diflindt  Enterprizes*  the  former  being  performed 
only  by  the  Earl  of  fVarwick* s  Ships,  whereas  the  latter 
was  by  him  atchieved  in  Perfon  &. 

This  great  Nobleman  had  by  Authority  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  been  appointed  Captain  of  Calais ;  but  the  Queen 
having  with  much  Artifice  and  Flattery  drawn  him  to 
Court,  thought  to  have  prevented  his  ever  going  to  his 
Charge,  by  procuring  him  to  be  fuddenly  murdered.  An 
Attempt  of  this  fort  was  actually  made  in  the  Palace, 
from  which  the  Earl  narrowly  efcaped,  and  flying  im¬ 
mediately  to  a  little  Veflcl  he  had  in  the  River,  he  there¬ 
in  tranfported  himfeif  to  Calais ,  where  he  had  a  verv 

j 

flrong  Squadron  of  flout  Ships.  With  fourteen  Sail  of 
thefe  he  fhortly  after  put  to  Sea,  in  order  to  fcour  the 
Coafis,  and  to  hinder  the  Queen  from  receiving  any 
Succours  from  France  ;  as  alfo  to  aid,  if  Occaiion  fhould 
fo  require,  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  Party.  It  fo  fell 


S  2 


f  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  404.  s  Compare  the  Accounts  given 
by  Mr.  Burchet  and  Mr.  Echard  with  that  of  Rapin,  and  with 
the  Relation  of  the  fuccceding  Story  in  Holingfhead. 
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out,  that  failing  through  the  Channel,  he  met  with  five 
very  large  Ships  richly  laden.  Three  of  thefe  were 
Genoefe ,  and  two  Spanijh :  he  attacked  them  though  they 
were  exceedingly  _  well  provided  both  with  Men  and 
Ammunition,  as  appeared  by  their  defending  themfelves 
two  Days  ;  at  length  however  they  were  beaten,  two 
efcaping  by  Flight,  and  the  other  three  falling  into  his 
Hands  were  carried  to  Calais ,  where  their  Cargoes,  va¬ 
lued  at  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  Pounds,  were  difpofed 
of,  to  the  great  Profit  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Place 
In  this  Engagement  the  Earl  loft  about  fifty  Men,  and 
the  Enemy  a  thoufand  h. 

Thenceforward  there  were  fcarce  any  Meafures 
kept,  the  Duke  of  York  retiring  into  Ireland ,  and  many 
of  the  principal  Nobility  to  Calais ,  where  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  ftill  kept  a  great  Fleet,  and  had  befides  fuch 
an  Xntereft  in  all  the  Sea-faring  People  of  E?igland , 
that*  the  King  found  it  impoffible  to  make  Ufe  even  of 
the  Naval  Power  that  remained,  again  ft  this  formidable 
Lord.  The  Queen,  however,  fent  down  the  Lord  Ri¬ 
vers  to  Sandwich ,  with  Orders  to  equip  as  ftrong  a 
Squadron  as  he  poflibly  could,  in  order  to  deprive  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  of  his  Government  of  Calais .  But 
when  thefe  Ships  were  almoft  ready,  the  Earl  fent  Sir 
John  Dineham ,  an  Officer  of  his,  who  furprized  him 
in  Port,  and  not  only  carried  away  all  their  Ships,  but 
alfo  their  Commander  Richard  Lord  Rivers ,  and  Antho¬ 
ny  Woodville  his  Son,  who  long  remained  Prifoners  at 
Calais .  After  this,  one  Sir  Baldwin  Fulford  undertook 

to 
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to  burn  the  Earl’s  Fleet  in  the  Haven  of  Calais ,  which 
quickly  appeared  to  be  but  a  vain  Enterprize.  At  laft, 
the  Duke  of  Exeter  being  made  Admiral,  and  having 
Information  that  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  failed  with 
his  Fleet  into  Ireland ,  Hood  to  Sea  with  the  Royal 
Navy,  in  order  to  intercept  him,  but  when  the  Earl 
of  Warwick's  Fleet  appeared,  the  Sailors  on  Board  the 
King’s  fhewed  fo  much  Coldnefs,  that  it  was  not  judged 
fafe  to  fight ;  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  on  the  other 
hand,  being  tender  of  the  Lives  of  his  Countrymen, 
and  unwilling  to  deftroy  any  of  the  King’s  Fleet,  palled 
by  without  molefling  them.  But  he  did  not  afterwards 
fliew  the  fame  Moderation,  when  on  an  Invitation 
from  the  Kent  iff. b  Men,  he  refolved  to  land  in  their 
Country ;  for  Sir  Simon  Mountford  being  then  Warden 
of  the  Cinque-Ports,  and  lying  with  a  very  ftrong  Squa¬ 
dron  at  Sandwich ,  in  order  to  oppofe  his  landing,  he  at¬ 
tacked,  defeated  and  deftroyed  the  greateft  Part  of  them, 
and  amongft  the  reft  Sir  Simon  himfelf  perilhed  \  Af¬ 
ter  this,  little  remarkable  happened  in  Naval  Affairs, 
during  the  reft  of  i  this  unfortunate  Reign,  which  ended 
ftrangely  ;  for  after  the  Duke  of  York  had  been  defeated 

and  killed  in  Battel,  his  Son  Edward  Earl  of  March 

\  * 

by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  the  City  of  London ,  where  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  Confent  of  the  Nation,  he  was  acknowledged  for 
their  lawful  Prince,  and  King  Henry  depofed,  after  hold¬ 
ing,  though  very  unfteadily,  the  Englijh  Sceptre  near 
thirty-nine  Years  k. 

S  3  It 
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It  appears  from  our  Records,  that  while  the  Houfe 
of  Lancafler  poftefled  the  Throne,  extraordinary  Fa¬ 
vour  was  fhewn  to  the  Hanfe  Towns ,  the  Inhabitants 
of  which  had  great  Priviledges  granted  to  them  here* 
and  were  thereby  enabled  to  manage  a  good  Part  of  our 
Trade  the  reft  was  in  a  manner  engrofied  by  Floren¬ 
tines  ,  and  other  Italians  m,  which  was  partly  owing  to 
the  Neceffities  of  King  Henry  V.  during  his  French 
Wars,  and  partly  alfo  to  the  weak  Adminiftration  un¬ 
der  his  Son,  efpecialiy  in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Reign, 

'  when  through  the  Influence  of  the  Queen,  the  Intereft 
of  Foreigners  was  conftantly  promoted.  This  occafi- 
cned  frequent  Tumults  in  the  City  of  London ,  and  was 
one  great  Caufe  of  that  ftrange  Revolution,  in  Favour 
of  the  Houfe  of  York ,  who,  as  we  before  obferved, 
made  their  Court  to  the  People,  by  fhewing  a  ftrong 
Averfion  to  Strangers,  and  by  cherifliing  the  Seamen,  of 
whom  little  Care  had  been  taken  in  this laft  Reign.  How 
Things  inftantly  changed  after  King  Henry* s  Depoftti- 
on,  and  how  the  Englijh  refurned  again  their  Sovereign¬ 
ty  of  the  Sea,  will  be  fhewn  in  the  next  Chapter,  from 
Foreign  Writers  as  well  as  our  own. 


1  Molloy  de  Jure  maritime,  p.  341.  m  Stowe’s  An¬ 

nals,  p.  401. 
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The  Naval  Hifiory  of  ENGLAND,  during  the 
Reigns  of  Edward  IV.  Edward  V.  and  Ri¬ 
chard  III.  of  the  Houfe  of  York.  Containing 

the  Space  cf  twenty-five  Years . 

„  » 

D  TV  A  R  D  IV.  Son  to  Richard  Duke 
of  York ,  and  by  his  Mother  Heir  to 
Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  third  Son  of 
King  Edward  III.  and  confequently 
prior  in  1  itle  to  the  Dine  of  Lancajler, 
whofe  Anceftor  was  John  of  Gaunt ,  fourth  Son  to  the 
fame  King  Edward,  aflumed  the  Crown  on  the  fourth 
of  March  1460  61,  being  then  about  twenty  Years  of 
Age a.  He  was  forced  to  fight  for  his  Crown  before  he 
had  well  put.it  on,  and  though  in  the  Battel  cf  Towton, 
which  wras  fought  on  Ptz/sz-Sunday  after  his  Acceinon, 
he  totally  defeated  King  Henry,  who  was  forced  to  fly  in¬ 
to  Scotland,  yet  his  Queen  palling  over  into  France,  pro¬ 
cured  there  Afiiftance  under  the  Command  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Peter  de  Brtf,  who  in  the  former  Reign  had 
taken  Sandwich  ;  but  through  the  Affeftion  which  all 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sea  Coaft  bore  to  the  Houfe  of 
York,  fhe  was  difappointed  in  her  Burpofe,  and  forced 

S  4  ,  after 


»  This  is  owned  by  all  our  Hiftorians,  though  enough 
difted  to  the  Lancaftrian  Patty;  but  is  fully  let  out  in'Sp 

Chronicle,  p.  67c. 
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alter  entering  ! Tin-mouth -Bay ,  to  puf  again  to  Sea,  and 
retire  into  Scotland b.  About  this  Time  the  Eat  1  of  Kent 
was  at  Sea' with  a  ftout  Navy,  fcoured  all  the  Coaff, 
i  and  landing  in  Britagne  with  ten  thoufand  Men,  took 
and  burnt  the  Town  of  Conquet ,  ravaged  the  Ifland  of 
A/.v,  and  carried  oit  a  great  Booty0.  This  early  Care  of 
ti  .e  Sea,  fhew's  the  i  emperand  Genius  of  this  Prince,  and 
now  fit  he  was  to  hold  the  Engli/J)  Sceptre^  vet  he 
treated  his  Predeceffor.  Henry  but  indifferently,  caufine* 
him  to  be  brought  to  the  Tower ,  and  there  kept  very 
ffriaiy,  though  he  was  of  a  blamelefs  Life,,  and  gene¬ 
rally  revered  by  the  People d.  The  Defection  of  the 
Earl  of  Warwick ,  whofe  Power  had  greatly  contributed 
to  gain  him  the  Crown,  had  well  nigh  taken  it  from 
Edward  again  5  yet  whence  that  Defection  grew  is  not 
eafily  known.  I  muff  confefs,  this  is  not  properly  my 
Bufmefs;  but  inafmuch  as  the  great  Power  of  this  Earl 
of  Warwick  fprung  from  his  being  Admiral  and  Cap¬ 
tain  of  Calais ,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark  the  Errors 
that  are  crept  into  almoff  all  our  Hiffories  concerning  him; 
the  rather,  becaufe  the  Matter  is  new,  and  not  only 
affedfs  our  own,  but  alfo  fome  of  the  moft  accurate  a- 
mong  foreign  Hifforians. 

The  Story  we  are  told  is,  that  the  Earl  of  War - 
wick  was  fent  into  France ,  to  treat  of  a  Marriage  be¬ 
tween  King  Edward ,  and  the  Lady  Bona  of  Savoy,  Siffer 
to  the  Queen  of  France ,  and,  that  while  he  wasabfent 

on 


b  Stowe's  Annals,  p.  4.16.  Holingfhead,  Speed.  c  Stowe, 
ubi  /upra.  Rapin  queftions  this  Fadft,  becaufe  not  taken  Notice 
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on  this  Embaffy,  the  King  married  the  Lady  Grey , 
Daughter  to  the  Lord  Rivers,  by  j aqueiina  Dutchels  of 
Bedford  e.  But  Mr.  Hearne  has  publifhed  fome  Me¬ 
moirs  of  this  Reign,  written  by  a  Perfon,  who  not  only 
lived  therein,  but  was  alfo  well  acquainted  with  the 
King  and  the  principal  Perfons  in  his  Court  «  He  vouch¬ 
es  the  Thing  to  be  quite  otherwife,  and  that  this  Story 
was  deviled  in  after  Times  to  hide  the  Truth.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  him,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  had  not  been  in  France 
before  the  King’s  Marriage,  which  was  on  the  iff  of 
May ,  1463  ;  but  four  Years  afterwards,  viz.  in  1467, 
he  was  lent  to  treat  with  King  Lewis ,  with  whom  he 
began  to  hold  privately  fome  Intelligence,  for  the  re- 
ftoring  King  Henry ,  to  whofe  Party  the  French  had  al¬ 
ways  been  inclined  L  Indeed  this  feems  to  be  the  Truth, 
and  accords  much  better  with  Dates  and  Fafts  than  the 
other  Story,  finceit  is  noteafy  to  conceive,  how  a  Man 
of  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  violent  Temper,  fhould  dil- 
femble  his  Refentment  fo  many  Years  together  *.  The 
true  Caufe,  therefore,  of  his  quitting  the  King  was,  his 
immeafurable  Ambition,  and  the  Apprehenfions  he  was 
under,  that  the  Queen’s  Kindred  would  fupplant  him 
and  his  Friends;  and  this,  notwithftanding  the  great 
Offices  of  which  he  was  poflefled,  and  which,  as  my  Au¬ 
thor  fays,  brought  him  in  twenty  thoufand  Marks  per 
Annum  h.  The  means  he  ufed  to  diftrefs  the  King  was^ 
drawing  off  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  whom 
he  married  to  his  Daughter,  and  then  retired  with  him 

to 
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to  Calais.  On  this  Occafion,  the  Fleet  ftuck  to  the 
Earl,  agairift  the  King,  as  having  been  long  under  his 
Command.  This  enabled  him  to  return  fpeedily  into 
England ,  where  he,  and  his  Son-in-law,  the  Duke  of 
Clarence ,  fcon  railed  a  powerful  Army,  and  marching 
to  Warwick ,  furprized  the  King’s  Forces,  beat  them,  and 
took  him  Prifoner  \  Edward ,  however,  efcaped  (faortly 
after,  and  drove  the  Earl  and  Duke  to  fuch  Diftrefles, 
that  they  were  forced  to  join  their  Party  to  that  of 
the  depofed  King  Henry  :  and  even  this  helped  them  but 
a  little  ;  for  after  feveral  Difputes,  in  which  the  King 
had  the  better,  the  Duke  retired  into  France ,  and  the 
Earl  went  on  board  his  Fleet,  with  which  he  failed  to 
Calais ,  and  being  there  refufed  Entrance,  put  into  feveral 
Harbours  in  Normandy ,  where  he  met  with  all  the  Fa¬ 
vour  and  Afliftance  he  could  defire,  from  the  French 
King  k.  While  an  Army  was  providing,  to  be  by  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  tranfported  into  England ,  Part  of  his 
Fleet  cruized  upon  the  Flemings ,  and  took  many  of 
their  Ships,  becaufe  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  their  Sove¬ 
reign,  fided  with  King  Edward ,  whole  Sifter  he  had 
married.  The  Duke,  to  revenge  this  ill  Ufage,  drew 
together  a  great  Fleet,  and  therewith  failing  to  the  Mouth 
of  the  Seine,  blocked  up  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  Ships  in 
their  Harbour.  Towards  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of 
September ,  147 1;  the  French  King  furnifhed  the  Earl 
of  Warwick ,  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  and  Queen  Mar¬ 
garet,  all  now  of  one  Party,  with  great  Succours,  not 

only 


1  Hifoire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel,  Tom.  vi.  p.  414. 
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only  of  Men,  but  of  Ships,  which  enabled  them  to 
force  their  Pafiage,  fo  that  landing  on  the  13th  ot  Sep¬ 
tember,  fome  at  Plymouth,  others  at  Dartmouth,  they 
quickly  drew  together  fo  great  a  Force,  and  withal, 
brought  fo  many  of  the  King’s  Court  to  defert  him,  that 
Edward  fearing  to  be  betrayed,  fled,  with  fuch  of  his 
Friends  as  he  could  belt  trait,  to  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  and 
in  getting  thither,  ran  great  Hazards There,  on  the 
3d  of  October  he  embarked  on  board  an  Englijh  Ship, 
and  his  Friends  on  board  two  Dutch  Hulks,  intending 
to  have  palled  over  into  Flanders ;  but  fome  Ships  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Hanfe  Towns,  attacked  him  :  nor  was  it 
without  great  Difficulty,  that  his  fm all  Squadron  got 
clear,  and  at  laft  landed  him  fafe  in  Zeeland.  His  Queen, 
whom  he  left  big  with  Child,  and  in  the  utmoft  Diftre'fs, 
took  Shelter  in  the  Sanduary  at  Wejlminjler,  where  file 
brought  forth  her  eldeft  Son,  afterwards  the  unfortunate 

Edward  V.  m 

As  foon  as  the  King’s  Flight  was  known,  Henry 
was  releafed  from  his  Imprifonment,  and  again  feated 
on  the  Throne,  Edward  proclaimed  a  Ufurper,  and 
many  of  his  Favourites  put  to  Death  as  T raitors,  his 
own  Brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence  concurring  in  thefe 
Meafures ;  for  which,  the  Crown  was  entailed  upon  him 
and  his  Heirs  in  cafe  the  Male  Line  of  King  Henry 
fnould  fail \  Edward ,  however,  Hill  kept  up  his  Spirits, 
and  though  he  found  himfelf  difappointed  in  the  only 
Friend  to  whom  hetrufted,  his  Brother-in-law,  Charles 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  durft  not  provoke  both  Eng¬ 
land 


’Speed’s  Chronicle,  p.  681. 
”  Hall,  Holingfoead,  Rapin'. 


111  Grafton,  Stowe,  Speed. 


*68 


*68  y  A  VA  L  H IS  TO  R  T 

knd  and  France  by  openly  affifting  him,  yet  he  refolved 
to  venture  with  the  fmall  Train  he  had  about  him, 
and  in  a  few  Ships  which  were  lent  him,  to  return  into 
his  Country  °.  I  his  was  certainly  adding  like  an  Englijh 
King,  who  ought  rather  to  die  in  the  Field  averting  his 
Right,  than  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  Subjects,  by  living 
long  a 3  an  Exile  in  foreign  Parts. 


His  whole  Force  confided  but  in  four  Ships  of  War, 
and  fourteen  Tranfports,  on  board  of  which  were  em¬ 
barked  about  two  thoufand  Men?.  He  intended  to  have 
landed  in  Norfolk ,  but  a  Storm  prevented  him,  and  o- 
bliged  him  after  fome  Days  tolling  at  Sea,  to  run  with 
a  fmall  Squadron  into  the  Port  of  Ravenfpur  in  York- 
fslre ,  from  whence  he  marched  diredtly  towards  York, 
declaring  at  liril,  that  he  fought  no  more  than  his  Inheri¬ 
tance  as  Duke  of  York,  and  that  he  was  content  Kin^ 
Henry  fhould  wear  the  Crown  5  but  as  foon  as  he  found 
himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  confiderable  Army,  he  laid  alide 
this  Pretence,  refumed  his  Royal  Title,  and  in  the  famous 
Battel  of  Barnet  defeated  and  killed  the  celebrated 
Earl  of  Warwick ,  who  by  his  Succefs,  acquired  the 
Sur-name  of  Make-King  %  Shortly  after  he  defeated 
Queen  Margaret ,  and  her  Son  the  Prince  of  Wales ,  at 
Tewkjbury  J,  where  the  latter  loll  his  Life  r.  In  the  mean 
Time  the  Fleet  was  Hill  in  very  bad  Hands.  The  Ballard 
Fauconbridge ,  who  commanded  under  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick 5  held  it  in  the  Name  of  King  Henry ,  but  in  re¬ 
ality 
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slityto  his  own  Ufe.  His  fcft  Projeft  was,  the  taking 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  the  King’s  Abfence;  in  order 
to  which)  he  brought  his  Ships  into  the  IVIouth  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  landed  himfelf  with  feventeen  thou¬ 
sand  Men,  with  whom  he  boldly  attacked  the  Place, 
and  was  as  gallantly  received,  the  Citizens  defending 
themfelves  with  fuch  Refolution,  that  he  was  forced  to 
retreat  with  great  Lofs s.  Soon  after,  he  gave  up  the 
Fleet,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  King,  who  knighted 
him,  and  made  him  Vice-Admiral;  which  Honour,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  for  entering  into  fome  new 
Intrigues,  he  was  detefted,  and  loll  his  Head1. 

King  Edivard  had  no  fooner  fettled  Affairs  at  Home, 
and  reftored  the  Peace,  and  Naval  Power  of  England , 
than  he  thought  of  revenging  himfelf  on  the  French ,  for 
the  Trouble  they  had  given  him ;  for  which  a  fair  Oc- 
cafion  offered,  by  the  breaking  out  of  a  War  between 
Lewis  XL  and  Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy  u.  To  the 
Afiiflance  of  the  latter,  he  paffed  over  with  a  mighty 
Army,  attended  by  a  Fleet  of  five  hundred  Sail,  with 
which,  in  the  Month  of  July ,  1475,  he  entered  the 
Road  of  Calais ,  where  he  debarked  his  Forces.  This 

fufficiently  {hews  the  great  Maritime  Strength  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  thefe  Times,  when  the  King,  alter  fuch  an  un- 
fettled  State,  and  fo  many  Revolutions  as  had  lately  hap¬ 
pened,  was  able,  in  a  Years  Space,  to  undertake  fuch  an 
Expedition  as  this,  and  with  fo  great  a  Force  w.  When 

he 
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lie  came  to  take  the  Field,  however,  he  did  not  find 
that  Affiflance  from  his  Allies  which  he  expeded*  and 
therefore,  though  at  the  beginning  he  pretended  to  no  fefs 
than  the  Conqueft  of  France  ;  yet  on  King  Lewis's  de- 
lirir.g  to  treat  of  Peace,  he  was  content  to  enter  into  a 
Negotiation,  which  ended  much  to  his  Satisfadion,  and, 
all  Things  confidered,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Na¬ 
tion  ;  for  the  French  King  gave  very  large  Sums  by  way 
of  Prefent  to  the  Englijh  Soldiers,  and  difcovered  by  va¬ 
rious  other  Ads,  fiich  a  Terror  at  the  Englijh  Name, 
<-iS  might  ferve  inflead  or  many  Victories  x.  This  Peace 
is  generally  ftiled  the  Peace  of  Amiens ,  from  the  Place 
wnere  it  was  treated  ;  and  the  curious  Reader  may  find 
it  at  large  in  Rymer’s  Colledion  r,  as  well  as  fome  re¬ 
markable  Circum fiances  relating  thereto  in  Philip  de 
Commines ,  and  in  the  molt  authentic  of  the  French 
Writers  z. 

In  confequence  of  this  Treaty,  the  King  received  an 
annual  Penfion  from  France ,  of  fifty  thoufand  Crowns, 
which  he  looked  upon,  not  without  Reafon,  as  a  Kind 
of  Tribute,  and  applied  a  great  Part  of  it  to  the  Repair 
ct  his  Navy,  for  which  he  always  fhewed  a  great  Con¬ 
cern  ;  and  by  keeping  Squadrons  continually  at  Sea, 
Leid  the  timorous  Lewis  XI.  King  of  France ,  in  con¬ 
tinual  Terrors,  who  to  fecure  his  own  Peace,  diflributed 
annually  vaft  Sums  amongft  the  Privy  Council  of  Eng¬ 
land  \  A  War  with  Scotland  gave  the  King  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity 


x  Hiftoire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel,  Tom.  vi.  p.  461, 
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tunity  of  difplaying  his  Force  by  lending  a  gicat  Aimy 
under  the  Command  of  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cejler  +,4  into  that  Country,  and  a  powerful  Fleet  upon 
Its  Coaft ;  which  fo  terrified  the  Scots,  that  they  obliged 
their  Prince  to  accept  of  any  Propofals  that  were  made 
to  him  b.  After  the  Return  of  the  Duke  of  GlouceJlery 
the  Kins’s  Affairs  began  to  take  a  lets  fortunate  Turn. 
He  had  created  great  T roubles  at  Home,  by  taking  oft 
his  Brother,  the  Duke  of  Clarence^  not  without  ftrong 
Sufpicions  of  Injuftice c.  He  had  crofled  the  Humour 
of  the  Nation,  in  refuiing  Succour  to  the  Flemings ,  who 
were  the  natural  Allies  of  the  Englijh ,  and  from  whom 
they  annually  gained  large  Sums  by  the  Balance  of 
Trade.  Add  to  all  this,  that  it  became  every  Day  more 
and  more  apparent,  that  the  French  King  never  intend¬ 
ed  to  perform  the  moil  eflential  Points  of  the  lalt  Peace, 
particularly  that  relating  to  the  Marriage  of  the  Dauphin 
with  the  Princefs  Elizabeth ,  which  perplexed  the  King 
exceedingly,  and  at  laft,  determined  him  to  break  with 
this  perfidious  Monarch.  In  this  War  he  determined 
to  rely  chiefly  on  his  own  Strength  at  Sea,  and  not  at 
all  on  the  Promifes  of  his  Allies,  whereby  himfelf  and 
his  Predecefl'ors  had  been  fo  often  deceived,  and  of  which 

he  had  a  recent  Example  in  the  Conduct  of  the  Emperor 

* 

Maximilian ,  who,  notwithftanding  the  King  had  lately 
lent  a  Squadron  of  flout  Ships  under  Sir  John  Middleton , 
to  his  Affiilance,  had  not  only  made  a  Peace,  but  en¬ 
tered  into  a  clofe  Union  with  France ,  which  highly  pro¬ 
voked  the  King d.  The  Pains  King  Edward  took  in 

difpofing 
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difpofing  all  Things  for  a  French  War,  and  efpecially 
in  drawing  together  a  numerous  Fleet,  was  fo  agree¬ 
able  to  his  People,  that  they  feemed  heartily  inclined  to 
hear  the  Expence  which  fuch  an  Expedition  mud  have 
brought  upon  them.  T  he  Care,  however,  of  fo  impor¬ 
tant  an  Enterprize,  joined  to  his  unufual  Fatigue,  in 
providing  every  T  hing  for  undertaking  it,  threw  the 
King  into  a  fudden  Illnefs,  w7hen  his  Fleet  and  Army 
were  almoft  ready,  which  brought  him  unexpectedly 
ro  his  End,  on  the  gth  of  Aprils  1483,  when  he  had 
reigned  fomewhat  more  than  twenty-two,  and  had  lived 
very  little  above  forty-one  Years  e.  The  French  Writ¬ 
ers  will  have  it,  that  he  died  of  Chagrin,  at  the  Dau¬ 
phin’s  Marriage,  became  from  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  he 
had  always  Filed  his  elddt  Daughter  Elizabeth ,  Dauphin- 
efs f  ;  but  Mezeray  very  honeftly  owns,  that  his  Death 
was  a  great  Deliverance  to  France ,  and  freed  her  from 
the  Terror  of  beholding  again  an  Englijh  Army,  Under 
a  victorious  King,  at  the  Gates  of  Paris  g. 

H  e  was,  though  too  much  addicted  to  his  Pleafures, 

% 

a  very  wife,  as  well  as  a  very  fortunate  Prince,  had  true 
Kotions  of  Naval  Power,  and  of  the  Confequences  of 
an  extenfive  Commerce.  The  former  he  maintained 
throughout  his  whole  Reign,  and  the  latter  he  encouraged 
as  mucii  as  his  domeitic  T  roubles  gave  him  Leave  to 
do.  His  principal  Maxim  was  maintaining  a  good  Cor- 
refpondence  with  the  City  of  London ,  to  which  he  con- 
Family  adhered,  and  of  which  he  found  the  good  EfFedls 

in 
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in  his  Adverlity  as  well  as  Profperity,  as  is  well  obfervcd 
by  Philip  de  Comminesh> who  attributes  thereto  his  Reftau- 
ration,  after  the  potent  Earl  of  Warwick  had  driven 
him  out  of  his  Dominions ;  and  one  of  the  laft  Adis  of 
his  Life  was  an  extraordinary  Compliment  to  that  City, 
of  which  we  have  a  long  Account  in  our  old  Chroni¬ 
cles1.  In  one  Thing  he  was  Angularly  happy,  that  he 
died  in  full  Poffeffion  op  the  .Hearts  and  AfFedtions  of 
his  Subjects. 

EDWARD  V.  fucceeded,  or  rather  feemed  to 
fucceed  his  Father,  for  he  had  never  any  Thing  more ' 
than  the  Shadow  of  Royalty,  and  even  this  did  not  con- 

/  y 

tinue  above  the  Space  of  ten  Weeks,  through  the  Am¬ 
bition  of  his  Uncle  Richard  Duke  of  Gloucejler.  My 
Subject  does  not  lead  me  to  fay.  much  of  this  Matter, 
which,  I  mu  ft  own,  appears  to  me  one  of  the  darkeft 
Parts  of  our  Hiftory  ;  for  though  I  am  far  from  think¬ 
ing  that  Buck ,  in  his  Panegyric  rather  than  Hiflory  of 
King  Richard ,  hath  written  all  Things  according  to 
Truth,  yet  I  mull  own  that  I  do  not  believe  he  errs 
more  on  one  Hand,  than  Sir  Thomas  More  in  his  Hif- 
tory  of  Edward  V.  on  the  other  ;  which  Hiftory,  how- 
v  ever,  has  been  the  Ground- Work  of  all  fucceeding 
Stories.  Thus  much  of  Truth  undoubtedly  there  is, 
that  immediately  after  the  Death  of  Edward  IV.  Ri¬ 
chard  -Dubs  of  Gloucejler  affirmed  the  Office  of  Pro¬ 
testor,  and  caufed  the  young  Prince  to  be  proclaimed  ; 
after  which,  on  various  Pretences,  he  cut  off  feveral 
great  Perfons,  who  were  the  principal  Friends  of  his 

Vol.  I.  T  de- 
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deceafed  Brother’s  Queen,  and  having  thus  paved  the 
Way  for  his  own  Promotion,  he  next  infufed  into  the. 
People’s  Minds  a  bad  Opinion  of  the  late  King’s  Admi- 
hiftration,  and  fome  Doubts  as  to  the  Legitimacy  of  his 
Children,  which  by  the  Help  of  the  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham's  Management  of  the  Lord-Mayor  and  Citizens 
of  London ,  was  improved  into  a  popular  Demand  that 
the  young  Prince  fliould  be  laid  afide,  and  Richard  in- 
Head  of  Protestor  declared  King,  which  at  firft  he  re- 
fufed,  but  was  quickly  prevailed  upon  to  change  his 
Mind  and  accept k. 

RICHARD  III.  was  proclaimed  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  of  June  1483,  and  crowned  upon  the  fixth  of 
July  following,  together  with  Anne  his  Queen,  and  his 
Title  effectually  confirmed  by  a  Parliament  called  in 
Ja?iuary  following  b  This  ACt  is  perhaps  the  beff  drawn 
Piece,  confidering  the  Defign  it  was  to  cover,  that  is  ex¬ 
tant  in  any  Language,  and  many  of  our  modern  Hifto- 
tians  might  have  avoided  the  grofs  Mistakes  they  have 
fallen  into  about  this  Prince,  if  they  had  carefully  con- 
fidered  it.  But  Sir  Thomas  Move's  Rhetoric  had  fo  much 
warmed  them,  that  generally  fpeaking,  they  confound 
the  Duke  of  Clarence's  T reafon  with  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
eejler's  Pretenfions,  which  though  they  might  be  as  bad, 
yet  certainly  they  were  not  the  fame. m.  Clarence  in 
framing  his  Title  to  the  Crown,  was  obliged  to  fet  afide 

that 


k  Stowe,  Holingfhead,  Speed,  Baker,  Rapm.  Sir  Thomas 
More  is  tranfcribed  in  the  three  firft:  Histories ;  and  as  for  Luck  5 
laboured  Apology,  it  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  fecond  \omme 
gf  the  compleat  Hiftory  or  England,  by  Bifhop  Kennet.  1  Stowe  s 
Annals,  p.  45  8.  m  Compare  Buck’s  Hiftory  with  the  reft, 
and  qonftder  th^  Authorities  produced  on  both  Sides. 
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that  of  his  elder  Brother  King  Edward ,  which  put  him 
upon  alledging,  that  the  King  was  not  in  Reality  the 
Son  of  Richard  Duke  of  York  n.  But  as  Richard  of 
Gloucejler  was  under  no  Necefiity  of  doing  this,  fo  he 
was  much  too  wife  a  Man  to  attack  his  Mother’s  Ho¬ 
nour  without  Caufe.  We  find,  therefore,  nothing  of 
this  in  the  before-mentioned  Adi  of  Parliament,  but  a 
Title  of  quite  another  kind.  The  Right  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  is  clearly  acknowledged,  but  his  Marriage  with 
Queen  Elizabeth  is  declared  to  be  null,  not,  as  Sir  'thoi 
mas  More  fays,  be  caufe  of  the  King’s  Marriage  before 
God  to  Lady  Elizabeth  Lucy ,  a  Matter  long  before 
cleared  up,  but  in  refpedl  to  a  Pre-contradl,  or  rather. 
Marriage,  between  the  King  and  Lady  Eleanor  Butler , 
Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury ,  which  was  proved 
by  a  Bifliop  °,  in  confequence  of  which,  his  Poilerity 
were  illegitimate.  Then  again,  as  to  the  Poftefity  of 
the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  which  were  hill  in  Richard’ s 
Way,  thefe  are  fet  afide,  on  Account  of  their  Father’s 
Attainder,  which  could  not  have  been  alledged,  if  Ri¬ 
chard  had  queflioned  King  Edward’s  Rights.  The  Cafe 
then  in  few  Words  Hood  thus,  the  Crown  of  England 
had  been  entailed  by  Parliament  on  the  Pofterity  of  the 
Duke  of  Tor in  the  Pveign  of  King  Henry  VI.  This 
Duke  left  three  Sons,  Edward ,  George ,  and  Richard . 
Edward  by  Virtue  of  that  Entail,  claimed  and  enjoyed 
the  Crown,  but  left  no  lawful  Hue,  (as  this  Adi  fays).’ 
George ,  in  the  Life-time  of  his  Brother  Edward ,  had 
been  attainted  of  Treafon,  whereby  his  Family  became 

T  2  incapable 


n  See  the  Grounds  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence’s  Attainder  in 
Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  430,  *  0  Mezeray,  Tom.  iii.  p.  346. 
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incapable  of  fucceeding,  and  therefore  Richard  Duke  of. 
Gloucester  was  called  to  the  Throne  as  the  next  Heir  in 
the  Parliamentary  Entail  p. 

An  indifferent  Title  he  had  at  belt,  but  this  did  not 
hinder  his  making  a  pretty  good  King,  I  mean  in  a 
political  Senfe,  for  he  made  wife  Laws,  governed  the 
People  gently,  and  took  all  imaginable  Care  to  promote 

'I  rade,  and  to  preferve  the  Superiority  of  the  Sea.  In 

)  "  / 

all  probability  this  was  the  Effedts  of  his  private  Policy, 
for  the  ftrengthening  of  himfelf  and  his  Family  \  but 
be  that  as  it  will,  the  Nation  was  undoubtedly  the  bet¬ 
ter  for  it.  Yet  all  his  Wifdom  did  not  prderve  him, 
becaufe  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  deceived  by  Appearan¬ 
ces,  and  to  quit  the  prudent  Care  he  had  taken  for  the 
Guard  of  the  Englijh  Coafts  at  that  very  Juncture  when 
it  became  moll  hecelfary  :  and  as  this  is  a  Point  of  great 
Confequence  to  the  Subject  I  am  upon,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  enter  into  a  diftindt  Detail  of  the  Earl  of 
Richmond' s  Expedition,  which,  as  it  is  taken  from  fo¬ 
reign  Hiftorians,  will,  I  hope,  prove  both  agreeable  and 
inftrudtive  to  the  Reader. 

We  have  already  fhewn  how  the  Quarrel  between 
the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancaster  began,  by  Henry  IWs. 
affirming  the  Crown  on  the  Depofition  of  King  Richard 
IL  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond  was  by  his  Mother’s  Side 
held  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancajter^ and  had  been  in  the  Battel 
of  Tewkjbury ,  with  Queen  “  Margaret  and  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward.  After  that  fignal  Defeat  he  'retired  into  Bretagne , 
where  he  was  well  received  by  Francis  II.  then  Duke 

thereof. 


*  Seq  this  Aft  at  large  in  Speed,  p.  711, 
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thereof,  and  protedled  throughout  the  Reign  of  Edward 
IV*.  notwithftanding  all  the  Intrigues  of  that  crafty 
Prince  to  get  him  into  his  Hands q.  Richard  III.  fent 
his  Agents  to  the  Duke,  promifing  vafl  Sums  if  he 
would  deliver  up  Earl  Henry ,  but  to  no  purpofe,  which 
arofe  from  this  fecret  Reafon.  There  were  great  Fac- 
lions  at  that  Time  in  Bretagne ,  the  Duke  being  entirely 
governed  by  his  Minifter,  a  Man  of  low  Birth,  though 
of  flrong  Parts,  and  high  Spirit,  whofe  Name  was  Pe¬ 
ter  Landois ,  which  induced  the  Nobility  to  confederate 
themfelves  againft  him.  This  Statefman  having  good 
Intelligence  in  England ,  knew  perfedlly  the  Scheme 
that  was  fet  on  foot  for  placing  Earl  Henry  on  the 
Throne,  and  uniting  the  two  Houfes  of  York  and  Lan - 
cafter ,  by  marrying  the  faid  Earl  to  the  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth ,  eldeft  Daughter  to  Edward  IV.  He  likewife 
knew,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  fome  other 
very  great  Perfons  were  engaged  in  that  Delign,  which 
he  refolved  therefore  to  promote,  not  doubting  but 
that,wheh  Henry  fhould  be  feated  on  the  Englijh  Throne, 
he  would  throughly  enable  the  Duke  his  Mailer  to 
quell  his  rebellious  Barons.  As  foon  therefore  as  he  was 
informed  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham' s  Deiigns  were 
ripe  for  Execution,  he  furnifhed  the  Earl  of  Richmond 
with  a  Fleet  of  fifteen  Sail,  on  Board  which  were  em¬ 
barked  about  five  thoufand  Men  r.  But  King  Richard 
having  early  Intelligence  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's 
Projedl,  and  of  his  Negotiations  with  the  Earl  of  Rich- 

'  F  3  tnond , 
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mondy  took  effedtual  Care  to  disappoint  both.  •  The 
Duke’s  Forces  he  defeated  by  Surprize,  made  himfelf 
Matter  of  his  Perfon,  and  beheaded  him  s.  As  to  the 
Earl’s  landing,  he  prevented  that  likewife,  by  keeping 
a  throng  Squadron  at  Sea,  and  Guards  on  all  the  Coafts, 
fo  that  v.'nen  the  Earl  with  his  little  Fleet  approached 
the  Welch  Shore,  he  faw  it  was  impracticable  to  land, 
and  therefore  bore  away  to  Dieppe ,  where  he  fafely  ar¬ 
rived,  and  from  thence  went  by  Land  into  Bretagne 
Eh  us  we  fee  of  what  Confequence  fuch  Precautions 
are  in  Times  of  Danger,  and  how  very  poffible  it  is  for 
an  Englijh  Prince  to  hinder  Invaders  from  fetting  Foot 
in  his  Dominions.  But  if  his  Meafures  on  this  Occa¬ 
sion  demonftrated  the  Wifdom  of  King  Richard ,  his 
fubfequent  Behaviour  was  of  a  quite  different  kind  ;  for 
immediately  upon  the  Duke’s  Retreat,  he  difmifled  his 
Forces,  laid  up  and  unrigged  his  Fleet,  as  if,  after  efca- 
ping  fo  great  a  Danger,  he  meant  to  invite  a  greater;  at 

i 

lead  fo  it  proved,  and  might  have  been  eafily  forefeen. 
But  Jet  us  now  return  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond . 

He  found  Things  on  his  coming  back  much  altered 
in  the  Court  of  Bretagne ;  for  Events  will  always  change 
Meafures  of  thole  who  fuffer  their  Councils  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by  Expectations  of  Profit,  rather  than  Regard  to 
Principles.  Peter  Baudots,  who  had  been  his  warmeft 
Friend,  was  now  become  his  bittereft  Enemy,  for  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  Earl's  Defigns  were  fruitrated,  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  dead,  the  Countefs  of  Richmond  con- 

fined* 
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fined,  and  England  quietly  fubmitting  to  Richard , 
he  fuddenly  changed  his  Politics,  and,  fince  he  could  not 
reduce  the  confederate  Lords  by  the  Help  of  an  Enghjh 
King  of  his  own  making,  he  refolved  to  have  Recourfc 
to  an  Englijb  King  then  reigning;  and  therefore  entered 
into  a  Treaty  with  Richard  for  putting  the  Earl  of 
Richmond  into  his  Hands u.  But  Doftor  Richard  Mor¬ 
ton,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  a  firm  Friend  to  the  Houfe  of  Lan- 
cajler,  then  in  Exile  in  Flanders,  having  difcovered  this 
Defign,  gave  Notice  of  it  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  ad- 
vifing  him  to  fly  immediately  into  Fiance,  which  he 
did,  and  yet  narrowly  efcaped,  a  Troop  of  Horfe  which 
were  fent  to  re-take  him,  miffing  him  but  an  Hour.  Pie 
was  well  received  by  the  French  King  Charles  VIII. 
who  prorcifed  him  his  Protection  and  Affiftance  :  nor 
had  he  been  long  at  that  Court,  before  the  Earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford  who  was  a  Prifoner  at  Calais,  prevailed  upon  the 
Governor  of  that  Itrong  Place  to  embrace  his  In  to  reft, 
and  to  go  with  him  into  France ,  in  order  to  confult  on 
a  new  Invafion  of  England w.  The  French  Hiftorians 
fay  pofitively,  that  King  Charles  furnifhed  Flenry  of 
Richmond  with  four  thoufand  Men:  Father  Daniel  fays, 
they  were  choice  T.  roops  x ;  but  our  Englijb  W  liter  > 
fpeak  of  no  more  than  two  thoufand,  nay,  and  infill 
that  thefe  were  hired  with  Money  which  the  Earl  bor¬ 
rowed  t.  However  it  was,  with  this  infignificant 
Force,  embarked  on  Board  a  very  feurvy  Fleet,  the 
Earl  ventured  to  put  to  Sea  on  the  firft  of  Augujl  1485, 
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nom  the  Port  of  Havre  de  Grace ,  and  landed  at 
jord-Haven  on  the  eighth  of  the  fame  Month.  He 
was  quickly  joined  by  great  Bodies  of  the  Welch,  and 
paffing  the  oevern  at  Shrewjbury,  met  with  many  of  his 
Englijh  Fiiends,  and  then  marched  diredily  into  Leiccf- 
wheie  he  knew  King  Richard  lay  with  his 
Army2.  Lpon  this  followed  a  decifive  Battel,  fought 
near  the  Town  o C  Bo/worth,  on  the  twenty- fecond  of 
Augujl,  wherein  King  Richard  fighting  gallantly,  was 
flaiii  with  his  Sword  in  his  Hand,  after  a  fliort 
Reign  of  two  \  ears  and  two  Months,  wherein  he 
fliew'ed  himfelf  a  better  King  than  moil  of  our  Hifto- 
rians  are  willing  to  reprefent  him,  an  Inftance  of  which 
was,  his  buffering  his  Nephew  Edward  Plantagenet , 
ITrl  of  n  th  wick ,  Son  and  Heir  to  his  Brother,  George 
Duke  of  Clarence ,  to  live  quietly  and  freely  in  lcrk~ 
Lire,  though  one  of  the  firft  Adds  of  his  Succeflbr  was, 
to  fliut  up  this  unhappy  Youth  in  the  Tower ,  where  hfc 
was  aiter wards  beheaded,  for  no  greater  Crime  than 
defiring  Freedom. 

As  to  the  Hiftory  of  our  Trade  during  this  Period, 
it  is  better  preferved  than  in  any  other,  becaufe  it  now 
perhaps  began  to  grow  more  confiderable.  A  great  Va- 
nciy  of  Laws  we  have  relating  thereto,  and  a  long 
Charter  preferved  in  Hakluyt ,  whereby  King  Edward 
IV.  grants  large  Privileges  to  the  Englijh  Merchants  fet- 
Ucci  m  the  Netherlands.  Some  of  our  Hifforians,  it  is 
true,  blame  that  Prince  for  lufrering  certain  Sheep  out 
ci  Hcrefordjlnre  to  be  t  ran /ported  into  Spain,  whence, 

they 


?  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  419, 


Of  the  BRITONS.  281 

they  would  have  us  believe,  hath  arifen  that  Plenty  of 
fine  Wool  for  which  Spain  hath  been  fince  renowned. 
But  this  is  mere  Vanity  in  us,  fince  nothing  is  moie 
certain  than  that  the  Spanijh  Wool  was  long  before  in 
thehigheft  Requeft,  fo  that,  in  the  31ft  of  Henry  II. 
the  Weavers  of  London  had  it  granted  to  them  upon 
their  Petition,  that  wherever  they  could  difcover  Cloth 
entirely  fabricated  of  Spa7iijh  Wool,  or  even  with  a 
Mixture  of  Spanijh  Wool,  they  were  authorized  to  carry 
it  before  the  Mayor  of  London ,  who  was  to  caufe  it  to 
be  burnt a.  The  Hiftory  I  mention,  is  contained  in  a 
little  Treatife,  preferved  in  Hakluyt b,  entitled,  De  po~ 
litia  confervativa  marisy  written  in  Verfe;  and,  as  it 
feems  from  his  Preface,  never  before  printed,  though 
written  Copies  were  pretty  common.  We  know  not  by 
whom,  or  exactly  when  it  was  written,  and  yet  we 
may  come  pretty  near  the  Time;  for  it  is  faid  in  the 
Clofe,  to  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  wife 
Baron  of  Hungerford ,  which  Nobleman  loft  his  Head 
at  Salijbury ,  in  1466,  being  the  6th  of  Edward 
IV.  c  Confequently  this  Book  muft  have  been  written 
fome  Time  before,  probably  about  the  beginning  of  that 
King’s  Reign.  There  is  a  particular  Title  to  every 
Chapter,  that  to  the  general  Introduction  runs  thus : 
Here  beginneth  the  Prologue  of  the  Procejfe  of  the  Libel 
of  Englifh  policie ,  exhorting  all  England  to  keepe  the  feay 
end  namely  the  narrows  fea  :  J. hewing  what  profite  commeth 
thereof  and  alfo  ivhat  worjhip  and  falvution  to  England, 
and  to  all  Englifhmen. 

In 
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In  this  Introduction.,  the  Author  {hews  both  th& 
Utility  and  the  Neceffity  of  England's  preferving  the 
Dominion  of  the  Sea,  and  tells  us,  that  the  Emperor 
Sigifmund ,  who  came  over  hither  in  1416,  and  went 
into  France  with  Henry  V.  advifed  him  to  keep  the 
two  Towns  of  Dover  and  Calais  as  carefully  as  he 
would  his  two  Eyes.  The  Author  next  explains  to  us 
the  Device  on  our  Nobles,  a  Gold  Coin  firft  ftruck  In 
1 8  Edw.  III.  introducing  his  Remarks  thus : 

For  foure  Tilings  cur  Noble  fkeweth  to  me. 

King,  Ship,  and  Swohd,  and  power  of  the  fee , 

$ 

In  his  firft  Chapter,  this  Writer  gives  us  a  very  clear 
and  exadl  Account  of  the  Commodities  of  Spain  and 
Flanders ,  and  of  the  Commerce  between  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  wherein  he  notes,  that  neither  Country  could  live 
without  the  other ;  that  the  Spanijh  Wool  cannot  be 
wrought  by  the  Flemings ,  without  a  Mixture  of  Englijh 5 
and  beftdes  this,  the  Trade  between  thefe  two  Countries* 
l*nuft  be  altogether  precarious,  if  both  be  not  at  Peace 
with  England.  The  fecond  Chapter  treats  of  the  Com¬ 
modities  and  Trade  of  Portugal,  wherein  he  obferves, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Portugal  always  our  Friends* 
and  that  a  very  advantagious  Trade  had  ever  been  car¬ 
ried  on  between  the  two  Nations,  the  Stream  of  which, 
he  complains,  began  now  to  be  turned  into  Flanders : 
He  fpeaks  of  the  Trade,  and  of  the  Piracies  carried  on 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bretagne ,  and 
exclaims  grievoufly  at  the  Outrages  they  were  wont 
to  commit  on  the  Englif  Coafts,  particularly  on  the 
Maritime  Towns  of  Norfolk 5  and  then  tells  us  a  re¬ 
markable 
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markable  Story  of  what  happened  in  the  Time  of  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  The  Merchants,  he  fays,  reprefented  to  that 
Prince,  that  notwithstanding  the  Peace  between  him 
and  the  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  the  Privateers  of  that  Dutchy 
took  their  Veilels,  of  which  the  Kdng,  by  his  Am- 
baffadors,  complained  to  the  Duke,  who,  in  Anfwer, 
faid,  that  thefe  Privateers  belonged  to  the  Ports  of  St. 
Michael ,  and  St.  Makes ^  which,  though  in  his  Do¬ 
minions,  he  could  not  fay  were  under  his  Obedience, 
being  inhabited  by  a  Sort  of  People  who  would  do- 
what  they  pleafed  ;  upon  which,  the  King  diredled 
Dartmouth ,  Plymouth ,  and  Fowey  to  be  fortified,  and 
gave  the  Inhabitants  leave  to  fit  out  Privateers,  tocruife 
upon  the  Coafts  of  Bretagne .  This  Expedient  foon 
anfwered  his  Purpofe,  by  bringing  the  Subjedls  of  the 
Duke  into  fuch  Diftrefs,  that  he  was  glad  to  undertake 
for  the  future  good  Behaviour  of  his  two  la wlefs  T owns, 
that  he  might  be  rid  of  the  troublefome  Vifitants  which 
daily  difire  fled  his  Coafts  from  our  three.  The  Com¬ 
modities  of  Scotland  and  her  Commerce  with  Flanders y 
make  the  Subject  of  the  fourth  Chapter.  In  the  fifth, 
he  treats  of  the  Trade  of  Prujfia ,  Germany ,  and  the 
Hanfe-Towns ,  and  of  the  inland  Countries  dependant 
upon  them.  The  Commodities  and  Trade  of  Genoa 
employ  the  fixth  ;  whence  it  appears,  that  at  that  Time 
they  carried  on  the  Trade  of  Africa ,  and  the  Indies , 
that  is  to  fay,  imported  Indian  and  African  Commodities 
here,  and  in  return  exported  W ool  and  woollen  Com¬ 
modities,  and  all  this  in  certain  very  large  Ships,  in  thofe 
Days  called  C arracks.  The  Trade  of  Venice  and  Flo¬ 
rence  follows  next,  to  which  the  Author  Teems  no  great 
Friend,  as  fuppofing  that  the  Balance  thereon  was 

greatly 
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greatly  in  their  Favour,  and  that  the  Things  bought  of 
them  were  mere  Inftruments  of  Luxury.  Much  Pains  is 
taken  in  this  Chapter  to  (hew  the  Advantages  that  For¬ 
eigners  had  in  Trade  over  the  Englijb  Natives,  and  what 
Frauds  vote  committed  by  the  Italian  Bankers,  and  by 
the  Factors  of  that  Nation  employed  here.  The  Trade 
oi  Flanders  takes  up  the  8th  Chapter,  wherein  great 
Complaints  aie  made  of  the  Infolence  of  Ships  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Hanfe-Towns  and  of  the  Folly  of  i Englijb  Mer¬ 
chants  lending  their  Names  to  cover  Foreigners  Goods 
imported  hither.  In  the  ninth,  we  fee  a  copious  and 
exaft  Account  of  the  Commodities  and  Commerce  of 
Ireland,  except  that  the  Author  fpeaks  confidently  of 
Gold  and  Silver  being  found  there,  which  Time  hath 
not  verified.  Towards  the  Conclufion,  there  is  a  Project 
of  the  then  Earl  of  Ormonde's,  fuggefting  that,  if  one 
Year’s  Expence  in  the  Maintainance  of  French  Wars, 
were  employed  in  the  Reduction  of  Ireland,  it  would 
anfwer  the  Purpofe  effectually,  and  produce  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Profit  annually  to  the  Nation.  Yet  this,  as  the 
Writer  complains,  was  flighted,  from  Views  of  private 
Profit,  to  the  great  Detriment  of  the  Public.  The  old 
Trade  carried  on  to  Iceland  from  Scarborough,  and  of 
late  Years  from  Brijlol  to  the  fame  Place,  is  deferibed 
in  the  tenth  Chapter,  at  the  Clofe  of  which,  the  Au¬ 
thor  difeourfes  of  the  Importance  of  Calais.  In  the 
eleventh  Chapter  he  aefcants  on  the  Naval  Power  of 
King  Edgar ,  and  the  mighty  Fleets  of  King  Ediuard 
HI.  and  Henry  V.  who,  he  fays,  built  larger  and  Wronger 
f-hips  than  any  of  his  Predecehors.  The  twelvth  and 
Ml  Chapter  is  a  conciie  Re-capitulation  of  the  principal 

Matters . 
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Matters  fpoken  to  before,  with  a  pathetic  Exhortation  to 
Englijk  Statefmen,  throughly  to  confider  the  Impor¬ 
tance  of  thefe  Points,  and  efpecially  the  great  one  of 
maintaining  our  Power,  or  Sovereignty  at  Sea,  on  which, 
he  fays,  the  Peace,  Plenty  and  Profperity  of  this  Ifland 
effentially  depend. 

One  cannot  help  wondring  on  the  Perufal  of  this 
Piece,  that  no  Pains  has  ever  been  taken  to  make  it 
more  ufeful,  by  republifhing  it,  either  in  modern  Verfe, 
or  as  it  now  Hands,  with  Notes;  fince  it  is  evidently 
written  with  equal  Science  and  Spirit,  fo  that  it  is  not 
eafy  to  fay  whether  it  gives  us  a  better  Idea  of  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  Head  or  Heart.  Befides,  it  is  a  full  Proof  that  Trade 
was  then  a  very  extenfive  and  important  Concern;  which 
will  appear  more  clearly  to  the  Reader,  if  he  confiders  the 
different  Value  of  Money,  then  and  now.  It  likewife 

Clews,  that  the  Reafons  and  Grounds  of  our  Naval 

* 

Dominion  were  then  as  throughly  underftood,  and  as 

* 

clearly  and  plainly  afferted  as  ever  they  had  been  fince  $ 
which  is  the  Reafon  that  Mr.  Selden  cites  this  Book  as  a 
remarkable  Authority,  both  in  Point  of  Argument  and 
Antiquity d.  But  we  are  now  coming  into  brighter 
Times,  wherein  that  Spirit  of  Commerce,  which  this 
Author  fo  earneflly  wifhed  for,  began  really  to  appear, 
and  when  there  feemed  to  be  a  Conteft  between  private 
Men,  and  thofe  in  the  AdminiHration,  who  fhould  ferve 
the  Public  molt.  A  Spirit  to  which  we  owe  our  pre¬ 
fect  Commerce  to  all  Parts  of  the  World,  our  numer¬ 
ous  and  (lately  Fleet,  and  above  all,  our  numerous  Plan¬ 
tations, 


t  Mar^  Ql&ufum,  lib.  ii.  c.  2$ 
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tations,  the  chief  Support  of  our  Maritime  Strength, 

as  well  as  the  moll  confiderable  Branch  of  our  Trade 
Hill  remaining. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


i  be  1  v  aval  Hifiory  of  E  IN'  G  L  A  N  D,  under  the 
Reign  of  Henry  VII.  Including  the  Memoirs  of 
fuck  eminent  Seamen  as  fleurifoed  in  his  Time . 

E  N RT  VII.  was  crowned  King  on 
the  Field  of  Battel,  the  Diadem  of  King 
Richard  being  found  amongft  the  Spoils. 
By  what  Title  he  held  the  Regal  Dig¬ 
nity,  is  difficult  to  determine;  in  his 
own  Days,  he  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  drawn  into  Quef- 
tion,  and  Pofterity  hath  not  much  confidered  it  fince. 
As  to  Defcent,  he  could  fcarce  be  faid  to  be  of  the 
Royal  Family,  for  his  Father  wras  of  Wales ^  his  Mother 
of  the  Houfe  of  Beaufort ,  defeended  indeed  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafer  ;but  fo  as  to  be  legitimate  only 
by  an  Adi  of  Parliament,  with  an  exprefs  Exception  as  to 
the  Crown.  By  Conquefl  he  could  not  be  King,  for 
no  People  conquer  themfelves ;  and  his  Army  at  Bof 
worth  were  Engli/hmen ,  as  well  as  King  Richards,  His 
befl  Title  then  mud  be  Marriage,  which  he  had  not 
till  feme  Time  after  ;  for  though  he  was  folemnly  crown¬ 
ed  on  the  30th  of  October)  yet  he  did  not  marry  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth ,  'till  the  18th  of  January ,  i486. 

He 
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He  was  generally  eileemed  the  wifeft  Prince  of  his  Time* 
and  was,  without  all  Doubt,  an  accomplithed  Politician, 
to  which  the  Difficulties  he  went  through  in  his  Youth, 
muffi  have  contributed  not  a  little  $  for  he  was  an  Exile 
before  he  was  a  Man,  and  at  the  Head  of  his  Party  by 
that  Time  he  was  at  Years'  of  Difcretion.  He  had 
great  Obftacles  to  furmount,  even  after  his  Acceflion  to 
the  Throne  ;  for  the  common  People  were  generally 
fond  of  the  Houfe  of  York,  and  the  Dutchefs  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  took  care  to  furnifh  them  with  Variety  of  Pretend¬ 
ers  of  that  Line,  Yet  fuch  was  the  Care  King  Henry 
took  of  his  Coafls,  and  fo  wifely  did  he  provide  for  the 
Security  of  the  Sea,  that  his  Enemies  could  fcarce  ever 
fet  Foot  dire&ly  in  his  Kingdom  ;  which  was  the  Reafon 
that  Simnel  went  firil  to  Ireland ,  and  Perkin  Warbeck 
into  Scotland ,  where  having  procured  Affiftance,  ho 
thence  invaded  England  e. 

Another  Strain  of  his  Policy  was,  his  keeping  up- 
a  martial  Spirit  among  his  own  Subjects,  at  the  ExpencS 
of  his  Neighbours,  repaying  thereby  the  French  in 
their  own  Coin.  Thus  he  privately  affided  the  Duke 
of  Bretagne ,  with  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Lord  JVoodvillc ,  Uncle  to  the 
Queen ;  and  when  the  French  King  expodulated  on  this 
Head,  he  excufed  himfelf,  by  faying,  that  Lord  tranf- 
ported  Forces  into  Bretagne  without  his  Confent  or 
Permiffion  Soon  after,  he  openly  affided  the  Bretons , 
againlt  the  French ,  becaufe  he  faw  th#  theft  Expeditions 

were 


c  Stowe,  Hollingftiead,  Speed,  Rapin  :  but  above  all,  Lord  Ba¬ 
con  s  Hiftory  of  his  Reign,  and  his  finifhed  Character  of  Henry 
VII  *  A.D.  1488.  " 
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were  pleafing  to  his  own  People,  and  ferved  his  Purpofes 
at  the  fame  Time.  On  the  fame  Principles  he  threat- 
ned  an  open  Rupture  with  France ,  for  which  he  pro¬ 
vided  a  dout  Army,  and  a  numerous  Fleet  :  and  yet  his 
real  \  lew  was  not  fo  much  attacking  the  French  Kin°\, 
as  drawing  Aius  from  his  own  Parliament,  which  on 
this  Expectation  only  were  inclined  to  give.  He  trans¬ 
ported,  however,  his  Forces  to  Calais  y  took  the  Field 
and  having  terrined  the  French ,  made  fuch  a  Peace  as 
fatisfied  him,  and  fo  returned  Home,  keeping,  however, 
his  Squadrons  at  Sea  j  for  though  he  loved  Peace,  yet  it 
was  his  fixed  Maxim,  to  be  in  conflant  Readinefs  for 
War  ;  which  was  the  Reafon,  that  during  his  Reign, 
the  Marine  was  in  better  Condition  than  under  any  of 
his  Predecefiors  :  the  Cares  of  Government  took  up  his 
whole  Time,  and  left  no  room  either  for  Thoughts  or 
Expences  of  Pleafure  f. 

The  French  Hidorians  fay,  that  of  all  our  Englijh 
Rbngs,  this  wile  Monarch  was  bed  inclined  to  them, 
and  mod  obfervant  of  his  Treaties,  which  they  afcribe 
to  his  Gratitude  for  the  Succours  afforded  him  in 
France ,  when  he  came  over  againd  King  Richard T  I 
will  not  deny  that  fome  Truth  may  be  in  this  ;  and  yet 
I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  chief  Motive  which 
fo  drongly  bound  him  to  affeft  Peace  abroad,  was  the 
intedine  Divifions  among  his,  Subje&s  at  home,  which 
might  have  created  him  even  more  Uneafinefs  than 
they  did,  in  cafe  the  Mal-contents  had  been  fupported 

by 


f  Stowe,  Speed,  Bacon.  g  Hidoire  de  France,  par  P. 

Danie],  Tom.  vii.  p.  19,  Du  Tillet  Recueil  des  Trades. 
Mezeray. 


Of  HENRY  Vlt  289 

By  io  powerful  a  Prince  as  the  French  King.  Befides* 
it  was  the  Policy  of  Henry  VII.  to  divert  the  Spirits  of 
his  Subjects  from  War  to  Trade,  which  he  bothunder- 
ftood  and  encouraged.  His  long  Refidence  in  Bretagne 

s 

had  given  him  an  Opportunity  of  acquiring  a  greater 
Skill  in  Maritime  Affairs  than  moft  of  his  Predeceilors* 
and  this  was  fo  well  known,  that  eminent  Seamen,  even 

1  %  I 

in  foreign  Countries,  frequently  addrefled  themfelves  to 
him  for  his  Favour  and  Protection.  Amongft  the  reft* 
the  famous  Chriftopher  Columbus ,  who  rendered  his  Name 
immortal  by  the  Difcovery  of  America ,  and  who  fent 
his  Brother  Bartholomew  hither,  in  order  to  have  un¬ 
dertaken  that  glorious  Expedition  for  the  Benefit  of  this 
Nation  :  nor  was  it  any  Fault  in  this  wife  King  that  he 
did  not  ;  though  fome  modern  Writers  not  only  with¬ 
out,  but  againft  all  Authority  allert,  that  King  Henry 
1  ejected  his  Propofals.  I  (hall  here  give  a  concife  Ac¬ 
count  of  that  Affair,  of  which  I  {hall  have  Occafion  to 
ipeak  again  in  the  Memoirs  of  John  Cabot ,  who, 
though  he  did  not  undertake  to  make  Difcoveries  till 
after  the  Return  of  Columbus ,  yet  faw  the  Continent  of 
the  new  World  earlier  than  he,  as  will  be  fully  proved 
in  its  proper  Place.  , 

Experience  {hews  us,  that  there  are  certain  Sea- 
fons  remarkably  favourable  to  particular  Arts.  This 
Age  had  been  fo  to  Navigation  *  Which  had  profpered  ex^ 
ceedingly  under  different  States,  but  principally  under 
the  Portuguefe .  They  had  difeovered  a  new  Way  to 
the  Eaft-Indks ,  by  going  entirely  round  the  great  Con¬ 
tinent  to  Africa ,  which  rendered  them  fo  much  richer, 
and  more  powerful  than  their  Neighbours*  that*  by  an 
Emulation  natural  amongft  great  Men3  the  Thoughts  of 
Vg l*  h  ¥  all 
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all  the  Wits  in  Europe  were  turned  towards  Underta* 
kings  of  this  kind".  Chrijlopher  Columbus ,  by  Birth  a 
Genoefe,  but  of  what  Family  is  very  uncertain,  and  I 
think  very  immaterial,  had  a  Head  excellently  turned 
for  fuch  Enterprizes.  By  Nature  he  was  fagacious,  pe¬ 
netrating,  and  refolute;  he  derived  from  Education  fuch 
Knowledge  as  enabled  him  to  make  the  beft  Ufe  of 
his  Experience,  and  his  ardent  Paffion  for  the  Science 
of  Navigation  had  infpired  him,  from  his  early  Youth, 
with  a  Defire  of  engaging  in  diftant  and  dangerous  Voy- 
a°es.  Abundance  of  lucky  Circumftances  concurred  in 
giving  him  greater  Advantages  than  any  of  his  Contem¬ 
poraries  ;  but,  as  to  the  Story  of  his  having  the  firft  Hint 
of  an  undifcovered  Continent  in  the  Weft,  fiom  the 
Papers  of  an  old  Pilot  who  died  in  his  Houfe,  while  he 
reiided  in  the  Iiland  of  Madera,  I  hold  with  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Monfon ,  that  it  is  mere  Calumny;  and  for  this  Rea- 
fon,  that,  if  Columbus  had  really  received  any  fuch  In¬ 
formation,  he  would  fcarce  have  entertained  fome  Opi¬ 
nions  which  expofed  his  Projects  to  many  plaufible  Ob- 
jeftions,  and  which,  neverthelefs,  he  retained  to  the  laft. 
It  is  by  no  means  clear,  though  we  have  a  Life  of  him 
written  by  his  Son,  and  collefted  partly  from  his  own 
Writings,  when  he  firft  entertained  Thoughts  of  find¬ 
ing  out°Coun tries  hitherto  undifcovered.  It  feems,  how- 
'  ever,  to  have  been  pretty  early  in  his  Life  ;  becaufe  it 
appears  from  Notes  of  his  own,  that  he  had  undertaken 
feveral  Voyages  with  a  View  of  fixing  his  Notions  on 

this  Subieft.  When  he  had  throughly  methodized  his 

Scheme 


w  See  this  Matter  largely  difcuffed,  in  a  Book  lately  pub- 
KJhed,  entituled,  A  Compknt  Hifiory  of  Sraxisu  Amsbjca. 
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Scheme,  and  rendered  it,  as  he  thought,  probable  and  prac¬ 
ticable,  he  firft  propounded  it  to  the  State  of  Genoa  in 
the  Year  14823  but  it  was  not  accepted,  becaufe  they 
were  then  engaged  in  fuch  an  extern! ve  Commerce  as 
they  fcarce  knew  how  to  manage,  and  were  therefore 
afraid  of  launching  cut  into  new  Projects.  Columbus 
then  offered  it  to  the  King  of  Portugal ,  who  was  much 
too  wife  a  Prince  not  to  difcern  the  Benefit  which  might 
arife  from  bach  a  Difcovery,  cr  the  Strength  of  the  Rea- 
fons  urged  by  Columbus ,  to  fhew  that  the  Defign  was 
feafible.  He  therefore  appointed  Commillioners  to  treat 
with  Chrijlopber^  who  dealt  with  him  very  bafely ;  for  ha¬ 
ving  as  they  thought  drawn  out  of  him  his  whole  Secret, 
they  advifed  the  King,  while  they  entertained  Columbus 
with  Objections,  to  fit  out  a  Ship,  which  under  Colour 
of  going  to  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iilands,  might  attempt  the 
Execution  of  what  he  had  propofed  ;  but  the  XiTue  of 
this  Contrivance  was  as  unlucky  as  in  itfelf  it  was  dift 
honourable.  For  the  Fraud  coming  to  the  Ears  of  Colum¬ 
bus ,  he  was  fo  difgufted  thereby,  that  he  determined  with 
himfelf  to  quit  Portugal ,  and  to  feek  Protection  in  fome 
more  generous  Court x. 

It  was  towards  the  Clofeof  the  Year  1484,  that  he 
came  to  a  Refolution  of  going  himfelf  into  Spain,  and 
it  was  the  next  Year  before  he  fent  his  Brother  Bartho¬ 
lomew  into  England ,  v/here  Henry  VII.  had  but  juft  aft 
tended  the  Throne.  A  Man  could  fcarce  be  more  un¬ 
fortunate  than  Bartholomew  Columbus  was  in  this  Vov- 
age;  he  was  iirft  taken  by  Py rates,  who  ftripped  him  to 

U  2  ^  the 


x  See  the  Life  of  Chriftopher  Columbus  by  his 
Churchill’s  ColleCion  of  Voyages,  voL  ii.  ap.  $57,  ad 


Son,  in 
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the  Skin,  and  obliged  him  for  fame  Time  to  earn  a  for-* 
Ty  Living,  by  labouring  at  the  Oar.  When  he  had' 
made  his  Efcape  from  them,  he  found  Means  to  get  in¬ 
to  England ,  and  to  come  to  London  \  but  in  fo  poor  a 
Condition,  and  fo  worn  by  a  lingering  Ague,  that  he 
wanted  both  Opportunity  and  Spirits  to  purfue  the  De- 
iign  he  came  about.  However,  as  foon  as  recovered  a 
little,  he  applied-  himfelf  to  the  making  Maps  and 
Globes,  and  difeovering  thereby  a  more  than  ordinary 
Skill  in-  Cofmography,  he  came  to  be  known  and  talked 
of  3  fo  that  at  lad  he  brought  his  Defign  to  bear,  and 
was  a&ually  introduced  to  the  King,  to  whom  on  the 
thirteenth  Hay  of  t1  ebruary  1480,  lie  prefented  a  Ivlap 
of  the  World  of  his  own  Projecting,  and  afterwards- 
entering  into  a  Negotiation  oi>  the  Behalf  of  his  Bro¬ 
ther,  the  King  liked  the  Scheme  lo  well,  that  they 
came  to  an  Agreement  before  Chrrfiopher  had  brought 
Things  to  bear  in  Spain  ;  though  by  a  new  Series  of 
cro is  Accidents,.  Bartholomew  was  not  able  to  carry  am 
Account  of  this  to  his  Brother,  before  ne  had  actually 
difeovered  the  American  Iflandsfor  the  Crown  of  Spain*  9 
which  he  did  in  1492. 

A  s  we  have  thefe  Fads  from  the  Son  of  Don  Chri- 

fiopher  Columbus ,  and  the  Nephew  of  Bartholomew 

who  publi (lied-  his  Father’s  Life  in  Spain ,  I  think  the 

Authority  cannot  be  doubted,  according  to  all  the  Rules 

of  Evidence  laid  down  either  by  Lawyers  or  Critics. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  Map, made  made  by  Bartholomew - 

Columbus ,  was  adually  in  being  in  the-  Reign  of  Queen 

Elizabeth y 


7  See  Hackluyt,  Purehas,  Harris’s  Collections* 
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Elizabeth ;  which  is  fuch  a  corroborative  Proof,  as  puts 
the  Matter  out  of  Difpute  %  and  fhews  that  we  have  at 
lead  as  good  a  Title  as  the  Spaniards,  from  our  Agree¬ 
ment  with  the  firft  Difcoverer  of  a  Paflage  to  this  new 
World.  If  they  plead  the  Succefs  of  their  Expedition, 
we  may  alledge  our  prior  Contract,  and  if  this  fhould 
fail  us,  and  their  Title  be  approved,  we  have  then,  as 
I  hinted  before,  a  better  Title  than  they  (even  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  Method  of  Arguing)  to  the  Conti- 
-Tient  of  America ,  in  regard  to  which,  our  Succefs  in 
Difcovering  was  prior  to  theirs.  I  know  fome  Writers 
have  made  pretty  fmart  Reflections  upon  King  Henry 
for  his  Dilatorinefs  in  this  Matter,  whereby  they  think 
we  have  fuffered  fo  much  ;  but  when  Matters  are  more 
maturely  weighed,  perhaps  we  fliall  meet  with  no  juft 
■Grounds  for  thefe  Cenfures.  For- firft,  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  King  delayed  this  Matter  at  all,  though 
it  be  true  that  Bartholomew  Columbus  fpent  a  long  Time 
in  negotiating  it ;  and  the  Reafon  was,  becaufe  the  King 
had  then  many  arduous  Affairs  upot)  his  Hands,  fuch 
as  the  Attempt  of  Perkin  JVarbeck ,  an  Expedition  in- 

1  1  _  _ 

to  Scotland ,  his  Breach  with  France ,  and  Voyage  thi¬ 
ther,  all  which  fell  out  within  that  Space  of  Time. 
And  fecondly,  it  does  not  feem  fo  manifeft  as  thefe 
People  imagine,  that  we  are  really  fuch  mighty  Suffer¬ 
ers,  by  the  Spaniards  having  the  Start  of  us  in  this 
Expedition,  for  which  many  Reafons  might  be  offered.-; 
ibut  there  is  one  fo  obvious,  and  withal  fo  ftrong,  that 
it  fee-ms  to  fuperfede  the  reft.  Spain ,  at  the  Time  flic 

3  undertook 
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found  this  Particular  in  a  MS.  belonging  tc  Sir  William 
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j'vTnfon.  which  has  fincc  been  burnt. 
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undertook  this  Difcovery,  was  one  of  the  greateft  Mari¬ 
time  Powers  in  Europe ,  though  lince  her  Poffeffion  of 
the  Indies )  Pie  is  become  one  of  the  moil  inconfidera- 
ble.  But  it  may  be  faid,  that  if  we  had  firft  fettled 
thefe  Countries,  we  fhould  have  adled  otherwife  ;  yet 
this  is  not  only  a  bare  Supposition,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  a  very  improbable  one.  The  Heat  of  the  Cli¬ 
mate,  the  Luxuriancy  of  the  Soil,  the  Front  of  Mines, 
& c.  would  have  affected  us,  or  indeed  any  other  Peo¬ 
ple,  as  much  as  it  did  them.  So  that  upon  the  whole, 
we  have  little  Reafon  either  to  blame  King  Henry’s 
Condudt,  or  to  repine  at  that  of  Providence  5  the  Spa¬ 
niards  have  purchafed  Mexico  and  Peru  too  dearly,  at 
the  Expence  of  their  Naval  Power;  we  are  really  richer 
in  Virtue  of  our  Northern  Colonies,  which  havefo  pro- 
digiouily  increafed  our  Induftry,  and  our  Shipping. 

The  great  Care  the  King  had  of  Maritime  Affairs 
induced  him  to  make,  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign, 
a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark ,  whereby  he  fe- 
cured  to  his  Subjects,  and  particularly  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants  of  Brijlol ,  the  Trade  to  Iceland ,  which  they  long 
enjoyed,  but  had  of  late  fuffered  fome  Difturbance.  By 
the  Stipulations  in  this  League  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Englijh  were  to  furnifii  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Ifland 
with  all  Kinds  of  Provifion,  with  coarfe  Cloth,  and 
other  Commodities,  without  Let  or  Hindrance  from  the 
King  of  Denmark .  This  was  a  fpecial  Privilege 
granted  to  no  other  Nation,  and  it  is  very  probable, 
would  not  have  been  granted  to  us,  if  the  Danijb  Com¬ 
merce  had  not  been  in  a  declining  State,  of  which  we 
have  an  authentic  Account  in  the  Work  of  a  very  an¬ 
cient  Writer,  The  Care  of  thefe  Affairs  brought  to 
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the  King’s  Notice  that  celebrated  Venetian,  who  in  his 
Service  firft  difcovered  the  Continent  of  America,  and 
that  Country  which  is  now  called  Newfoundland.  Ot 
him  therefore  we  will  give  a  more  particular  Account  \ 


The  HISTORY  of 


JOHN  CABOT. 

TH  E  Venetians  throughout  this  whole  Century, 
were  the  molt  general  Traders  in  Europe,  and 
had  their  Factories  in  moft  of  the  Northern  Kinguoms 
and  States,  for  the  better  managing  their  Affairs.  In 
England  efpecially  very  many  fettled,  at  London  and 
Briftol  particularly;  and  in  this  lad  Place  dwelt  John 
Cabot,  of  whom  we  are  to  fpeak :  he  had  been  long  in 
England  fince  his  Son  Sebajiian,  who  was  born  at  Briftol, 
was  old  enough  to  accompany  him  in  his  firft  Voyage  b. 
He  was,  it  feems,  a  Man  perfectly  skilled  in  all  the  Sci¬ 
ences  requifite  to  form  an  accomphfhed  Seaman,  or  a 
general  Trader;  and  having  heard  much  of  Columbus  s 
Expedition,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  King,  with 
Propofals  for  making  like  Difcoveries,  in  cafe  he  met 
with  due  Encouragement.  His  Olfer  was  readily  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  the  King  by  Letters  Patents,  dated  in  thq 

eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  granted  to  him,  by  the 
1  U  4  Name 


a  Feed.  Dan.  ii.  Henr.  VII.  Art.  iv.  quod  in  Tabula  Lega- 
tionis  MDCII.  etiam  habemus.  Selden.  Mare  Claufum,  lib. 
ji,  cap.  xxxii.  b  Pet.  Martyr.  Him  Ind,  C.)cc.  Dec.  iii. 
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Name  of  Join  Cabot ,  Citizen  of  Venice ,  and  to  his 
three  Sons,  Lewis ,  Sebqftian ,  and  Sanftiu^  Leave  to 
difcover  unknown  Lands,  and  to  conquer  and  fettle 
them  with  many  Privileges ;  and  with  this  fingle  Tie, 
that  the  Ships  they  fitted  out  fhould  be  obliged  to  return 
to  the  Port  of  Briftol c.  Though  thefe  Letters  Patents 
were  granted  in  1496,  yet  it  was  the  next  Year  before 
they  proceeded  to  fit  out  any  Ships,  and  then  John  Ca¬ 
bot  had  a  Permifiion  from  the  King  to  take  fix  Englijh 
Ships  in  any  Haven  of  the  Realm,  of  the  Burthen  of 
two  hundred  Tons  and  under,  with  as  many  Mariners 
as  fhould  be  willing  to  go  with  him d.  In  confequence 
of  this  Licence,  the  King  caufed  a  Ship  to  be  fitted  out 
at.  Brijiol ,  to  this,  the  Merchants  of  that  City  and 
of  London ,  added  three  or  four  fmall  Veflels  freighted 
with  proper  Commodities,  which  Fleet  failed  in  the 
Spring  of  the  Year  1497  e»  Our  Chronicle-Wri¬ 
ters,  particularly  Fabian  f,  tell  us  of  a  very  rich  XflancJ 
which  John  Cabot  promifed  to  difcover  ;  but  in  this  they 
feemed  to  miftake  the  Matter,  for  want  of  throughly 
underftanding  the  Subjedl  of  which  they  were  wri¬ 
ting,  John  Cabot  was  too  wife  a  Man  to  pretend  to- 
know,  before  he  faw  it,  what  Country  he  fhould  difco¬ 
ver,  whether  Xiland  or  Continent  ;  but  what  he  propo- 
fed  was,  to  find  a  North-Weft  Paffage  to  the  Indies ; 
fo  that  he  appears  to  have  reafoned  in  the  fame  manner 
that  Columbus  did,  who  imagined  that,  as  the  Portia 
guefe ,  by  failing  Eaft,  came  to  the  Weft  Coaft  of  the 


-  RymeFs  Feed  era, Tom,  xii.  p.  Hakluyt’s  Collection  of 


Voyages,  Tom.  lii.  p.  4, 
Chronic!*,  as  cited  below. 
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Judies ,  fo  he,  by  failing  Weft,  might  reach  their  oppo. 
fJte  Shore.  This,  with  his  difcovering  the  Illand  of 
Baccaloes ,  or  Newfoundland ,  was  certainly  the  Source  of 
this  Story. 

J  0  HN  Cabot  having  his  Son  Sebafian  with  him, 
failed  happily  on  their  North-Weft  Courfe,  ’till  the  24th 
of  June  7497,  about  five  in  tlie  Mornil]g>  when  they 
iirft  difcovered  Land,  which  John  Cabot ,  for  that  Rea- 
fon,  called  Prima  Vifa,  that  is,  firft  feen.  Another 
Ifland,  lets  than  the  firft,  he  ftiled  the  Illand  of  St.  John* 
became  it  was  found  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptif . 
He  afterwards  failed  down  to  Cape  Florida ,  and  then 
returned  wi  h  a  good  Cargo,  and  three  Savages  on  board 
into  England ,  where,  it  feems,  he  was  knighted  for 
this  Exploit  :  fince,  on  the  Map  of  his  Difcoveries* 
drawn  by  his  Son  Sebafian ,  and  cut  by  Clement  Adams  y 
which  hung  in  the  Privy  Gallery  at  Whitehall ,  there  was 
this  Infcription  under  the  Author’s  Pifture.  Effigies 
Seb.  Caboti ,  Angli ,  Filii  Jo.  Caboti ,  Venetian},  Militis 
Aurati ,  &c.  s  This  was  a  very  important  Difcovery, 
fince  in  Truth  it  was  the  firft  Time  the  Continent  of 
America  had  been  feen,  Columbus  being  unacquainted 
therewith,  ’till  his  laft  Voyage,  which  was  the  Year 
following,  when  he  coafted  along  a  Part  of  the  Ifhmus 
of  Darien.  It  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  our  Englijh 
Writers  have  delivered  thefe  Matters  fo  confufedly,  e- 
fpecially  fuch  as  lived  under  the  Reigns  of  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  and  King  James  I.  and  confequently  near  the 
Time  of  his  Son  )  and  yet,  fo  inaccurate  are  their  Rela¬ 
tions, 


s  Sir  William  Monfon?s  Naval  Tradis,  and  Lodiard’s  Naval 
Hiftoiy. 
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tions,  that  fome  have  been  induced  from  them,  to  doubt 
whether  John  Cabot  made  any  Difcoveries  at  all h.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Purchas ,  to  whofe  Labours  the  World 
is  fo  much  indebted,  difcovers  a  good  deal  of  Diftafte 
that  America  fhould  be  fo  called,  from  Americas  Vefputius9 
and  aflerts,  that  it  ought  rather  to  be  called  Cabotianay 
or  Sebajliana ,  becaufe,  fays  he,  Sebajlian  Cabot  difco- 
vered  more  of  it,  than  Americas ,  or  Columbus  himfelf \ 
In  Stowe k,  and  Speed1 ,  we  find  this  very  Difcovery 
afcribed  wholly  to  Sebajlian ,  without  any  Mention  of 
his  Father ;  and  yet  in  Fabian's  Chronicle,  who  lived 
in  thofe  Days,  we  have  thefe  two  remarkable  Paflages. 
cc  In  the  thirteenth  Year  of  King  Henry  VII.  (by 
means  of  one  John  Cabot ,  a  Venetian ,  "which  made 
himfelf  very  expert  and  cunning  in  the  Knowledge 
cc  of  the  Circuit  of  the  World,  and  Hands  of  the 
fame,  as  by  a  Sea-Card,  and  other  Demonftrations, 
cc  reafonable  he  {hewed)  the  King  caufed  to  man  and 
cc  viftual  a  Ship  at  BriJloly  to  fearch  for  an  Hand, 
cc  which  he  faid,  he  knew  well  was  rich,  and  replenifii- 
<c  ed  with  great  Commodities;  which  Ship,  thus  manned 
cc  and  victualled  at  the  King’s  Colt,  diverfe  Merchants 
cc  of  London ,  ventured  in  her  fmall  Stocks,  being  in  her 
<c  as  chief  Patron  the  faid  Venetian .  And  in  the  Com- 
“  pany  of  the  faid  Ship,  failed  alfo  out  of  Brijlol ,  three 
<c  or  four  fmall  Ships,  freighted  with  flight  and  grofs 
“  Merchandizes,  as  coarfe  Cloth,  Caps,  Laces,  Points* 
and  other  Trifles.  And  fo  departed  from  Brijid  in 
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n  t}ie  beo-innino-  of  May},  of  whom  in  this  Mayor’s 
€(  Time  returned  no  Tidings. 

“  Under  the  fourteenth  Year  of  the  fame  King’s 
cc  Reign,  he  tells  us,  there  were  brought  unto  him,  u  e. 
“  Henry  VII.  three  Men  taken  in  the  new-found  Ifland ; 
“  thefe,  fays  he,  were  cloathed  in  Bealls  Skins,  and 
“  did  eat  raw  Flefh,  and  fpake  fuch  Speech  that  no 
“  Man  could  underdand  them,  and  in  their  Demeanour 
<c  like  brute  Beads,  whom  the  King  kept  a  Time  after* 
*c  of  the  which,  upon  two  Years  after,  I  faw  two 
cc  appareled  after  the  Manner  of  Englijhmen ,  in  JVeJl - 
C(  minJier-Pahce,  which  that  Time  I  could  not  difcern 
cc  from  Englijhmen ,  ’till  I  was  learned  what  they  were, 
<c  but  as  for  Speech,  I  heard  none  of  them  utter  one 
“  Word.” 

Thus  it  appears  from  the  bed  Authority  that  can  be 
defired,  that  of  a  contemporary  Writer,  this  Difcovery 
was  made  by  John  Cabot ,  the  Father  of  Sebajlian ,  and 
indeed  fo  much  we  might  have  gathered  if  we  had 
wanted  this  Authority  ;  for  Sebajlian  Cabot  being,  as  we 
fhall  fee  hereafter,  alive  in  1555,  ^  1S  plain?  that  at  the 
Time  this  Voyage  was  made,  he  could  not  be  above 
twenty  Years  old,  when,  though  he  might  accompany 
his  Father,  yet  certainly  he  was  too  young  to  under¬ 
take  fuch  an  Expedition  of  himfelf.  It  is  probable,  that 
John  Cabot  died  in  England ,  but  when  or  where  is  un- 
certain,  at  lead  for  any  Thing  I  have  read. 

While  Cabot  was  employed  in  this  Expedition, 
(which,  as  we  fhall  hereafter  fee,  was  profecuted  by  his 
Son  Sebajlian  and  others,  within  the  Compafs  of  a 
few  Years)  Bartholomew  Columbus  had  puffed  from  Spain 
to  the  JVeJi-Indies ,  where  he  acquainted  his  Brother 

with 
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with  the  Difpofition  of  the  Englijh  Court,  and  the  Rea- 
fon  there  was  to  apprehend  that  it  would  not  be  long 
before  other  Adventurers  would  endeavour  to  interfere 
in  his  Difcoveries  m.  This  quickened  the  Admiral,  and 
on  his  returning  into  Spain,  he  gave  fuch  Hints  to  that 
Court,  as  induced  it  to  take  all  imaginable  Pains  to  fe- 
cure  the  great  Seamen  of  every  Nation,  in  their  Service, 
which  in  fome  Refpedl  anfwered  their  Purpofe  ;  fince 
Magellan ,  who  difcovered  the  Paffage  into  the  South- 
Seas ,  which  has  been  of  fuch  infinite  Service  to  the 
Spaniards ,  was  by  this  Policy  detached  from  his  Duty 
to  his  King  and  Country,  for  the  Sake  of  Pay,  which 
was  likewife  the  Cafe  of  Sebajlian  Cabot  and  others  n. 
In  fo  fhort  a  Time  as  four  Years  after  John  Cabofs  firft 
Voyage,  we  find,  that  King  Hemy  granted  his  Letters 
Patents  to  Hugh  Elliot ,  and  Thomas  Afhurjl ,  Merchants 
of  Brijlol ,  and  others,  for  fettling  Colonies  in  new-dif- 
covered  Countries,  which  Grant  bears  Date  the  9th  of 
December  1502  °,  and  is  another  Proof  of  this  Monarch’s 
Affiduity  in  promoting  Commerce  :  he  never  indeed 
fuffered  any  Opportunity  of  that  Sort  to  efcape  him, 

P  HI L  IP  of  Aujlna ,  who  fucceeded  to  the  King*^ 
dom  of  Caflile ,  failed  from  the  Low  Countries  into 
Spain,  together  with  his  Queen,  in  1506 ;  but  meeting 
unhappily  with  a  Storm,  they  were  driven  on  the 
Englijh  Coafi,  and  being  exceedingly  fatigued,  they 
would,  contrary  to  the  Advice  of  thofe  about  them , 
iand  at  Weymouth  3  of  which  the  King  having  Notice, 

he 
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lie  fent  the  Earl  of  Arundel ,  with  three  hundred  Boric,- 
to  attend  them,  who  brought  them  from  thence  by 
Torch-Light,  and  conducted  them  to  his  own  Houfe 
Some  Months  they  were  detained  by  the  extraordinary 
Civilities  paid  them,  and  after  their  Departure,  it  appeared 
how  great  Ufe  a  wife  Prince  may  make  even  of  the 
flighted:  Accidents.  In  this  fliort  Space,  the  King  cud 
great  deal  for  himfelf,  and  not  a  littie  for  his  Subjects  * 
hie  prevailed  upon  King  Philip  to  put  into  his  Hands* 
Edmund  de  la  Pole ,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  nearly  related  by  his 
Mother  to  the  Royal  Line  and  he  likewife  concluded 
a  very  advantagious  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the 
Crowns  of  England  and  Cajlile\  which  proved  after¬ 
wards  of  great  Importance. 

As  to  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Reign,  it  was  fpent 
in  Peace,  and  in  Cares  of  a  Nature  which  by  no  means 
recommend  them  to  our  Notice,  farther  than  as  th© 
Mention  of  them  may  prove  admonitory  to  other  Princes, 
He  had  all  his  Life  been  of  a  very  frugal  Difpofition,  and 
had  alio  {hewn  a  Angular  Dexterity  in  the  Art  of  Ailing 
his  Coffers:  but  in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Life  this 
grew  upon  him  to  a  very  great  Degree,  and  as  co¬ 
vetous  Princes  never  want  At  Intlruments,  fo  this  King 
found  in  Empfon  and  Dudley ,  two  fuch  as  fcarce  ever 
had  their  Fellows.  They  put  him  upon  fuch  fe- 
vere  and  unreafonable  ExtenAons  of  penal  Laws,  as 
made  him  rich  as  a  IVIan,  but  pool  as  a  i  linct,  Ance 
by  wringing  out  their  Wealth,  he  effedtually  loft  the 
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Hearts  ot  his  Subjefls.  Another  Misfortune  was,  that 
thefe  Grievances  fell  upon  the  molt  eminent  Traders  in 
thofe  Times.  Thus  Sir  William  Cape!,  an  eminent 
Citizen,  and  who  had  been  Mayor  of  London,  buffered 
many  r  eats  Perlecution,  and  a  long  Imprifonment,  be- 
iiues  great  Colics.  Out  of  Thomas  K.?ieJworth ,  at  the 
Expiration  of  his  Mayoralty,  with  his  two  Sheriffs,  the 
K-ing  and  an  Admiffeis  Icjucezed  fourteen  hundred  Pounds. 
Chriftopher  Hawes,  an  eminent  Mercer,  and  Alderman 
ol  Loudon,  broke  his  Heart  through  Vexation,  and  Sir 
Lawrence  Ailmer,  a  great  Merchant,  and  who  had  been 
Mayor,  remained  a  Prifoner  in  the  Tower,  ’till  lie  was 
delivered  in  the  next  Reign  \  Yet  in  fome  Things,  the 
King  {hewed  a  magnificent  Spirit,  particularly  in  build¬ 
ing  that  noble  Chapel  at  Wcftminjler,  which  bears  his 
Name,  and  which  coft  him  fourteen  Thoufand  Pounds  ; 
and  a  like  Sum  he  laid  out  in  the  Conftrudion  of  a  new 
Ship,  called  The  Great  Harry ',  and  which,  properly 
lpeaking,  was  the  firft  Ship  of  the  Royal  Navy :  for 
though  he,  as  well  as  other  Princes,  hired  many  Ships 
when  he  had  Occalion  to  tranfport  Forces  abroad,  yet  he 
feems  to  have  been  the  only  King  who  thought  of  avoid¬ 
ing  this  Inconveniency,  by  railing  fuch  a  Naval  Force  as 
might  be  at  all  I  imes  fufficient  for  the  Service  of  the 
State.  A  Defign  worthy  of  his  Wifdom  to  projedt,  and 

of  being  perfeded  under  the  more  fortunate  Rewn  of 
his  Son. 

Our  Hiftorians  tell  us,  that  the  King  intended  to 
h.we  made  a  thorough  Change  in  his  Meafures,  and  to 

have 
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nals,  p.  484. 
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Iiavs  relieved  his  People  from  all  the  Giievances  of 
which  they  complained,  when  he  was  taken  off  by 
Death,  on  the  22d  of  April,  i509>  ],.r  the  ^3^  Year  of 
his  Reign.  He  was  allowed  by  his  Contemporaries,  to 
have  been  one  of  the  wifelt  Princes'*  of  the  Age  in 
which  he  lived,  and  his  Memory  hath  been  commended 
to  the  Reverences  of  Pofterity  by  the  inimitable  Pen  of 
the  great  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  who,  in  doing  Jus¬ 
tice  to  the  King’s  great  Abilities,  has  fliewn  his  own ;  as 
by  freely  cenfuring  his  Errors,  he  has  fet  a  noble  Example 
to  Englijh  Hiitorians,  to  be  more  foliicitous  about  Truth, 
than  the  Reputation  of  themfelves,  as  Writers,  or  the 
Glory  of  thofe  whofe  Atlions  they  record.  An  Ex¬ 
ample  which  every  Age  has  rendered  the  more  difficult 
to  follow,  fince,  as  Corruption  increafes,  it  not  only  en¬ 
ervates  the  Will,  but  alfo  warps  the  Underftanding. 


«  See  his  Character  in  Daniel,  Mezeray,  and  other  fereig* 
Wiilorians,  as  well  as  in  Stowe  and  Speed. 
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Zhe  Naval  Hifiory  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII L 
including  the  Memoirs  of  fuch  eminent  Sea-Officers 
as  flourifhed  therein . 

HERE  never  was  a  Prince  who  amend¬ 
ed  the  Englijh  Throne,  of  whom  his 
Subjects  formed  greater  Hopes  than  were 
entertained  of  Henry  VIII.  at  his  Accef* 
fion.  He  was  then  about  eighteen  Years 
old,  of  ftrong  natural  Parts,  heightened  by  an  excellent 
Education  ;  and  though  he  afterwards  difcovered  a  good 
deal  of  Obftinacy  in  his  Temper,  yet  in  the  Dawn 
of  his  Reign,  he  (hewed  himfelf  very  inclinable  to 
Men  to  good  Advice,  and  his  Father  left  him  as  able 
Counfellors  as  perhaps  any  Monarch  ever  had  about 
him.  His  firft  Ads  were  conformable  to  his  Subjeds 
Hopes ;  he  delivered  fuch  as  his  Father  unjuftly  kept 
in  Confinement,  and  in  their  Stead,  Empfon ,  Dudley , 
and  their  Creatures,  were  imprifoned  w.  Yet  even  thefe 
were  not  deftroyed,  as  feme  have  fuggefted,  by  a  hafty 
and  rigorous  Profecution,  but  were  left,  as  they  deferved,- 
to  the  due  Severity  of  the  Law,  their  great  Knowledge 
in  which  they  had  fo  flagrantly  abufed,  to  the  Ruin  of 

others.* 
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* 

others  \  Dudley ,  during  his  Confinement  in  the  Tower , 
compofed  a  very  extraordinary  Book,  entitled.  The  Tree 
of  the  Common-wealth ,  wherein  he  fhewed  a  prodigious 
Capacity  as  a  Statefman,  and  from  which  (though,  for 
ought  I  know,  it  was  never  publilhed)  many  peftiferous 

Schemes  have  taken  their  Rife,  his  Family  having  held 

* 

the  Reins  of  Government  here  for  near  half  a  Century.  In 
other  Refpefts  the  King  fhewed  himfelf  a  very  gracious 
Prince,  having  a  like  Senfe  of  his  own  Dignity,  and  of 
his  Duty  towards  his  People. 

In  the  Year  15  n,  the  King  of  Arragon  and  CaJHU 
demanded  Affiftance  againfl  the  Moors ;  whereupon  King 
Henry ,  who  was  defirous  of  maintaining  to  the  utmoft 
the  Glory  of  otir  Englijh  Nation,  lent  him  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  Archers,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Thomas  Dar¬ 
cy  ,  with  whom  went  abundance  of  Gentlemen,  of  the 
belt  Families  of  the  Kingdom,  Voluntiers.  They  failed 
from  Plymouth  efcorted  by  a  Squadron  of  four  Royal 
Ships, and  landed  happily  on  the  firft  of  June  in  the  South 
of  Spain ;  but  the  politic  King,  who  wanted  nothing 
more  than  their  Appearance  to  bring  his  Enemies  to 
Terms  inftead  of  employing,  difmifled  them  with  a  few 
Prefents,  and  fo  they  returned  into  England  without  en- 
countring  any  other  Hazards  than  thofe  of  the  Sea  Y. 
The  fame  Year  the  King  fent  a  like  Aid  to  the  Dut- 
chefs  of  Burgundy ,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Edward 
Poynings ,  which  met  with  better  Succefs  ;  for  after  ha¬ 
ving  anfwered  effectually  the  Ends  for  which  they  were 
Vol.  I.  X  fent, 


*  See  this  Cafe  at  large  in  Anderfords  Reports.  y  Stowe, 
Holinglhead,  Speed,  Herbert,  Rapin. 
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fent,  they  returned  with  fmall  Lofs,  and  much  Honour 
to  their  native  Country  z. 

Notwithstanding  what  had  fo  lately  happened 
in  Spain ,  the  artful  Ferdinand ,  by  the  Affiflance  of  the 
Pope  who  cajoled  King  Henry  with  fair  Words  and 
fine  Promifes,  drew  him  to  make  War  on  France ,  in 
Hopes  of  recovering  the  Dominions  of  his  Anceflors. 
With  this  View  King  Henry  was  perfuaded  to  fend  a 
numerous  Army*  under  the  Command  of  the  Marquifs 
of  Dorfet  into  Fife  ay ,  in  order  to  penetrate  that  Way 
into  the  Dutchy  of  Guyenne .  This  Expedition  had 

worfe  Succefs  than  the  former,  Ferdinand  never  intend- 

*> 

ing  that  thefe  T roops  fhould  aft  againft  the  French ,  but 
by  their  remaining  for  fome  Time  in  his  Country  * 
fought  an  Opportunity  of  over-running  Navarre ,  to 
which  he  had  no  Title,  while  the  French  awed  by  the 
Englijh  Army  durft  not  move  to  its  Affiflance.  But 
during  the  Time  he  made  this  Conqueft,  Sicknefs  de- 
flroyed  Numbers  of  the  Englijh ,  fo  that  fhortly  after 
they  were  conftrained  to  return  a.  In  Auguji  the  fame 
Year,  there  happened  a  bloody  Engagement  between 
the  Englijh  and  French  Fleets,  of  which  we  fhall  pre- 
fently  give  the  Reader  a  diilinft  Account,  and  the  So- 
vereign ,  the  largeft  Ship  in  the  Englijh  Navy  being  burnt 
therein,  the  King  built  another  of  ftill  greater  Burthen, 
called  Henry  Grace  de  Dieu  b .  In  the  Month  of  March 

1513,  another  Royal  Fleet  put  to  Sea,  which  engaging 

the 
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the  French  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  the  Admiral 
was  killed 3  which  Lofs  was  foon  repaired,  and  the 
French  driven  to  take  Shelter  in  their  Ports c.  In  Au- 
gujl  the  King  went  in  Perfon  with  a  great  Army  into 
France ,  where  he  made  fome  Conquefts,  while  his  Ad¬ 
miral  fpoiled  the  French  Coafts,  as  he  alfo  did  the  next 
Year,  fothat  the  French  King  was  glad  to  make  Peace : 
whereupon  he  married  Mary ,  who  was  Sifter  to  our 
King  Henry ,  but  did  not  long  out-live  his  Marriage  d. 

FRANCIS  I.  fucceeded  him,  between  whom  and 
the  Emperor  Maximilian ,  King  Henry  kept  as  even  as 
he  could,  fometimes  affifting  the  Emperor,  and  fome- 
, times  feeming  to  favour  the  French  King,  who  prevail¬ 
ed  on  him  in  1520,  to  pafs  over  to  Calais ,  in  order  to 
have  an  Interview  with  him  3  and  it  followed  according¬ 
ly,  between  the  Towns  o t  Ardres  and  Guines.  Our 
Hiftorians  give  us  long  Defcriptions  of  the  Pomp  and 
Splendour  which  accompanied  this  Meeting  ;  but  there 
is  a  Pafiage  in  a  French  Writer,  which  feems  to  me  bet¬ 
ter  worth  tranfcribing  than  any  Thing  they  have  faid. 
He  tells  us,  that  at  this  Interview  King  Henry  caufed 
an  Englijh  Archer  to  be  embroidered  on  his  Tent,  with 
this  Sentence  under  him,  He  Jhall  prevail  with  whom  I 
fide  ;  which,  fays  the  judicious  Hiftorian,  was  not  only 
his  Motto,  but  his  Practice  as  long  as  he  lived  e.  In 
1522,  there  arofe  new  Differences  between  this  Mo¬ 
narch  and  the  French  King,  which  were  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  heightened  by  the  coming  over  of  the  Emperor 

X  2  '  Charles 
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Charles  V.  who  paid  great  Court  to  Henry,  and  per¬ 
suaded  him  to  fend  over  a  great  Army  into  France, 
which  he  did  fhortly  after,  under  the  Command  of 
Charles  Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk*  who  did  the  French 
infinite  Miichief,  without  doing  his  Country  much  good. 
During  this  War,  the  Emperor’s  Fleet  a&ed  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  the  Englijh ,  whereby  the  French  were 
driven  to  great  Diflrefs,  and  the  Scots  being  engaged  in 
their  Intereft  fuffered  feverely  j  but  when  the  King  evi¬ 
dently  faw,  that  by  his  Afliftance  the  Emperor  Charles 
was  become  too  powerful,  and  affedled  to  manage  all 
the  Affairs  of  Europe  at  his  Will,  he  wifely  withdrew 
his  Auxiliaries,  and  purfued  fuch  a  Condudt  as  feemed 
moft  likely  topreferve  the  Balance  of  Power f.  In  1526 
a  Peace  was  concluded  with  the  French  King,  upon 
very  advantagious  Terms,  and  foon  after  Cardinal  Wol- 
Jey  went  over  to  France^  and  had  a  Conference  with  that 
Prince.  Thenceforward  the  King’s  Thoughts  were 
much  taken  up  with  his  Domeftic  Affairs,  and  with  Al¬ 
terations  in  Religion  ;  fo  that,  except  fome  Difputes  with 
Scotland ,  wherein  their  King  received  fuch  a  Chech 
that  it  broke  his  Heart  s,  there  happened  nothing  mate¬ 
rial  till  the  Year  1544,  when  King  Henry  joined  again 
with  the  Emperor  againft  the  French ;  whereupon  Sir 
John  Wallop  was  fent  into  France ,  and  a  confiderable 
Force  marched  into  Scotland ,  under  the  Earl  of  Hert¬ 
ford ;  Sir  John  Dudley ,  Vifcount  Life,  walling  the  Coafls 
in  the  mean  Time  with  a  great  Fleet h.  In  the  Micift 
}  of 
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of  the  Summer  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  entered  the  French 
Dominions  with  a  great  Army,  and  laid  Siege  to  Bo- 
loigne ,  which  at  the  fame  Time  was  blocked  up  at  Sea, 
by  his  Admiral  Vifcount  Lijle ,  who,  after  the  Place 
was  taken,  was  conftituted  Governor  thereof,  the  King 
and  his  Forces  palling  from  thence  into  England  b  The 
next  Year  the  French  Fleet  made  feveral  Attempts  on 
the  Englijh  Coaft,  with  indifferent  Succefs,  to  revenge 
which*,  Vifcount  Lijle  landed  in  Normandy ,  and  burnt 
all  the  adjacent  Country  k.  In  1546,  the  French  made 
an  unfuccefsful  Attempt  upon  Boloigne ,  the  Earl  of 
Hertford  and  Vifcount  Life  having  obliged  them  either 
to  come  to  a  Battel,  or  to  raife  the  Siege,  they  chofe 
the  latter,  and  after  fome  other  Attempts  at  Sea,  which 
were  likewife  unfuccefsful,  a  Peace  enfued,  which  lafted 
as  long  as  the  King  lived  b  I  have  touched  only  the 
principal  Circumftances  in  thefe  Wars,  to  avoid  repeat¬ 
ing  Things  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Admirals  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  I  come  to  thefe,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fay  fome- 
what  of  the  Favour  fhewn  by  this  King  to  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  to  fuch  as  made  it  their  Endeavour  to  dis¬ 
cover  new  Countries,  or  in  any  other  Way  to  promote 
the  Commerce  and  Naval  Power  of  England ,  both  of 
which  he  much  affedted,  and  very  throughly  under-- 
flood. 

■t 

Mr.  Robert  Thorne,  a  Merchant  of  Brtftol ,  in  the 
Year  1527,  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  King  by  a  Letter, 
wherein  he  reprefented  what  great  Advantages  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  the  King  of  Portugal  drew  from  their  Co- 

X  3  ,  lonies, 
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lonies,  and  in  a  very  pathetic  Strain  exhorted  him  ta 
undertake  Difcoveries  towards  the  North,  concerning 
which  he  gave  many  Hints,  fupported  by  very  plaufi- 
ble  Reafons™.  The  King  undemanding  that  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  had  great  Experience,  as  well  as  a  very  pene- 
trating  Judgment,  yielded  to  his  Requeft,  and  ordered 
two  Ships  to  be  well  manned  and  victualled  for  this  Ex¬ 
pedition,  of  which  Mr.  Thame  himfelf  had  the  Direc¬ 
tion.  The  Iflue  however  of  this  Voyage  is  very  un¬ 
certainly  recorded  :  all  we  know  of  it  is,  that  one  of  the 
Ships  employed  therein  was  loll,  and  that  the  other  re¬ 
turned  Home  without  difcovering  any  North-Well  Paf- 
fage,  though  certainly  no  Care  or  Pains  were  wanting 
in  fuch  as  were  concerned.  Mr.  Thorne  the  principal 
Undertaker  lived  to  be  afterwards  Mayor  of  Briftolx 
and  dying  in  a  good  old  Age  and  with  a  fair  Reputation, 
lies  buried  in  the  Temple  Church  n. 

In  1530,  Mr.  William  Hawkins  of  Ply  month ,  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  famous  Sir  John  Hawkins ,  Knight,  and 
himfelf  elteemed  one  of  the  ableft  Seamen  of  his  Time, 
fitted  out  a  ftout  tall  Ship,  fays  my  Author,  at  his  own 
Expence,  called  the  Paul  of  Plymouth ,  of  the  Burthen 
of  250  Tons,  in  which  he  made  three  Voyages  to  the 
Coalt  of  Brafel ,  touching  alfo  on  the  Coalt  of  Guinea , 
where  he  traded  in  Slaves,  Gold,  and  Elephants  Teeth, 
opening  thereby  the  Channel  of  that  rich  and  extenfive 

Trade,  which  has  been  fince  carried  on  in  thofe  Parts  °. 

Lefs 
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Lefs  fuccefsful,  though  undertaken  with  greater  Hopes, 
•was  the  famous  Voyage  of  Mr.  Here  of  London ,  a  wor¬ 
thy  Merchant,  and  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  Men 
of  his  Time.  His  Perfon  was  tall  and  graceful,  his 
Knowledge  folid  and  extenfive,  his  Behaviour  infinuat- 
ing  and  polite:  all  which  is  neceffary  to  be  obferved, 
fince  by  his  Difcourfes  on  the  Honour  and  Profit  of  Dif- 
coveries  in  North  America,  he  infpired  no  lefs  than 
thirty  Gentlemen  of  Family  and  Fortune,  with  a  De- 
fire  of  {haring  in  the  Fatigues  of  his  intended  Voyage p. 
They  equipped  two  Ships,  the  one  called  the  Trinity , 
of  140  Tons,  commanded  by  Mr.  Here  ;  the  other,  the 
Minion,  of  lefs  Burthen  ;  and  on  Board  thefe  there 
were  embarked  in  all  one  hundred and  twenty  Perfons. 
They  failed  from  Gravefend  on  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
1536,  and  without  any  remarkable  Accident,  arrived  on 
the  Coafts  of  Newfoundland,  where,  while  they  were  in¬ 
tent  on  Difcoveries,  they  were  reduced  to  fuch  Diftrefs 
for  want  of  Food,  that  fomeof  them,  when  on  Shoie, 
killed  and  eat  their  Companions.  At  laft,  when  they 
were  on  the  Point  of  being  all  ftarved,  a  French  Ship  ar¬ 
rived  well  ftored  with  Victuals,  of  which  they  made 
themfelves  Mailers,  and  returned  therein  to  England ; 
but  in  fuch  a  miferable  Condition,  though  they  were 
not  out  above  feven  Months,  that  Sir  William  Buts  and 
his  Lady,  did  not  know  .their  own  Son,  who  was  one 
of  the  Company,  but  by  an  extraordinary  Wart  on  his 
Knee.  Some  Months  after  arrived  the  Frenchmen 
whom  they  had  fpoiled,  and  made  a  great  Clamour  at 
Court  about  the  Wrongs  they  had  received,  into  which 

X  4  King 
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King  Henry  having  made  a  ftriCt  Enquiry,  he  was  fo 
much  moved  at  the  Miferies  thefe  brave  Men  had  fuf- 
fered,  that  he  generoufly  repaid  the  French  to  their  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  out  of  the  Freafury,  and  promoted  feveral  of 
thofe  who  returned  from  this  difaftrous  Voyage;  amongft 
the  reft  Mr.  Arrnigal  JVade ,  who  was  many  Years  after 
Clerk  of  the  Council  to  himfelf,  and  his  Son  Edward 
VIq-  One  Thing  more  I  muft  remark  before  I  quit 
this  SubjeCl,  and  that  is,  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hakluyt , 
from  whom  we  have  thefe  Particulars,  rode  two  hun¬ 
dred  Miles  in  order  to  take  them  from  the  Mouth  of 
Mr.  Buts,  the  only  furviving  Perfon  of  thofe  who  had 
made  this  Voyage r. 

The  Englijh  Qinmerce  during  the  Reign  of  this 
Prince  extended  itfelf  very  much,  efpecially  towards  the 
new  difcovered  L^nds  in  the  North,  to  which  by  De¬ 
grees  a  regular  Trade  was  fixed,  and  in  the  Levant  in- 
couraged  by  the  great  Intercourfe  between  the  King, 
and  the  two  Maritime  States  of  Italy  >  Venice ,  and  Ge¬ 
noa.  In  Proof  of  this  I  will  give  the  Title  of  a  Patent 
granted  by  this  Monarch  to  a  Genoefe ,  to  execute  the 
Office  of  Conful  of  the  Englijh  Nation  in  the  J/Ie  of 
Chtro ,  the  Original  of  which  is  ftill  prefer ved  in  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Know¬ 
ledge.  It  runs  thus :  Exemplar  Literarum  Pat .  Henrici 
Regis  oFtavi ,  in  quibus  concejfiit  Benedidfo  JvJliniano 
Mercatori  Genuenfi  Officium  five  Locum  Magifitri ,  Pro- 
te  Ft  oris,  five  Confiulis  infra  Infiulam  jive  Civitatem  deScio. 
Vejle  Rege  apud  Chelfehith7  quint o  Die  Otlobris  Reg. 

XXIII. 
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It  feems  indeed  to  have  been  the  King's  Maxim, as 
may  be  gathered  from  the  State-Papers  of  his  Reign, 
which  have  reached  our  Times,  to  have  made  ufe  of  all 
his  foreign  Negotiations  for  the  furtherance  of  Trade,  of 
which  his  Agents  Ley  and  Pace ,  the  former  employed  in 
Spain ,  and  the  latter  to  Venice  and  the  Swifs  Cantons, 
had  a  ftrong  Inclination.  As  to  Pace ,  he  had  formed  a 
Plan  for  enlarging  our  foreign  Trade  into  the  Turkijh 
Dominions,  which  was  hindered  from  coming  to  the 
King’s  Notice  by  the  Arts  of  Cardinal  TVolfey ,  who  firft 
decryed  him  as  a  Madman,  and  then  by  his  ill  Ufage 
made  him  really  fuch  s.  But  it  is  Time  to  pafs  from  thefe 
Matters  to  the  glorious  Seamen,  to  whofe  Memories  we 
have  undertaken  to  do  Right,  and  of  whom  feveral 
flourifhed  in  this  Martial  Reign,  that  are  but  very  flight- 
ly  mentioned  in  thofe  Hiftories  where  we  might  reafon- 
ably  have  expedled  the  beft  Accounts  of  them  :  as  far  as 
the  Narrownefs  of  our  Limits  will  permit,  we  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupply  that  Defedt  here,  beginning  with. 

Sir  EDWARD  HOWARD. ,  Lord  High  Ad¬ 
miral  of  England ,  and  Knight  of  the  moft 
Noble  Order  of  the  Garter. 

IF  the  Advantage  of  an  illuftrious  Defcent,  adds,  as  we 
commonly  fuppofe  it  does,  to  the  Reputation  of  great 
Atchievements,  then  the  Memory  of  this  worthy  Man 
will  have  a  double  Right  to  our  Refpedt.  He  was  a 
fecondSon  of  the  moll  noble  Houfe  of  Norfolk,  -and 

derived 
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derived  from  the  Example  of  his  Father,  thofe  Qualities 
which  molt  adorn  the  higheft  Titles,  Untainted  Loyalty 
and  Invincible  Courage.  He  began  early  to  teftify  his 
Inclination  to  the  Sea-Service,  fince  we  find  him  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  Flanders  Expedition,  in  1492,  when  King 
Henry  VII.  thought  fit  to  affift  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
againft  his  rebellious  Subjects.  As  we  purpofely  omitted 
an  Account  of  that  Expedition,  in  his  Reign,  let  usin- 
fert  it  here.  The  Flemings ,  naturally  a  brave  People, 
and  fond  of  Freedom,  grew  uneafy  under  the  Yoke  of 
the  Houfe  of  Jujlria ,  and  under  the  Command  of  the 
Baron  Ravenftein ,  began  to  throw  it  off.  In  order  to 
this,  they  feized  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Sluys ,  from 
whence  they  fitted  out  abundance  of  Veflels,  of  pretty 
confiderable  Force,  and  under  Colour  of  purfuing  their 
Enemies,  took  and  plundered  Veflels  of  all  Nations' 
without  Diflindlion  ;  and  as  the  Englifi  Trade  to  Flan¬ 
ders  was  then  very  confiderable,  their  Ships  buffered 
at  lealt  as  much  as  any  other ;  which  was  the  true  Rea- 
fon  v/hy  King  Henry ,  upon  the  firft  Application  of  the 

Duke  of  Burgundy ,  fent  a  Squadron  of  twelve  Sail  under 
the  Command  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings ,  with  whom  went 
our  Sir  Edward  Hoivard ,  then  a  very  young  Man,  to  learn 
the  Art  of  War.  The  Duke  of  Saxony ,  in  Confequence 
of  his  Alliance  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  marched 
with  an  Army  into  Flanders ,  and  befieged  Sluys  by 
Land  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Poynings ,  thereupon,  blocked  it 
up  with  his  Fleet  by  Sea.  The  Port  was  defended  by 
two  Itrong  Caftles  ;  which  the  Flemings ,  who  had  no¬ 
thing  to  trufl:  to  but  Force,  defended  with  unparalleled 
Obftinacy,  infomuch,  that  though  Poynings  attacked 
them  conflamly  every  Day,  for  twenty  Days  fuccefiive- 
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]y,  yet  he  made  no  great  Impreffion,  till  at  laft,  by  Ac¬ 
cident  the  Bridge  of  Boats,  whereby  the  Communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Cattles  was  preferved,  took  File  j 
whereupon  the  Belieged  were  glad  to  furrender  their 
City  to  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  and  their  Port  and  Caftles 
to  the  Englijb  *.  In  this  Expedition,  Sir  Edward  was 
made  a  Knight,  for  his  extraordinary  Bravery,  of  which 
he  gave  frequent  Inftances,  during  that  long  Reign  j 
2nd  fo  throughly  eftablilhed  his  Reputation,  that  King 
Henry  VIII.  on  his  Acceflion,  made  Choice  of  him 
for  his  Standard-Bearer u,  which  in  thofe  Days  was  not 
only  a  Mark  of  particular  Favour,  but  of  the  higheft 
Confidence  and  Refpeft. 

I  n  the  fourth  Year  of  the  fame  Reign,  he  was  creat¬ 
ed  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England w,  and  in  that  Sta¬ 
tion,  convoyed  the  Marquifs  of  Dorfet  into  Spain ,  of 
whofe  Expedition  we  have  already  fpoken,  as  alfo  of 
the  Manner  in  which  it  ended.  The  Lord  Admiral 
after  the  Landing  of  the^  Forces,  put  to  Sea  again,  and 
arriving  on  the  Coafts  of  Bretagne ,  landed  fome  of  his 
Men  about  Conquet  and  Brejl,  who  ravaged  th  e  Coun- 
ry,  and  burnt  feveral  of  the  little  Towns.  This  roufed  ' 
the  French ,  who  began  immediately  to  fit  out  a  great 
Fleet,  in  order  to  drive,  if  poffible,  the  Englijh  from 
their  Coafts,  and  as  this  Armament  was  very  extraordi¬ 
nary,  King  Henry  fent  a  Squadron  of  five  and  twenty 
tall  Ships,  which  he  caufed  to  Ije  fitted  out  under  his 
own  Eye,  at  Plymouth,  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Admiral  \ 

Among 


*  Polyd.  Verg.  p.  584.  n.  Stowe,  Holingftiead,  Speed, 
Herbert.  ^  Pat.  1 .  Identic,  vm.  p.  1 .  m.  24.  Pat.  IV, 
H.  2.  p-  2.  x  Goodwin,  Herbert,  Stowe. 
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Among  thefe,  were  two  capital  Ships,  the  one  called  the 
Regent ,  commanded  by  Sir  Thomas  Knevet ,  Mailer  of 
the  Horfe  to  the  King,  and  the  other,  which  was  the 
Sovereign,  by  Sir  Charles  Brandon ,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Suffolk.  When  thefe  VefTels  had  joined  the  Admiral,  his 
Fleet  confilled  of  no  lefs  than  forty-five  Sail,  with  which 
he  immediately  refolved  to  attack  the  Enemy,  who 
were  by  this  Time  ready  to  come  out  of  the  Harbour 
of  Brejl  y.  Authors  differ  much  as  to  their  Number,  and 
though  they  agree  pretty  well  as  to  the  Name  of  the 
Admiral,  whom  they  call  Primauget ,  yet  it  feems  they 
agree  in  a  Millake ;  for  the  Hiftorians  of  Bretagne  allure 
us,  they  have  no  fuch  Name  in  that  Province,  and  that 
undoubtedly  it  ought  to  be  Porfmoguer  z.  Whatever  his 
Name  was,  or  whatever  the  Force  of  his  Fleet  might 
be,  which  our  Writers  fay  con  filled  of  thirty-nine,  and 
the  French  only  of  twenty  Sail,  he  was  certainly  a  very 
brave  Man.  The  Ship  he  commanded  was  called  the 
Cordelier ,  which  was  fo  large  as  to  be  able  to  carry  twelve 
hundred  Men,  exclufive  of  Mariners.  At  this  Time, 
there  were  nine  hundred  on  board,  and  encouraged  by 
their  gallant  Officer,  they  did  their  Duty  bravely.  Sir 
Thomas  Knevet  in  the  Regent ,  which  was  a  much  lefs 
Ship,  attacked  and  boarded  them. '  The  Adlion  Lifted 
for  fome  time,  with  equal  Vigour  on  both  Sides ;  at  laft 
both  Admirals  took  Fire  and  burnt  together,  wherein 


y  Hiftoire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel,  Tom.  vii.  p.  313- 
*  We  have  this  from  the  laft  cited  Author,  who  certainly 
judges  right,  for  from  the  Sieur  Porfmoguer,  our  old  Chronicles 
took  Sir  Pierce  Morgan,  which  is  the  Name  they  have  thought 
fit  to  bellow  on  the  French  Admiral,  as  the  Reader  may  feg 
jn  Cooper,  &c. 


t 
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were  loft  the  two  Commanders,  and  upwards  of  fixteen 
hundred  gallant  Men  \  It  feems  this  Accident  ftruck  both 
Fleets  with  Amazement,  fo  that  they  feparated  without 
fighting,  each  claiming  the  Vidtory,  to  which,  probably, 

neither  had  a  very  good  Title  b. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  April,  the  Admiral  put 

to  Sea  again  with  a  Fleet  of  forty- two  Men  of  War, 
befides  fmall  Veffels,  and  forced  the  French  into  the 
Harbour  of  Brejl  *,  where  they  fortified  themfelves  in 
order  to  wait  the  Arrival  of  a  Squadron  of  Gallies  from 
the  Mediterranean .  Sir  Edward  Howard ,  having  con- 
fidered  their  Pofture,  refolved,  fince  it  was  impoflible  to 
attack  them,  to  burn  the  Country  round  about ;  which 
he  accordingly  performed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  Care  they 
could  take  to  prevent  it ;  and  yet  the  French  lay  ftill  under 
the  Cover  of  their  Fortifications,  and  of  a  Line  of  twenty- 
four  large  Hulks  lafhed  together,  and  which  they  pro- 
pofed  to  have  fet  on  Fire  in  cafe  the  Englijh  had  attempt¬ 
ed  to  force  a  Battel c.  While  the  Admiral  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed,  he  had  Intelligence,  that  'Mr.  P regent,  with 
the  fix  Gallies  from  the  Mediterranean ,  were  arrived  on 
the  Coaft,  and  had  taken  fhelter  in  the  Bay  of  Conquet , 
This  Accident  induced  him  to  change  his  Meafures,  fo 
that  he  now  refolved  firft  todeftroy  the  Gallies,  if  pofiible, 
and  then  to  return  to  the  Fleet,  advancing  to  reconnoitre 
Pregent* s  Squadron,  he  found  them  at  Anchor  between 
two  Rocks,  on  each  of  which  ftooda  ftrongFort ;  and 
which  was  like  to  give  him  ftill  more  Trouble,  they  lay 

fo 


a  Stowe,  Speed,  Herbert,  Daniel,  Rapin.  b  Sir  W.  Mon- 
fords  Naval  Tradls.  *  A.  D.  1512.  c  Godwin,  Herbert, 
Holingftiead. 
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fo  far  up  in  the  Bay,  that  he  could  bring  none  of  his 
Ships  of  Force  to  engage  them.  The  only  Method 
therefore  that  he  could  think  of,  was,  to  put  the  bra  veil 
of  his  Sailors  on  board  two  Gallies,  which  were  in  his 
Fleet,  and  with  thefe,  to  venture  in,  and  try  what 
might  be  done  againd  all  fix d.  This  being  refolved  on, 
he  went  himfelf,  attended  by  Sir  Thomas  Cheyne ,  and 
Sir  John  Wallop ,  on  board  one  of  them,  and  fent  Lord 
Ferrers,  Sir  Henry  Sherburn ,  and  Sir  William  Sidney , 
on  board  the  other ;  and  having  a  brilk  Gale  of  Wind, 
failed  diredtly  into  the  Bay,  where,  with  his  own  Gaily, 
he  attacked  the  French  Admiral.  As  foon  as  they  were 
grappled,  Sir  Edward  Howard \  followed  by  feventeen 
of  the  braved  of  his  Sailors,  boarded  the  Enemy,  and 
were  very  gallantly  received  5  but  it  fo  happened,  that 
in  the  midd  of  the  Engagement,  the  Gallies  fheered 
afunder,  and  the  French  taking  that  Advantage,  forced 
all  the  Englijh  upon  their  Decks,  overboard,  except  one 
Seaman,  from  whom  they  quickly  learned  that  the  Ad¬ 
miral  was  of  that  Number e.  Lord  Ferrers  in  the  other 
Galley,  did  all  that  was  poflible  for  a  Man  to  do  ;  but 
having  fpent  all  his  Shot,  and  feeing,  as  he  thought, 
the  Admiral  retire,  he  likewile  made  the  bed  of  his 
Way  out  of  the  Harbour f. 

W  e  have,  in  a  certain  Writer,  fome  very  fingular 
Circumdances  relating  to  this  unlucky  Adventure.  He 
fays,  that  Sir  Edward  Howard  having  confidered  the 

Podure 


/  v 

d  Herbert,  p.  30.  e  Godwin,  Stowe,  Speed.  Father  Daniel, 
fays,  he  died  of  a  Wound  received  in  the  former  Engage¬ 
ment,  which  is  a  plain  Miftake.  f  This  was  Sir  Walter 
Devereux,  Knt.  of  the  Garter,  Ancedor  of  the  Earls  of  Elfex, 
and  of  the  Vifcounts  Hereford. 
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Pofture  of  the  French  Fleet  in  the  Haven  of  Brejl,  and 
the  Confequences  which  would  attend  either  defeating 
or  burning  it,  he  gave  Notice  thereof  to  the  King,  in¬ 
viting  him  to  be  prefent  at  fo  glorious  an  Adtion,  defiring 
rather  that  the  King  fliould  have  the  Honour  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  French  Naval  Force,  than  himfelf.  But  his 
Letter  being  laid  before  the  Council,  they  were  altogether 
of  another  Opinion,  conceiving  it  was  much  too  great 
a  Hazard  to  expofe  his  Majefty’s  Perfon ;  and  therefore 
they  wrote  fharply  to  the  Admiral,  commanding  him 
not  to  fend  them  Excufes,  but  to  do  his  Duty.  This, 
as  it  well  might,  piqued  him  to  the  laft  Degree ;  and* 
as  it  was  his  avowed  Maxim,  that  a  Seaman  never  did 
good,  who  was  not  refolute  to  a  Degree  of  Madnefsy  fo  he 
took  a  hidden  Refolution  of  adting  in  the  Manner  he 
did.  Thus  fell  the  great  Sir  Edward  Howard ,  on  the 
25th  of  April y  1513,  a  Sacrifice  to  a  too  quick  Senfe  of 

/ 

Honour  in  the  Service,  and  yet  to  the  Detriment  of 
his  Country,  for  his  Death  fo  dejedted  the  Spirits  of  his 
Sailors,  that  the  Fleet  was  obliged  to  return  Home  j 
which  had  he  lived,  would  not  have  happened  s. 

There  never  certainly  was  a  braver  Man  of  his,  or 
of  any  Family,  than  this  Sir  Edward  Howard  >  and  yet 
we  are  affured,  that  he  was  very  far  from  being  either 
a  meer  Soldier,  or  a  meer  Seaman,  though  fo  eminent 
in  both  Characters ;  but  he  was  what  became  an  Englijb- 
?nan  of  fo  high  Quality  to  be,  an  able  Statefman,  a 
faithful  Counfellor,  and  a  free  Speaker.  He  was  ready 
at  all  Times  to  hazard  his  Life  and  Fortune  in  his 
Country’s  Quarrels,  and  yet  he  was  againft  her  quarrel¬ 
ing  . 


s  Lloyd’s  S:ate  Worthies,  p»  141. 
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ing  on  every  flight  Occafion.  He  particularly  difluaded 
a  Breach  with  the  Flemings,  for  thefe  wife  and  ftrong 
Reafons :  That  fuch  a  War  was  prejudicial  to  Trade  a- 
broad  ;  that  it  diminifhed  the  Cuftoms  while  it  increafed 
the  public  Expences ;  that  it  ferved  the  French  by  con- 
ltraining  the  Inhabitants  of  Flanders  to  deal  with  them 
againft  their  Will ;  that  it  tended  to  the  Prejudice  of 
our  Manufactures,  by  interrupting  our  Intercourfe  with 

thofe  by  whom  they  were  principally  improved  h.  Thus 

* 

qualified,  we  need  not  wonder  he  attained  fuch  high 
Honours,  though  he  died  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age* 
Henry  gratified  his  Ardour  with  Titles,  and  fuch-like 
Rewards,  making  him  Admiral  and  Knight  of  the  Garter1 
believing  that  he  fhould  thereby  command  not  only 
the  utmoft  Service  Sir  Edward  could  do,  but  alfo  all  the 
Force  and  Intereft  of  his  potent  Family ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  ill  requited,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  next  Life. 
This  Sir  Edward  Howard  married  Alice >  Widow  to  Sir 
William  Parker ,  Knt.  and  Daughter  of  William  Lovell , 
Lord  Morley ,  by  whom  he  had  no  Ifiue  k.  He  was,  as 
foon  as  the  News  of  his  unfortunate  Death  reached  the 
Ears  of  his  Royal  Mailer,  fucceeded  in  his  high  Office 
by  his  elder  Brother, 

Sir  THOMAS  HO  TV  A  R  D,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Surry ,  and  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  &c. 

IF  we  fpoke  firft  of  the  younger  Brother,  it  was  in  re- 
fpedl  to  his  Dignity,  and  to  its  Date ;  for,  though 
the  junior  Son,  he  was  the  elder  Admiral,  in  Point  of 

Meric 


h  Ibid.  1  Aflimole’s  Order  of  the  Garter.  k  Baronagium 
Angliae,  fol.  2.  17.  M.  $.  in  my  PofTeilion. 
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Merit  they  were  equal.  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk  Trea- 
furer  to  Henry  VIII.  and  the  Father  of  both  thefe 
brave  Men,  fpared  not  either  himfelf  or  his  Sons,  when 
the  Service  of  the  Crown  and  his  Country  required  it. 
In  the  third  of  this  King’s  Reign,  a  Scotch  Seaman,  Sir 
Andrew  Barton ,  with  two  ftout  Veftels,  the  one  named 
the  Lyon^  the  other  Jenny  Perivin 9  ranged  on  the  En- 
glif  Coafts,  and  interrupted  all  Navigation.  His  Pre¬ 
tence  was  Letters  of  Reprizal,  granted  him  againft  the 
Portugueze ,  by  James  III.  late  King  of  Scots  (whom  his 
rebellious  Subjeds  murdered)  3  and  under  Colour  of  this 
he  took  Ships  of  all  Nations,  alledging  they  had  Por¬ 
tugueze  Goods  on  Board  l.  On  Complaint  of  thefe 
Grievances  to  the  Privy-Council  of  England ,  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Admiral,  then  Earl  of  Surry ,  faid.  The  nar¬ 
row  Seas  floould  not  he  fo  infejled  while  he  had  EJlate 
enough  to  furnijh  a  Ship ,  or  a  Son  capable  of  commanding 
itm.  Hereupon  two  Ships  were  immediately  fitted  out 
by  the  two  Brothers,  as  I  conceive  at  their  own,  or  at 
their  Father’s  Expence  n 3  and  my  Reafon  for  it  is,  be- 
caufe,  had  they  gone  with  the  King’s  Commiffion,  they 
would  probably  have  had  a  Squadron  :  befides,  they  need¬ 
ed  no  Com  mi  (lion  3  for  Pirates  being  Hofes  Hum  ant 
Generis ,  Enemies  to  Mankind ,  every  Man  is  at  Liberty 
to  act  againft  them,  and  on  this  very  Principle  King 
Henry  juftified  this  Adion  °.  Indeed  mo  ft  of  our  Hifto- 
rians  over-turn  thefe  Arguments,  by  (tiling  Sir  Edward 
Howard  Lord  Admiral,  and  faying,  his  Brother  fervid 
Vol.  I.  \  under 


Buchanan,  Leftey,  Drummond.  »  Lloyd’s  State:  Wor* 
t“ies>  P-  H3-  *  Columna  Roftrata,  p.  49.'  ©  $£e 

Amwer  to  the  Scotch  King’s  Re  mo  n  (trances. 
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under  him  on  this  Occafion .  The  latter  may  be  true, 
on  Account  of  -Sir  Edward's  Experience;  but  as  to  the 
former,  it  is  plainly  erroneous,  as  appears  by  the  Date 
of  his  Patent  in  the  fucceeding  Year55.  On  the  whole 

I  think  it  moft  likely,  this  was  a  private  Expedition, 

* 

with  the  Knowledge  and  Confent  of  ttje  King,  but 
not  by  his  fpecial  Commiffion  or  immediate  Authority, 
as  wall  quickly  appear  by  (till  flronger  Teftimony. 

The  Lords  having  been  fome  Days  at  Sea,  were  fe-' 
parated  by  a  Storm,  which  gave  Sir  Thomas  Howard  an 
Opportunity  of  coming  up  with  Sir  Andrew  Barton  in 
the  Lyon ,  whom  he  immediately  engaged  The  Fight 
was  long  and  doubtful,  for  Barton  who  was  an  experi¬ 
enced  Seaman,  and  who  had  under  him  a  determined 
Crew,  made  a  defperate  Defence,  himfelf  chearing  them 
with  a  Boatfwain’s  Whiffle  to  his  lafl  Breath.  The 
Lofs  of  their  Captain  was  the  only  Thing  that  could 
induce  them  to  fubmit,  which  at  lafl  they  did,  and 
were  received  to  Quarter  and  fair  Ufage r.  In  the  mean 
Time  Sir  Edward  fought,  and  took  the  Confort  of  the 
J^ion ,  which  was  likewife  a  ilrong  Vefiei,  and  exceed- 
jjigjy  well  manned.  Both  theic  Ships,  with  as  many 
Men  as  were  left  alive,  being  in  Number  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  they  brought  the  fecond  of  Auguft  15  n,  into 
the  River  of  Thames  as  T  rophies  of  their  Vidfory.  The 
Men  were  fent  to  the  Archbifhop  of  York  s  Palace,  now 
called  Whitehall ,  where  for  fome  Time  they  remained 
JYifoners,  but  afterwards  were  difmifled,  and  fent  into 

'  Scotland s.  King  James  IV.  who  then  governed  the 

Scots , 


p  4  Hen.  VIII.  p.  z.  *  q  Herbert’s  Life  of  Henry  VIII. 
p  ,6  r  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  489-  !  Cooper  s  Chronicle, 

Holingfhead,  See. 
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Scots9  exceedingly  refented  this  Ablion,  and  inftantly 
lent  Ambaffadors  to  Henry  to  demand  Satisfa&ion  ;  on 
which  the  King  gave  this  memorable  Anfwer,  That  pu - 
nijhing  Pirates  ivas  never  held  a  Breach  of  Peace  among 
Princes \  King  James ,  however,  remained  ftill  diffatis- 
hed,  and  from  that  Time  to  his  unfortunate  Death  was 
never  throughly  reconciled  to  the  King  or  Englijh 
Nation.  I  referved  this  remarkable  Event  for  the  Life 
of  Sir  Thomas ,  becaufe  Sir  Andrew  Barton  became  his 
Prize,  and  I  thought  it  by  no  means  proper  to  repeat 
the  Story  in  both  Lives :  as  to  Sir  Edward's  being  made 
Admiral  in  Preference  to  his  elder  Brother,  it  muft  have 
arifen  from  his  greater  Acquaintance  with  Naval  Affairs, 
or  from  the  Families  defiring  to  have  the  eldeft  Son  al¬ 
ways  at  hand  to  afilft  his  Father,  who  befides  his  many 
high  Employments  of  Lord-Treafurer,  Earl  Marfhal, 
and  Lieutenant  of  the  North,  had  the  Jealoufy  of  the 
potent  Cardinal  Wolfey  to  deal  with  u. 

Sir  Thomas  Howard  accompanied  the  Marquifs  of 
Dorfet  in  his  Expedition  again  ft  Guyenne ,  which  ended 
in  King  Ferdinand's  conquering  Navarre ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  chief  falling  lick,  Sir  Thomas  fucceeded  him, 
and  managed  wdth  great  Prudence^  in  bringing  home 
the  Remains  of  the  Englijh  Army  w.  He  was  fcarce 
returned  before  the  ill  News  arrived  of  his  Brother  the 
Lord  Admiral’s  Death,  whereupon  the  King  inftantly 
appointed  him  his  Succeflor.  Sir  Thomas  returned  his 
Mafter  fincere  Thanks,  as  well  for  this  Mark  of  his 
Confidence,  as  for  affording  him  an  Opportunity  of  re* 


Y  2 


venging 
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venging  his  Brother’s  Death.  The  French  Ships  were 
at  that  Time  hovering  over  the  Englijh  Coafts,  but  Sib 
"Thomas  quickly  fecured  the  Seas,  fo  that  not  a  Bark  of 
that  Nation  durft  appear  ;  and  on  the  firftof  July  15 13» 
landing  in  Whitfand-Bay ,  he  pillaged  the  Country  ad¬ 
jacent,  and  burnt  a  confiderable  I  own  x.  The  King 
was  then  engaged  in  Picardy,  having  the  Emperor  in 
his  Service;  and  this  induced  James  IV.  to  invade  Eng¬ 
land  with  a  mighty  Army,  fuppofmg  he  fhould  find  it 
in  a  manner  defencelefs.  But  Thomas  Earl  of  Surry 
quickly  convinced  him  of  his  Miftake,  marching  to¬ 
wards  him  with  a  powerful  Army,  w'hich  ftrengthened 
as  it  moved.  Sir  Thomas  Howard  returning  on  the 
News  of  this  Invafion,  landed  five  thoufand  Veterans, 


and  made  hafte  to  join  his  Father.  The  Earl  of  Surry 
fending  a  Herald  to  bid  the  Scots  King  Battel,  the  Lord 
Admiral  fent  him  Word  at  the  fame  Time,  that  he 
was  come  in  Perfon  to  anfwer  for  the  Death  of  Sir  An¬ 
drew  Barton,  which  evidently  Ihews,  how  far  that  was 
a  perfonal  Affair.  This  Defiance  produced  the  famous 
Battel  of  Flodden-Field ,  which  was  fought  the  eighth 
of  September  1513,  wherein  Sir  Thomas  Howard  com¬ 
manded  the  Van-Guard,  and  by  his  Courage  and  Con¬ 
duit  contributed  not  a  little  to  that  glorious  Victory,  in 
which  King  James  fell  with  the  Flower  of  his  Army , 
though  not  without  the  Slaughter  of  abundance  of  En¬ 
glishmen  r.  King  Henry  thought  himfelf  fo  much  ob¬ 
liged  at  that  Time  to  the  Howards  for  this  and  other 
Services,  that  at  a  Parliament  held  the  next  Year,  he 
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reftored  Thomas  Earl  of  Surry  to  the  Title  of  Norfolk 
and  created  the  Lord  Admiral  Earl  of  Surry 9  who  took 
his  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  not  as  a  Duke’s 
Son,  but  according  to  his  Creation2.  Thefe  Favours 
were  from  the  King;  for  as  to  the  Cardinal  Minifter,  he 
made  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  fo  uneafy  as  Higfy  Trea hi¬ 
rer,  that  in  fome  few  Years  he  was  glad  to  relign  to  his 
Son. 

The  War  being  ended  with  France ,  the  Admiral’s 
martial  Talent  lay  fome  Time  unemployed;  but  certain 
Difturhances  in  Ireland  calling  for  Redrefs,  the  adtive 
Earl  of  Surry  was  fent  thither  with  a  Com  million  as 
Lord-Deputy  f,  where  he  fupprefied  Defmond’s  Rebel¬ 
lion,  humbled  the  O'Neals  and  G’Carrols ,  and  without 
affedting  Severity  or  Popularity,  brought  all  Things  into 
good  Order,  leaving  when  he  quitted  the  Ifland,  Peace 
and  a  Parliament  behind  him  J,  and  carrying  with  him 
the  Affedfions  of  the  People,  though  he  performed  not 
all  he  intended,  the  Cardinal  grudging  the  Honour  he 
had  already  acquired,  and  refolving  to  hinder  at  all 
Events  his  gaining  more a.  The  Pretence  for  recalling 
him  was  the  breaking  out  again  of  a  French  War.  Be¬ 
fore  it  was  declared,  the  French  Ships  of  War  interrup¬ 
ted  (according  to.  Cuftom)  the  Englijh  Trade;  fo  that 
we  buffered  as  their  Enemies,  while  their  Ambafludors 
here  treated  us  as  Friends.  The  Lord  Admiral  on  his 
Arrival  remedied  this  Inconvenience;  immediately  he 
fitted  out  a  fmall  Squadron  of  clean  Ships,  under  a  vi- 

'  Y  3  gilant 
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gilant  Commander,  who  foon  drove  the  French  Priva** 
teers  from  their  beloved  Occupation  thieving,  to  their 
old  Trade  of  ftarving  b.  In  the  Spring  Sir  William 
Fit  zs- Willi  anti  as  Vice-Admiral  put  to  Sea,  with  a  Fleet 
of  twenty-eight  Men  of  War  to  guard  the  narrow  Seas  % 
and  it  being  apprehended  that  the  Scotch  might  add  to 
the  Number  of  the  King's  Enemies  by  Sea  as  well  as 
Land,  a  fmall  Squadron  of  feven  Frigates  failed  up  the 
Frith  of  Forth y  and  burned  all  fuch  Veflels  as  lay  there, 
and  were  in  a  Condition  of  going  to  Sea c.  In  the 
mean  Time  the  Admiral  prepared  a  Royal  Navy,  with 
which  that  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  to  join;  and 
as  it  was  evident  that  many  Inconveniences  might  arife, 
from  the  Fleets  having  feveral  Commanders  in  Chief, 
the  Earl  of  Surry  by  fpecial  Permiffion  from  Henry  VIII. 
received  the  Emperor’s  Com  million  to  be  Admiral  alfo 
of  his  Navy,  which  confided  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
tall  Ships.  This  Commiffion  is  dated  at  London ,  June 
the  eighth,  1522,  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign  over 
the  Romans ,  and  feven th  over  the  reft  of  his  Domini¬ 
ons,  and  is  very  ample  d. 

With  the  united  Fleets  the  Admiral  failed  over  to 
the  Coaft  of  Normandy ,  and  landing  fome  Forces  near 
Cherhurgh  f ,  wafted  and  deftroyed  the  Country ;  after 
which  they  returned.  This  feems  to  have  been  a  Feint, 
for  in  a  few  Days  the  Admiral  landed  again  on  the  Coaft 
of  Bretagne ,  a  very  large  Body  of  Troops,  with  which 
he  took  and  plundered  the  Town  of  Mortal*  J,  and 

having 
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having  gained  an  immenfe  Booty,  and  opened  a  Paflage 
for  the  Englijh  Forces  into  Champaign  and  Picardy  % 
he  fir  ft  detached  Sir  William  Fitz-Williams  with  a  ftrong 
Squadron  to  fcour  the  Seas,  and  to  protect  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  then  returned  to  Southampton, where  the  Em¬ 
peror  embarked  on  Board  his  Ship,  and  was  fafely  con¬ 
voyed  to  the  Port  of  St.  Andero  in  Bifcay  f.  In  the 
fourteenth  of  King  Henry's  Reign,  the  good  old  Duke 
his  Father  being  quite  tired  out  with  Cares,  rehgned  his 
high  Office  of  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the  King  thereupon 
conferred  it  on  his  Son  the  Earl  of  Surry s.  He  was 
alfo  intruded  by  the  King  with  the  Army  railed  to  in- 
vade  Scotland ,  and  in  the  Station  of  General,  did  good 
Service  againfb  the  Duke  of  Albany ,  whereby  all  the 
deep  Defigns  of  the  French  were  fruilrated.  On  the 
Death  of  his  Father  he  was  again  appointed  to  command 
an  Army  againft  the  Scots,  in  which  Affair  he  acquitted 
himfelf  with  as  much  Honour,  Juitice  and  Bravery,  as 
any  Man  ever  did h.  He  afterwards  attended  the  King 
into  France ,  and  was  fent  Principal  Ambaflador  to  the 
French  King,  at  fuch  Time  as  that  Monarch  was  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  an  Interview  with  the  Pope1.  In  the  twen¬ 
ty-eighth  of  King  Henry ,  he  affifted  the  Earl  of  Shrew/- 
bury  in  fuppreffing  a  formidable  Rebellion,  and  through¬ 
out  his  whole  Life  approved  himfelf  an  hone  ft  and  ac¬ 
tive  Servant  to  the  Crown  in  all  Capacities.  Yet  in 
the  clofe  of  his  Reign  the  King  was  wrought  into  a  Per- 
fuafion,  that  this  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  his  Son  Henry , 

Y  4  Earl 
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Earl  of  Surry  were  in  a  Plot,  to  feize  upon  his  Perfon, 
and  to  engrofs  the  Government  into  their  own  Hands; 

with  many  other  Things  devifed  by  their  Enemies,  but 

\ 

altogether  deftitute  of  Proof.  For  thefe  fuppofed 
Crimes  he  and  his  Son  were  imprifoned,  and  as  was 
but  too  frequent  in  that  Reign,  attainted  almoft  on  Sus¬ 
picion  k.  Henry  Earl  of  Surry ,  the  molt  accomplifhed 
Nobleman  of  his  Time,  loll  his  Head  in  his  Father’s 
Prefence;  nor  would  the  Duke  have  furvived  him  long, 
(a  Warrant  being  once  granted  for  his  Execution,)  if 
the  King  had  not  died  before  him,  and  thereby  opened 
a  Door  of  Hope  and  Liberty.  After  all  thefe  Suffer¬ 
ings  he  furvived  King  Edward  VI.  and  died  in  the  firft 
Year  of  Queen  Alary,  when  his  Attainder  was  repeal¬ 
ed,  and  the  A£t  thereof  taken  from  the  Records1  *.  He 
was  unqueltionably  as  able  an  Admiral,  as  great  a  States¬ 
man,  as  fortunate  a  General,  and  as  true  a  Patriot  as 
any  in  that  Age  :  but  it  is  now  Time  to  come  to  his 
Succeffor  in  the  Command  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  FIZZ-WILLIAMS, >  after- 
wards  Earl  of  Southampton^  and  Knight  of  the 
Garter. 

t|E  was  defeended  not  only  of  an  ancient  and  ho- 
JL  A  nourable,  but  alfo  of  a  famous  and  noble  Family, 
his  Anceflors  having  been  fummoned  to  Parliament  as 

Barons, 

k  Herbert's  Life  of  Henry  VIII.  p.  5%*  His  Misfortunes 
were  owing  chiefly  to  the  Refentment  of  his  Dutchefs,  the 
Daughter  of  Edward  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  the  Falfhood 
of  his  Female  Favourite,  the  former  accuflng,  and  the  latter 
betraying  him.  1  See  the  .A 61  of  Repeal  imo.  Marise,  and  the 
Character  of  both  the  Duke  and  his  Son,  in  Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 
legh's  Preface  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  World.  *  A.  D.  1554- 
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Barons,  to  the  Time  of  Edward  III.  Sir  Thomas  Fitz- 
Williams ,  the  Father  of  our  Admiral,  married  Luciay 
Daughter  and  Co-heir  to  John  Nevil  Marquifs  Mont- 
acutey  by  whom  he  had  two  Sons,  Thomas ,  who  was 
flain  at  the  Battel  of  Flodden-Field ,  and  this  William  m. 
Being  the  younger  Son,  he,  from  his  Nonage,  addicted 
himfelf  to  Arms,  and  particularly  to  the  Sea-Service, 
which  in  thofe  Days  became  a  diftin£l  and  regular  Pro-, 
feffion,  King  Henry  having  a  Navy-Office,  Commiffion- 
ers,  OY.  which  his  Predeceflors  had  not.  He  alfo  fixed 
regular  Salaries  for  his  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals,  Cap¬ 
tains  and  Seamen,  fo  that  under  him,  Naval  Affairs 
underwent  a  very  great  Change,  and  we  have  had  a  con- 
ftant  Series  of  Officers  in  the  Royal  Navy  ever  fince. 
How  foon  Mr.  Fitz-Williams  went  to  Sea,  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  from  any  Memoirs  now  extant ;  but  molt  certain¬ 
ly  it  was  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  for  in  the  fecond 
of  Henry  VIII.  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Efquiresof 
the  King’s  Body.  In  1513,  he  had  a  Command  in  the 
Fleet,  which  fought  the  French  off  Bred,  and  behavinp* 
very  bravely  there,  received  a  dange/ous  Wound  in  the 
Breaff  by  a  broad  Arrow.  This  did  not  hinder  his  be¬ 
ing  prefent  at  the  Siege  of  Tour  nay  the  fame  Year,  where 
diftinguifhing  himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  Manner,  in 
the  Sight  of  his  Prince,  he  was  honoured  with  Knight¬ 
hood  n,  and  thenceforward  conftantly  employed  at  Sea, 
where  he  made  himfelf  equally  ufeful  to  his  Prince, 
and  grateful  to  the  Seamen.  Of  thefe  we  are  allured, 

he 
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he  knew  and  called  every  one  by  Name,  never  taking 
Prize,  but  what  he  fhared  amongft  them,  or  fufFering 
more  than  two  Months  to  elapfe,  ’ere  they  were  fully  paid 
their  Wages.  The  Merchants  were  remarkably  Friends 
to  him,  on  Account  of  his  conftant  Attention  to  their 
Concerns,  and  the  King  highly  efteemed  him  for  the 
Pun&uality  with  which  he  executed  his  Orders,  and  his 
wonderful  Expedition  in  whatever  he  undertook. 

H  e  executed  the  Office  of  Vice-Admiral,  during  the 
Abfence  of  the  Earl  of  Surry ,  then  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland ,  in  1520,  and  convoyed  the  King,  when  he 
paffied  over  to  France ,  in  order  to  an  Interview  with 
Francis  I.  And  two  Years  after,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  a  War  with  that  Prince,  Sir  William ,  with  a  good 
Fleet,  was  fent  to  protect  our  Trade,  and  to  moleft 
the  Enemy,  which  he  did  effedlually,  but  was  not  quite 
fo  fuccefsful  in  1523,  wrhen  he  had  Orders  to  prevent 
the  Duke  of  Albany  from  palling  with  French  Suc¬ 
cours  into  Scotland:  for  though  he  once  difperfed  the 
Duke’s  Fleet,  and  aftually  took  fome  of  his  Ships  with 

feveral  Perfons  of  Diilindlion  on  board,  yet  that  cunning 

* 

Prince  .efcaped  him  by  this  Artifice.  He  pretended  to 
abandon  his  Enterprize,  re-landed  his  Forces,  and  ordered 
the  Ships  to  be  laid  up  :  but  as  foon  as  he  underftood  the 
Engli/h  Admiral  was  returned  to  his  own  Coafts,  he 
inlfantly  re-imbarked  his  Troops,  and  continuing  his 
Voyage,  notwithftanding  it  was  the  Winter  Seafon  of 
the  Year,  arrived  fafely  in  his  own  Country0.  In  the 
1 6th  of  Henry  VIII.  we  find  Sir  William  preferred  to 
be  Captain  of  Cuines  Caftle  in  Picardy  :  in  the  next 

ted 
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Year,  he  was  Tent  Ambaflador  into  France ,  and  execu¬ 
ted  his  Commifion  with  inch  Succefs,  that  he  was  from 
that  Time  more  and  more  in  the  King’s  Favour  p.  After 
the  Fall  of  Cardinal  Wolfey ,  to  whom  our  Admiral  was 
no  great  Friend,  we  find  him  an  adlive  Man  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  made  Ufe  of  by  the  King,  to  excufe  Bifiiop 
Fijher  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  q.  In  the  27th  of  the 
fame  Reign,  he  was  again  employed  in  an  Embafly  to 
France ,  and  in  the  fucceeding  Year,  being  already 
Treafurer  of  the  Houfhold,  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Lancajter ,  and  Knight  of  the  Garter,  the  King,  by 
Letters  Patent,  raifed  him  to  the  Dignity  of  Admiral 
of  England ,  Ireland ,  Wales ,  Normandy ,  Gafcoine ,  and 
Aquitaine  r,  and  by  other  Letters  Patent,  foon  after 
created  him  Earl  of  Southampton  ;  all  which  he  is  faid  to 
have  merited  by  his  ftedy  Loyalty,  and  by  his  great 
Skill  and  indefatigable  Application  in  Maritime  Affairs, 
to  which  he  from  his  Youth  had  been  addicted3. 

Shortly  after,  the  King  raifed  him  fill  higher,  to 
the  Poll  of  Lord  Privy  Seal,  in  which  Quality  we  find 
that,  with  John  Lorcf  RuffeJ  who  fucceeded  him  as  Hieh 
Admiral,  he  palled  over  into  France ,  where  the  War 
was  again  broke  out,  with  two  Troops  of  Horfe,  which 
Ihews  his  martial  Spirit,  and  how  loth  he  was  to  quit 
the  Service  of  his  Country  in  a  Military  Way  \  It  feems 
his  Conf  itution  was  by  this  Time  much  broken  through 
continual  Fatigues,  and  therefore  he  made  a  Will,  where¬ 
by,  among  other  Legacies,  he  bequeathed  the  King  his 
Mailer,  his  bef  Collar  of  the  Garter,  and  his  rich  George 

fet 
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fet  with  Diamonds u.  Yet  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  War 
with  Scotland ,  to  which  his  old  Friend  and  Commander* * 
Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  was  immediately  ordered  with 
a  numerous  Army,  our  brave  old  Captain  would  not 
remain  behind,  but  with  a  brifk  Body  of  Horfe  and  Foot, 
lead  the  Van:  yet  this  proved  the  la  ft  Flafhings  of  his 
Heroft  Flame,  fince,  at  Neivcaftle ,  overcome  by  his 
Difeafe,  and  with  Fatigue,  he  breathed  his  lad,  to  the 
great  Regret  of  his  Royal  Mailer,  as  well  as  of  his  Ge¬ 
neral,  who  commanded  his  Banner  to  be  borne,  as  it  had 
hitherto  been,  in  the  Front  of  the  Army,  all  the  reft  of 
the  Expedition  as  a  Mark  of  Refpedl  to  his  Memory 
By  his  Countefs,  Mabel  Daughter  to  Henry  Lord 
Clifford^  he  had  no  IfTue  to  inherit  his  Virtues,  or  his 
Honours  \  but  he  left  behind  him  a  Natural  Son,  Thomas 
Fitz- Williams ,  alias  Fi/herx.  As  to  his  Age,  at  the 
Time  of  his  Deceafe,  we  find  no  Note  thereof,  either 
in  Books  or  in  Records ;  but  it  is  probable  that  he  did 
not  exceed  fixty,  according  to  the  Courfe  of  his  Pre¬ 
ferments.  Fie  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  firft  Sea¬ 
men  raifed  to  the  Honour  cf  the  Peerage  in  this  King¬ 
dom. 

(  •  1  '  \ 

As  to  the  remaining  Admirals  in  King  Henry's  Reign, 

they  were  John  Lord  Ruffel ,  and  the  Vifcount  Life ,  fo 
well  known  to  Pollerity  by  the  Title  cf  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland ,  as  the  ftipreme  Director  of  all  Things  in 
the  Reign  of  Edward  VI.  and  as  a  fatal  Example  of  the 
IfTue  of  boundlefs  Ambition,  in  the  beginning  of  the 

fucceeding  Reign.  But  the  Reader  will  find  fuch  ample 

Accounts 
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Accounts  of  them  elfewere^,  and  their  Naval  Alchieve- 
ments  contain  fo  little  worthy  of  Notice*  that  I  rather 
proceed  to  the  TranfaCtions  under  the  next  King,  than 
detain  my  Readers  with  a  jejune  Detail  of  1  hings  of  little 
Confequence,  efpecially,  confidering  the  narrow  Bounds 
into  which  we  are  to  bring  fuch  infinite  Variety  of  im¬ 
portant  Matter. 


CHAP.  X. 


The  Naval  Hifiory  of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D,  under  the 
Reign  of  Edward  VI.  with  an  Account  of  fuch 
eminent  Seamen  as  flourifhed  in  his  'Time. 

HIS  young  Prince,  at  the  Deceafe  of  his 
Father,  was  but  in  the  tenth  Y ear  of  his 
Age ;  however,  on  the  20th  of  February 
following  f,  he  was  crowned,  to  the  great 
Joy  and  Satisfaction  of  the  Nation,  who 
were  in  hopes  a  gentler  Government  would  fucceed,  un¬ 
der  the  Rule  of  fo  young  a  Prince,  affifted  by  Minifters 
whofe  chief,  indeed  whofe  only  Support,  muft  be  the 
AffeCtions  of  the  People3.  The  Scheme  of  Govern¬ 
ment  laid  down  by  the  Will  of  King  Henry  VIII.  was 

held 
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held  to  be  impracticable,  becaufe  it  made  fuch  a  Dh 
vifion  of  Power  as  rendered  the  Adminiftration  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Affairs  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impoffible ;  and 
therefore  to  remedy  thefe  Inconveniences,  the  Earl  of 
Hertford ,  Uncle  to  the  young  King,  created  foon  after 
Duke  of  Somerfet ,  was  declared  Protestor,  or  chief  Go¬ 
vernor,  that  the  Nation  might  'have  feme  vifible  Head  : 
after  which  followed  various  Promotions  ;  among#  the 
reft,  Sir  Thomas  Seymour ,  the  Protestor’s  Brother,  was 
created  Baron  of  Sudley,  and  raifed  to  the  great  Trult 
of  Lord  High- Admiral b.  One  would  have  thought, 
that,  in  the  Dawn  of  fuch  a  Government,  Peace  had 
been  more  advifable,  than  War:  but  we  find  the  great 
Counfellors  in  thofe  Days  thought  other  wife  ;  for  one 
of  the  fir  ft  Things  they  refolved  on,  was  War  with 
Scotland ,  to  which  probably  they  might  be  provoked  by 
the  Paffage  of  a  ftrong  Squadron  of  French  Gallies 
through  the  narrow  Seas,  which  were  going  to  block  up 
the  Caftle  of  St.  Andrews c,  and  to  which  they  were 

certainly  encouraged  by  the  diftrafted  State  of  the  Scotch 

* 

Affairs,  the  Government  being  weakened  by  a  Minority, 
and  the  Nation  divided  by  Factions d. 

The  Preparations  made  by  the  Protestor  for  his  Ex¬ 
pedition  into  Scotland ,  looked  as  if  he  intended  rather  an 
abfolute  Conqueft  of  that  Country,  than  to  compel  the 
Marriage  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  to  the  young  King 
Edward*.  Both  the  Brothers  took  a  Share  in  this  Expe¬ 
dition  ; 


b  Life  of  King  Edward  VI.  by  Sir  John  Hayward,  p.  14.. 
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dition  ;  the  Protedtor  commanded  in  Perfon  the  Land- 
Army,  which  confined  of  ten  thoufand  Foot,  fix  thoufand 
Horfe,  and  a  fine  Train  of  Artillery  ;  it  being  allowed  to 
be,  in  allRefpedts,  the  beftequiped  Force  that  for  many 
Years  had  been  fet  on  foot  in  this  Kingdom f.  With  this 
alio  the  Fleet  fitted  out  by  his  Brother’s  Care  correfpond- 
ed,  conlilting  in  all  of  fixty-five  Sail,  of  which  thirty*five 
were  Ships  of  Force,  the  reft  were  Store-Ships  and  Ten¬ 
ders  ;  the  whole  commanded  by  the  Lord  Clinton ,  as  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  North-Sea,  and  Sir  William  Woodhoufe ,  as 
Vice-Admiral,  who  arrived  before  Leith ^  about  the  Time 
that  the  Englijh  Army  penetrated  Scotland  by  Land  g. 
The  Protestor,  who  was  by  no  means  a  cruel  Man, 
endeavoured  to  have  prevented  Bloodfhed,  by  fending 
very  amicable  Letters  to  the  Scotch  Governors,  where¬ 
in  he  (hewed  how  much  it  would  be  for  the  Intereft  of 
both  Nations,  that  this  Match  (hould  take  Place,  and 
how  little  it  was  for  the  Good  of  Scotland  to  remain  in 
that  Dependency  on  France ,  in  which  /he  had  continued 
fora  longTradtof  Time.  The  Governor,  who  was 
entirely  in  the  French  Intereft,  (hewed  this  Letter  to 
none  but  his  own  Creatures,  who  advifed  him,  fince  he 
had  a  very  numerous  Army,  with  the  Flower  of  the 
Nobility  in  the  Field,  not  to  liften  to  any  Conditions 
of  Peace,  but  to  force  the  Englijh  to  a  Battel ;  which 
very  bad  Advice  he  complied  with,  and  told  the  reft  of 
the  Lords  about  him,  that  the  Protector’s  Letter  con¬ 
tained  only  Threatnings  and  Reproaches h.  This  ftrange 
Conduct  brought  on  a  decifive  Engagement,  on  the  ioth 
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of  September ,  1547;  which  in  the  Englijh  Hiftorles, 
is  Ailed  the  Battle  of  Mujfelburgh 1 ;  but  the  Scots  Writ¬ 
ers  call  it  the  Battel  of  Pinky  k.  It  was  fatal  to  the  Scots, 
notwithftanding  their  Superiority  in  Numbers,  their  Army 
con  lifting  of  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  Men  ;  but  the/ 
were  fo  eager  to  fight,  that  they  defpifed  all  the  Pre¬ 
cautions  ufually  taken,  as  to  Ground,  and  other  Circumr 
ftamces ;  nay,  they  were  fo  fool-hardy,  as  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  Fire  of  the  Englijh  Fleet,  which  galled  them 
extremely,  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  they 
were  totally  defeated,  leaving  fourteen  thoufand  dead  on 
the  Place,  and  eight  hundred  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen 
Prifoners ;  after  which  Victory  the  Protestor  burnt  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  fo  returned  in  Triumph  h 

M  y  Lord  Clinton,  with  his  Fleet,  continued  longer 
in  thofe  Parts,  with  a  Defign,  as  it  appeared,  to  demolifh 
entirely  the  Naval  Force  of  the  Scots.  He  had  before, 
in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.  been  employed  for  the 
fame  Purpofe,  and  had  executed  his  Commiffion  with 
great  Diligence,  carrying  off  the  Salamander,  and  the  Uni¬ 
corn,  two  very  fine  Ships,  and  all  other  Veflels  that  were 
worth  taking  m.  He  now  perfected  this  Scheme  of  de- 
ftroying,  by  burning  all  the  Sea-Ports,  v/ith  the  fmall 
Craft  that  lay  in  their  Harbours,  and  fearching  every 
Creek,  and  all  the  Mouths  of  Rivers,  with  fuch  Dili¬ 
gence,  that,  it  is  faid,  he  did  not  leave  one  Ship  of 
Force  in  all  that  Kingdom n.  In  1548,  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  with  a  very  ftout  Fleet,  failed  hence  upon 

the 
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the  Scotch  Coafts,  to  prevent  their  repairing  their  Har¬ 
bours,  and  to  do  what  further  Mifchief  he  was  able: 
but  he  was  lefs  fuccefsful ;  for  though  he  made  two  De¬ 
merits  with  conhderable  Forces,  yet  he  was  repulfed  in 
both  °.  The  great  Hdrdfhips  of  the  People  had  made  them 
defperate,  fo  that,  notwithftanding  the  vaft  Expence 
England  had  been  at,  and  the  compleat  Vidtory  the  Pro¬ 
tector  had  gained,  the  Scotifb  Queen  being  efcaped  in¬ 
to  France ,  and  great  Succours  coming  from  thence  into 
Scotland ,  the  Englijh  were  obliged  after  two  Years  to 
make  Peace,  both  Nations  having  fuiTered  exceedingly  by 
the  War,  which  proved,  however,  advantageous  enough 
to  France ,  who  made  her  Ufes  of  each,  and  performed 
her  Agreements  with  neither p. 

The  unnatural  Quarrel  between  the  Prote&or  and 
his  Brother  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  was  the  chief  Caufc 
of  the  Nation’s  Misfortunes;  for  while  they  endeavour¬ 
ed  with  all  their  Force  to  deflroy  each  other,  Publick 
Affairs  were  negleded,  thofe  who  might  have  prevented 
thefe  Diforders  ftudying  rather  to  increafe  them,  with  a 
View  to  ruin  bothk  What  the  Crimes  of  the  Admiral 
really  were,  molt  of  our  Hiftorians  feem  to  think  very 
uncertain ;  we  only  know  that  he  was  charged  with  a 
Delign  of  feizing  the  King’s  Perfon,  of  marrying  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth ,  and  forming  thereby  forne  Title  to 
the  Crowm.  On  this  Accufation,  whether  well  or  ill 
founded,  he  was  attainted  without  a  Trial  by  Ad  of 
Parliament  r.  A  Proceeding  altogether  inexcufable  ;  be- 

Vol.  I.  Z  caufe 
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caufe  thereby  Pofterity  is  deprived  of  feeing  the  EvL 
dence  on  which  public  Juftice  is  faid  to  be  founded* 
The  Protedlor  fet  an  Edge  on  the  Sentence  palled  by 
this  Law,  by  prevailing  on  the  young  King  to  lign  a 
Warrant  for  the  Admiral’s  Execution,  though  his  Uncle 
and  the  Protedlor’s  own  Brother*;  and  this  we  are  told 
he  did  to  gratify  his  Wife3.  The  Truth  feems  to  be* 
that  the  Lord  Protestor  Somerfet  was  an  honeft  but 
weak  Man,  meant  well,  but  feldom  knew  his  own 
Meaning,  and  was  therefore  governed  in  moll  Cafes 
by  other  People’s  Counfels  ;  whereas  the  Admiral 
is  allowed  to  have  had  quick  Parts,  great  Courage* 
and  a  much  better  Capacity  for  governing  :  but  his 
turbulent  Spirit  gave  the  common  Enemies  of  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  the  Nation’s  Quiet,  an  Opportunity  of  di¬ 
vorcing  him  from  his  Brother’s  Interell,  and  thereby 
creating  thofe  Misfortunes  which  were  not  only  fatal 
to  him  and  the  Protestor,  but  to  the  Kingdom  alfo  \ 
The  French ,  who  were  now  governed  by  Henry  II. 
a  young  enterprizing  Prince,  laid  hold  of  this  Opportu¬ 
nity,  while  the  Engli/h  were  engaged  in  a  Scotch  War, 
and  divided  by  civil  Difientions,  to  deprive  them  of  the 
Places  they  Hill  held  in  France .  To  colour  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  they  fet  up  the  following  Pretence,  (for  when 
were  the  French  known  to  want  one?)  That  Boulogne 
was  not  abfolutely  yielded  to  King  Henry  VIII.  but 
conditionally  only,  by  Way  of  Mortgage  for  a  certain 
Sum  of  Money,  which  they  faid  had  been  tendered  him 
more  than  once,  by  their  late  King  Francis  I.  and  confe- 

quently 
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tjuently  they  had  an  Equity  of  Redemption,  which  they 
thought  might  juftify  them  in  any  Meafures  that  fhould 
appear  neceflary  for  the  making  themfelves  Mailers  of 
the  Place.  In  faying  this,  I  am  not  governed  by  En - 
glijh  Prejudices,  but  follow  the  Accounts  given  by  their 
belt  Hiitorians,  and  who  relate  the  Sequel  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter  thus.  The  French  King,  under  Pretence  of  adding 
to  the  Magnificence  of  his  Entry  into  Paris ,  and  the 
Queen’s  Coronation,  drew  a  confiderable  Body  of  For¬ 
ces  into  the  Neighbourhood  of  that  City,  and  into  Pi- 
tardy  y  then  departing  fuddenly  from  his  Capital,  he 
came  to  Abbeville ,  where  his  Forces  rendezvoufed,  and 
proceeded  with  all  Expedition  to  Boulogne ,  where  he  at¬ 
tacked  and  carried  fome  of  the  Forts,  and  diftrefled  the 
Place  itfelf  fo  much,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
keep  it  u*  Our  Writers  fay,  that  thefe  Forts  were 
taken  by  Treachery,  and  it  appears  by  the  Representa¬ 
tions  made  in  King  Edward's  Name  to  the  Emperor, 
that  the  whole  of  this  TranfaClion  was  contrary  to  the 
Law  of  Nations,  there  being  then  no  War  declared 
Another  Attempt  the  French  likewife  made  upon  the 
lilands  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey ,  which  they  invaded  with 
a  itrong  Squadron  of  Men  of  War,  and  two  thoufand 
Land-Forces.  The  Englijh  Court  having  Notice  of 
this  Attempt,  and  knov/ing  thofe  lilands  to  be  but  in¬ 
differently  provided,  fent  thither  a  fmall  Squadron,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  Commodore  Winter ,  with  eight 
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hundred  Men  on  Board  a  few  Tranfports.  At  his  Ar¬ 
rival  he  found  the  Ports  blocked  up,  and  himfelf  under 
a  Neceffity  either  of  denfting  from  his  Enterprize,  or 
attacking  the  French ,  notwithftanding  their  Superiority. 
Pie,  dke  a  brave  Man,  chofe  the  latter,  and  executed 
this  Delign  with  fuch  Courage  and  Condudt,  that  ha 
ving  killed  the  French  near  a  thoufand  Men,  he  obliged 
them  to  embark  the  reft  on  Board  fome  light  Veflels 
which  they  fled,  and  abandoned  their  Ships  of  Force, 
wherein  he  caufed  to  be  fet  on  Fire.  This  Defeat  fo  net¬ 
tled  that  vain  Nation,  that,  our  Writers  fay,  they  for¬ 
bad  the  fpeaking  of  its  Particulars  under  Pain  of  Death, 
for  which  Report  one  would  imagine  there  muft  have 
been  fome  Foundation,  fince  we  find  no  Traces  of  this 
Story  in  any  of  their  Writers x.  The  Misfortunes  at¬ 
tending  the  Englifl)  at  Boulogne  having  ferved  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  the  Duke  of  Somerfefs  Enemies,  in  fixing  a 
grievous  Charge  upon  him,  for  which  he  was  fent  to 
the  Tower ,  and  outed  of  his  Prote&orfnip,  they  then 
thought  proper  to  make  a  Treaty  with  France ,  whereby 
theT own  of  Boulogne  itfelf  was  fold  for  four  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  Crowns,  and  the  French  took  Pofteffion  of  it  in  the 
Spring  of  the  Year  1550’/.  Jn  this  Treaty  the  Scots 
were  included,  and  for  the  managing  thereof,  Edward 
Lord  Clinton ,  who  had  been  Governor  of  the  Territory, 
now  yielded  to  France  ^  was  made  Lord  High  Admiral  for 
Life,  and  had  large  Grants  made  him  of  Lands  from  the 
King2.  1  After 
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After  this  Peace  there  grew  a  considerable  Inter¬ 
course  between  the  French  and  Englijh  Courts,  which 
gave  Such  Offence  to  the  Emperor,  that  he  Suffered  his 
Subje&s  in  'Flanders  to  cruize  on  the  Englijh  Seas,  which 
afforded  the  French  a  Pretence  for  adding  in  the  *fame 
manner;  but  upon  Complaint  that  the  Navigation  oS  the 
narrow  Seas  was  exceedingly  difturbed,  the  King  order¬ 
ed  Henry  Dudley ,  with  Sour  Men  oS  War  and  two  light 
Ships,  to  put  to  Sea,  in  order  to  protect  our  Merchants; 
which,  however,  he  performed  but  indifferently  a.  In 
155 1  j  the  Lord  Admiral  Clinton  went  over  into  France 
as  the  King’s  Embaffador,  and  there  concluded  a  Treaty 
for  the  Marriage  oS  his  Matter  to  the  PrinceSs  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Daughter  of  that  King ;  though  it  is  very  proba¬ 
ble  the  French  were  not  very  fincere  in  theSe  Negotia¬ 
tions.  Some  Time  aSter  they  began  to  raiSe  Jealoufies 
in  England  of  the  Emperor’s  Proceedings,  becauSe  he 
had  fitted  out  a  great  Fleet,  without  afiigning  any  parti¬ 
cular  CauSe  Sor  it  b.  But  the  next  Year  Things  took 
a  new  Turn;  Sor  the  French  continuing  their  pyratical 
Practices  under  one  Pretence  or  other,  Seized  many  En~ 
glijh  Ships,  So  that  loud  Complaints  were  made  to  the 
King,  and  upon  Examination  it  appeared,  that  the  Mer¬ 
chants  had  Suffered  in  the  Space  of  twenty  Months,  fifty 
thouSand  Pounds.  Upon  this,  his  Minifters  at  the  Court 
of  France  had  Orders  to  make  very  Sharp  Representati¬ 
ons,  which  they  did,  but  with  little  Effedl c  ;  So  that 
Things  remained  pretty  much  in  this  Situation,  that  is 
tending  to  a  Rupture,  to  the  Time  of  the  King’s  Death, 
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which  happened  on  the  fixth  of  'July  1553;  hut  whe¬ 
ther  by  Poifon,  as  fome  have  pretended,  or  by  a  Con- 
fumption,  as  is  generally  thought,  I  pretend  not  to  deter¬ 
mine d.  He  had  then  reigned  near  fix  Years  a>nd  a  half, 
and  was  not  quite  fixteen.  He  was  certainly,  for  his 
Y  ears,  a  very  accomplifhed  Prince,  of  which  he  has  left 
us  many  and  unqueftionable  Proofs  in  his  Writings. 

A  s  to  his  Care  of  Trade,  we  have  as  many  Infian¬ 
ces  of  it  in  every  kind  as  can  be  defined.  In  1548,  he 
palled  an  Aft  for  laying  the  Newfoundland- Trade  en¬ 
tirely  open,  and  for  removing  various  Obftacles,  by 
which  it  had  been  hitherto  cramped  e.  The  very  fame 
Year  the  Merchants  at  Antwerp  complaining  of  certain 
Hardfhips  under  which  they  fuffered,  the  King’s  Ambaf- 
fadors  interpofed  5  and  when  the  Regency  of  that  City 
fuggefied  to  them,  that  it  was  firange  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  fhould  more  regard  a  Company  of  Merchants 
than  the  Friendfhip  of  a  great  Emperor,  King  Edward's 
Agent,  whofe  Name  was  Smithy  anfwered  roundly, 
that  his  Mafter  would  fupport  the  Commerce  of  his 
Subjedls  at  the  Hazard  of  any  Monarch’s  Friendfhip  up¬ 
on  Earth  f.  With  like  Care  he  profecuted  the  Wrongs 
done  to  his  trading  Subjects  by  the  French ,  and  very 
gracioufly  received  a  Memorial,  wherein  certain  Me¬ 
thods  were  laid  down  for  encouraging  and  encreafing  the 
Number  of  Seamen  in  his  Dominions,  and  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  carrying  on  a  Trade  here  in  foreign  Bot¬ 
toms  s.  Some  Notice  there  are  of  other  Projects  of  a 
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Eke  Naturp  in  his  own  Diary,  which  fhew  that,  if  he 
had  lived  to  have  had  a  fuffident Experience,  he  would 
have  been  extremely  careful  of  Maritime  Affairs,  and 
very  ready  to  have  contributed  to  the  Eafe  and  Advan¬ 
tage  of  his  Subjects h.  But  the  Diforders  which  happen¬ 
ed  in  his  fhort  Reign,  as  well  as  his  immature  Death, 
prevented  his  doing  the  Good  which  he  intended. 

In  his  Reign  the  Levant- Trade  grew  more  exten- 
five  %  and  that  to  the  Coaft  of  Guinea ,  and  other  Parts 
of  Africa  was  firft  difcovered,andprolecuted  with  Succefs, 
by  Mr.  Thomas  TVyndham  k.  We  may  add  to  thefe  Proofs 
of  the  flourifhing  of  Naval  Power  under  this  young 
Prince,  the  Attempt  made  for  difcovering  a  North-Eaft 
Paffage 1  \  which  will  lead  us  to  fpeak  of  the  mod  ac- 
complifned  Seaman  who  lived  in  his  Time,  and  whofe 
Memory  deferves  for  his  Indudry,  Penetration,  and  In¬ 
tegrity  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Poderity,  I  mean  the  cele¬ 
brated  and  judly  famous, 

SEBASTIAN  CABOT. 

This  Gentleman  was  the  Son  of  that  eminent  Ve¬ 
netian  Pilot  John  Cabot ,  of  whom  we  have  given  fome 
Account  heretofore.  He  was  born  at  Briftol  about  the. 
Year  1477,  and  therefore  Mr.  Strype  is  midaken,  when 
he  tells  us  he  was  an  Italian ;  into  which  he  was  led  by 
the  Name  he  met  with  in  the  MS.  from  whence  Tie 
copied  his  Remarks,  viz.  SebaJlianQ  Cabato  m :  an  In- 

*  Z  4  accuracy 


h  See  the  King’s  Diary  publifhed  by  Burnet.  1  Churchill’s 
Voyages,  Introduction.  k  Ibid.  vol.  v.  p.  146.  1  Eden’s  Hii- 

tory  gf  Travels,  p.  224.  m  Strype’s  Memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  4 92. 
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accuracy,  common  enough  with  our  Old  Writers,  who 
affe&ed  to  vary  foreign  Names  ftrangely;  a  Folly  with 
which  the  French  are  ftill  infeded,  infomuch,  that  it  is  a 
difficult  Thing  to  underftand  Englijb  proper  Names, 
even  in  their  latelt  and  bell  Hiftorians.  Sebajlian  was 
educated  by  his  Father  in  the  Study  of  thofe  Parts  of  the 
Mathematics  which  were  then  beft  underftood,  elpeci- 
ally  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  and  Cofmography;  and  by 
that  Time  he  was  fever.teen  Years  old,  he  had  made 
feveral  Trips  to  Sea,  in  order  to  add  to  his  Theoretical 
Notions,  a  competent  Skill  in  the  Practical  Part  of  Na¬ 
vigation  :  and  in  like  Manner  were  bred  the  reft  of  his 
Father’s  Sons,  who  became  alfo  eminent  Men,  and  fet¬ 
tled  abroad,  one  in  Genoa ,  the  other  at  Venice  n. 

The  firft  Voyage  of  Confequence  in  which  Sebajlian 
Cabot  was  engaged,  feems  to  have  been  that  made  by  his 
Father,  for  the  Difcovery  of  the  North-Weft  Pallage, 
of  which  we  have  given  fome  Account  before  °.  This 
was  in  1497,  and  certainly  firft  taught  our  Seamen  a 
Pallage  to  North- America  :  but  whether  Sebajlian  Cabot 
did  not,  after  the  Deceafe  of  his  Father,  profecute  hisDe- 
fign,  and  make  a  more  perfect  Difcovery  of  the  Coafts 
of  Newfoundland ,  is  a  great  Doubt  with  me,  becaufe  I 
find  fuch  incongruous  Relations  of  this  Voyage  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Authors15.  For  Inftance,  the  celebrated  Peter 
Martyr ,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Sebajlian , 
and  wrote  in  a  manner  from  his  own  Mouth,  fays,  that 

the 


n  Remarks  on  Hakluyt,  MS.  0  In  the  Life  of  John  Ca¬ 
bot,  p.  297.  P  As  appears  by  comparing  the  Accounts  in 
Hakluyt  with  thofe  in  Parch  as,  and  in  the  Hiftory  of  Tra¬ 
vel,  by  Eden. 
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the  Voyage  wherein  he  made  his  great  Difcovery  towards 
the  North,  was  performed  in  two  Ships  fitted  out  at  his 
own  Expence q ;  which  by  no  means  agrees  with  his 
Father’s  Expedition,  wherein  were  employed  one  (lout 
Ship  of  the  King’s,  and  four  belonging  to  the  Merchants 
of  Brifiol r.  Befides  this,  a  very  intelligent  Spanijh  Writ¬ 
er,  who  is  very  exact  in  his  Chronology,  tells  us,  that 
when  Cabot  failed  at  the  Expence  of  King  Henry  VIL 
in  order  to  make  Difcoveries  towards  the  North,  he  paf- 
fed  beyond  the  Cape  Labrador ,  fomewhat  more  than 
58°  N.  L.  then  turning  towards  the  Weft,  he  failed  along 
the  Coaft  to  38°,  which  agrees  very  well  with  our  Ac¬ 
counts  of  John  Cabot’s  Voyage  s.  But,  Ramufio ,  the  /- 
tali  an  Collector,  who  had  the  Letter  of  Scbajlian  Cabot 
before  him,  when  he  wrote,  fpeaks  of  a  Voyage,  where¬ 
in  he  failed  North  and  by  Weft  to  67  °d.,  and  would  have 
proceeded  farther,  if  he  had  not  been  hindered  by  a  Mu¬ 
tiny  among  his  Sailers  h  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that 
Sebaftian  made  more  than  one,  perhaps  more  than  two 
Voyages  into  thefe  Parts,  by  Virtue  of  King  Henry  VIPs 
Commiflion ;  and  if  fo,  he  well  deferved  the  Character 
Sir  William  Monfon  has  given  of  him  u,  and  of  his  im¬ 
portant  Difcoveries,  which  the  Reader  will  be  pleafed  to 
fee  in  his  own  Words,  the  Authority  of  the  Writer  be¬ 
ing  of  as  much  Weight  as  the  Fa6ts  he  mentions. 

“  To  come  to  the  Particulars  of  Augmentation  of 
our  Trade,  of  our  Plantations,  and  our  Difcoveries, 

t£  becaufe 


*i  Decad.  iii.  cap.  6.  r  Fabian’s  M.  S.  Chronicle,  A.  D. 
1497.  s  Lopez  de  Gomara  Hilt.  des.  Ind.*  Occident,  lib.  ii. 
cap.  4.  1  In  his  Preface  to  the  third  Volume  of  his  excellent 

Collection.  u  In  the  large  Collection  called  Churchill's  Voy¬ 
ages,  vol.  iii.  p.  396.  and  his  Character,  p.  401. 
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“  becaufe  every  Man  fhall  have  his  Due  therein  •  I 
“  will  begin  with  Newfoundland ,  lying  upon  the  main 
ft  Continent  of  America ,  which  the  King  of  Spain 
“  challenges  as  firft  Difcoverer  :  But  as  we  acknowledge 
“  Erie  King  of  Spain  the  firft  Light  of  the  Weft  and 
€€  South- W eft  Parts  of  A?nerica ,  fo  we  and  all  the  World, 
“  mult  confefs  that  we  were  the  firft  that  took  Poffeffion 
“  for  the  Crown  of  England ,  of  the  North  Part  thereof, 
4C  and  not  above  two  Years  Difference  betwixt  the  one 
44  and  the  other.  And  as  the  Spaniards  have  from  that 
44  Day  and  Year  held  their  Poffeflion  in  the  Weft,  fo 
44  have  we  done  the  like  in  the  North  $  and  though  there 
44  is  no  refpedf,  in  Comparifon  of  the  W ealth,  betwixt 
“  the  Countries,  yet  England  may  boaft  that  the  Dif- 
44  covery,  from  the  Year  aforefaid  to  this  very  Day,  hath 
afforded  the  Subjedls  annually  120,000  Pound,  and  en- 
44  creafed  the  Number  of  many  a  good  Ship,  and  Mari- 
ners,  as  our  Weftern  Parts  can  Witnels  by  their 
(c  fifhing  in  Newfoundland :  neither  can  Spain  challenge 
44  a  more  Natural  Right  than  we  to  its  Difcovery,  for  in 
44  that  Cafe  we  are  both  alike.  If  we  deal  truly  with 
44  others,  and  not  deprive  them  of  their  Right,  it  is 
44  Italy  that  muft  aflume  the  Difcovery  to  itfelf,  as  well 
44  in  the  one  Part  of  America ,  as  in  the  other,  Genouay 
“  and  Ckriftopher  Columbus  by  Name,  muft  carry  away 
«4  the  Praife  of  it  from  Spain  $  for  Spain  had  not  that 
44  Voyage  in  Agitation,  or  thought  of  it,  till  Columbus 
44  not  only  propofed,  but  accomplifhed  it.  The  like  may 
46  be  faid  of  Sebafian  Caboty  a  Venetian ,  who,  by  his 
44  earneft  Interceffion  to  Henry  VII.  drew  him  to  the 
44  Difcovery  of  Newfoundland ,  and  called  it  by  the  Name 
44  of  BacallaOy  an  Indian  Name  for  Fifh,  for  the  A- 
44  bundance  of  Fifli  he  found  upon  that  Coaft,” 


If 


SEBASTIAN  CABOT.  347 

I  f  this  worthy  Man  had  performed  nothing  more,  his 
Name  ought  furely  to  have  been  tranimitted  to  future 
Times  with  Honour,  fince  it  clearly  appears,  that  New¬ 
foundland  hath  been  a  Source  of  Riches,  and  Naval 
Power  to  this  Nation,  from  the  Time  it  was  diico- 
vered,  as  well  as  the  firft  of  our  Plantations ;  fo  that 
it  may  be  truly  faid  of  Sebajlian  Cabot ,  that  he  was  the 
Author  of  our  Maritime  Strength,  and  opened  the  Way 
to  thofe  Improvements  which  have  rendered  us  fince  fo 
great,  fo  flourifhing  a  People.  Yet  have  we  no  diftindt 
Accounts  of  what  he  advifed,  or  what  he  performed, 
for  upwards  of  twenty  Years  together,  wherein  certainly 
fo  able  a  Man  could  never  have  been  idle.  The  next 
News  we  hear  of  him,  is  in  the  eighth  of  King  He?iry 
VIII.  and  our  Accounts  then  are  none  of  the  cleareft 
It  feems  that  Cabot  had  entered  into  a  ftridt  Corref- 
pondence  with  Sir  Thomas  Pert ,  then  Vice  Admiral  of 
England ,  who  had  a  Houfe  at  Poplar ,  and  procured  him 
a  good  Ship  of  the  King’s,  in  order  to  make  Difcoveriesx  ; 
but  it  looks  as  if  he  had  now  changed  his  Route,  and  in¬ 
tended  to  have  palled  by  the  South  to  the  E aft- Indies  : 
for  he  failed  firft  to  Brazil ,  and  miffing  there  of  his 
Purpofe,  fhaped  his  Courfe  for  the  Iflands  of  Hifpaniola , 
and  Porto  Rico ,  where  he  carried  on  fome  Traffick,  and 
then  returned,  failing  abfolutely  in  the  Defign  upon 
which  he  went;  not  through  any  want  either  of  Courage 
or  Conduct  in  himfelf,but  from  the  Fear  and  Faint-heart- 
ednefs  of  Sir  Thomas  Perty  his  Coadjutor,  of  which  we 

have 


w  See  Wheler’s  Difcourfe  of  Trade,  and  Capt.  Luke  Fox’s 
Account  of  the  North- Weil;  Pafiage„  x  Hakluyt’s  Voyages, 
P.  iii.p,  498. 
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have  abundant  Teftimony  from  the  Writings  of  a  Per- 

fon  who  lived  in  thofe  Times  N 

This  Difappointment  did  in  all  Probability  incline 
Sebafia n  Cabct  to  leave  England ,  and  to  go  over  to 
Spain,  where  he  was  treated  with  very  great  Refpeft, 
and  raifed  as  high  as  his  Profeflion  would  permit,  being 
declared  Pilot- Major,  or  chief  Pilot  of  Spain ,  and  by 
his  Office,  intruded  with  the  reviewing  all  Proje&s  for 
Difcovery,  which  in  thofe  Days  were  many  and  impor¬ 
tant.  His  great  Capacity,  and  approved  Integrity,  in¬ 
clined  many  rich  Merchants  to  treat  with  him  in  the 
Year  1524,  about  a  Voyage  to  be  undertaken  at  their 
Expence,  by  the  new-found  Paflage  of  Magellan ,  to 
the  Moluccos ;  which  at  length  he  accepted,  and  of  which 
we  have  a  clear  Account  in  the  Writings  of  the  Spanijh 
Hifiorian  Herrera z. 

He  failed,  fays  he,  about  the  beginning  of  April  1525, 
firft  to  the  Canaries ,  and  then  to  the  Iflands  of  Cape 
Verde ,  and  thence  to  Cape  St.  Auguftin ,  and  the  Ifland 
of  Pat  os  or  Geefe  \  and  near  Bahia  de  todos  los  Santos ,  or 
the  Bay  of  All  Saints ,  he  met  a  French  Ship.  He  was 
faid  to  have  managed  very  ill,  as  wanting  Provifions 
when  he  came  to  the  faid  Ifland  3  but  there  the  Indians 
were  very  kind,  and  fupplied  him  with  Provifions  for 
all  his  Ships  ;  but  he  requited  them  very  ill,  carrying 
away  wfith  him  by  force,  four  Sons  of  the  prime  Men. 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  the  River  of  Plate ,  having 
left  alliore  on  a  defart  Ifland,  Martin  Mendez ,  his 
Vice-Admiral,  Captain  Francis  de  Rojas ,  and  Michael 

de 


y  See  the  Dedication  of  a  Piece,  called,  A  Freatife  of  New 
India,  publifhed  in  1553,  by  Mr.  Richard  Eden,  and  addrefled 
to  the  great  Duke  of  Northumberland.  Gonfalvo  de  Oviedo. 
HifR  Ind.  Occid.  lib.  xix.  cap.  13.  z  Decad.  iii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  2. 
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de  Rodas ,  becaufe  they  blamed  his  Management ;  and  in 
conclufion,  he  went  not  to  the  Spice-IJlands ,  as  well  be¬ 
caufe  he  had  not  Provifions,  as  by  reafon  the  Men  would 
not  fail  under  him,  fearing  his  Management  in  the 
Streights.  He  failed  up  the  River  of  Plate ,  and  about 
thirty  Leagues  within  the  Mouth,  found  an  Ifland  which 
he  called  St.  Gabriel ,  about  a  League  in  compafs,  and  half 
a  League  from  the  Continent  next  Brazil .  There  he  an¬ 
chored,  and  with  the  Boats,  three  Leagues  higher,  difco- 
vered  a  River  he  called  San  Salvador ,  or  St.  Saviour ,  very 
deep,  and  a  fafe  Harbour  for  the  Ships  on  the  fame  Side 
of  Brazil ,  whither  he  brought  up  his  Ships,  and  unloaded 
them,  becaufe  the  Mouth  of  the  River  had  not  much  Wa¬ 
ter.  Having  built  a  Fort,  and  left  fome  Men  in  it,  he  refol- 
ved  to  proceed  up  that  River  with  Boats,  and  a  fiat-bottom 
Caravel,  in  order  to  make  Difcoveries,  thinking  that, 
fince  he  did  not  pafs  through  the  Streights  to  the  Spice - 
IJlands ,  his  Voyage  would  not  be  altogether  fruitlefs. 
Having  advanced  thirty  Leagues,  he  came  to  a  River, 
called  Zarcarana ,  and  finding  good  rational  People,  he 
ereded  another  Fort,  calling  it  Santi  Spirit us,  L  e.  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft ,  and  by  another  Name,  Cabot's  Fort . 
Thence  he  difcovered  the  Shores  of  the  River  Parana , 
which  is  that  of  Plate ,  where  he  found  many  Xflands  and 
Rivers  ;  and  keeping  along  the  greatefl  Stream,  at  the 
End  of  two  hundred  Leagues,  came  to  another  River, 
which  the  Indians  call  Paraguay ,  and  left  the  great  River 
on  the  right,  thinking,  it  bent  towards  the  Coaft  of 
Brazil ,  and  running  up  thirty -four  Leagues,  found 
People  tilling  the  Ground,'  which  he  had  not  feen  before. 
There  he  met  with  fo  much  Opposition,  that  he  ad¬ 
vanced  no  farther,  but  killed  many  Indians ,  and  they 
flew  twenty-five  of  his  Spaniards ,  and  took  three  that 

where 
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were  gone  out  to  gather  Palmetos  to  eat.  At  the  fame 
Time  Cabot  was  thus  employed,  James  Garcia  was  fail¬ 
ing  to  make  Difcoveries  in  the  River  of  Plate  ^  without 
knowing  that  the  other  was  there  before  him.  He  en* 
tered  the  faid  River  about  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1527, 
having  fent  away  his  own  Ship,  alledging  that  it  was 
too  large  for  that  Difcovery,  and  with  the  reft,  came  to 
an  Anchor  in  the  fame  Place  where  Cabot9 s  Ship  lay, 
directing  his  Courle  with  two  Brigantines,  and  fixty 
Men,  towards  the  River  Parana ,  which  lies  North  and 
North- Weft,  arrived  at  the  Fort  built  by  Cabot.  About 
1  xo  Leagues  above  this  Fort,  he  found  Sebajlian  Cabot 
himfelf  in  the  Port  of  St.  Anne ,  fo  named  by  the  latter, 
foon  after  they  returned  together  to  the  Fort  of  the  Holy 
Ghojl ,  and  thence  fent  Meflengers  into  Spain.  Thofe 
who  were  difpatched  by  Sebajlian  Cabot ,  were  Francis 
Calderon ,  and  George  Barlow ,  who  gave  a  very  fair  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  fine  Countries  bordering  on  the  River  la 
Plata ,  fhewing  how  large  a  Tradl  of  Land  he  had  not 
only  difcovered,  but  fubdued  ;  and  producing  Gold, 
Silver,  and  other  rich  Commodities,  as  Evidences  in  Fa¬ 
vour  of  their  General’s  Conduit.  The  Demands  they 
made,  were,  that  a  Supply  fhould  be  fent  of  Provifion, 
Ammunition,  Goods  proper  to  carry  on  a  Trade,  and 
of  Seamen  and  Soldiers  a  competent  Recruit.  To  this, 
the  Merchants  by  whom  Cabot9 s  Squadron  was  fitted 
out,  would  not  agree,  but  chofe  to  let  their  Rights 
efcheat  to  the  Crown  of  Cajlile .  The  King  then  took 
the  Whole  upon  himfelf,  but  was  fo  dilatory  in  his  Pre¬ 
parations,  that  Sebajlian  Cabot ,  quite  tired  out,  as  having 
been  five  Years  in  the  Indies ,  refolved  to  return  Home, 

which  he  did,  embarking  the  remainder  of  his  Men,  and 

all 
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all  his  Effe&s  on  board  the  biggeft  of  his  Ships>  and  leav¬ 
ing  the  reft  behind  him  a. 

It  was  the  Spring  of  the  Year  153  t,  when  Cabot  arri¬ 
ved  at  the  Spanijh  Court,  and  gave  an  Account  of  his  Ex¬ 
pedition.  It  is  evident  enough  from  the  Manner  in  which 
the  Spanijh  Writers  fpeak  of  him,  that  he  was  not  well 
received,  and,  one  may  eafily  Account  for  it.  He  had 
raifed  himfelf  Enemies  by  treating  his  Spanijh  Mutineers 
with  fo  much  Severity  ;  and  on  the  other  Hand,  his 
Owners  were  difappointed,  by  his  not  purfuing  his  Voy¬ 
age  to  the  Moluccas.  He  kept  his  Place,  however,  and 
remained  in  the  Service  of  Spain ^  many  Years  after, ’till 
he  was  invited  over  to  England b.  We  have  no  Account 
how  this  was  brought  about,  in  any  Author  now  ex¬ 
tant,  and  therefore  I  fhall  offer  to  the  Reader’s  Confi- 
deration,  a  Cojefture  of  my  own,  which  he  may  re¬ 
ceive  £>r  rejedf,  according  as  it  feems  to  him  probable,  or 
improbable.  Mr.  Robert  Thorne ,  an  EngliJ. h  Merchant 
at  Seville ,  whom  we  have  mentioned  before  with  Com¬ 
mendation,  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Cabot ,  and 
was  adtually  one  of  his  Owners  in  his  laft  Expedition c* 
It  feems,  therefore,  not  at  all  unlikely,  that  he,  after 
his  Return  from  Newfoundland ,  might  importune  Cabot 
to  think  of  coming  Home  :  and  what  feems  to  add  a 
greater  Appearance  of  Truth  to  this  Conjecture,  iis  Ca~ 
hot's  fettling  at  BriftoJ  when  he  did  return  to  England , 
of  which  City  Mr.  Thorne  was  an  eminent  Merchant, 

and 


a  Herrera,  book  v.chap.  3.  Decad.  iii.  See-alfo  an  Account 
of  this  Expedition  in  Churchill’s  Voyages,  vol.  i<  in  the  In¬ 
troduction.  b  Hakluyt’s  Voyages.  P.  iii.  p.  7.  See  alfo  the 
Preface  to  the  third  Volume  of  Ramufich  c  Hakluyt’s  Voy- 
2ges.  P.  iii.  p.  726. 
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and  once  Mayor d.  Thefe  Tranfaftions  fell  out  in  the 
latter  End  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.  about  which 
Time,  as  I  fuppofe,  Sebaftian  Cabot  adtually  returned,  and 
fettled  with  his  Family  here. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  King  Edward's  Reign,  this 
eminent  Seaman  was  introduced  to  the  Duke  of  Somer- 
fet ,  then  Lord  Protedtor,  with  whom  he  was  in  great 
Favour,  and  by  whom  he  was  made  known  to  the  King, 
who  took  a  great  deal  of  Pleafure  in  his  Convention, 
being  much  better  verfed  in  the  Studies  to  which  Ca¬ 
bot  had  applied  himfelf,  than,  his  tender  Years  confider- 
ed,  could  have  been  expected ;  for  he  knew,  not  only 
all  the  Ports  and  Havens  in  this  Ifland,  and  in  Ireland , 
but  alfo  thofe  in  France ,  their  Shape,  Method  of  En¬ 
tering,  Commodities  and  Incommodities  ;  and,  in  fhor^ 
could  anfwer  almoft  any  Queftion  about  them,  that  a 
Sailor  could  afke.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that 
with  fuch  a  Prince  Cabot  was  in  high  Efteem,  or  that, 
in  his  Favour,  a  new  Office  Ihould  be  eredled  equivalent 
to  that  which  he  had  enjoyed  in  Spain ,  together  with  a 
Penfion  of  166  /.  13  j.  4  d.  which  we  find  granted  to 
him  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  January  6,  1549,  in  the 
fecond  Year  of  that  King’s  Reign  3  by  a  fpecial  Claufe 
in  which  Patent,  this  Annuity  is  made  to  commence  from 
the  Michaelmas  preceding  f.  Thenceforward  he  con¬ 
tinued  highly  in  the  King’s  Favour,  and  was  confulted 
upon  all  Matters  relating  to  Trade,  particularly  in  the 
great  Cafe  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Steel-Yard ,  in  155 15 

of 


d  See  his  Monument  in  the  Temple  Church,  or  in  Weever, 
p.  443.  e  St rype’s  Memorials  vol.  ii.  [  Hakluyt’s  V  oyages, 
P.  iii.  p.  10.  • 
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of  which  it  will  be  fit  to  give  fome  Account  here,  fince 

it  has  efcaped  the  Notice  of  moft  of  our  Hiftorians, 

- 

though  it  gave  in  fome  Meafure  a  new  Turn  to  the 
whole  State  of  our  Commerce. 

These  Merchants  are  fometimes  called  of  the  Haunfe% 
becaufe  they  came  from  the  Hanfe  Towns,  or  free  Ci¬ 
ties  in  Germany ,  fometimes  Ahnains  from  their  Country. 
They  fettled  here  in  or  before  the  Reign  of  Henry  III. 
and  brought  in  Grain,  Cordage,  Flax,  Hemp,  Linnen 
Cloth,  Wax  and  Steel,  whence  the  Place  in  Dowgate - 
Ward,  where  they  dwelt;,  was  called  the  Steel-Yard , 
which  Name  it  Hill  retains.  The  Kings  of  England  en¬ 
couraged  them  at  fir'll,  and  granted  them  large  Privileges  5 
amongft  others,  that  of  exporting  our  Woollen  Cloths: 
they  had  likewife  an  Alderman,  who  was  their  chief 
Magiftrate,  and  in  Confideration  of  various  Grants  from 
the  City,  they  Hood  bound  to  repair  Bijbopfgate ,  and 
were  likewife  under  other  Obligations.  By  Degrees,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Englifl)  coming  to  trade  themfelves,  and  im¬ 
porting  many  of  the  Commodities  in  which  thefe  Ger¬ 
mans  dealt,  great  Controverfies  grew  between  them,  the 
Foreigners  on  all  Gccafions  pleading  their  Charter, 
which  the  Englifl)  Merchants  treated  as  a  Monopoly, 
not  well-warranted  by  Law.  At  laft  the  Company  of 
Merchant-Adventurers,  at  the  Head  of  which  was  our 
Sebafian  Cabot ,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Decembery 
1551,  exhibited  to  the  Council  an  Information  againft 
thefe  Merchants  of  the  Steel-Yard ,  to  which  they  were 
directed  to  put  in  their  •  Anfwer,  they  did  fo  ;  and 
after  feveral  Plearings,  and  a  Reference  to  the  King’s 
Sollicitor-General,  his  Counfel  learned  in  the  Law,  and 
the  Recorder  of  London ,  a  Decree  palled  on  the  twenty¬ 
mo*"  I.*  A  a  fourth 
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fourth  of  February ,  whereby  thefe  Merchants  of  the 
Steel-Yard  were  declared  to  be  no  legal  Corporation;  yet 
Licences  were  afterwards  granted  them  from  Time  to 
Time,  for  the  Exportation  and  Importation  of  Goods, 
notwithstanding  this  Decree,  which  remained  Hill  in  full 
Force  and  Virtue  s. 

In  the  Month  of  May  1552,  the  King  granted  a  Li¬ 
cence  together  with  Letters  of  fafe  Conduct  to  fuch  Per- 
fons  as  fhould  embark  on  Board  three  Ships,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  Difcovery  of  a  Paflage  by  the  North  to 
the  E aft- Indies.  Sebafian  Cabot  was  at  that  Time  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Company  of  Merchant- Adventurers,  on  whofe 
Advice  this  Enterprize  was  undertaken,  and  by  whofe 
Intereft  this  Countenance  from  the  Court  was  procured11. 
The  Accounts  we  have  of  this  Matter  differ  widely ;  but 
as  I  obferve  there  is  a  Variation  in  the  Dates  of  a  whole. 
Year,  fo  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  there  muff  have  been 
two  di Hindi  Undertakings,  the  one  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  Protection  of  the  Court,  which  did  not  take  Ef¬ 
fect  ;  and  the  other  by  a  joint  Stock  of  the  Merchants, 
which  did.  Of  the  find,  becaufe  it  is  little  taken  No¬ 
tice  of,  I  will  fpeak  particularly  here  ;  for*  the  other  will 
come  in  properly  in  my  Account  of  Sir  Hugh  Wil- 
lougby.  When  therefore  this  Matter  was  nrft  propofed, 
the  King  lent  two  Ships,  the  Primrofe  and  the  Moonr 
to  Barnes  Lord-Mayor  of  London  ;  Mr  .Garret  one 

of  the  Sheriffs,  and  Mr.  York  and  Mr.  Wyndham  two 

of 


g  Minutes  of  thefe  Proceedings  are  to  be  found  m  King  Ed- 
■ard’s  Diary,  and  the  Decree  at  large  in  Mr.  Vv heeler  s  i rea¬ 
te  of  Commerce,  p.  04.  h  Strype’s  Memorials,  vo  .  n.  p. 
04.  but  Mr,  Strype’s  Remark,  that  thef:  were  the 
rhich  went  with  Sir  Hugh  Willoughry,  is  wrong. 
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of  the  Adventurers  giving  Bond  to  the  King  to  deliver 
two  Ships  of  like  Burden,  and  in  as  good  Condition,  at 
Midfummer  1554.  In  Confederation  alfo  of  the  Expence 
and  Trouble  of  Sebafian  Cnbct,  his  Majedy  made  him 
a  Prefent  of  two  hundred  Pounds1.  A  Year  afterwards 
this  grand  Undertaking  was  brought  to  bear,  and  there¬ 
upon  Sebajiian  (sabot  delivered  to  tile  Commander  in 
chief  thofe  Directions  by  which  he  was  to  regulate  his 
Conduct,  the  Title  of  which  ran  thus :  “  Ordinances, 
“  Indrudlions  and  Advertifements,  of  and  for  the  Direc- 
<c  tion  of  the  intended  Voyage  for  Cathay ,  compiled, 
cc  made,  and  delivered,  by  the  Right  Worfhipful  Seba- 
<c  Jlian  Cabot ,  Efq;  Governor  of  the  My  fiery  and  Com- 
“  pany  of  the  Merchant-Adventurers,  for  the  Difcovery 
“  of  Regions,  Dominions,  Tilands,  and  Places  unknown : 
“  the  ninth  of  May ,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  God, 
<£  155 3.”  k  This  fhews  how  great  a  Trud  was  repof- 
ed  in  this  Gentleman  by  the  Government,  and  by  the 
Merchants  of  England ;  and  the  Inftru&ions  themfelves, 

which  we  (till  have  entire1,  are  the  cleared  Proofs  of  his 

£ 

Sagacity  and  Penetration,  and  the  fulled  Judification  of 
fuch  as  did  repofe  their  Trud  in  him.  Many  have  fur- 
mifed,  that  he  was  a  Knight  whence  we  often  find 
him  diled  Sir  Sebajiian ;  but  the  very  Title  of  thofe  In- 
drudlions  I  have  cited  proves  the  contrary,  as  alfo  the 
Charter  granted  by  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary ,  in 
the  fird  Year  of  their  Reign,  to  the  Merchants  of  Ruf 
ft  a,  fince  diled  the  Rujfia  Company,  whereby  Sebajiian 

A  a  2  Cab  it  d 


1  Strype’s  Memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  402.  k  Thefe  are  yet  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Radi  a  Company.  1  In  Hakluyt’s  Voy¬ 
ages,  vol.  i.  p.  226. 
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Cabota  is  made  Governor  for  Life,  on  Account  of  his 
being  principally  concerned  in  fitting  out  the  fir  ft  Ships 
employed  in  that  Trade  m  3  but  fo  far  from  being  {ti¬ 
led  Knight,  that  he  is  called  only  one  Sebaftian  Cabo - 
ta9  without  any  Diftindion  at  all n.  After  this  we  find 
him  very  adive  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Company,  in  the 
\  ear  1556;  and  in  the  Journal  of  Mr.  Stephen  Bur~ 
roughs  it  is  obferved,  that  on  the  twenty  feventh  of  April 
that  Year,  he  went  down  to  Gravefend ,  and  there  went 
on  Board  the  Sercb-thrifty  a  fmall  Veffel  fitted  out  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  the  faid  Burroughs  for  Ruff  a , 
where  he  gave  generoufly.  to  the  Sailors,  and  on  his  Return 
to  Gravefend ,  he  extended  his  Alms  very  liberally  to  the 
Poor,  defiring  them  to  pray  for  the  Succefs  of  this  Voy¬ 
age.  We  find  it  alfo  remarked,  (which  fhews  the 
chearful  Temper  of  the  Man)  that,  upon  his  coming 
back  to  Gravefend ,  he  caufed  a  grand  Entertainment  to 
be  made  at  the  Sign  of  the  Chriftopher ,  where,  fays  Mr. 
Burroughs ,  for  the  very  Joy  he  had  to  fee  the  Toward- 
nefs  of  our  intended  Difcovery,  he  entered  into  the 
Dance  himfelf  °.  This  is  the  laid  Circumftance  relating 
to  Cabot  that  I  can  any  where  find  3  and  as  it  is  certain 
that  a  Perfon  of  his  Temper  could  not  have  been  idle, 
or  his  Actions  remain  in  Obfcurity,  fo  I  look  upon  it 
as  certain,  that  he  died  fome  Time  in  this  or  the  next 
Year,  when  he  was  upwards  of  feventy.  He  was  un- 

queflionably 


m  Ibid.  p.  267,  where  the  Charter  is  at  large.  n  The 
Words  in  the  Charter  are,  And  in  Confederation  that  one  Sebaf¬ 
tian  Cabota  hath  been  the  chief  eft  Setter  forth  of  this  Voyage, 
therefore ,  &c,  which  authentic  Declaration  cf  his  Merit,  does 
him  more  Honour  than  any  Titles  could  have  done.  °  Hak¬ 
luyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  274,  275. 
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qtieftionably  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  Men  of  the 
Age  in  which  he  lived,  and  who,  by  his  Capacity  and 
Induftry,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  Service  of  Man¬ 
kind  in  general,  as  well  as  of  this  Kingdom.  For  he  it 
was  who  firft  took  Notice  of  the  Variation  of  theCom- 
pafs,  which  is  offuch  mighty  Confequence  in  Navigati¬ 
on,  and  concerning  which  the  Learned  have  bulled  them- 
felves  in  their  Enquiries  ever  lince  p.  An  Italian  Wri¬ 
ter,  famous  for  making  the  molt  judicious  Collection  of 
Voyages  which  has  hitherto  appeared,  celebrates  Sebaf- 
tian  Cabot  as  his  Countryman  q:  Yet,  as  he  was  ours  both 
by  Nature  and  Affedtion r,  and  as  we  owe  fo  much  to  his 
Skill  and  Labours,  I  thought  it  but  juft  to  give  his  Me¬ 
moirs  a  Place  here  amongft  thofe  of  the  moft  eminent 
'Britijh  Seamen 3  the  rather,  becaufe  he  has  been  hitherto 
ftrangely  negledfed  by  our  Biographers,  as  well  as  by  our 
general  Hiftorians  s. 

It  is  likewife  fit  to  fay  fomewhat  of  Sir  Hugh  TV’illough- 
h ?  Admiral  of  that  Expedition  into  the  Northern  Seas, 
which  produced  the  important  Difcovery  of  the  Trade 
to  Archangel,  I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  Origi¬ 
nal  of  this  Undertaking  fprung  from  Sebajlian  Cabot , 
whofe  fettled  Opinion  it  had  always  been,  that  there 
were  Streights  near  the  North  Pole,  anfwerable  to  thefe 
of  Magellan,  It  was  by  him  propofed  to  King  Edward. 
VI,  fo  early  as  the  Year  155* *-  In  the  Month  of  Febru - 

A  a  3  ary 


p  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  81 1.  Varenius’s  Geography,  p.  g;-r. 

*  Ceo.  Battifta  Ramufio,  in  the  Preface  to  his  third*  Volume. 
r  Strype’s  Memorials,  vol.  iii.  p.  319.  *  One  might  wonder 

at  his  being  omitted  in  the  General  Di&icnarv,  if  "there  had 
been  an  Article  of  Dr  a  re. 
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ary  the  next  Year,  he  obtained  two  Ships  from  the 
King,  the  Primrofe  and  the  Moon;  and  the  Terms  on 
which  he  was  to  have  thefe,  leading  him  to  confer  with 
fome  principal  Merchants,  the  Refult  of  their  Confe¬ 
rences  was  the  changing  his  Scheme,  infomuch,  that  it 
was  agreed  to  build  three  new  Ships,  and  to  fit  thefe 
out  by  a  joint  Stock,  to  which  fuch  as  had  a  good  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Voyage,  might  contribute  at  twenty-five 
Pounds  a  Share  :  this,  once  fettled,  the  Ships  were  built 
with  wonderful  Celerity,  and  that  which  was  called  the 
Admiral  was  fheathed  with  Lead,  to  prefer ve  her  from 
the  Worms.  The  whole  of  this  joint  Stock  amounted 
but  to  fix  thoufand  Pounds,  and  yet  this  Money  was  fo 
well  employed,  that  by  the  beginning  of  May  X553> 
they  were  ready  to  fail t.  The  Admiral  was  called  the  Bona 
Efperanza ,  of  the  Burthen  of  120  Tons,  commanded 
by  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby ,  Knight,  the  Edward  Bonaven - 

ture*  of  160  Tons,  commanded  by  Captain  Richard 
7  J  1 

Chancellor ,  the  third  the  Bona  Confidential  of  90  Tons, 

Cornelius  Durfuth  Matter.  May  10,1553,  they  failed 
from  Ratcliffs  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  fame  Month 
cleared  from  Gravefend .  The  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Wil¬ 
loughby  >  had  all  the  Qualities  which  could  be  defired  in 
a  Commander.  He  wasdefcended  of  an  honourable  Fa¬ 
mily,  was  a  Man  of  great  Parts,  much  Experience,  and 
unconquerable  Courage,  yet  unfortunate  in  this  Under¬ 
taking.  In  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  Auguft ,  he 
loft  the  Company  of  Captain  Chancellor ,  and  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  that  Month,  firft  difcovered  Greenland ,  though 

the 


1  See  the  Account  of  Clement  Adams,  Hackluyt,  vok  i.  p. 
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the  Dutch  endeavour  to  deprive  us  of  that  Honour.  His 
utmoft  Progrefs  was  to  72  of  N.  Lat.  and  then  finding 
the  Weather  intolerably  cold,  the  Year  far  fpent,  and 
his  Ships  unable  to  bear  the  Sea,  he  put  into  the  Haven 
of  Arzina ,  in  Lapland ,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September , 
and  there  provided  the  bell  he  could  to  have  palled  the 
Winter,  It  appears  by  a  Will  which  was  found  in  his 
Ship,  that  Sir  Hugh  and  mod  of  his  Company  were  a- 
live  in  January  1554;  but  foon  after  they  were  all  frozen 
to  Death,  their  Bodies  being  found  the  next  Summer  by 
j Ruffian  Fifhermen,  who  repaired  to  that  Coaft,  as  alfo 
the  original  Journal  of  Sir  Hugh ,  from  whence  thefe 
Particulars  are  taken.  As  for  Captain  Chancellor,  he 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  enter  the  River  of  St.  Nicholas , 
where  he  was  well  received,  and  had  foon  after  Accefs 
to  John  Bafilowitz ,  then  Great  Duke  of  Mufcovy  u. 

Ibid,  p  233. 
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il.v  Naval  Hiftory  of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D,  during  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Mary ,  together  with  fuch  Tranf 
c dli Gris  as  relate  to  foreign  Commerce,  or  remark¬ 
able  Difcoveries . 


HOSE  who  were  about  King  Edivard 
at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  fet  afide  both  his  Sillers, 
Mary  and  Elizabeth ,  and  to  call  to  the 
Poflellion  of  his  Throne  his  Coulin  the 
Lady  Jane  Grey ,  who  was  married  a  little  before  to 
the  Lord  Guilford  Dudley ,  Son  to  the  great  Duke  of 
Northumberland  :  but,  notwithilanding  the  Time  they 
had  during  the  King’s  Sicknefs  to  provide  for  the  Support 
of  their  Defigns,  they  were  in  fuch  Confufion,  fo  much  at 
a  Lofs,  that  they  did  not  immediately  publifh  his  Death; 
but  on  the  eighth  of  July  1553,  they  fent  for  the  Lord- 
Mayor  of  London ,  and  directed  him  to  bring  with  him 
fix  Aldermen,  fix  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  and  as 
many  of  the  Merchant-Adventurers,  whom  they  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  King’s  Death,  and  the  Manner  in 
which  he  had  difpofed  of  the  Crown,  requiring  them  to 
keep  it  fecret;  which  they  did  for  two  Days,  and  then 
proclaimed  Lady  Jane  Queen  of  England ,  See.  I  men¬ 
tion  this  Circumllance  to  (hew  in  what  Eflimation  Tra¬ 
ders  then  were,  Among  the  reft  of  the  Precautions  ta¬ 
ken 
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ken  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  and  his  Party,  one 
of  the  principal  was,  his  fending  a  Squadron  of  fix  Ships, 
with  Orders  to  lie  before  the  Port  of  Yarmouth ,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Lady  Alary,  as  he  filled  her,  from  making  her 
Efcape  beyond  the  Seas ;  which,  however,  proved  the 
Ruin  of  his  Defign.  For  thefe  Ships  were  no  fooner 
feen  before  the  Town  of  Yarmouth ,  than  Sir  Harry  Jer- 
negan  went  off  in  an  open  Boat,  and  exhorted  the  Sea¬ 
men  to  declare  themfelves  for  Queen  Mary ,  which  they 
immediately  did.  This,  with  the  Lord  Warden  of  the 

Cinque  Porte  proclaiming  the  Queen  in  Kent,  contributed 

. » 

chiefly  to  put  an  End  to  the  Struggle,  fo  that  on  the  19th 

^  j  _  t  .  "■  '•  -5  ;  ‘.  \/  *  ■-  ..  .» 

fhe  was  proclaimed  at  London ,  and  Lady  Jane  became 


a  Prifoner  in  the  very  fame  Place  where  a  little  before  file 

•  ..  J>  L,'  t  *  i  J.  -  a  •  *  t  r  •  .  i*  U  i  .  i  - 

had  kept  her  Court a. 

In  the  beginning  of  her  Reign,  Queen  Mary  acted 

with  great  Temper  and  Moderation,  releafing  the  puke 

of  Norfolk ,  who  had  remained  a  Prifoner  all  this  Time 
_  * 
in  the  Tower ,  from  his  Confinement ;  imprifoning  in- 

deed,  fuch  as  had  taken  Arms  again#  her,  but  proceed¬ 
ing  to  no  greater  Severities,  till  after  JVyafs  Rebellion, 
when  falling  into  the  Hands  of  Hifpanioliz’d  Counfellors, 
fhe  began  to  add  with  that  Cruelty,  which  is  fo  defervedly 
efteemed  the  Blemifli  of  her  Reign.  That  fhe  was  na- 

'  c  -  *  f 

rurally  a  Woman  of  a  better  Temper,  appears,  by  remit- 
ing  Part  of  a  Tax  granted  to  her  Brother  King  Edward , 
by  his  laft  Parliament ;  and  that  fhe  had  a  juft  Refpedb 
to  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Nation  is  clear,  from  the 
great  Pains  fhe  took  to  rectify  all  the  Diforders  which  had 

crept 


. a  Stowe,  Hplinglhead,  Speed,  Burnet,  Strype,  Echard,  Ra- 
pin.  f  . 
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crept  into  the  Government  during  the  Duke  of  Northum¬ 
berland? s  Adminiftration  b.  But  alj  her  good  Qualities  were 
blafted,  by  her  perfifting  obftinately  in  her  Refolution  to 
marry  Philip ,  Prince  of  Spain,  contrary  to  the  general 
Inclination  of  her  People.  In  purfuance  of  this.  Com¬ 
modore  Winter  was  fent  with  a  flrong  Squadron  to  fetch 
the  Ambafladors  fent  by  Charles  V.  to  conclude  this 
Match  c.  On  the  Arrival  of  Mr.  Winter  at  Ofiend^  the 
Emperor  fent  him  a  very  fine  Gold  Chain  ;  which,  at 
his  Return  to  England ,  he  fhewed  to  Sir  Nicholas  Throck¬ 
morton ,  who,  after  looking  at  it  for  fome  time,  fai dffior 
this  Gold  Chain  you  have  fold  your  Country ,  which  Ex- 
preflion  had  like  to  have  colt  them  both  their  Lives d.  It 
was  the  coming  of  thefe  Ambafladors,  which  induced 

r  .  ^  *  Jy  t 

Sir  Thotnas  Wyat  to  take  up  Arms,  and  begin  that  Re¬ 
bellion  which  firft  endangered  the  Queen’s  Safety,  and 
at  laft  brought  him  to  the  Block e.  Notwithflanding  this, 
fhe  cauled  a  Fleet  of  twenty-eight  Sail  to  be  equipped, 
the  Command  of  which  fhe  gave  to  the  Lord  William 
Howard ,  created  Baron  of  Effingham ,  in  the  firft  Year 
of  her  Reign  f,  and  Lord  High  Admiral,  who  was  now, 
byfpecia-1  Commiflions,  conllituted  Lieutenant-General, 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  her  Royal  Army.  He  was 
fent  to  Sea  under  Pretence  of  guarding  the  Coafl:  $  but 
in  reality  was  deflgned  to  efcort  ^Prince  Philipp  this 
was,  however,  a  neealefs  Care,  fince  his  own  Fleet  con¬ 
fided  of  a  Hundred  and  fixty  Sail,  with  which  he  entered 


b  Strype’s  Memorial,  vol.  iii.  p.  31,  32,  33.  c  Cooper, 
Holingfnead,  Rapin.  d  See  his  Trial  preferved  in  Holingfliead. 
e  Stowe,  Burnet,  Strype.  f  Pat.  1.  M.  p.  7.  §  Rymer’s 

Fcedera,  Tom-  xv,  p.  382. 
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the  narrow  Seas;  his  Admiral  cairying  the  Span ijh  Flag  in 
his  Main-Top,  a  Thing  which  gave  fuch  Offence  to  the 
gallant  Admiral  of  England ,  that  he  faluted  him  with  a 
Shot,  and  obliged  him  to  take  in  his  Colours  before  he 
would  make  his  Compliments  to  the  Prince ;  a  Circum- 
ftance  worthy  of  Immortal  Remembrance,  and,  one 

would  think  too,  of  Imitation  * 

The  Queen  was  now  about  thirty-eight  Years  old, 
entirely  at  her  own  Difpofal'*,  and  if  we  may  judge  from 
her  Condud,  femewbat  in  a  Hurry  fora  Hufband,  which 
will  appear  the  more  excufable  if  we  conlider,  that  Ihe 
had  been  difappointed  nine  or  ten  Times,  if  not  more  . 
She  feems,  belides,  to  have  had  a  Natural  Inclination  for 
this  Match,  as  being  herfelf  half  a  Spaniard  by  her  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Side,  and  always  remarkably  affetted  to  that  Na¬ 


tion  ;  and  yet,  by  the  Care  of  her  Council,  veiy  reafon- 
abje  Articles  were  drawn  for  preventing  the  Evils  appre¬ 
hended  from  this  Match  k.  Prince  Philip  landed  at  South* 
amptotr  the  19th  of  July,  and  palling  on  to  JViruhejler, 
there  efpoufed  the  Queen  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  Month, 
being  the  Feaft  of  the  Spanijh  Patron  St.  James As  the 
Nation  was  difpleafed  at  the  Celebration  of  then  Nup¬ 
tials,  fo  their  Difcontents  grew  higher  and  higher ,  info- 
much  that  the  Queen  never  had  a  pieaiant  Hour,  or  her 
Subjeds  a  quiet  Minute,  from  her  Wedding-Day,  though 
many  Projects  were  feton  Foot  to  pacify  them.  To  this 
End,  the  Spanijh  Artifans  were  forbid  to  open  Shops  here, 

fevere 


b  Sir  W.  Monfon’s  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  243.  *  A.  D.  1534. 

i  Strype’s  Memorials,  vol.  iii.  p.  129.  k  Thefe  are  but  im¬ 
perfectly  publilhed  in  HolingOread ;  but  the  Original  was  copied 
by  a  careful  Hand,  and  is  in  the  Cotton  Library,  Julius,  I .  o. 
,  Cooper,  Stowe,  HolingOread,  Speed,  Rapin. 
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fevere  Juftice  was  done  on  feveral,  whoinRefenttnentof 
Iniih ts,  had  killed  fome  of  the  Englijh ,  and  a  great  many 
Carts  laden,  as  it  was  faid,  with  Gold  and  Silver,  were 
driven  through  the  Streets  to  the  Tower  ®.  All  this,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  diJEpate  the  Jealouiies  which  the  Englijh 
had  conceived,  nor  were  they  or  their  Queen  at  all  fatis- 
iied  with  the  Emperor  Charles  V.f  religning  the  Crown 
of  Spain  to  King  Philip.  They  eafily  forefaw  that  this 
would  occafion  his  remaining  almoft  conflantly  Abroad  ; 
which  proved  of  the  utmolt  ill  Confequence  to  their  Af¬ 
fairs,  fince,  without  communicating  and  receiving  Di- 
redion  from  him,  the  Council  could  do  little  or  nothing 
here  at  home  ".  After  the  Emperor’s  Relignation,  in  his 
Paflage  from  Flanders  to  Spain,  he  put  into  an  Englijh 
Fort,  where  he  was  received  with  great  Refped  by  the 
Lord  High-Admiral,  who  could  not,  however,  prevail 
upon  him  to  vifit  the  Queen  his  Daughter ;  but  to  ex- 
ciife  it,  he  wrote  her  a  very  long  Letter,  perplexed  and 
ambiguous,  fpeaking  that  Diforder  of  Alind  under  which 
he  laboured.  This  Letter  is  dated  the  20th  of  September, 
*556,  and  feems  to  have  been  chiefly  intended  to  excufe 
the  Abfence  of  his  Son".  Towards  the  End  of  the  Year, 
a  Difcovery  was  made  of  a  Plot  to  deliver  the  Queen’s 
Caftles,  beyond  the  Seas,  into  the  Hands  of  the  French, 
■which  alarmed  the  Nation  very  much,  and  made  them 
apprehenfive  of  what  foon  after  followed  ?. 

It 


m  Strype,  Burnet,  Godwin.  f  A.  D.  1556.  "See  this 
itrongiy  let  forth  in  the  Minute  of  an  Order  made  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  Council,  on  her  Acceffion,  in  the  Diary  of  Sir  VV. 
Cecil  (Lord  Burleigh)  Cotton  Library,  Titus.  C.  io.  0  Strype’s 
Memorials,  vol,  iii,  p,  307.  p  Ibid.  p.  353. 
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It  was  ftipulated  by  the  Articles  of  Marriage,  that 
the  Queen’s  Dominions  fhould  not  be  engaged  in  any 
War,  particularly  with  the  Crown  of  France ,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  any  Difputes  between  the  French  and  King 
Philip ;  and  yet,  when  the  Spaniards  thought  it  advifable 
to  break  with  the  French  King  Henry  II.  the  Queen 
and  her  Council  were  prevailed  upon  to  forget  that  Ar¬ 
ticle,  and  the  Interefts  of  England ,  and  to  enter  into  a 
War,  both  with  Scotland  and  France .  To  bring  this  to 

1 

pafs,  King  Philip  himfelf  came  over,  and  (laid  the  bell 
part  of  the  Spring  in  England ,  where  he  concerted  fuch 
Meafures,  as  he  thought  would  infallibly  ruin  the  French. 
On  his  returning  into  Flanders ,  and  drawing  his  Forces 
to  the  Frontiers,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  pafied  from  hence 
with  a  gallant  Body  of  Troops,  confuting  of  between 
ten  and  eleven  Thcufand  Men,  and  had  the  Honour  to 
contribute  greatly  to  the  total  Defeat  of  the  Fre?ich 
Forces,  before  the  Town  of  St.  Fpuintin,  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  Battel  fought  there  on  the  7th  of  July,  1 557,  and 
foon  after  affifted  in  the  taking  of  the  Town  by  ftorm  q. 
But,  while  they  gained  Honour  abroad,  their  Country 
buffered  feverely  at  Home  3  for  the  Scots  not  only  harrafs- 
ed  the  Borders,  but  alfo,  by  the  Advice  and  Affiftance  of 
the  French,  fitted  out  abundance  of  Privateers,  which 
difeurbed  the  Commerce,  and  particularly  alarmed  all  fuch 
as  were  concerned  in  the  Iceland  Trade,  which  was  then 
of  very  great  Confequence,  To  quiet  the  Apprehenfions 
of  the  Merchants,  Sir  John  Clare ,  Vice-Admiral  of  Eng¬ 
land,  was  fent  w7ith  a  Fleet  of  twelve  Sail  to  annoy  the 

Scots , 


°  Mezeray,  Tom.  iv.  p.  710.  Hifloire  de  France,  par 
P.  Daniel,  Torn.  viii.  p.  210.  Strvpe,  Stove,  Holiag&ead. 
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Scots ,  and  to  preferve  the  Iceland  Fleet :  with  this  View* 
he  made  a  Defcent  on  the  Ifland  of  Kirkway ,  one  of  the 
Orkneys ,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  1557  5  but  the  next  Day  the 
to  the  Number  of  three  thoufand  Men,  fell  upon 
him,  defeated  the  Forces  he  had  landed,  killed  three  of 
his  Captains,  took  his  Artillery,  and  to  complete  the 
Misfortune,  the  Boat  in  which  he  fled,  over fet,  fo  that 
himfelf  with  feveral  others  were  drowned.  The  red: 
of  the  Fleet,  difcouraged  by  this  unlucky  Accident,  a- 
bandoned  their  Defign,  and  returned  Home,  which  en¬ 
couraged  the  Scots  to  raife  a  great  Army,  and  to  threaten 
a  dangerous  Invafion  $  but  their  own  domeflick  Difienfions 
rendered  their  Projects  abortive,  andpreferved  the  Nation 
from  any  further  Damage  on  that  Side  r. 

The  fucceeding  Winter  proved  fatal  to  the  Englijh 
Pofleflions  in  France ,  thofe  fmall  Remains  of  the  great 
Conquefls  which  her  Henry' s  and  Edward's  had  made. 
The  Duke  of  Guife ,  at  this  Time  governed  ail  France , 
who,  being  well  informed  of  the  flrange  Policy  of 
the  Englijh ,  in  the  Winter  trufting  the  Defence  of 
Calais  rather  to  its  Situation  than  to  its  Garrifon9  refolved 
to  make  Ufe  of  that  Seafon  tofurprize  1%,  Theprefent 
War  with  Spain  gave  a  Colour  for  his  drawing  together 
a  great  Army  on  the  Frontiers,  and  under  Pretence  of 
difturbing  the  Englijh  Navigation,  he  diredled  abundance 
of  Ships  to  be  fitted  out  from  all  the  Ports  of  France , 
with  fecret  Directions  to  join  before  Calais  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Month  of  January.  On  the  firft  of 
that  Month,  he  threw  himfelf,  with  a  choice  Body  of 
Troops,  before  the  Place,  or  rather  behind  it,  towards 

the 

* 
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the  Sea,  where  attacking  the  Forts  of  Niculay ,  and  the 
Ryjhank ,  he,  after  a  vigorous  Defence,  made  himfelf 
Matter  of  them  ;  after  which  he  attacked  the  Town,  an  ^ 
in  a  Week’s  Time,  forced  it  to  capitulate  ;  the  Lord 
Wentworth ,  who  commanded  therein,  having  no  greater 
Garrifon  than  five  hundred  Men  s.  Thus  in  eight  Day 
the  Englijh  loft  a  Place  which  they  had  held  two  hund^ 
red  and  ten  Years,  and  which  had  coft  Edward  III.  eleven 
Months  Siege  before  he  became  Mafter  of  it.  Some  of 
our  Hiftorians,  and  efpecially  the  Memoir- Writers  of  thofe 
Times,  attribute  this  Misfortune  to  Treachery,  and  ftab 
feveral  noble  Characters  with  Imputations  of  this  Sort,  ac¬ 
cording  as  their  Prejudices  led  them  ;  but  there  does  not 
appear  the  leaft  Grounds  for  thefe  Exports,  any  more 
than  for  fuggefting  that  the  Lord  Grayy  who  was  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Caftle  of  Guifnes ,  betrayed  it 1  ;  fince  the 
Freftch  Writers  very  candidly  acknowledge,  that  he  made 
not  only  a  good,  but  a  defperate  Defence  ;  fo  that  h  he 
had  had  either  a  numerous  Garrifon,  or  any  Hopes  of 
Relief,  he  would  have  infallibly  preferved  the  Place.  As 
it  was,  he -furrendered  upon  honourable  Terms,  which 
is  more  than  can  be  faid  for  the  Governor  of  the  FortreQ 
of  Flames,  who,  ftruck  with  a  fudden  Panick,,  yielded  it 
up  before  the  French  had  attacked  it u.  The  News  of  thefe 
Difafters  ftruck  the  Queen  with  Defpair,  which  is  not 
wonderful  ;  But  that  they  fhould  fo  difpirit  the  Nation^ 
as  to  engage  the  Council  to  write  in  fuch  a  dejeCted  Strain 
as  they  did  to  King  Philip ,  on  his  moving  them  to  at¬ 
tempt 


s  Hifloire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel.  Fom.  viii.  p.  210, 
1  Strvpe,  Burnet,  Stowe.  w  Hiftoite  de  France,  par  i .  Daniel, 
Tom.  viii,  p.  216. 
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tempt  the  retaking  the  Place,  is  really  ftrange,  and  I  think 
can  be  accounted  for  no  other  W ay  than  by  fuppofing 
that,  on  the  one  Hand,  they  were  weary  of  the  mighty 
Expence  which  thefe  Pofleflions  annually  coil  England , 
and  were,  on  the  other  Hand,  willing  to  lay  hold  of  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  an  Opportunity  to  demoftrate  to  the  King  the 
Mifchief  this  War  had  done  them,  and  how  utterly  in¬ 
capable  they  wrere  of  fupporting  his  Projects  any  longer 
I  n  order  to  (hew  the  Probability  of  what  I  have 
fuggefted,  and  to  give  my  Readers  the  cleared  Idea  of 
the  true  Worth  of  this  Place,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  at  fuch  Time  as  the  French  King  Fran - 

t 

cis  I.  was  Prifcner  in  Spain ,  there  wanted  not  feme, 
who  advifed  King  Henry  VIII.  to  lay  hold  of  this  Op¬ 
portunity  of  parting  with  all  he  held  in  France ,  fup- 
poking  that,  by  fuch  a  Step,  he  might  add  to  his  Profit, 
without  diminifhing  his  Honour  :  but  upon  a  Debate  in 
his  Privy  Council,  it  was  refolved  to  keep  itx.  This  is 
certain,  that  the  Expence  of  preferving  Calais  was  very 
great  ;  not  lefs,  during  the  Time  wre  held  it,  than  three 
Millions.  How  we  are  to  compute  the  Advantages  we 
derived  from  it,  is,  I  confefs,  not  eafy  to  fay,  but  fine¬ 
ly  the  Indifference  with  which  Queen  Elizabeth  and  her 
Miniffry  treated  it,  and  the  little  Inclination  we  have 
fince  fhewn  to  get  it  into  our  Pofleflion,  may  render 
what  I  have  advanced  credible  L  Add  to  this,  that  in 
thofe  Days  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  was  almofi  as  formidable 
as  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon's  now  5  which  made  thegreatefi 

Part 


v/  See  the  Copy  of  the  Council’s  Letter,  dated  Feb.  i.  1557- 
Cotton  Library,  Titus.  B.  2.  x  Ex  litera  Archiep.  Cantuur. 
ad  Cardinal.  Wolfey.  y  See  Strype’s  Annals,  Vol,  i. 
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Part  of  Europe  afraid  of  it,  and  of  it  only*  How  well 
this  Apprehenfion  was  condu&ed,  and  with  what  Addrefs 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  managed  this  general  Inclination,  fo 
as  to  render  the  Weaknefs  of  other  States  the  Caufe  of 

weakening  Spain ,  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  flie  has  never  re- 

\ 

covered,  I  (hall  hereafter  have  Occafion  to  fhew.  In 
the  mean  Time,  let  us  return  to  the  laft,  indeed  the  only 
Naval  Expedition  in  this  Reign. 

The  War  Hill  continued  hot  between  the  French  and 
Spaniards ,  and  the  former  being  earlier  in  the  Field,  in 
1558,  than  the  latter,  began  to  gain  great  Advantages 
in  the  Low-Countries  \  but  growing  upon  this  too  warm, 
as  is  common  with  the  French ,  they  attacked  Count 
j figment^  near  Gravelin ,  whofe  Army  made  a  gallant 
Refinance,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Englijh  Squadron,  then 
cruifing  in  the  narrow  Seas,  hearing  the  incefiant  Noife 
of  their  Artillery,  and  having  the  Advantage  of  the  Wind, 
approached  the  Field  of  Battel,  which  was  clofe  to  the 
Sea-Side,  and  bringing  their  Guns  to  bear  upon  the  Left 
Wing  of  the  French ,  they  did  fuch  terrible  Execution,  as 
quickly  decided  the  Fate  of  the  Day,  and  forced  two 
hundred  of  the  Enemy  to  fly  to  the  Englijh  Ships  for 
Quarter.  This  Battel  was  fought  on  the  third  of  July, 
and  was  of  infinite  Confequence  to  King  Philip .  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Queen  caufed  a  confiderable  Navy  to 
be  drawn  together,  in  order  to  make  a  Defcent  upon 
France .  The  Ships  were  not  fewer  than  two  hundred  and 
Forty  Sail  $  but  there  were  great  Uncertainties  about  the 
Time,  Place,  and  manner  of  adting,  occafioned  by  the 
King’s  feeding  Queen  Mary  with  Hopes  of  his  coming 
over  to  England ,  which  is  more  than  probable  he  never 
intended.  At  length,  the  Lord  Clinton ,  then  High- 
Vol.  I,  B  b  Admiral, 
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Admiral  put  to  Sea  with  a  flout  Fleet  in  the  Month  of 
July,  and  landed  feven  thoufand  Men  in  lower  Bretagne , 
where  they  took  the  Town  of  Conquet ,  and  foon  after 
reimbarked.  Before  they  reached  the  Englijh  Coaft,  they 
were  joined  by  a  Squadron  of  thirty  Sail  of  Spanijh  Ships, 
which  induced  the  Admiral  to  think  of  taking  Brejl\ 
but  arriving  on  the  Coafl  of  Bretagne  a  fecond  Time, 
they  found  the  whole  Country  in  Arms,  fo  that  they 
were  conftrained  to  abandon  their  Enterprize,  and  to  lay 
afide  all  Thoughts  of  Adion  for  this  Year  z. 

This  Difappointment  joined  to  the  Coldnefs  of  her 
Husband,  and  the  Calamities  which  the  War  had 
brought  upon  her  Country,  greatly  affeded  the  Queen’s 
tender  Conflitution,  now  in  a  manner  worn  out  by  a 
Dropfy  :  yet  this  Diflemper  was  not  the  immediate  Caufe 
of  her  Death,  but  rather  a  kind  of  infedious  Fever, 
which  raged  exceflively  in  the  Autumn  of  this  Year,  ef- 
pecially  among  the  better  fort.  According  to  the  Ac¬ 
counts  in  fome  of  our  old  Chronicles,  it  differed  little 
from  a  Plague a#  In  her  laft  Sicknefs  King  Philip  en¬ 
tered  into  a  Treaty  with  the  French  King,  wherein  at 
firfl  he  pretended  to  infift  flrenuouily  on  the  Reflitution 
of  Calais-,  but  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  this  was  on¬ 
ly  for  Form-Sake,  and  in  order  to  obtain  better  Terms  • 
for  himfelf.  The  poor  Queen  was  wont  to  fay  in  her 
languifhing  Condition,  that  as  yet  they  knew  not  her 

Diftemper,  but  that,  if  after  fne  was  dead,  they  opened 

her 


*  Hifcoire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel,  Tom.  vni .  p.  233. 
Strvpe,  Stowe,  Speed.  a  Cooper’s  Chronicle,  fob  377. 

Stowe’s  Annals,  p  684.  Dr.  Hadden’s  Anfwer  Apologetical  to 
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her,  they  would  find  Calais  written  in  her  Heart b. 
Worn  with  her  Difeafe  and  her  Griefs,  fhe  expired  the 
feventeenth  of  November  1558,  the  Parliament  then 
fitting.  We  have  faid  fomewhat  as  to  her  Character 
before,  but  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  the 
latter  Part  of  her  Reign,  and  efpecially  after  the  Death 
of  Stephen  Gardiner  Bifhop  ot  Winchejler ,  and  Lord 
Chancellor,  her  Prime  Minifter,  Things  went  but  in¬ 
differently  in  Parliament,  where  but  a  few  Weeks  be¬ 
fore  her  Death,  one  of  the  Members  for  the  City  of 
London,  made  a  long  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
wherein  he  fully  and  freely  laid  open  all  their  Grie¬ 
vances,  and  entered  into  a  particular  Detail  of  the  State 
of  the  Nation,  affirming  amongft  other  Things,  that 
the  City  of  London ,  was  then  worth  lefs  by  three 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  than  at  the  Death  of  King 
Edward c.  We  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  this 
Princefs  was  very  little  regreted,  efpecially  if  we  con- 
fider  that  fhe  put  herfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  Party  both  in 

Church  and  State,  and  thereby  exceedingly  provoked  the 
Body  of  her  People. 

Some  Things,  however,  were  done  under  the  Reign 
of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary ,  for  the  Benefit  of 
Trade.  King  Edward’s  Decree  againft  the  Merchants 
of  the  Steel-Yard  was  enforced,  and  the  Privileges  this 
Company  pretended  to  were  entirely  taken  away,  for 
this  juft  and  wife  Reafon,  becaufe  that  though  they  were 
faid  to  be  for  .he  Benefit  and  Advancement  of  Com- 

B  b  2  merce, 

_  - - —  -  »  - -  - -  “ 


k  Stowe,  Hoiingfhead, 
this  in  his  Oration  on  the 
expedient  for  the  Nation, 
a  Native  or  a  Foreigner  ? 


Speed,  c  Sir  Thomas  Smith  reports 
Quell  ion.  Whether  it  would  be  more 
that  Queen  Elizabeth  ftiould  marry 
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metre,  yet  they  were  found  in  Effect  to  be  prejudicial 
thereto,  by  maintaining  in  thefe  Merchants  a  Monopoly, 
by  fecreting  the  Myftery  of  Traffick  from  the  Natives 
of  this  Realm,  and  by  eftablifhing  a  kind  of  foreign  Re¬ 
public  in  the  Metropolis  of  this  Kingdom  d.  The  Ruf- 
fia  Company,  or  as  it  was  called  the  Mufcovy  Company, 
was  eftablilhed  by  the  Charter  which  has  been  mention¬ 
ed  before,  with  a  particular  View  to  the  Difcovery  of 
New  Trades,  and  in  this  Refpeft  the  wifeft  and  molt 
ufeful  Eftablifhment  that  was  ever  founded.  It  was 
therefore  further  encouraged  by  an  Aft  in  the  eighth  of 
the  next  Reign,  and  fo  lately  as  in  the  Time  of  William 
HI,  another  Aft  palled,  whereby  the  Company  are 
obliged  to  admit  as  a  Member,  and  to  a  joint  Participation 
of  all  their  Privileges  any  Subjeft  of  this  Realm  who  re- 
quefts  the  fame,  paying  for  fuch  Admiflion  five  Poundsj 
fo  that  this  Society  ftands  on  a  broad  Bottom ,  and  can¬ 
not  be  charged  with  any  of  thofe  Inconveniencies  which 
may  be  juftly  imputed  to  other  Companies e.  The  firft 
.Ruffian  Ambafl'ador  fent  thither  was'  in  this  Reign,  and 
was  received  with  great  Refpeft,  having  his  firft  public 
Audience  of  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  on  the  25  th 
of  March  1557.  We  find  alfo,  that  feveral  Letters 
were  written  to  Princes  and  States,  in  Favour  of  our 
Merchants,  by  the  Direftion  of  their  Majefties;  and  by 
the  Favour  of  King  Philip,  there  was  a  confiderable  In- 
tercourfe  with  Spain,  and  with  ail  the  Provinces  fubjeft 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty  throughout  Europe-,  which, 
though  it  might  poflibly  be  the  Effefis  of  his  Policy  in 


d  Wheeler's  Difcourfe  on  Trade.  e  See 


their  Cafes  on  their 


late  Petition. 
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order  to  gain  the  Affections  of  the  EngliJ). \  yet  it  was 
certainly  of  great  Advantage  to  private  Perfons,  quick- 
ned  the  Spirit  of  Trade,  and  added  fomewhat  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Stock.  Yet  it  muff  be  allowed,  that  thefe  Favours 
did  by  no  Means  balance  the  Inconveniencies  which  a- 
rofe  from  the  Influence  of  foreign  Councils,  much  lefs 
would  they  have  made  us  Amends,  if  the  Intrigues  of 
this  enterprizing  Prince  had  taken  EffeCt  ;  for  that  he 
had  Thoughts  of  adding  England  and  Ireland  to  his  o- 
ther  Dominions,  and  of  awing  them  by  Spanijh  Garri- 
fons,  is  very  certain,  though  the  War  with  France ,  and 
the  Queen’s  early  Death,  prevented  fuch  Schemes  from 
being  carried  into  Execution f.  This,  as  it  was  very 
fortunate  for  us,  fo  it  was  fo  great  a  Difappointment  to 
him,  that,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  fucceeding  Part  of  this 
Work,  he  exerted  all  his  Addrefs,  and  employed  his  ut- 
moft  Power  to  atchieve  by  Force  what  he  had  failed  of 
obtaining  by  Fraud,  and  thereby  ruined  his  own  Mari¬ 
time  Strength,  and  increafed  ours  much  beyond  what 
could  otherwife  have  been  by  our  utmoft  Induftry  effec¬ 
ted.  -  . 

A  s  to  Difcoveries,  there  were  not  many  attempted  in 
this  Ihort  Space.  Stephen  Burroughs ,  as  we  before  obfer- 
ved,  was  fitted  out,  to  profecute  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby's 
Attempt  to  find  a  Paffage  by  the  North  to  the  Eajl - 
Indies  \  but  he  failed,  though  he  paffed  as  far  as  the 
Streights  of  Weygatz  s.  Captain  Richard  Chancellor ,  who 
had  fo  happily  begun  an  Intercourfe  between  us  and  Ra¬ 
ffia,  and  procured  fuch  ample  Privileges  for  our  Mer- 

B  b  3  chants 


f  See  Lord  Keeper  Bacon’s  Speech  in  D’ewes’s  Journal* An,  i , 
Eliz.  s  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  283. 
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chants  from  the  Czar ,  made  two  other  Voyages  into 
his  Dominions  which  were  very  fuccefsful  ;  but  in  re¬ 
turning  from  the  laft,  he  was  unfortunately  loft  on  the 
Coaft  of  Scotland,  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1556  V 
The  next  Year  the  Raffia  Company  fent  Captain  An¬ 
thony  jenkinfon  into  Mufcovy,  who  the  next  Year  palled 
with  infinite  Labour,  and  incredible  Danger,  into  Bu - 
coaria ,  having  traverfed  the  Countries  bordering  on  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  and  fo  was  actually  the  firft  Difcoverer  of 
the  Perfian  1  rade  by  the  Way  of  Mufcovy ,  which  the 
Ruffia  Company  were,  by  an  Adi  of  Parliament  obtained 
la  ft  Sefiions,  enabled  to  profecute,  and  which  there  is  the 
higheft  Probability,  will  turn  to  the  very  great  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Nation,  as  it  does  at  prefent  to  the  Honour 
of  this  Company,  who  (in  an  Age  fo  degenerate  as  the 
prefent,  wherein  Monopolies,  and  the  Art  of  making 
Money  generate  Money,  feem  to  have  flified  all  juft 
Notions  of  Commerce)  have  exerted  themfelves  fo  vi- 
gorcufly,  and  in  a  Manner  fo  agreeable  to  their  Charter, 
by  reviving  this  old  Trade  of  theirs  fo  long  forgot,  that  it 
feems  equivalent  to  difcovering  a  new.  If  the  Nature  of  this 
Work,  and  the  Bounds  prefcribed  me  would  permit,  I 
could  eafily  fhew,  that  this  very  Projedl  was  long  ago  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  Genoefe ,  hath  been  carefully  enquired  in¬ 
to  by  the  French ,  and  filently  exercifed  by  the  Dutch , 
till  now  that  it  is  like  to  return  to  its  firft  Inventors, 
and  therefore  beft  entitled  Proprietors,  the  RuJJia  Com¬ 
pany  of  England \ 

CHAP, 


h  Stowe,  Holinglhead,  Speed.  1  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol. 
i.  p.  324. — 336,  Compare  the  Trade  opened  by  Captain  Jen- 
kirifon  in  that  Voyage,  with  what  is  fet  forth  in  the  Ruftia 
Company’s  Cafe. 
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CHAR  XII. 

Containing  the  Naval  Hiftory  of  ENGLAND 
under  the  Aufpicious  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 


an  Account  of  the  many  Difcoveries  made ,  and 
Plantations  fettled ,  during  that  Space  of  Rime, 


with  the  Me  a  fires  purfued  for  the  Advancement 
cf  Rrade  ;  including  alfo  Memoirs  of  the  famous 
Admirals  and  eminent  Seamen ,  who  flourifhed  in 
that  Glorious  Period . 


N  the  Demife  of  Queen  Mary  one  would 
have  thought  there  needed  no  Confidera- 
tions  in  order  to  fettle  the  Succefiion,  fince 


\  according  to  the  Will  of  King  Henry , 


p  * 

which  had  been  hitherto  obeyed,  as  well 


as  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of  the  Land,  the  Lady  Eli¬ 
zabeth  became  immediately  Queen.  The  Miniftry  in 
the  late  Reign,  however,  feem  to  have  been  in  fome 
Doubt  in  taking  this  Step,  and  very  probably  if  the  Par¬ 
liament  had  not  been  fitting,  they  might  have  made  fome 
Attempt  to  have  fecured  their  own  Power,  at  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  the  public  Peace:  but  it  fell  out  more  happily 
for  the  Nation,  fo  that  after  a  fhort  Confult,  they  refol- 
ved  to  give  Notice  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  Demife 
of  the  Queen;  whereupon,  Orders  were  immediately 
given  for  proclaiming  Elizabeth  a. 


R  b  4 


There 
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There  never  was  perhaps  a- Kingdom  in  a  more 
dittrefled  Condition  than  this  at  the  Acceflion  of  this 
Queen.  It  was  engaged  in  a  War  abroad  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  a  foreign  Prince ;  at  Home  the  People  were  di¬ 
vided  and  diftradted  about  their  Religious  and  Civil  Con¬ 
cerns.  Thofe  of  the  Reformed  Religion  had  been  lately 
expofed  to  the  Flames,  and  thofe  of  the  Roman  Com¬ 
munion  found  themfelves  now  in  a  declining  State.  On 
the  Continent  we  had  no  Allies;  in  this  very  Ifland  the 
Scots  were  Enemies,  and  their  Queen  claimed  the  Englljh 
Crown.  The  Exchequer  was  exhaufted,  moft  of  the 
Forts  and  Cattles  throughout  the  Kingdom  mouldering 
into  Ruins;  at  Sea  we  had  lott  much  of  our  Reputation, 
and  a  too  (harp  Senfe  of  their  Misfortunes  had  dejedted 
the  whole  Nation  to  the  laft  Degree5.  Elizabeth  was 
about  twenty-five  Years  of  Age,  had  quick  Parts,  an 
excellent  Education,  much  Prudence,  and  withal,  what 
fhe  inherited  from  her  Father,  a  high  and  haughty  Spirit, 
qualified  by  a  warm  and  tender  Affedlion  for  her  People, 
and  an  abfolute  Contempt  of  thofe  Pleafures,  by  the  in¬ 
dulging  which.  Princes  are  too  commonly  milled.  Her 
Wifdom  confitted  in  good  Senfe  rather  than  refined 
Maxims,  and  her  Policy  feems  to  have  rofe  no  higher 
than  to  this  plain  Rule  of  fteadily  minding  her  Bufinefs. 
From  the  Moment  (he  became  a  Queen,  fhe  never  fuf- 
fered  herfelf  to  forget  the  Station  in  which  God  had 
placed  her.  She  received  the  Compliments  on  her  A c- 
ceffion  with  Majetty,  and  Ihe  fupported  her  Dignity 


b  Gul.  Camden.  Annal.  vol.  i.  p.  27.  Strype’s  Annals,  vol, 
i.  p.  2,  3.  and  the  Speech  of  Lord  Keeper  Bacon,  in  Sir  Sinv* 
snond’s  £fewes’s  Journal, 
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even  in  her  dying  Moments.  The  fubfequent  Part  of 
this  Hiftory  will  fhew,  that  this  Charader  is  drawn  from 
her  Actions,  and  that  I  have  been  no  more  inclined  to 
flatter  her  than*to  afperfe  fome  of  her  Royal  Predecef- 
fors ;  though,  if  Authorities  could  fupport  Scandal,  I 
might  have  cited  not  a  few  to  countenance  both.  But 
let  us  fee  by  what  Steps  this  great  Queen  and  her  able 
Minifters  extricated  their  Country  from  the  Mifery  in 
which  it  was  involved,  and  reftored  her  not  only  to  a  fet¬ 
tled  and  flourifhing  Condition,  but  raifed  her  higher  than 
in  her  molt  happy  Times  flie  had  ever  flood,  laying  the 
Foundation  of  that  extenfive  Power,  which  flie  has  fince 
enjoyed,  and  which  flie  may  always  enjoy,  if  there  be 
not  wanting  honeft  Men  at  the  Helm,  or  if  the  Spirit  of 
the  Nation  co-operates  with  that  of  their  Rulers. 

The  firft  Ad  of  the  Queen’s  Government  was  af- 
ferting  her  Independency.  She  made  an  Order  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  in  the  Preamble  of  which  was  recited,  that  the  Dif- 
trefles  of  the  Kingdom  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  foreign  Counfels  in  the  late  Reign,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Queen  thought  fit  to  declare,  that  flie  was  a  free 
Princefs,  and  meant  fo  to  ad,  without  any  further  Ap¬ 
plications  to  Spain ,  than  the  Concerns  of  her  People  re¬ 
quired  c.  On  the  twenty  firft  of  November ,  when  flie 
had  worn  the  Crown  but  three  Days,  flie  fent  Orders 
to  Vice-Admiral  Malyn  to  draw  together  as  many  Ships 
as  he  could  for  the  Defence  of  the  narrow  Seas,  and 
for  the  preventing  all  Perfons  from  entering  into,  or  paf- 
ftng  out  of  the  Kingdom  without  Licence,  which  he 

♦  *  performed 


f  Cotton  Library,  Titus,  C,  io. 
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performed  fo  ftriclly,  that  in  a  fliort  Time  the  Council 
were  forced  to  relax  their  Orders,  and  to  fignify  to  the 
Warden  of  the  Cinque-Ports ,  that  the  Queen  meant  not 
to  imprifon  her  Subjefts,  but  that  Perfons  might  pafs  and 
repafs  about  their  lawful  Concerns d.  With  like  Diligence, 
Provifion  was  made  for  the  Security  of  Dover,  Portfmouth , 
and  the  Ip  of  Wight  %  fo  that  by  the  End  of  the  Year* 
the  Kingdom  was  out  of  all  Danger  from  any  fudden 
Jnfult,  and  the  Queen  at  leifure  to  confider  how  (he  might 
render  all  the  Projedls  of  her  Enemies  abortive. 

In  the  Month  of  April,  1559,  Peace  was  concluded 
with  France ,  and  therein,  amongft  other  Things,  it  was 
provided,  that,  after  the  Term  of  eight  Years,  the  French 
'fhould  render  to  the  Queen  the  Town  of  Calais ,  or  pay 
her  fifty  thoufand  Crowns  by  way  of  Penalty.  In  this 
Treaty,  the  Dauphin  and  the  Queen  of  Scots  were  alfo 
included  5  but  it  w?as  very  indifferently  performed  ;  for  the 
French  immediately  began  to  fend  over  great  Forces  into 
Scotland ,  where  they  intended,  Firft  to  root  out  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  and  then  to  have  made  themfelves  entirely 
Mailers  of  the  Kingdom  f.  This  Proceeding  fo  alarmed 
the  Nobility  of  Scotland ,  that  many  of  them  had  immedi¬ 
ate  Recourfe  to  Arms,  and  not  finding  their  own  Strength 
fufficient,  applied  themfelves  for  Protedfion  to  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  who  forefeeing  the  Confequence  of  fuffering  the 
French  to  fix  in  Scotland ,  determined  to  fend  thither  the 
AlMance  that  was  defired  both  by  Land  and  Sea  g.  In 

the 


d  Strypc’s  Annals.  Vol.  i.  p.  o.  e  See  Sir  William  Cecil 
(Lord  Burleighfs  Diary  in  the  Cotton  Library.  Titus,  C.  10. 
f  Buchanan,  Camden,  Keith,  Burnet,  Rapin,  and  even  the 
French  Hiftorians,  who  all  own  this  Projedl  of  Francis  II,  §  See 
Keith’s  Hiftory  of  the  Church  and  State  of  Scotland,  Vol.  i. 
p.  1 1 3. 
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the  mean  Time  a  ftridl  Enquiry  was  made  into  the  Lofs 
of  Calais  in  the  late  Reign.  The  Lord  Wentworth ,  on 
whom  many  Afperfions  had  fallen,  was  tried  and  ac¬ 
quitted  by  his  Peers  ;  but  the  Captains  Chamberlain  and 
Harlejlon  were  condemned,  though  the  Queen  thought 
fit  to  pardon  them  h.  As  for  Lord  Grey,  his  gallant  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Fortrefs,  wherein  he  was  Governor,  ex¬ 
empted  him  from  any  Profecution;  indead  of  which,  he 
was  appointed  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Forces  that 
were  to  march  into  Scotland.  The  Fleet  was  commanded 
by  Admiral  Winter ,  which  failing  up  the  Frith  of  Forth , 
blocked  up  Leith  by  Sea,  while  t^e  Army  of  the  Scots 
Lords,  and  the  Englijh  Auxiliaries  under  Lord  Grey ,  be- 
fieged  it  by  Land,  and  in  a  very  fhort  Space  forced  the 
French  Garrifon  to  capitulate  ;  whereby  all  the  Defigns 
of  France  on  that  Side,  were  entirely  broken1,  and  the 
Queen  left  to  look  to  her  own  Concerns,  which  fhe  did 
with  fuch  Diligence,  that  in  two  Years  Space,  Religion 
Was  reftored,  all  the  Grievances  under  the  former  Go- 
vernment  redrefled,  bafe  Money  taken  away,  the  Forts 
throughout  the  Kingdom  repaired,  and  Trade  brought 
into  a  flourifhing  Condition. 

Rut  above  all,  the  Navy  was  the  Queen’s  peculiar 
Care;  fhe  directed  a  Survey  of  it  to  be  made,  and  a 
ftri£l  enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  it’s  Decay,  and  the 
Means  by  which  it  might  be  recovered.  She  iilued  Orders 
for  preferving  Timber  fit  for  building,  directed  many 
Pieces  of  brafs  Cannon  to  be  caff,  and  encouraged  the 
making  Gunpowder  here  at  Home,  which  had  been 

hitherto 


h  Stowe,  Holingfhead,  Speed,  Camden,  Strype.  *  Reich, 
Camden,  Mezeray,  Daniel,  Rapin.  * 
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hitherto  brought  from  abroad  at  a  vaft  Expence.  For  the 
Security  of  her  Fleet,  which  generally  lay  in  the  River 
Medway ,  fhe  built  a  flrong  Fortrefs,  called,  Upnore-Caftle . 
The  Wages  of  the  Seamen  fhe  raifed,  enlarged  the  Num¬ 
ber,  and  heightned  the  Salaries  of  her  Naval  Officers ; 
drew  over  Foreigners  (killed  in  the  Arts  relating  to  Na¬ 
vigation,  to  initrucl  her  Poeple,  and  by  the  Pains  flie 
took  in  thefe  Affairs,  excited  a  Spirit  of  Emulation  among 
her  Subjects,  who  began  every  where  to  exert  themfelve8 
in  like  manner,  by  repairing  of  Ports,  and  building  Vef- 
fels  of  all  Sizes,  efpecially  large  and  flout  Ships,  fit  for 
War  as  well  as  Commerce.  From  all  which,  as  Mr. 
Camden  tells  us,  the  (  neen  juftly  acquired  the  glorious 
Title  of  the  Reftorer  of  Naval  Power,  and  Sovereign  of 
the  Northern  Seas ;  infomuch  that  foreign  Nations  were 
ftruck  with  Awe  at  the  Queen’s  Proceedings,  and  were 
now  content  refpe&fully  to  court  a  Power  which  had 
been  fo  lately  the  Objedl  of  their  Contempt  K 

The  Civil  Diffentions  in  the  Kingdom  of  France , 
which  gave  the  Court  a  Pretence  for  oppreffing  thofe  of 
the  Reformed  Religion,  whom  they  called  Huguenots ,  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Year  1562,  very  deftruftive  Coniequences 
to  their  Neighbour.  A4  general  Spirit  of  Rapine  and  Con- 
fufion  having  fpread  itfelf  through  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
Country,  and  the  greatefl  Crimes  meeting  with  Impunity* 
fuch  as  dwelt  on  the  Sea-Coaft,  and  who  were  moftly  Hu¬ 
guenots  >  fitted  out  Ships  to  annoy  their  Enemies ;  upon 

which 


k  Camden,  Annal.  vol.  i.  p.  86.  where  he  fomewhat  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  Truth,  when  he  fays,  the  Queen,  with  the  Almtance 
of  her  Subjects,  might  fit  out  a  Fleet  would  require  20,000 
Seamen,  fince  in  1582,  all  the  Sea  faring  People  in  her  Realm 
did  not  exceed  14,295.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  I  rafts,  p.  279. 


I 


■  ,*•  '  t 

'  _  • 

Of  <Queeti  ELIZABETH.  381 

which  the  Court  Party  did  the  like,  fo  that  at  laft,  Pyra- 
cies  were  frequent,  and  the  Englijh  Trade  fullered  thereby, 
fo  intolerably,  that  at  length  the  Queen  refolved  to  inlet- 
pofe  K  The  French  Proteftants  had  long  fued  to  her  for 
Protection,  and  offered  to  put  the  Port  of  Havre  de  Grace 
then  called  Newhaven ,  into  her  Hands ;  which  fhe  at 
length  accepted,  and  fent  over  Ambrofe  Dudley ,  Ear),  of 
Warwick ,  in  the  Month  of  September  1562,  with  a  con- 
ftderable  Fleet,  and  a  good  Body  of  Troops  on  board, 
who  entered  into  the  Eown,  and  kept  it  till  the  29th  of 
July  following m.  The  Poffeflion  of  this  Place  proved 
of  infinite  Detriment  to  the  French,  for  the  Court  having 
declared  all  Englijh  Ships  good  Prize,  fo  loflg  as  the  Queen 
held  that  Place,  foe  found  herfelf  obliged  to  iffue  a  like 
Proclamation,  whereupon  fuch  Numbers  of  Privateers 
were  fitted  out  from  the  Englijh  Ports,  and  from  Newha¬ 
ven,  that  the  Spoil  they  made  is  almoft  incredible n.  For 
Example,  we  are  told,  that  one  Ft  anas  Clarke  equipped, 
at  his  own  Expence,  three  Frigates,  and  aftei  a  Cruize  of 
fix  Weeks,  brought  into  Newhaven  no  lefs  than  eighteen 
Prizes,  which  were  valued  at  upwards  of  fifty  thoufand 
Pounds  °.  But  by  Degrees  this  Spirit  of  Privateering  grew 
to  fuch  a  Height,  that  the  Queen  for  her  own  Safety, 
and  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  was  obliged  to  reftrain 
it,  thofe  who  had  fitted  out  Ships  of  Force  plundering 
indiferiminately  all  Veffels  that  came  in  theii  Way. 

PHILIP  II.  King  of  Spain,  from  the  Time  of 

Queen  Elizabeth's  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  had  dealt 

with 
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\vith  her  very  deceitfully,  fometimes  pretending  to  be  her 
firm  friend,  at  others,  feeking  every  Occafion  to  injure 
and  moleft  her  Subjects,  which  he  had  more  frequent  Op- 
por (.unities  of  coing,  from  the  great  Commerce  they  car¬ 
ried  on  in  Flanders  p*  "What  ferved  alfo  to  heighten  the 
Peoples  Hatred  againft  the  Spaniards  was,  the  Cruelty  and 
Treachery  with  which  they  had  treated  Captain  *  Haw  - 
kins  and  his  Crew  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  an  Inful t  the 
Queen  could  but  very  ill  bear,  though  as  Things  were 
circumftanced,  fhe  could  not  well  refent  it,  all  Trade  in 
the  Spanijb  IWeJI- Indies  being  in  fome  RefpedX  repugnant 
to  Treaties'1.  Yet,  while  thefe  Things  difturbed  the  Na¬ 
tion  s  X  ranquilfy  in  fome  Meafure,  France  and  the  Low - 
Countries ,  were  much  more  gnevou.fly  torn  through 
Religious  Difputes,  which  by  Degrees  kindled  a  Ci¬ 
vil  War  r.  The  Proteftants  being  the  weakeft,  and 
withal  the  molt  injured  Party,  the  Queen  was  inclined  to 
favour  them,  and  to  afford  them  fome  Afliftance,  though 
flie  was  not  willing  to  break  either  with  the  moll \ChriJlian 
or  with  the  Catholic k  King.  The  latter  had  fent  the 
Duke  of  Alva ,  to  govern  the  Netherlands ,  who  was  a 
fierce  and  cruel  Man,  but  withal  a  Perfon  of  great  Cou¬ 
rage,  an  able  Captain,  and  a  confummate  Statefman.  This 
Duke,  as  he  was  a  bitter  Enemy  to  the  Proteftants,  fo  he 
had  conceived  a  great  Hatred  againft  Queen  Elizabeth , 
which  he  fo  on  found  Occafion  to  difeover.  Towards  the 
End  of  the  Year  1568,  fome  Merchants  of  Genoa ,  in¬ 
tending  to  have  fet  up  a  Bank  in  the  Low-Countries ,  pro¬ 
cured 


p  Camden,  Burnet,  Strype,  Stowe,  Speed.  *  A.  D.  1567. 
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cured  a  Licence  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  tranfport  a 
very  large  Sum  in  ready  Money,  on  board  certain  Ships 
belonging  to  the  Province  of  Bifcay.  Thefe  Ships  were 
chafed  in  their  Paflage  by  fome  French  Privateers,  and 
were  forced  to  take  fhelter  in  the  Ports  of  Plymouth ,  Fal- 
mouth ,  and  Southampton ,  where,  by  the  Queen’s  Order, 
theirVeifels  were  protected,  and  thofe  on  board  them,  well- 
treated,  till  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Spanijh  Ambaflador,  the 
Money  was  brought  afhore.  Cardinal  de  Chatillon ,  who 
was  at  that  Time  here,  as  a  Refugee,  informed  the  Queen, 
that  this  Money,  did  not  belong,  as  was  pretended,  to  the 
King  of  Spain ,  but  to  private  Merchants,  and  that  in 
cafe  (he  gave  leave  for  tranfporting  it  into  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  the  Duke  of  Alva  would  gertainly  feize  it,  in  or¬ 
der  to  carry  on  fome  of  his  dark  Defigns.  The  Queen, 
by  the  Advice  of  her  great  Minifter  Cecil ,  refolved  to 
defeat  this  Scheme,  by  taking  the  Money  to  her  own 
Ufe,  promifing  to  repay  it  immediately,  if  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  King  of  Spain9 s  Treafure,  and  to  gratify 
the  Genoefe  Merchants,  if  it  was  theirs5.  This  was  highly 
refented  by  King  Philip ,  and  the  Duke  of  Alva-,  the  for¬ 
mer  by  his  Ambaflador  here,  endeavoured  to  get  Secre¬ 
tary  Cecil  aflaflinated,  tampering  alfo  with  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  to  raife  Difturbances 
both  in  England  and  Ireland ;  in  which,  however,  he 
failed :  but  the  Duke  feized  all  the  Englijh  Effedts  in 
Flanders,  and  permitted  his  Frigates  and  Privateers  to 
*  cruife  on  the  Englijh  Coaft.  The  Queen  made  Repri- 
fals  in  her  Turn,  and  allowing  her  Subjects  to  fit  out  Ships, 

they 
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they  ptirfued  this  Trade  of  Privateering  with  fo  much 
Eagernefs  and  Succefs,  that  at  length  her  Majefty  was 
compelled  to  iffue  a  Proclamation  forbidding  the  Purchafe 
of  any  Ship,  or  Effects  taken  by  thefe  Privateers.  Soon 
after  which,  thefe  Difputes  were  compromifed  f,  and 
Peace  reftored,  though  it  did  not  laffc  long,  both  the 
Spaniards  and  the  Englijh  being  generally  inclined  to 
break  it l. 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  Difficulties,  the  Qpeen  took 
every  Opportunity  to  encourage  her  People,  in  profe- 
cuting  new  Schemes  of  Trade  abroad,  or  Improvement 
of  their  Lands  at  Home.  With  this  View  (he  fometimes 
contributed  Ships,  fometimes  gave  Money,  at  others* 
entered  into  Partnerfhips ;  in  (hort,  (he  negledled  nothing 
which  might  fhew  her  Maternal  Tendernefs  for  all  her 
Subjects.  She  likewife  gave  a  (hining  Proof  of  her  Ge- 
nerohty  in  directing  a  ftrong  Squadron  of  her  Ships  to  ef- 
cort  Anne  of  Aujlria,  in  her  Voyage  from  Flanders  into 
Spain ,  notwithftanding  the  bad  Terms  wherein  (he  then 
(food  with  King  Philip  u.  Her  Treaties  with  France ,  did 
not  hinder  her  from  fortifying  Portfmouth  throughly, 
in  which  it  quickly  appeared,  that  her  Precaution  was 
far  from  being  the  Effects  of  a  needlefs  Timidity ;  for 
the  French  foon  fitted  out  a  confiderable  Fleet,  pre¬ 
tending  to  take  fome  Offences  at  the  Supplies  (lie  had 
lent  their  Huguenots ,  as  if  it  was  contrary  to  the  Treaties 
between  them  5  but  when  it  appeared  that  her  Majefty 
had  provided  effectually  againft  any  Attempts  they  were 
able  to  make,  they  were  glad  to  defift,  and  even  to 

make 
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make  greater  Profeffions  of  Friendfhip  than  before,  which 
difpofed  the  Queen  to  fend  over  the  Earl  of  Worccfer  to 
the  Chriftning  *  of  the  French  King’s  Daughter  w.  This 
proved  unlucky  for  the  Huguenots ,  who  having  fitted  out 
abundance  of  Rovers  from  Rochelle ,  ftopt  and  vifited 
Veflels  of  all  Nations  which  approached  the  French  Coaft  : 
amongft  the  reft  they  feized  a  Bark  with  Part  of  the  Earl 
ofWorceJler's  Baggage*  which  they  took,  and  killed  three 


or  four  People.  This  being  reported  to  the  Queen,  fhe 
ilfued  her  Orders  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral  to  fcour  the 
narrow  Seas,  who  appointed  William  Holftock ,  Efqj 
Comptroller  of  the  Navy,  with  three  light  Frigates  and 
three  hundred  and  fixty  Men  on  Board,  to  perform  this 
Service,  which  he  did  with  fuch  Induftry  and  Effect, 
that  between  the  Nortkfoundland  and  Falmouth ,  he  took 
twenty  Privateers  of  feveral  Nations,  with  nine  hundred 
Men  on  Board  them,  and  fent  them  as  they  were  taken 
to  Sandwich ,  Dover ,  Newport ,  and  Portfmouth.  He 
like  wife  retook,  and  fet  at  Liberty,  fifteen  Merchant 
Men,  by  them  made  Prize,  and  all  this  within  fo  fhort  a 
Time  as  fix  Weeks,  returning  into  Portfmouth  in  the 
middle  of  the  Month  of  March.  Among  thefe  Prifoners 
were  three  Perfons  who  were  known  and  proved  to  be 
of  the  Crew  of  that  Veflel  which  had  plundered  the  Earl 
of  Worcefteft s  Baggage,  and  therefore  they  were  imme¬ 
diately  tried  and  hanged  as  Pyrates ;  but  the  reft  were 
ranfomed  x.  A  few  Years  after  the  Nation  found  itfelf 
under  the  fame  Difficulties, though  from  another  Quarter. 
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The  Provinces  of  Zeland  and  Holla?id  had  now  de¬ 
livered  themfelves  from  the  Spanijh  Bondage,  and  were 
growing  considerably  in  the  World  by  their  Maritime 
Power.  This,  however,  had  a  bad  Effedt  on  the  Dif- 
pofition  of  the  common  People,  who  became  infuffera- 
bly  infolent  to  all  their  Neighbours,  and  particularly  to 
us  who  had  been  their  principal  Bene  fad  tors.  Their  Pre¬ 
tence  for  this  was,  our  corresponding  with  the  Inhabitants 
of  Dunkirk ,  who  were  their  Enemies.  At  firft,  there¬ 
fore,  they  took  only  fuch  Ships  as  were  bound  to  that 
Port;  but  by  Degrees  they  went  farther,  and  commut¬ 
ed  fuch  notorious  Pyracies,  that  the  Queen  was  again 
forced  to  fend  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Hoi - 
flock ,  with  a  Small  Squadron  to  Sea,  who  quickly  drove 
the  Dutch  Frigates  into  their  Harbours,  and  Sent  two 
hundred  of  their  Seamen  to  Prifon.  The  Queen,  not  Sa¬ 
tisfied  with  this  P  uni  Hi  men  t,  Sent  Sir  William  Winter 
and  Robert  Beele ,  Efq;  to  demand  Restitution  of  the* 
Goods  taken  from  her  Subjedls,  which,  however,  they 
did  not  obtain;  and  on  this  Account  the  Dutch  Fadlors 
here  Suffered  Severely  R  But  as  for  the  Refugees  of  all 
Nations,  who  fled  for  the  Sake  of  Religion,  She  not  on¬ 
ly  received  them  kindly,  but  granted  them  various  Pri¬ 
vileges,  in  order  to  induce  their  Stay,  and  to  fix  here  the 
Manufactures  in  which  they  had  laboured  in  their  own 
Countries.  This  Policy  Succeeded  So  well,  that  Co- chef 
ter ,  Norwich ,  Yarmouth ,  Canterbury ,  and  many  other 
Places  were  filled  with  the  induftriqus  Foreigners^  who 
taught  us  to  make  Variety  of  Silk  and  Worfled-o tuffs, 
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while  many  alfo  from  Germany  were  lent  into  the  North  ■ 
where  they  employed  themfelves  in  Mining,  making  Salt¬ 
petre,  forging  all  forts  of  Tools  made  of  Iron,  which 
were  Arts  abfolutcly  unknown  to  us  before  their  Arri¬ 
val,  and  which  might  have  continued  fo,  but  for  the 
Wifdom  and  public  Spirit  of  the  Queen  and  her  Minis¬ 
ters.  The  French  and  Spaniards,  who  were  fenfible  of 
the  Advantages  w7e  gained,  and  the  Lofs  they  fuffered 
by  the  retiring  of  their  Artificers  into  this  Xfland,  had 
Recourfe  to  fevere  Laws  in  order  to  prevent  it,  which 
were  fo  far  from  anfwering  the  End,  that  they  drove 
People  over  falter  than  they  came  before ;  fo  that  we 
may  truely  fay,  that  our  extenfive  Trade  was  a  Bleffing 
bellowed  by  God  for  the  Countenance  we  afforded  in 
thofe  their  difma!  Days  of  Diftrefs  to  the  afflicted  Pro- 
teftants  in  France  and  Flanders  ZJ 

The  Growth  of  this  Kingdom’s  Power  and  Com¬ 
merce,  being  fo  confpicuous,  left  King  Philip  of  Spaing 
the  moil  penetrating  Prince  of  his  'Time,  no  Room  to 
doubt  that  his  Projects  for  afluming  the  entire  Dominion 
of  Europe,  or  at  leail  the  Direction  of  it,  would  be  ren¬ 
dered  abortive,  unlefs  fome  Method  could  be  contrived  for 
ruining  England  at  once.  While  he  meditated  this  De- 
fign,  and  took  various  Steps  towards  it,  he  found  himfelf 
daily  more  and  more  concerned,  by  the  Pains  the  Queen 
took  to  fruferate  his  Schemes,  and  to  diminifli  the  Po¬ 
wer  which  had  been  derived  to  him  from  his  Father  the 

C  c  2  Emperor 
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Emperor  Charles  Va,  We  have  fhewn  how,  daring 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands ,  Differences  had  arifen  between  the  Court  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  King  of  Spain's  Subjects  there,  and  how, 
after  much  Warmth  fhewn  on  both  Sides,  thefe  Matters 
were  in  fome  Meafure  accommodated  in  i573*That  Ac¬ 
commodation  was  fo  far  from  being  the  Effedls  of  any 
cordial  Difpofition  in  either  of  thefe  Powers,  that  it  was 
a  mere  Adi  of  Policy  on  both  Sides,  neither  having  as 
yet  brought  thofe  Things  to  bear,  which  were  requilite 
for  fulfilling  their  Defigns b.  The  Catholic  King  had 
three  Points  in  View,  not  for  deltrefling  only,  but  for 
deffroying  Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  utterly  fubverting  the 
Englifb-S tatec.  The  firfl  of  thefe  was,  uniting  againfl 
her,  under  Colour  of  Religion,  moft  of  the  Princes  and 
States  Abroad,  which,  by  the  Affillance  of  the  Pope 
joined  to  his  own  extenfive  Influence.,  he  effected  ;  car¬ 
rying  (as  we  fhall  hereafter  fee)  his  Diftafle  fo  far  as 
to  pradlife  even  with  the  little  Republics  in  Germany  to 
difturb  our  Commerce,  and  to  affront  our  Government* 
His  fecond  Point  was,  perplexing  the  Queen  at  home,  by 
countenancing  the  Popifli  Fadtion,  and  by  maintaining 
at  a  vaft  Expence,  fuch  Fugitives  as  fled  from  hence,  in 
which  he  was  likewife  profperous  for  fome  Time,  the 
Peace  of  the  Kingdom  being  broken,  its  Strength  ener¬ 
vated,  the  Government,  nay,  the  Queen  s  Life,  @ften 

in  Danger  by  thefe  reftlefs  Spirits,  who  w7ere  as  ar¬ 
duous 
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duous  in  the  blacked  Caufe,  as  if  their  Tndudry  had  been 
prompted  by  the  mod  honourable  Motives.  The  lad 
t.  Thing  King  Philip  had  at  Heart,  was  the  providing,  as 
fecretly  as  might  be,  fuch  a  Force  as,  with  the  Affidance 
of  his  other  Schemes,  might  enable  him  to  make  nimfelf 
Mader  of  England  at  once;  to  which  End  he  with 
great  Diligence  fought  to  increafe  his  Maritime  Power, 
and  under  Colour  of  his  Wars  in  the  Netherlands ,  to 
keep  under  the  Command  of  the  Prince  of  Parma ,  one 
of  the  abled  Generals  that  or  perhaps  any  other  Age  ever 
produced,  fuch  an  Army  in  condant  Readinefs  there  as 
might  be  fufficient  to  atchieve  this  Conqued,  when  he 
fhould  have  a  Fleet  drong  enough  to  protect  them  in 
their  Paflage.  In  the  Profecution  of  thefe  deep  •  laid  Pro¬ 
jects,  Philip  met  with  many  advantageous  Circumftan- 
ces  which  might,  and  very  probably  did,  drongly  flatter 
his  Hopes;  particularly  the  Death  of  the  Queen  of  Scots 9 
which  deeply  Aained  the  Character  of  Elizabeth  in  fo¬ 
reign  Courts,  and  his  own  Acquifition  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Portugal ,  whereby  he  gained  a  vad  Acceflion  of  Na¬ 
val  Strength  d. 

QUH  en  Elizabeth  and  her  Miniders  were  too  pene¬ 
trating,  and  had  too  quick  Intelligence  to  be  at  all  in  the 
dark,  as  to  the  Purpofe  of  the  King  of  Spain ,  and  their 
Prudence  was  fuch,  that  by  every  Method  poflible  they 
worked  to  difappoint  him,  without  flgnifying  any  of 
their  Apprehenfions  to  the  World.  With  this  Intent 
they  laboured  to  convince  foreign  States,  that  King  Phi¬ 
lip  was  a  common  Enemy,  and  that  he  aimed  alike  at 
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fubduing  all  his  Neighbours,  which  being  a  Thing  ftrict- 
ly  true  and  nearly  concerning  them,  had,  undoubtedly,  a 
proper  Weight e.  In  the  next  Place,  Pains  was  taken 
to  cultivate  clofer  Correfpondence  with  his  difcontented 
Subjects  in  the  Netherlands ,  and  to  furnifh  them  with 
Money,  and  other  private  Aids,  whereby  they  were  en¬ 
abled  to  give  feme  Check  to  his  Power  both  by  Sea  and 
'Land.  Our  own  Privateers  were  allowed  to  pafs  into 
the  Weft- Indies ,  where  they  carried  on  an  illicit  Trade, 
not  more  to  their  own  Profit  than  the  public  Benefit, 
for  hereby  they  gained  a  perfect  Acquaintance  with  the 
Ports,  Rivers,  and  Fortrefies  in  the  Wejl -Indies ,  with  the 
Nature  of  the  Commerce  carried  on  there,  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  {haring  it  by  fair  Means,  or  of  deferoying  it 
by  Force f,  Thus  the  Englijb  were  in  fome  meafure 
a  Match  for  the  Spaniards  at  all  Points;  but  the  great 
Secret' by  which  the  Queen  defeated  all  King  Philip’s 
Politic  Inventions,  feems  to  have  been  fcarce  known 
to  moft  of  the  Writers  concerned  in  her  Reign.  It  was 
in  Reality  this ;  {lie  dilcovered  the  principal  Infiruments 
he  intended  to  make  Ufe  of  for  her  Deftruction ;  but  in- 
Read  of  expofing  or  taking  them  off,  flie  contrived  fo  to 
manage  them  by  her  Creatures,  as  to  make  them  adlual- 
ly  fulfill  her  Purpofes,  though  they  remained  Penfioners 
to  Spain.  Thus  fine  caufed  the  EmbafTador  Mendoza  to 
be  fo  wrought  on  as  to  forfeit  his  Character,  by  Suborn- 
ing  Perfons  to  murder  Secretary  Cecily  and  to  Spread  Li¬ 
bels  in  the  Night  through  the  Streets  reflecting  on  her- 
'  '  felf. 


e  Strype’s  .Annals,  vol.  iii.  p.  424,  as  alfo  Such  Letters  in  the 
Cabala  as  relate  to  the  Year  1^5 7,  and  2558.  1  Stowe. 

Holingfhead,  Speed,  Hakluyt,  Purchas. 
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felf &.  The  Emiflaries,  employed  to  feduce 

her  People,  in  order  to  form  a  Prong  Party  on  any  In- 
vafion,  (lie  took  Care  to  engage  in  Plots  againft  her  Per- 
fon,  whereby  they  came  fpeedily  to  an  ignominious 
Death,  equally  terrible  and  fhameful  to  the  Popifh  Fac¬ 
tion.  This  appears  clearly  by  the  Cafe  of  Parry  and 
other  Confpirators,  with  whom  her  Secretaries  played 
till  their  Treafons  were  ripe,  and  then  feized  and  con¬ 
victed  them;  and  thus  at  laft,  after  all  the  Pains  the  King 
had  taken,  fhe  efcaped  an  In  vafion  by  having  fuch  No¬ 
tions  infufed  into  the  Prince  of  Parma’s  Head,  as  in¬ 
clined  him  rather  to  feek  his  own  than  his  Mailer’s  Ad¬ 
vantage,  by  which  Pie  reaped  a  double  Benefit,  that  Prince 
being  foon  after  poifoned,  and  fo  his  particular  Schemes 
were  likewife  cut  fhort  h.  But  it  is  Time  to  return  to 
cur  more  immediate  Subjedl,  the  Pains  and  Precautions 
taken  by  the  Queen  and  her  Minifters,  to  put  the  Na¬ 
tion  in  fuch  a  State  of  Defence,  both  by  Land  and  Sea, 
as  might  give  the  People  Courage,  and  ftrike  the  Ene  - 
my  with  a  Prong  Senfe  of  Danger ;  the  rather  fcecaufe 
thefe  Facts  feem  not  to  have  been  well  underflood. 

The  Queen’s  Apprehensions  of  the  Spaniards  De- 
figns  were  certainly  much  earlier  than  moft  of  our  Hif- 
torians  imagine,  as  appears  from  the  State-Papers  in  her 
Reign;  among  which,  from  the  Year  1574,  we  meet 
with  nothing  more  frequent  than  Infirudtions  for  viewing 
Fortifications,  examining  the  Condition  of  cur  Forts, 

C  c  4  enquiring 


s  Camden,  Stowe,  Speed,  and  more  particularly  in  the  Life 
of  Lord  Burleigh,  written  by  one  of  his  Servants,  ard  publ.Led 
by  the  Revd.  Mr.  Peck,  in  the  firft  Volume  of  his  Desiderata 
Curiofa.  h  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  746. 
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enquiring  into  the  Strength  and  Podure  of  our  Militia, 
taking  frequent  Mutters,  and,  in  fine,  forming  from  all 
thefe  Enquiries  a  brief  State  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
Power  of  her  Dominions,  of  which  I  have  feen  many 
in  ancient  MSS.  amongft  them,  one  in  1575,  whereby 
it  appears,  that  the  able  Men  throughout  England  were 
computed  to  be  one  hundred,  eighty-two  thou/and,  nine 
hundred,  twenty-nine,  by  which  were  intended  fervtce- 
able  Men  3  and  of  fuch  as  were  armed  and  in  a  continual 
Capacity  of  a&ing,  there  were  fix ty- two  thoufand,and 
four  hundred,  fixty-two;  and  of  light- Horfe  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  fixty-fix.  I  have  likewife  an  Account 
of  the  Royal  Navy  in  1 575,  by  which  it.  appears,  that 
it  confided  of  no  more  than  twenty-four  Ships  of  all 
Sizes  \  The  larged  was  called  the  Triumph ,  of  the  Bur¬ 
then  of  a  thoufand  Tons ;  the  fmalleft  was  the  George , 
which  was  under  fixty  Tons.  At  the  fame  Time  all 
the  Ships  throughout  England  of  a  hundred  Tons  and 
upwards,  were  a  hundred  thirty-five,  and  all  under  a 
hundred,  and  upwards  of  forty  Tons,  were  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-fix.  I  am,  therefore,  amazed  to  find  a  late 
Writer,  wTho  ought  certainly  to  be  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  State  of  the  Navy  as  any  Man,  give  us  thq 
following  Liif  under  fo  drange  a  Title  as  k, 


What 


1  E  Codice  antiq.  MS.  penes  Sam.  Knight,  S.  T.  P.  k  Mr. 
Barchet,  in  his  Preface  to  his  Naval  Hifiory.  See  alfo  Lsdi- 
ard’s  Naval  Hi  Rory,  vol.  i.  p.  160. 
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What  our  NAVY  was  in  1573. 

Guns.  ,  N°. 


Of 

100 

X  1 

1  59  of  the  Line  of  Battel, 

From 

80  to  60 

9( 

►  as  they  might  be  reck- 

From 

58  to  40 

49  j 

)  oned  in  thofe  Days. 

From 

38  to  20 

58 

From 

18  to  6 

2Q 

146 


Though  nothing  is  eafier  than  to  difcern  at  firfl 
Sight,  that  this  Account  is  abfurd  and  improbable ;  yet 
another  Writer  has  copied  it  implicitly,  and  no  doubt  by 
Degrees  it  would  gain  Credit  3  though  I  dare  fay  there  is 
an  Error  of  an  hundred  Years  in  the  Title  of  this  State 
of  the  Navy.  That  it  is  abfolutely  falfe,  may  appear 
from  hence,  that  in  an  Eitimate  in  the  Office  of  Ord¬ 
nance,  the  Guns  on  board  the  Queen’s  Ships,  in  1578, 
are  computed  to  be  five  hundred  and  four1 ;  whereas,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  foregoing  State,  they  mull  have  been,  five 
Years  before,  as  we  fee,  no  lefs  than  five  thoufand,  ninety- 
nine,  which  if  we  compare  with  the  Number  of  Cannon 
in  the  Spanijh  Armada,  being  but  two  thoufand,  fix 
hundred  and  thirty,  as  appears  by  a  Lift  printed  by  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Spanijh  Court,  we  (hall  have  a  proper  Idea 
of  the  Accuracy  of  this  Computation,  which  I  have  been 
forced  to  treat  in  this  Manner  to  prevent  fo  ftrange  a  Fa ft 

from 


1  E  Codice  antiq.  antecitat. 
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from  beino:  longer  impofed  even  on  the  moft  unattentivs 
Perufer  m.  ' 

I  t  mu  ft  give  every  confederate  Reader  a  very  high  I- 

dea  of  the  Wifdom  and  Fortitude  of  Queen  Elizabeth , 

and  her  Minifters,  when  he  is  told,  that  during  the  whole 

Time  Spain  was  providing  fo  formidable  an  Invafion, 

they  were  employed  in  cherifhing  the  Commerce  and 

Naval  Power  of  England ,  without  buffering  themfelves 

to  be  at  all  intimidated,  either  by  the  Enemy's  Boafts,  or 

\ 

by  the  Intelligence  they  had  of  their  great  Strength  and 
vaft  Preparations0.  To  diftrefs  King  Philip  in  bringing 
Home  his  Treafures  from  the  Weft-Indies ,  many  Adven¬ 
turers  were  licenfed  to  cruife  in  thofe  Seas,  and  the  Queen 
herfelf  lent  feme  Ships  for  this  Purpole0.  To  delay  the 
Invafion  as  much  as  poffible,  or  if  it  had  been  pradlicable 
to  defeat  it,  the  Queen  fent  a  ftout  Fleet  under  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Drake ,  in  1587,  to  Cadiz ,  where  that  Admirahper- 
formed  rather  more  than  could  be  expedled  ;  for  he  forc¬ 
ed  fix  Gallies  which  were  defigned  to  have  guarded  the 
Port,  to  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  Cannon  of  their 
Caftles,  and  then  burnt  a  hundred  Ships  and  upwards  in 
the  Bay,  laden  with  Ammunition  and  Provilions.  From 

thence  he  failed  to  Cape  St.  Vincent ,  where  he  furprized 

* 

fome  Forts,  and  entirely  deftroyed  all  the  Fifning- Craft 
in  the  Neighbourhood.  Arriving  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
TayO)  and  underftanding  that  the  Marquifs  de  Santa  Cruz , 

lay  hard  by  with  a  Squadron  of  good  Ships,  he  challenged 

him 


m  Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  iii.  p.  221.  in  the  Appendix. 
n  Camden,  Strype,  Bohun,  Lord  Bacon’s  Character  ci-  Queen 
Elizabeth,  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  drafts.  0  Stowe, 
Holingfhead,  Speed,  Camden,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh’s  Effiys. 
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him  to  come  out  and  fight ;  but  the  Marquifs,  who  was 
one  of  the  beft  Seamen  in  Spain,  adhering  clofely  to  his 
Mailer’s  Orders,  chofe  rather  to  let  Drake  burn  the 
Coail  than  hazard  an  Engagement.  Sir  Francis ,  having 
done  this,  fleered  for  Azores ,  where  he  took  a  large  Ship 
homeward  bound  from  the  Eaji-lndies ,  which  added  as 
much  to  his  Profit,  as  his  former  glorious  Exploits  had 
done  to  his  Reputation,  and  fo  returned  Home  in  Tri¬ 
umph  p.  This  Expedition  delayed  the  Spa?iiards  for  fome 
Months  ;  but  in  the  Spring  of  the  next  Year,  this  enor¬ 
mous  Fleet  being  almoft  ready,  King  Philip  gave  Orders 
that  it  fhould  rendefvouz  at  Lijbon ,  in  order  to  pafs  from 
thence  to  England \ 

His  Catholic  Majefty  prefumed  fo  much  on  the  Force 
of  this  extraordinary  Fleet,  fuperior  certainly  to  any 
Thing  that  had  been  for  Ages  before,  that.inftead  of  con¬ 
cealing  its  Strength,  he  caufed  a  very  accurate  Account 
of  it  to  be  publifhed  in  Latin,  and  mail  of  the  Languag¬ 
es  fpoken  in  Europe ,  except  Englijh  This  Piece  was 
dated  May  20,  1588,  and  according  to  it,  the  moil 
happy  Armada  (for  fo  it  was  fliled  therein)  confifled  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  Ships,  making  in  all  fifty-feven 
thoufand,  eight  hundred,  fixty-eight  Ton  ;  on  board  of 
which,  there  were  nineteen  thoufand,  two  hundred  ninety- 
five  Soldiers,  eight  thoufand,  four  hundred  fifty  Mariners, 
two  thoufand,  eighty  eight  Slaves,  with  two  thoufand, 
fix  hundred  and  thiity  Pieces  of  Cannon.  Refides,  there 


was 


p  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  1 70.  q  The  Title 
in  Spanish  ran  thus,  La  felicejpma  Armada  que  el  Rey  Felipe 
neujlro  Senior  mando  Junlaren  el  fuerto  de  la  Cicedad  de  Lisboa 
en  el  Reyno  de  Portugal:  En  Anno  de  mil  e  quinientos  y  ocenta  v 
ocha.  Hecka  per  Pedro  de  Pas  Salas . 


3^6  NAVAL  HISTORY 

was  a  large  Fleet  of  Tenders,  with  a  prodigious  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Arms  on  board,  intended  for  fuch  as  fhould  join 
them.  There  were  alfo  on  board  this  Fleet,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  Voluntiers  of  Quality,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  Religious  Perfons  of  feveral  Orders. 
The  Command  of  the  whole  was  originally  defigned  to 
have  been  veiled  in  the  Marquifs  de  Santa  Cruzy  a  No¬ 
bleman  of  great  Valour,  and  great  Experience,  of  which 
he  had  given  high  Proofs  in  the  famous  Battel  of  Lepanto  ; 
but  he  dying,  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidoniay  Den  AU 
pbonfo  de  Gufmany  was  appointed  in  his  Stead,  rather 
on  Account  of  his  Quality  than  his  Merit,  under  whom 
was  Don  Martinez  de  Ricaldey  an  old  experienced  Bif- 
caneery  who  had  the  Direction  of  all  Things,  and  by 
whofe  Advice  the  General  was  entirely  led.  Thefe 
great  Officers  repaired  to  Lisbon ,  in  the  latter  End  of  the 
Month  of  Mayy  and  in  a  few  Days  after,  their  Navy 
was  in  a  Condition  to  fail r.  But  it  is  now  Time  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Difpofitions  made  in  England  for  warding  off 
fo  dangerous  a  Blow. 

In  thehrft  Place,  the  Queen  took  Care  to  give  pro¬ 
per  Information  to  all  Foreign  States,  of  the  Nature 
and  Intent  of  this  Projedl  of  the  King  of  Spain’ sy  point- 

i 

ing  out  to  them,  not  her  own,  but  their  Dangers,  in  cafe 
that  Monarch  fhould  prevail,  which  Method  being  as 
prudently  carried  into  Pra&ice,  as  it  was  wifely  contrived, 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  at  the  Requeft  of  her  Ambaffador, 
laid  an  Embargo  on  a  very  ftrong  Squadron  of  Ships  hired 

for  the  Ufe  of  King  Philip  in  his  Dominions s.  The 

Hanfe - 


r  Camden,  Strype,  Rapin. 
P-  S24- 


s  Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  iii. 
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Hanfe-Towns ,  determined  Enemies  at  that  Time  to  Eng¬ 
land  ^  retarded,  however,  the  Ships  they  were  to  have  fent 
to  Spain ,  which  proved  fatal  to  them  afterwards.  King 
James  VI.  of  Scotland  buried  all  his  Refentments  for  his 
Mother’s  Death,  and  fleadily  adhered  to  his  own,  by 
following  the  Queen’s  Interefts.  The  French  were  too 
wife  to  afford  the  Spaniards  any  Help,  and  the  Dutch 
fitted  out  a  confiderable  Navy,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Queen,  under  the  Command  of  Count  Jujlin  of  Naffiau . 
The  Englijh  Fleet  was  commanded  by  Charles  Lord  How¬ 
ard  of  Effingham ,  then  High-Admiral,  who  had  under 
him  for  his  Vice-Admiral,  Sir  Francis  Drake  \  for  his 
Rear-Admiral,  Sir  John  Hawkins ,  and  abundance  of  ex¬ 
perienced  Officers,  who  had  fignaiized  their  Courage  and 
Conduit:  their  Orders  were  to  lie  on  the  Welt-Coaff, 
that  they  might  be  ready  to  receive  the  Enemy.  Lord 
Henry  Seymour ,  in  Conjunction  with  Count  NaJJau , 
cruized  on  the  Coaft  of  Flanders ,  the  better  to  prevent 
the  Prince  of  Parma  from  making  any  Defcent,  as  it 
was  expeCted  he  fhould,  with  the  Army  under  his  Com¬ 
mand.  Then,  as  to  a  Land-Force,  the  Queen  had  three 
Armies,  the  fir  ft  confifted  of  twenty  thoufand  Men,  can¬ 
toned  along  the  South- Coaft,  another  of  two  and  twenty 
thoufand  Foot,  and  a  thoufand  Korfe,  which  was  en¬ 
camped  near  Tilbury ,  under  the  Command  of  the  Earl 
of  Leicejler  ;  the  third,  which  was  made  up  of  thirty- 
four  thoufand  Foot,  and  two  thoufand  Horfe,  all  chofen 
Men,  was  for  the  Guard  of  the  Queen’s  Perfon,  their 
Commander  beipg  the  Lord  Hudsdon ,  a  brave,  aCtive, 
and  refolute  Nobleman,  the  Queen’s  near  Relation 

The 
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Th e  Spanifl)  Fleet  failed  from  the  River  of  Li/bon , 
on  the  firft  of  June ,  N.  S.  with  as  great  Pomp,  and 
as  ftrong  Plopes,  as  any  Fleet  ever  did.  The  King’s  In- 
ftrudtions  were  to  repair  to  the  Road  of  Calais ,  in  order  to 
be  joined  by  the  Prince  of  Parma ,  and  then  to  purfue  fuch 
further  Orders  as  he  fhould  find  in  a  fealed  Letter  deliver- 
ed  to  the  General  with  his  Inftrudlions.  It  was  further 
recommended  to  him,  to  keep  as  clofe  as  poflible  to  the 
French  Shore,  in  Order  to  prevent  the  Englijb  from  ha¬ 
ving  any  Intelligence  of  his  Approach,  and  in  cafe  he 
met  our  Fleet,  he  was  to  avoid  fighting  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  Power,  and  to  endeavour  only  to  defend  himfelf.  But 
in  doubling  the  North-Cape ,  the  Fleet  was  Separated  by 
foul  Weather,  which  obliged  the  General  to  fail  to  the 
Groyne ,  where  he  re-aflembled  his  Ships,  and  had  Intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  Englijb  Fleet,  was  put  into  Plymouth .  Upon 
this,  he  held  a  Council  of  War,  to  confider  whether 
they  fhould  adhere  ftridlly  to  the  King’s  Order,  or  en>.. 
brace  this  favourable  Opportunity  of  burning  the  Englijb 
Fleet  in  their  Harbour.  After  a  long  Debate,  wherein 
many  were  of  a  contrary  Opinion,  it  was  refolved  to 
attempt  the  Englijb  Fleet ;  and  this  chiefly  at  the  Infti- 
gation  of  Don  Diego  Flores  de  Valdes ,  Admiral  of  the 
Andalu.fian  Squadron.  The  Pretence,  indeed,  was  very 
plaufible,  and,  but  for  an  unforefeen  Accident,  they  had 
carried  their  Point.  The  firft  Land  they  fell  in  with, 
was  the  Lizard ,  which  they  miftook  for  the  Rands  read 
near  Plymouth ,  and  being  near  Night,  flood  off  to  Sea, 
till  the  next  Morning.  In  this  Space  of  lime' they 
were  defcribed  by  a  Scotch  Pyrato,  one  Captain  Fleming , 
who  bore  away  immediately  for  Plymouth- ,  and  gave 

the  Lord  Admiral  Notice,  which  proved  the  Ruin  of 

their 


I 
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their  Defign,  as  well  as  the  Prefervation  of  the  EngHJb 
Fleet u. 

Th  e  Seafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  and  the  Englijb 
had  fo  little  Intelligence  of  the  Spaniard's  Departure, 
that  their  Fleet  was  not  only  returned  into  Port,  but 
feveral  of  their  Ships  alfo  were  laid  up,  and  their  Seamen 
difcharged.  The  Admiral,  however,  failed  on  the  firft 
Notice,  and  though  the  Wind  blew  hard  into  Plymouth - 
Sound  got  out  to  Sea,  but  not  without  great  Difficulty  D 
The  next  Day,  being  the  20th  of  July ,  they  faw  the 
Spanijb  Navy  drawn  up  in  a  Half- Moon,  failing  flowly 
through  the  Channel,  its  Wings  being  near  feven  Miles 


afunder.  The  Admiral  fullered  them  to  pafs  by  quietly, 
that  having  the  Advantage  of  the  Wind,  he  might  the 
better  attack  them  in  the  Rear,  which  he  performed  with 
equal  Courage  and  Succefs,  and  though  Don  Martinez 
de  Luaiue  cue  ah  that  it  was  poilible  for  a  brave  Officer 
to  go,  yet  they  were  put  into  the  utmoit  Diforder,  and 
many  of  them  received  conquerable  Damage.  More  had 
been  done,  but  that  a  great  Part  of  the  EngBJh  Fleet  lay 
at  too  great  a  Di fiance,  fo  that  .the  Admiral  was  forced 
to  wait  for  them.  The  Night  following  a  Dutch  Gun- 
iiCi,  who  had  been  nl-ufed,  let  Fire  to  the  Ship  on  board 
which  was  their  Treafure ;  nor  was  it  without  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  that  the  l<  lames  were  extinguifned.  The  greatefi 
Part  of  the  Money  was  put  on  board  a  Galleon  com- 
manuea  by  Don  Pedro  de  Valdez,  which  foon  after  Iprung 

her 
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her  Foremaft,  and  being  thus  difabled,  and  the  Night 
very  dark,  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Sir  Fra?icis  Dr  ah , 
who  fent  her  Captain  to  Dartmouth ,  and  left  the  Money 
on  board  to  be  plundered  by  his  Men  x.  The  next  Day 
was  fpent  by  the  Spanijh  General  in  difpofing  his  Fleet, 
giving  Orders  to  his  Officers,  and  difpatching  an  Advice- 
Boat  to  haften  the  Duke  of  Parma ,  by  giving  him  an 
Account  of  the  Danger  he  was  in.  On  the  23d  they 
fought  again,  with  Variety  of  Succefs,  which  however 
demonftrated  to  the  Spaniards ,  that  the  great  Bulk  of 
their  Ships  was  a  Difad  vantage  to  them,  their  Shot  fly¬ 
ing  over  the  Heads  of  the  Englijb ,  while  every  Bullet 
of  theirs  took  Place.  On  the  24th  the  Englijh  were  able 
to  do  little  for  Want  of  Ammunition ;  but  a  Supply  arriv- 
inp*  in  the  Evening,  the  Admiral  made  the  neceiiary  Dif- 
pofitions  for  attacking  the  Spaniards  in  the  dead  of  the 
Night,  dividing  his  fleet  into  four  Squadrons,  the  flrft 
commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by  Sir  Francis  Drake  t > 
the  third  by  Admiral  Hawkins ,  and  the  fourth  by  Captain 
Martin  Forbifher ,  but  a  dead  Calm  prevented  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  this  Defign.  On  the  25  th,  one  of  the  Spanijh 
Ships  was  taken,  and  on  the  26th  the  Admiral  refolved 
to  make  no  farther  Attempts  upon  them,  till  they  ftiould 
enter  the  Streights  of  Dover ,  where  he  knew  Lord 
Henry  Seymour ,  and  Sir  TVilham  Winter  waited  for  them 
with  a  frefh  Squadron.  He  alfo  took  this  Opportunity  of 
knighting  Lord  Thomas  Howard ,  Lord  Sheffield ,  Rogei 
Townfend,  Admiral  Hawkins ,  and  Captain  Forbijher ,  for 
their  gallant  Behaviour  throughout  the  Engagement  A 

The 


-  Stowe’s  Annals,  and  Sir  William  Monfoa’s  Naval  Trads. 
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The  Wind  favouring  the  SpaniJl)  Fleet,  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  Courfe  up  the  Channel,  with  the  Englifh  Ships 
clofe  to  their  Rear.  The  ftrength  of  the  Spaniards  had 
not  only  alarmed,  hut  excited  the  Courage  of  the  whole 
Nation,  infomuch  that  every  Man  of  Quality  and  For¬ 
tune  was  ambitious  of  diftinguifliing  himfelf  upon  this 
Occafion  again  ft  the  common  Enemy.  With  this  View 
the  Earls  of  Oxford ,  Northumberland \  and  Cumberland \ 
Sir  Thomas  Cecil ,  Sir  Robert  Cecil ,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh , 
Sir  Thomas  Vavafor ,  and  many  others,  fitted  out  Ships  at 
their  own  Expence,  and  went  moft  of  them  in  Perfoa 
to  attend  the  Admiral.  Men  of  lower  Rank  fhewed 
their  Zeal  and  Loyalty,  by  fending  Ammunition  and 
Provifions;  and  fo  unanimous  were  all  Men  againft  thefe 
Foreigners,  that  even  the  Papifts,  whom  the  Spaniards 
expended  to  have  found  in  Arms,  were  glad  to  wipe  off 
the  Afperfions  which  had  been  thrown  upon  them,  by 
ferving  as  common  Soldiers.  When,  therefore,  the  Spa* 
nijh  Fleet  anchored  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  July  be¬ 
fore  Calais ,  the  Englifh  Admiral  had  with  him  near  a  / 
hundred  and  forty  Ships,  which  enabled  him  to  gall 
the  Enemy  extremely.  But,  perceiving  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  that  the  Spaniards  had  fo  difpofed  their  great  Ships, 
that  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  Matter  to  put  them  again 
into  Dffiorder,  he  refolved  to  pradlife  an  Expedient  long 
before  thought  of,  in  cafe  the  Enemy  fhould  have  come 
up  the  River  Thames ,  which  was  converting  fome  of 
their  worft  Vefiels  into  Fire-Ships.  This  Method  he 
accordingly  purfued,  filling  eight  large  Barks  with  all 
forts  of  combuftible  Matter,  and  fending  them  under  the 
Command  of  the  the  Captains  Young  and  Protvfe,  about 
Midnight,  into  the  thickeft  Part  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet, 
VgL'  D  d  where 


/ 
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where  they  fpeedily  began  to  blaze,  and,  as  the  Admiral 
had  forefeen,  obliged  the  Navy  to  feparate,  and  each 
Ship  to  feek  its  own  Safety.  The  next  Day  a  large  Ga- 
Jeafs  ran  alhore  on  the  Sands  of  Calais,  where  fhe  was 
plundered  by  the  Englijh.  Defirous,  however,  of  at¬ 
tempting  fomewhat,  the  Spaniards  again  rendezvoused 
near  Graveling ,  where  they  waited  fome  Time,  in  Hopes 
the  Prince  of  Parma  would  have  come  out ;  but  in  this 
they  were  difappointed,  whether  through  the  Want  of 
Power,  or  of  Will,  in  that  great  General,  is  uncertain.  At 
laft,  finding  themfelves  hard  prefied  by  the  Englijh  Fleet 
which  continued  to  make  a  terrible  Fire  upon  them, 
they  made  a  bold  Attempt  to  have  retreated  through  the 
Streights  of  Dover \  but  the  Wind,  coming  about  with 
hard  Gales  at  North-Well,  drove  them  on  the  Coal! 
of  Zeland ,  but  foon  after  veering  to  the  South-Weft, 
they  tacked  and  got  out  of  Danger.  The  Duke  de 
Medina  Sidonia  took  this  Opportunity  of  calling  a 
Council  of  War,  wherein  after  mature  Deliberation  it 
was  refolved,  that  there  were  no  Hopes  left  of  fucceed- 
ing,  and  therefore  that  it  was  the  moft  prudent  Thing 
they  could  do  to  fave  as  many  Ships  as  poffible3. 

This  Pvefolution  being  once  fixed,  was  immediately 
carried  into  Execution,  and  the  whole  Spanijh  Navy 
made  all  the  Sail  they  could  for  their  own  Coaft,  going 
North-about,  which  expofed  them  to  excefiive  Dangers. 
The  Englijb  Admiral  very  prudently  lent  Lord  Henry 
Seymour  with  a  ftrong  Squadron  to  cruize  on  the  Coaft 
of  Zeland ,  to  prevent  any  Danger  from  their  joining 
s  with 
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with  the  Prince  of  Parma ,  and  afterwards  left  them  to 
purfue  their  Courfe.  When  the  Spanijh  Fleet  arrived  on 
the  Scotch  Coa ft,  and  found  that  Care  was  every  where 
taken  that  they  ihould  meet  with  no  Supply,  they  threw 
their  Horfes  and  Mules  over-board,  and  fudvof  them 
as  had  a  proper  Store  of  Watei*  bore  away  diredtly  fpr 
the  Bay  of  Bifcay  with  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia ,  ma¬ 
king  in  all  about  twenty-five  Ships.  The  reft,  about 
forty  Sail,  under  the  Command  of  the  Vice-Admiral, 
Hood  for  the  Coaft  of  Ireland ,  intending  to  have  wa¬ 
tered  at  Cape  Clare.  On  the  fecond  of  September ,  how- 
ever,  a  Tempeft  arofe,  and  drove  mod  of  them  aihore, 
fo  that  upwards  of  thirty  Ships  and  many  thoufand  Men 
perifhed  on  the  Irijh  Coaft:.  Some  likewife  were  forced 
a  fecond  Time  into  the  Englijh  Channel  where  they 
were  taken,  fome  by  the  Englijh ,  and  fome  by  the  Ro - 
chellers .  Several  very  large  VefTels  werejoft  among  the 
Weftern  Ifles,  and  along  the  Coaft  of  Argylejhire .  Out 
of  thefe  about  five  hundred  Perfons  were  faved,  ,who 
came  into  Edinburgh  in  a  manner  naked,  and  out  of 
mere  Charity  were  cloathed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
City,  who  alio  attempted  to  fend  them  Home  to  Spain  : 
but,  as  if  Misfortunes  were  always  to  attend  them,  they 
were  forced  in  their  Paffage  upon  the  Coaft  of  Norfolk,  and 
obliged  to  put  into  Yarmouth ,  where  they  flayed  till  Advice 
was  given  to  the  Queen  and  Council,  who,  confidering 
the  Miferies  they  had  already  felt,  and  not  willing  to  ap¬ 
pear  lefs  compaffionate  than  the  Scots ,  buffered  them  to 
continue  their  Voyage2. 

Dd  2  Thus 


-  \Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  749.  Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  iii.  p.  226. 
m  tne  Appendix,  Hakluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  608. 
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Thus,  in  the  fhort  Space  of  a  Month,  this  mighty' 
Fleet,  which  had  been  three  Years  preparing,  was  des¬ 
troyed  and  brought  to  nothing.  Of  a  hundred  and  thirty 
Ships  there  returned  but  fifty-three  or  four,  and  of  the 
People  embarked  therein  there  perifhed  twenty  thoufand 
Men  at  leaf!:.  We  may  belt  form  an  Idea  of  their  Lofs 
from  the  Precaution  taken  by  King  Philip  to  hide  it,  by 
publishing  a  Proclamation  to  prohibit  Mourning.  As 
to  the  Courage  and  Conflancy  he  exprefled  upon  this 
Occafion,  I  fhould  be  loath  to  contradict  many  great 
Authorities;  yet  this  is  certain,  that  the  Lord  Treafurer 
Burleigh  received  Intelligence  of  another  kind,  viz.  that 
the  King  fhould  fay  after  Mafs,  that  he  would  fpend  the 
Wealth  of  Spain  to  one  of  thofe  Candlefticks  upon  the 
Altar,  rather  than  not  revenge  himfelf  upon  the  EngliJh'N 
Kis  future  Conduct  agreed  fo  wTell  with  this  Threatning, 
that  we  may  well  conclude,  if  he  did  not  fay,  he  thougnt 
fo,  and  was  therefore  far  from  being  fo  unmoved  at  this 
Difafter  as  is  commonly  reported.  What  might  in  fome 
Meafure  juftify  his  Refentment  was,  the  falling  out  of  this 
Mifchief  through  the  Breach  of  his  Orders,  which  is  well 
remarked  by  a  Writer  of  our  own;  for,  if  the  King’s  In- 
ftruflions  had  been  purfued,  it  is  more  than  proba¬ 
ble  that  Queen  Elizabeth's  Government  had  run  the  lit- 
moll  Hazard  of  being  overturned.  The  Duke  of  Medina 
Sidonia  efcaped  Punifhment,  through  the  Intereft  of  his 
fWife;  but  as  for  Don  Diego  Flores  de  Valdez ,  whofePer- 
fuafions  induced  the  General  to  take  that  rafh  Step,  he 

was  arrefted  as  foon  as  he  fet  foot  on  Shore,  ana  con¬ 
ducted 


Camden’s 


Armais,  p.  418. 
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dudled  to  the  Caftle  of  St.  Andero ,  after  which  he  was 
never  heard  of  more.  The  fame  Writer,  from  whom 
we  have  this  Particular,  remarks  alfo  an  Error  in  the 
Conduct  of  the  Englifh ,  viz.  that  they  did  not  attack 

the  Spanijh  Fleet  after  it  arrived  before  Graveling ,  which, 
however,  he  allures  us  was  not  through  any  Fault  in  the 
.  Admiral,  but  was  occafioned  through  the  Negligence 
of  fome  under- Officers  who  had  the  Direction  of  the 
Military  Stores,  and  had  been  too  fparing  of  Powder 
and  Ammunition;  otherwife,  he  tells  us,  it  was  thought 
the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia  at  the  Perfqafion  of  his 
Confeffor,  w’ould  have  yielded  both  himfelf  and  his 
Ships,  which  it  feems  wete  not  better  provided.  This 
would  have -been  a  Conqueft  indeed,  a  Conqueft  equally 
glorious  and  important,  the  Lofs  of  which  ought  to 
teach  Pofferity  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  cenfuring  great 
Officers,  or  too  remifs  in  punifhing  little  Ones.  As  it 
was,  this  Mifchance  feems  to  have  been  covered  by  the 
many  Favours  bellowed  by  Providence,  and  the  Offen¬ 
ders  to  have  efccaped  through  that  general  Toy  which 
their  Deliverance  from  fo  great  an  Evil  diffufed  through 
the  whole  Nation  c. 

It  feems  to  be  injurious  to  the  Reputation  of  thofe 
brave  Men,  who  on  this  Occafion  atchieved  fuch  great 
Things,  to  give  no  Account  of  the  Force  of  the  EngliJ). ) 
Fleet,  ,which,  however,  I  find  not  in  any  of  our  Hiilp- 
rians;  a  Deficiency  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fupply, 
by  adding  a  Lift  collected  at  that  Time,  and  which,  for 
any  Thing  1  know,  has  not  hitherto  been  pubjiflied  d. 

Dd3  A 


c  Sir  William  Monforfs  Naval  Trails,  p.  172,  173.  Cam¬ 
den,  Stowe,  Hakluyt,  Rapin.  d  Communicated  to  me  by 
the  Revd.  Dr.  Knipe,  Canon  of  Chrift- Church,  Oxen- 
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A  LIST  of  the  Englifto  Fleet  in  the  Y  e  a  r 

i  ^8S. 


T\ 


k  jf  E  N  of  War  belonging  to  her  Majefty,  17 
A  Other  Ships  hired  by  her  Majefty  for  this? 

Service,  ~  J 

T enders  and  Store  Ships,  6 

Furniftied  by  the  City  of  London ,  being  doubled 
the  Number  the  Queen  demanded,  all  well- ^  ^ 
manned,  and  throughly  provided  with  Am-  " 
munition  and  Provifion, 

Tenders  and  Store  Ships,  4 

Furniftied  by  the  City  of  Briflol ,  large  and  ftrongl 
Ships,  and  which  did  excellent  Service,  j  ? 
A  Tender,  1 

From  Barnjlaple ,  Merchant-Ships  converted  lnto7 
Frigates,  J  ^ 

From  T  xetBVj  '  2 

i 

A  flout  Pinnace,  ,  i 

From  Plymouth ,  flout  Ships  every  Way  equal  to-/ 
the  Queen’s  Men  of  War,  j  ? 

A  Fly-Boat,  r 

Under  the  Command  of  Lord  Henry  Seymour 
in  the  narrow  Seas,  of  the  Queen’s  Ships  and  >16 
VefTels  in  her  Service,  } 

Ships  fitted  out  at  the  Expence  of  the  Nobility,' 7  ■ 

Gentry,  and  Commons  of  England,  J  • 

By  the  Merchant-Adventurers,  Prime  Ships,  and  7 
excellently  well  furnifhed,  S 

Sir  William  Winter's  Pinnace,  1 


In  all  143 
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The  Queen  having  Intelligence  that  th e  Spaniards 
meditated  a  fccond  Attempt  upon  her  Dominions,  refol- 


ved  like  a  wife  Princefs  to  find  them  York  at  Home, 
in  order  to  which,  (he  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1589, 


expre&d  her  Royal  Intention  of  alibiing  Don  Antonio  to 
recover  his  Kingdom  of  Portugal c.  The  Expedition 
was  undertaken  partly  at  the  Queen’s  Expence,  and 
partly  at  the  Expence  of  private  Perfons.  Pier  Majefty 
furnifhed  fix  Men  of  War,  and  fixty  thoufand  Pounds: 
Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John  Norris ,  were  joint- 
Commanders,  who  with  their  Friends  adventured  fifty 
thoufand  Pounds:  the  reft  of  the  Charges  was  defrayed 
by  London ,  the  Cinque-Ports ,  Ipfwich ,  Harivich ,  Nezu- 
cajlle ,  &c,  and  the  whole  Navy  confifted  of  a  hundred 
and  forty- fix  Sail  f.  To  which  alfo  the  Dutch  joined  a 
fmall  Squadron g.  The  firft  Exploit  they  performed 
was  landing  near  Corunna ,  commonly  called  the  Groyn , 
which  Place  they  attacked,  burnt  the  adjacent  Country, 
together  with  many  Magazines  of  Naval  Stores,  defeat¬ 
ed  a  great  Body  of  Spaniards ,  and  then  reimbarked  their 
Forces,  and  failed,  as  they  had  firft  defigned,  for  the  Ri¬ 
ver  of  Lifbon  h.  On  their  Arrival  before  Peniche ,  the 
Troops  were  landed,  and  the  Place  quickly  furrendercd 
to  Don  Antonio ;  and  from  thence  Sir  John  Norris  with 
the  Earl  of  EJJbc ,  and  the  Army  under  their  Command, 
marched  by  Land  towards  Lifbon ,  where  they  expected 
to  have  met  the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Fran- 


D  d  4 
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as  Dt  ake\  but,  he  finding  it  impofhble  to  proceed  up  the 
River  with  Safety  to  her  Majefty’s  Ships,  ftaid  at  the 
Cattle  of  Cafcais ,  which  Place  he  took,  and  alfo  feized 
fixty  Sail  of  Ships  belonging  to  the  Hanfe-Towm ,  la¬ 
den  with  Corn  and  Ammunition,  which  with  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Pieces  of  Cannon  were  the  principal 
Fruits  of  this  Voyage1.  It  wras  intended,  indeed,  to  have 
gone  to  the  Canaries ;  but  by  this  Time  the  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  were  fo  weakned  with  Sicknefs,  that  it  was 
thought  more  expedient  to  return.  In  their  PaiTage 
Home  they  landed  at  Vigo ,  took  and  plundered  it,  and 
having  made  home  Addition  to  their  Booty  reached  Eng - 
land.  Sir  Francis  Drake  arriving  at  Plymouth  on  the 
twenty-firft  ot  June ,  and  Sir  John  Norris  with  the  reft 
or  the  Fleet  on  the  third  of  July ,  after  having  been  a- 
bout  ten  Weeks  abroad  k. 

This  Expedition  was  undoubtedly  deftrueftive  to  the 
Spaniards ,  difappointed  all  their  Defigns,  weakned  their 
Naval  Force,  and  fpread  a  mighty  Terror  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  Arms  through  their  Dominions.  But  as  to  any  Ad¬ 
vantages  w hich  the  Proprietors  reaped,  they  were  but  in* 
confiderable,  and  the  Generals  on  their  Return  met  with 
a  cold  Reception  in  England ;  Sir  John  Norris  charging 
Sir  Francis  Drake  with  Breach  of  his  Promife,  and  Sir 
Francis  accufing  him  of  expedling  Services  that  were 
impracticable  from  the  Fleet.  The  chief  Grounds  of 
their  Mifcarriage  were  in  thofe  Days, when  Men  could  beft 

judge 


1  See  all  the  before-cited  Authors  who  write  copioufly  of 
this  Affair,  and  yet  Memoir-Writers  aferibe  our  Mifcarriage 
to  the  Variance  between  our  Generals.  k  Stowe’s  Ann^ls^ 
p.  757.  Holingfhead,  Speed,  Camden,  Rapin, 
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judge,  held  to  be  thefe.  Firft,  they  were  but  indiffer¬ 
ently  manned,  and  vi&ualled,  which  they  were  fenfible 
of  before  they  were  out  of  the  Channel.  Secondly,  their 
landing  at  the  Groyne  was  contrary  to  their  Initrudions, 
gave  the  Men  an  Opportunity  of  drinking  new  Wines, 
and  expefed  them  to  a  great  and  unneceflary  Lofs.  Third¬ 
ly,  the  Difagreement  of  the  Generals  before  Lijbon ,  de¬ 
feated  the  remaining  Part  of  their  Defigns,  and  obliged 
them  to  think  of  coming  Home  fooner  than  they  intend¬ 
ed,  or  was  necefiary  ;  whereas,  if  in  purfuance  of  their 
Inftrudions,  they  had  failed  diredly  to  the  Coafts  Por¬ 
tugal ,  and  landed  their  Forces  there,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  they  had  placed  Don  Antonio  upon  the  Throne 
of  Portugal ,  which  would  have  given  a  mortal  Wound 
to  the  Power  of  Spain ,  and  have  greatly  promoted  the 
Xnterefl  and  Commerce  of  England J. 

The  Difappointmcnts  which  happened  in  this  Voy¬ 
age,  did  not  difeourage  either  the  Queen  or  her  Subjeds 
from  purfuing  the  War  by  Sea,  and  endeavouring  as 
much  as  poffible  to  ruin  the  Maritime  Force  of  Spain , 
and  augment  their  own.  In  order  to  this,  her  Majetly 
fettled  a  Part  of  her  Revenue  for  the  ordinary  Supply 
of  the  Navy,  amounting  to  about  nine  thoufand  Pound* 
a  Year,  and  by  expreffing  a  very  high  Efteem  for  fuch 
young  Lords,  and  other  Perfons  of  Diflindion,  as  had 
fhewn  an  Inclination  to  the  Sea-Service,  fhe  encouraged 
others  to  undertake  yet  greater  Things”1.'  Amongft  others, 

the 


1  Sir  William  Monfonk  Naval  T rafts,  p.  174,  175.  Stowe's 
Apnals,  p/757,  in  whx hove  find  that  on  their  Return,  tfe 
.Soldiers  and  Sailors  thought  of  making  themfelves  amends 
for  their  Difappointments,  by  plundering  Bartholomew  Fair. 
m  Cimden,  Sir  R.  Naunton,  in  his  Fragmenta  Regalia.  Lprd 
Bacon,  in  his  Cnarsu^er  of  Queefl  Elizabeth. 


I 


410  NAVAL  HI  STORY 

the  Earl  of  Cumberland  particularly  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  for  fitting  out  a  flout  Squadron  in  the  Summer  ;  of 
the  Year  1589,  he  failed  with  them  to  the  Tercera-Ifiands , 
where  he  did  the  Spaniards  incredible  Damage,  and  ob¬ 
tained  confiderable  Advantages  for  himfelf  and  for  his 
.r  i  tends.  The  Ifland  of  Fay  all  he  reduced,  took  the 
City  and  Caitle,  from  W'hence  he  carried  forty-five  Pieces 
of  Cannon ;  forced  the  Ifland  of  Gracibfa  to  a  Compe¬ 
tition,  and  took  feveral  rich  Ships,  amongft  the  refi,  one, 
the  Cargo  of  which  v/as  valued  at  upwards  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds,  which  in  his  Return,  however,  was 
,  fofi  in  Mount's- Bay,  on  the  Coaft  of  Cornwall n.  In  1590, 
Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Sir  Martin  Forhijher  were  at 
Sea  with  two  Squadrons,  and  by  interrupting  the  Return 
of  the  Spanijb  Plate-Fleets  from  America ,  and  other  Ser¬ 
vices,  kept  King  Philip  entirely  employed  at  PJome, 
though  his  Thoughts  were  frill  bufy  in  contriving  another 
Expedition  again  ft  England.  The  fucceeding  Year,  Lord 
Thomas  Howard ,  fecond  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk , 
failed  with  a  Squadron  to  the  Iflancls,  in  hopes  of  intercept¬ 
ing  the  Spanifo  Fleet  from  the  JVeJl- Indies ,  which  was 
now  forced  to  return  Home.  In  this,  he  had  probably 
fucceeded,  if  his  Force  had  been  greater  j  but  having  no 
more  than  feven  of  the  Queen’s  Ships,  and  about  as  many 
fitted  out  by  private  Adventurers,  he  very  narrowly  efcap- 
ed  being  totally  defiroyed  by  the  Spaniards .  For  King 
Philip ,  knowing  the  Confequence  in  cafe  his  Plate- Fleet 
was  intercepted,  refolved  to  employ  that  Force,  which  was 
intended  againft  England ,  for  its  Relief,  and  accordingly 
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lent  an  experienced  Seaman  with  a  Fleet  of  forty-five 
Sail  to  attack  Lord  Thomas  Howard ,  who  very  narrowly 
efcaped  them.  His  Vice-Admiral,  Sir  Richard  Greenville % 
in  the  Revenge ,  was  taken  through  his  own  Obftinacy  ; 
for,  when  the  Enemy  was  in  Sight,  he  would  not  be 
perfuaded  that  it  was  the  Armada ,  but  infilled  that  it  was 
the  American  Fleet,  and  fo  was  furrounded.  He  fold 
his  Life  and  his  Ship,  which  was  the  only  one  of  the 
Queen’s  taken  in  the  War,  dearly  3  for  a  Man  of  War  call¬ 
ed  the  Afcenfion ,  of  Seville ,  and  a  double  Fly-Boat,  full  of 
Men  funk  by  his  Side.  The  Revenge  was  fo  battered,  that 
fhe  could  not  be  carried  into  Spain?  but  funk  at  Sea  with 
two  hundred  Spaniards  on  board  3  and  as  for  Sir  Richard 
Greenville ,  he  died  two  Days  after  he  was  taken,  of  his 
Wounds.  The  very  next  Day  the  Plate- Fleet  arrived, 
which  fhews  the  Uncertainty  of  Expeditions  of  this  Kind  ; 
for,  had  it  come  one  Day  fooner,  or  the  Armada  had  been 
one  Day  later,  the  -Englijh  had  pofiefled  themfelves  of  an 
immenfe  Treafure.  Yet  the  Spaniards  gained  very  hide 
by  their  dear-bought  Succefs ;  for  in  their  Return  Home, 
near  a  hundred  Veflels  were  wrecked,  and  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Wealth  on  board  them  was  loft,  white  Lord 
Thomas  Howard ,  with  his  little  Fleet  ftill  kept  the  Sea, 
and  by  picking  up  Stragglers,  faved  the  Expences  of  his 
Expedition0.  In  1591,  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  made 
another  Expedition  3  and  in  1592,  Sir  Martin  Forbijher , 
and  Sir  John  Boroughs ,  infefted  the  Spanijh  Coaft,  and 
did  much  Mifchief.  In  1594,  the  Queen  lent  a  fmall 
Squadron  to  Sea,  under  the  Command  of’  Sir  Martin 
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Forbi/her ,  to  reduce  the  Port  of  Breft  in  Bretagne ,  which 
the  King  of  Spain  had  taken,  by  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Leaguers  in  France ,  from  King  /A/my  IV.  a  Place  that 
if  it  had  been  long  kept,  would  have  given  the  Spaniards 
great  Advantages  againft  us.  It  was  itrong,  both,  by  Situ¬ 
ation,  and  by  the  Art  and  Expence  employed  in  fortify¬ 
ing  it,  and  had,  befides,  a  numerous  Garrifon  of  Spanifty 
Troops.  Sir  John  Norris ,  with  a  fmall  Englifh  Army 5 
formed  the  Siege  by  Land  ;  Sir  Martin  Forbijher ,  with 
only  four  Men  of  War,  forced  an  Entrance  into  the 
Harbour,  and  having  thus  blocked  up  the  Place  by  Sea, 
landed  his  Sailors,  and  in  Conjunction  with  Sir  John 
Norris ,  ftormed  the  Fort,  which,  though  gallantly  de¬ 
fended,  was  taken  ;  but  with  the  Lofs  of  Abundance  of 
brave  Men,  and  amongft  them,  Sir  Martin  himfelf,  who 
died  of  the  Wounds  he  received  in  that  Service.  The 
fame  Year  Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John  Hawkins 
failed  on  their  laft  Expedition  into  the  Weft-Indies  p. 

The  Spaniards ,  who  Seldom  abandon  any  Defign  they 
once  undertake,  were  all  this  Time  employed  in  fitting 
out  another  Fleet  for  England ;  and  as  an  Earned:  of  their 
In  ten  fiohs,  in  the  Year  1595,  Don  Diego  Brochero ,  with 
four  Gallies,  arrived  in  Mount" s-Bay,  in  Cornwall ,  and 
landing  with  all  his  Men,  burnt  three  little  Places,  viz . 
Moufe  -  Hole ,  Newlin ,  and  Penzance ,  with  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  Church ;  but  without  killing  or  taking  fo  much 

as  a  Man  q.  This,  however,  alarmed  the  Nation,  and 

& 

engaged  the  Queen  to  undertake  an  Invafion  of  the  Spa- 
nifty  Dominions,  to  prevent  any  farther  Vifits  to  her  own ; 
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in  order  to  which,  a  flout  Fleet  and  a  numerous  Army 
were  provided,  under  the  moft  experienced  Officers  of 
thofe  Times. 

The  true  Defign  of  this  Expedition,  was,  to  deftroy 
the  Spanijh  Fleet  in  the  Port  of  Cadiz ,  and  to  make  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  that  rich  City.  The  Force  employ¬ 
ed  was  very  great,  in  all  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  Sail,  of  which,  one  hundred  twenty  fix  were  Men 
of  War,  but  of  thefe,  only  feventeen  were  the  Queen’s 
Ships,  the  reft  were  hired  and  fitted  up  for  this  Voyage. 
On  board  this  mighty  Fleet,  were  embarked  upwards  of 
feven  thoufand  Men  r.  The  joint  Commanders  of  the 
Expedition  were,  the  Earl  of  Efex ,  and  the  Lord  High- 
Admiral  ( Howard )  affiited  by  a  Council  of  War  com- 
pofed  of  the  following  honourable  Perfons,  viz .  Lord 
Thomas  Howard ,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  Sir  Francis  Vere^ 
Sir  George  Carew ,  and  Sir  Conyers  Clifford.  There  was 
befides,  a  Dutch  Squadron,  under  the  Command  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Van  Duvenvoord ,  confuting  of  twenty-four  Ships, 
well  manned  and  victualled.  This  Navy  lay  for  fome 
Time  at  Plymouth ,  till  all  Things  could  be  got  ready, 
and  then,  on  the  firlt  of  June  1596,  failed  for  the  Coalt 
of  Spain  with  a  fair  Wind,  and  the  good  Wifhes  of  all 
their  Countrymen  s. 

Itf  their  Paflage  they  were  divided  into  five  Squadrons, 
and  whereas,  in  former  Expeditions,  great  Inconvenien- 
cies  had  happened  by  the  Enemy’s  having'  early  Intelli¬ 
gence,  in  this  they  were  fo  happy  as  to  arrive  in  Sight  of 
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Cadiz  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  Month,  before  they  were 
either  looked  for,  or  fo  much  as  thought  of.  They  found 
the  Town  indifferently  well  fortified,  and  defended  by 
a  ffrong  Caftle,  In  the  Port  were  fifty-nine  Sppnijh 
Ships,  amongft  them  many  laden  with  Treafure,  and 
nineteen  or  twenty  Gallies.  It  was  refolved  the  fame  Day 
in  a  Council  of  War  to  have  landed  all  their  Forces  at 
St.  SebaJHarfs ;  but  when  they  came  to  attempt  it,  it  was' 
found  impracticable.  After  this,  fome  time  was  loit  in 
coming  to  another  Refolution,  which  was  owing  to  the 
joint  omrnand  ;  for  the  Earl  of  Effex^  who  was  young 
and  warm,  affeCted  to  dictate,  and  on  the  other  Hand, 
the  Admiral,  who  had  as  much  Courage,  and  much  more 
Experience,  could  not  brook  being  treated  in  fuch  a  Man¬ 
ner.  At  laft,  it  was  determined  to  attack  the  Ships  in 

the  Haven,  before  any  Attempt  was  made  upon  the 

/ 

Town  ;  whereupon  a  new  Difficulty  arofe,  which  wTas, 
who  fhculd  command  this  Attack,  firft  demanded  by  the 
Earl  of  EJfex ,  then  given-  to  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  laftly 
challenged  and  enjoyed  by  the  Vice- Admiral,  Lord  Tho¬ 
mas  Howard.  In  the  Execution  of  it,  fome  Errors  were 
committed  by  the  Englijh ,  through  too  great  Heat  and 
Emulation  of  their  Commanders  •,  but  others  more  grofs 
and  fatal  by  the  Spaniards ,  who,  when  they  found  them- 
felves  compelled  to  fly,  did  it  without  any  Precaution, 
whereby  they  might  have  provided  for  their  Safety ;  for 
inflead  of  running  their  Ships  afhore  under  the  Town, 
where  they  might  have  been  covered  by  their  own 
Artillery,  and  where  at  leaff  their  Men  might  have 
gone  afhore  in  Safety,  they  ran  them  up  the  Bay,  as 
far  from  the  Enemy  as  poffiible;  by  which  Means,  Part 
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fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Englift. b,  and  the  reft  were 
burnt  h 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Earl  of  EJJex  landed  his  Men 
quietly,  the  Enemy  deferting  a  ftrong  Fort  from  which 
they  might  have  done  him  much  Mifchief  $  three  Regi¬ 
ments  a Ifo  were  fent  to  make  themfelves  Mafters  of  the 
Bridge  which  unites  the  Ifland  to  the  Main.  This  they 
performed  with  very  fmall  Lofs,  but  afterwards  quitted 
it  again,  which  gave  the  Gallies  an  Opportunity  of  ef- 
caping ;  another  Overiight,  for  which  no  Account  can  be 
given.  The  Lord  Admiral,  hearing  the  Earl  was  landed, 
landed  alfo  with  the  Remainder  of  the  Forces,  doubting 
much  whether  his  Lordfhip  could  have  kept  the  Place  ; 
and  while  the  two  Generals  were  employed  in  reducing 
the  City,  Sir  / Valter  Ralegh  was  fent  to  feize  the  Ships 
in  the  Harbour  of  Port-Real ,  to  prevent  which,  the  Duke 
of  Medina  Sidoma  caufed  them  to  be  fet  on  Fire,  and 
burnt,  whereby  twenty  Millions  were  buried  in  the  Sea  u 
The  City  and  its  Forts  they  pbflefled  for  a  Fortnight, 
and  the  Earl  of  EJJex  was  very  defirous  of  being  left 
there  wdth  a  Garrifon,  however  fmall  5  which  was,  not- 
withftanding,  over-ruled  by  the  Council  of  War,  and 
then  it  wras  agreed  to  fail  to  Faro,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Algarve ,  where  they  found  the  Place  deferted  by  its  In¬ 
habitants,  and  void  of  Plunder.  To  repair  this  Disap¬ 
pointment,  the  Earl  of  EJJex  was  for  failing  to  the  Azores , 

and 
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and  there  waiting  for  the  E aft -India  Ships ;  but  in  this 
too  he  was  over-ruled,  becaufe  there  was  a  great  Com- 

f 

plaint  of  the  Want  of  Provifion  and  Ammunition  on 
board  their  Fleet.  In  their  Return,  they  looked  into  the 
Ports  of  the  Groyne ,  St.  Andero ,  and  St.  Sebajliarfs , 
where  they  expedled  to  find  Ships,  but  met  with  none ; 
and  after  this,  nothing  remarkable  happened,  till  their 
Arrival  in  England r,  which  was  on  the  8th  of  Auguji  the 
fame  Year.  They  brought  with  them  two  Galleons,  a 
hundred  Brafs  Guns,  and  an  immenfe  Booty,  the  De¬ 
fire  of  keeping  which,  is  thought  to  have  hindered  them 
from  performing  more.  But  with  Refpedt  to  the  Da¬ 
mage  done  the  Spaniards ,  it  is  not  eafy  to  form  any 
Computation  thereof.  However,  this  we  know,  that 
they  burnt  eleven  Men  of  W ar,  forty  Ships  from  the 
Indies ,  four  large  Merchant-Men  befides,  and  many  Ma¬ 
gazines  of  Ammunition  and  Provifion  ;  fo  that,  however 
the  People  might  murmur  here  at  Home  about  the  Mif- 
carriage  of  this  Voyage,  as  it  appears  they  did,  yet  tak¬ 
ing  all  Things  together,  it  anfwered  very  well,  and 
difirefied  the  Enemy  exceffively  w. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1597,  the  King  of  Spain 
fitted  put  a  frefh  Armada  from  Lifbon ,  compofed  not 
only  of  his  own  Ships  and  Gallies,  but  alfo  of  ail  that 
he  could  take  up,  or  hire  in  Italy  ^  or  elfewhere.  On 
board  of  thefe,  he  embarked  a  great  Body  of  Troops, 
efpecially  of  the  Irijb^  intending  to  have  invaded  both 

England 
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England  and  Ireland ;  but  the  Winds  difappointed  him, 
fcattered  his  Fleet,  and  call  away  thirty-fix  Sail.  In  the 
mean  Time  the  Queen  refolved  to  fit  out  another  Fleet 
under  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  EJJex ,  with  an  In¬ 
tent  to  intercept  the  Plate-Fleet  near  the  Azores ,  after 
burning  fuch  Veflels  as  were  in  the  Harbours  of  the  Groyne 
and  Ferrol.  This  Fleet  confifred  of  forty  Men  of  War, 
and  feventy  other  Ships,  to  which  the  Dutch  added  ten 
Men  of  War,  under  Sir  John  Vajiduveinvoord^  who 
was  knighted  in  the  former  Expedition  x.  They  failed 
from  Plymouth  the  ninth  of  July  ;  but  a  Storm  arifing, 
they  were  forced  back  thither  again,  and  did  not  fail  the 
fecond  Time  till  the  feventh  of  Auguft *  They  did  their 
belt  Endeavour  to  perform  the  firfr  Part  of  their  Infrruc- 
tions,  but  finding  it  impra&icable,  they  thought  it  beft 
to  freer  for  the  Ifiands,  which  accordingly  they  did.  In 
this  Voyage  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Ship  fprung  a  Mafr, 
which,  however,  did  not  hinder  him,  when  he  had  re¬ 
paired  his  Lofs,  from  proceeding  to  the  Place  of  Ren- 
desvouz,  which  was  the  Ifiand  of  Flores .  He  had  fcarce 
began  to  Wood  and  Water  there,  before  the  Earl  of 
EJJex  lent  him  Orders  to  follow  him  to  Fayal,  which 
Ifiand  the  General  himfelf  intended  to  attempt.  Ralegh 
obeyed  him ;  but  not  finding  EJJex  on  his  Arrival,  and 
perceiving  that  the  People  were  fecuring  their  Goods, 
throwing  up  Retrenchments,  and  making  every  other 
Preparation  necefiary  for  their  Defence,  he  with  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  his  Officers  refolved,  in  cafe  EJJex  did  not  arrive 
in  four  Days,  to  attempt  the  Reduction  of  the  Ifiand, 
Vol.  I.  E  e  which 
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which  accordingly  he  performed ;  but  though  he  got  Re¬ 
putation  by  this  Exploit,  yet  he  loft  the  General’s  Friend- 
fhip,  fo  that  thence  forward  a  Coldnefs  prevailed,  which 
afterwards  encreafed  to  open  Hatred  L 

After  Arrival  they  failed  together  to  Gra- 

ciofa ,  which  immediately  fubmitted.  Here  the  Gene¬ 
ral  intended  to  have  ftayed,  and,  if  he  had  done  fo,  un¬ 
doubtedly  it  had  anfwered  his  Purpofe,  and  he  had  taken 
the  whole  Spanijh  Fleet ;  but  being  a  Perfon  too  eafily 
wrought  to  alter  his  Purpofes,  he  took  another  Method, 
which  gave  the  Spaniards ,  who  arrived  the  next  Day,  an 
Opportunity  of  proceeding  for  Tercera ,  with  the  Lofs 
of  no  more  than  three  Ships,  which  were  taken  by  Sir 
William  Monfon  z.  The  reft  of  the  Fleet,  confiding  of 
about  thirty -feven  Sail,  arrived  fafely  in  the  Port  of  dn- 
gray  which  was  well  defended  by  feveral  Forts,  fo  that 
on  mature  Deliberation  it  was  judged  impracticable  to  at¬ 
tempt  any  Thing  there  with  Succefs. 

The  Earl  of  EJJex ,  vexed  at  this  Difappointment,  re- 
folved  to  do  fomewhat  before  he  returned,  and  there¬ 
fore  landing,  furprized  the  Town  of  Villa  Franca  and 
plundered  it,  after  which  he  reimbarked  his  Forces,  and 
prepared  for  his  Return  home a.  In  his  Paflage  he  had  the 
good  Luck  to  take  a  very  rich  Spanijh  Ship,  which  fell 
into  his  Fleet,  miftaking  it  for  their  own,  and  had  taken 
another  in  the  fame  manner,  but  for  the  Imprudence  of 
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a  Dutch  Captain,  who  firing  haftily  upon  them  frighted 
her  away.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Spaniards  were  me¬ 
ditating  great  Defigns.  The  Abfence  of  the  Englijl. ■? 
Fleet  gave  them  an  Opportunity  of  fitting  out  their  Squa¬ 
drons  from  the  Groyne  and  Ferrol .  With  thefe  they  in¬ 
tended  to  have  made  a  Defcent  in  Cornwall ,  and  to  have 
pofiefied  themfelves  of  the  Port  of  Falmouth ,  in  which 
leaving  a  ftrong  Garrifon,  they  thought  next  of  inter¬ 
cepting  the  Englijh  Fleet  in  their  Return,  when  they 
knew  it  mult  be  weakened  by  fo  rough  and  troublefome 
an  Expedition,  in  which  lb  long  a  Space  of  Time  had 
been  fpent,  and  their  Ships  were  to  return  fo  late  in 
the  Year.  This  Defign,  as  it  was  wifely  laid,  fo  it  was 
well  conduced ;  the  Spanijh  Admiral  joined  his  Squa¬ 
drons  as  he  intended,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  the 
Iilands  of  Scilleyy  almofi :  within  Sight  of  our  Shore. 
There  he  thought  fit  to  call  a  Council  of  War,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  his  Officers  neceflary  Inftrudtions  as  to  the 
intended  Defcent.  But  it  fo  happened,  that,  while  his 
Captains  were  on  Board,  a  very  high  Storm  arofe,  which 
hindered  them  a  long  Time  from  getting  back  to  their 
refpedlive  Ships,  and  afterwards  entirely  feparated  their 
Fleet,  tolling  them  to  and  fro,  fometimes  on  our  Coaft, 
fometimes  on  their  own.  In  this  Storm  eighteen  Capi¬ 
tal  Ships  weie  loft,  feveral  forced  into  Englijh  Ports  were 
taken,  and  the  Spanijh  Admiral  s  Scheme  thereby  entire¬ 
ly  difconcerted.  Nor  did  our  Fleet  efcape  the  Fury  of 
this  F empeft,  but  were  terrioly  beaten;  however,  thele 
Ships  being  light  and  ftrong,  and  manned  by  able  Sea¬ 
men,  they  with  much  ado  reached  our  Weftern  Coaft 
in  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of  October  b.  The 
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Compafs  of  this  W ork,  I  confefs,  ought  to  deter  me  from 
Digreflions ;  but  as  the  principal  Intention  of  it  is  to  give 
the  Reader  a  juft  and  impartial  Notion  of  the  Conduct 
of  our  Naval  Affairs  under  every  Reign,  fo  I  think  my- 
felf  obliged  to  make  a  few  fliort  Reflections  on  the  FaCts 
before  fet  down,  in  order  to  fhew  how  little  we  Hand 
indebted  for  our  Safety  to  the  Management  of  our  own 
Commanders,  or  the  Faults  of  our  Enemies,  and  how 
much  we  owe  to  the  Care  of  Divine  Providence,  which 
a  Heathen  would  have  called  the  Fortune  of  Queen 
Elizabeth . 

This  Expedition  to  the  Azores  might  have  proved,  if 
well  managed  by  us,  the  Ruin  of  the  Spanijh  Power,  and 
as  it  was  managed,  had  well  nigh  been  fatal  to  our  own  j 
fo  much  depends  on  the  Condudl  of  Commanders,  and 
fo  little  Regard  ought  there  to  be  had  to  Title  and  Qua¬ 
lity,  where  the  Safety  of  a  Nation  is  at  Stake.  The 
Earl  of  EJfex  was  chofen  for  this  Command  from  Court- 
Motives,  fuch  as  his  Birth,  Intereft,  andperfonal  Accom- 
plifhments,  though  he  wanted  almoft  all  the  Qualities 
requifite  for  a  Commander  in  chief.  His  Courage  was 
hot  and  fierce,  but  not  lading  or  refolute ;  his  Wit  was 
quick,  but  his  Judgment  flow  and  unfettled ;  and  be- 
fides  all  this  he  wanted  Experience.  Sir  William  Monfon , 
who  went  the  Voyage  with  him,  and  who  appears  e- 
nough  inclined  to  favour  him,  owns  that  their  Mifcar- 
riage  was  entirely  owing  to  his  Lordfhip’s  Incapacity, 
who  was  unable  to  form  any  right  Refolution  of  him- 
felf,  or  to  purfue  fleadily  any  Meafures  recommended  to 
him  by  thofe  who  were  more  knowing  than  he c,  Sir 

'  Walter 
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Walter  Ralegh  fell  into  Difgrace  with  him,  and,  as  Sir 
William  Monfon  fays,  had  fmarted  feverely,  if  the  Earl 
had  not  been  afraid  of  being  called  to  an  Account  for  it 
in  England, ,  and  all  this  for  doing  his  Duty,  for  perform¬ 
ing  the  only  important  Service  done  in  the  whole  Ex¬ 
pedition.  This  demon  Urates,  that  the  Earl  had  no  View 
but  to  his  own  particular  Glory,  and  that  the  public 
Service  was  to  be  poftponed  whenever  it  came  in  Com¬ 
petition  therewith.  By  this  Management  that  Plate- 
Fleet  efcaped,  which,  if  it  had  been  taken,  would  have 
ruined  the  Spaniards  and  made  us.  His  fubfequent  At¬ 
tempts  to  repair  his  own  Honour,  and  to  make  a  Shew 
of  that  Refolution  which  he  really  .‘had  not,  delayed  the 
Return  of  the  Fleet,  and  gave  the  ISpaniJh  Admiral  an 
Opportunity  of  invading  England /  which  an  accidental 
Storm  prevented.  So  much  is  due  to  Truth,  and  to 
the  Intereft  of  the  Nation;  nor  would  I  have  this  looked 
on  as  flowing  from  any  Pique  to  the  Memory  of  the 
Earl  of  EJfex,  who  was  certainly  -a  popular  Nobleman, 
endowed  with  many  Virtues :  but  where  the  Public  fuf- 
fers,  an  Hiftorian  ought  to  fpare  no  Man,  however  fup- 
ported  by  the  Favour  of  his  Prince,  or  the  Folly  of  the 
People d. 

In  1598,  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  fitted  out  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  eleven  Sail  at  his  own  Expence,  with  which  he 
firfl:  attempted  to  intercept  the  Lijbon  Fleet  in  its  Paflage 
to  the  Eajl-Indies.  Being  difappointed  in  this,  he  failed 

Ee  3  to 
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above  afferted,  by  comparing  the  Relation  of  Sir  Arthur 
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to  the  Canaries ,  where  he  made  a  Defcent  on  the  I- 
iland  of  Lancer ot a ,  plundered  it,  and  then  proceeded  for 
America ,  where  he  promifed  himfelfgreat  Things.  The 
Place  he  fixed  upon  was  the  Ifiand  of  Puerto  Rico , 
where  he  landed,  and  took  the  Capital  City  with  fmall 
Lofs.  This  City  he  determined  to  keep,  and  therefore 
re  hi  fed  a  very  large  Ranfom  offered  him  by  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  whom  he  turned  out,  and  Ifhen  thought  of  forti¬ 
fying  the  Place,  with  an  Intent  to  have  cruifed  from 
thence  upon  the  Spanijb  Coafl ;  but  he  wa^  quickly  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Defign  was  impracticable,  Difeafes  fpread- 
ing  amongft  his  Soldiers  and  Seamen  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  Conqueft,  and  to  re¬ 
turn  Home  with  Reputation  rather  than  Reward  e. 

In  1599,  there  was  a  great  Fleet  fitted  out  by  the 
Queen’s  Command :  but  it  feems  rather  with  an  Intent 
to  watch  the  Spaniards ,  than  to  undertake  any  Enter- 
prize  of  Importance;  fince  after  remaining  about  three 
Weeks  in  the  Downs  it  was  laid  up  again.  Yet  this 

1 

Fleet  had  a  great  Effedt  upon  Spain ,  and  all  the  Powers 
in  Europe ,  for  it  was  drawn  together  in  twelve  Days 
Time,  well-vidtualled,  and  throughly  manned,  which 
fhewed  the  Strength  of  our  Maritime  Power,  and  how 
much  it  was  improved  fince  1588  f.  The  next  Year, 
being  1600,  Sir  Richard  Leva  fin  was  fent  to  intercept  the 
Plate-Fleet,  which  Defign  though  it  was  well  contrived 
and  wifely  executed,  yet  failed In  1601,  the  fame 
Admiral  was  employed  in  Ireland ,  where  he  did  good 

Service, 
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Service,  in  obliging  the  Spaniards ,  who  had  landed  a 
confiderable  Body  of  Forces,  to  relinquifh  that  Ifiand  n. 
In  1602,  the  fame  Admiral  in  Conjunction  with  Sir 
William  Monfon ,  was  employed  in  an  Expedition  for  in¬ 
tercepting  the  Galleons,  which  had  infallibly  taken  Ef¬ 
fect,  if  the  Dutch  had  fent  their  Squadron,  purfuant  to 
their  Engagements  with  the  Queen  h  Nothwithftand- 
ing  this  Disappointment*  they  continued  on  the  Coaft  of 
Portugal ,  and  at  length  refolved  to  attack  a  Galleon 
which  lay  with  eleven  Gallies  in  the  Road  of  Cerimbray 
which  was  one  of  the  molt  gallant  Exploits  performed 
in  the  whole  War,  and- therefore  deferves  to  be  circum- 
ftantially  related.  The  Town  of  Cerimbra  was  large 
and  well  built  with  Free-Stone,  defended  by  a  good  Ci¬ 
tadel  well  furnifhed  with  Artillerv.  Above  the  Town, 
on  the  Top  of  a  Mountain,  flood  an  Abby,  fo  fortified 
as  to  command  the  Place,  the  Citadel,  and  the  Road. 
The  Galleon  was  moored  clofe  to  the  Shore,  fo  as  to 
defend  by  its  Fire,  part  of  the  Citadel  and  part  of  the 
Town:  the  Gallies  had  fo  flanked  and  fortified  them- 
felves,  that  they  were  able  to  make  a  great  Fire  upon  the 
Englijh  Fleet,  without  receiving  any  Damage  themfelves, 
till  fuch  Time  as  our  Ships  were  juft  before  the  Town. 
Yet,  in  Spite  of  this  and  many  other  Difad  vantages,  the 
Englijh  Admirals  refolved  to  attack  them,  which  they 
did  on  the  third  of  June .  A  Gale  of  Wind  blowing 
frefh  about  ten  in  the  Morning,  the  Admiral  weighed, 
and  made  the  Signal  for  an  Attack.  The  Vice-Admi¬ 
ral  did  the  like,  and  foon  after  they  fell  upon  the  Enemy 
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with  great  F ury ;  and  though  the  Spaniards  defended 
themfelves  with  much  Refolution,  yet  in  the  End  fe- 

vei-al  of  the  Gallics  were  burnt,  the  Garrifon  driven 
fiom  the  Cadle,  and  the  rich  Galleon  taken  with  about 
a  Million  of  Pieces  of  Eight  on  Board  k.  This  was  the 
lad:  gmat  Exploit  performed  by  Sea  in  this  Reign  ;  for 
tne  Queen,  now  far  in  A  ears,  and  worn  out  with  the 
Cares  and  Fatigues  of  Government,  died  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  Alarchy  in  the  forty-fifth  Year  of  her  Reign, 
and  in  the  feventietb  of  her  Life,  when  fhe  had  fettled 
the  Pro  fella  nt  Religion  throughout  her  Kingdom,  had 
rellored  the  Crown  to  its  ancient  Reputation,  fupported 
her  Allies  with  the  greatefl  Firmnefs,  and  humbled  her 
Enemies,  fo  as  to  compel  them  to  think  of  Peace  l. 

Her  Attention  to  Trade  appears  in  many  Jnflances, 
forne  of  which  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  treat  more  par¬ 
ticularly.  T  he  Merchants  of  the  Hanfe-Towns  com¬ 
plained  loudly  in  the  beginning  of  her  Reign,  of  the 
Treatment  they  had  received  in  the  Days  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Queen  Mary;  to  which  fhe  very  prudently1 
anfwered,  That  as  /be  zuould  not  innovate  any  Thing ,  fo 
fie  would  protect  them  fill  in  the  Immunities  and  Condi¬ 
tion  joe  found  them ,  which  not  contenting  them,  their 
Commerce  was  loon  after  fufpended  for  a  Time,  to  the 
great  Advantage  of  Englijh  Merchants;  for  they  tried 
wnat  they  could  do  themielves  herein,  their  Adventures 
and  Returns  proving  fuccefsful,  they  took  the  whole 

Trade 
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Trade  into  their  own  Hands,  and  fo  divided  themfelves 

to  Staplers  and  Merchant- Ad  venturers;  the  one  refiding 

conftant  at  one  Place,  the  other  keeping  their  Courfe 
and  adventuring  to  other  Towns  and  States  abroad  with 
Cloth  and  other  Manufactures.  This  fo  nettled  the 
Hans,  that  they  devifed  all  the  Ways  that  a  difcontent- 
ed  People  could,  to  draw  upon  our  new  Staplers  or  Ad¬ 
venturers,  the  ill  Opinion  of  other  Nations  and  States ; 
but  that  proving  of  too  fmall  a  Force  to  flop  the  Cur¬ 
rent  of  fo  ftrong  a  Trade  as  they  were  now  run  into, 
they  reforted  to  fome  other ;  whereupon  they  appli- 

0-  1 

ed  themfelves  to  the  Emperor,  as  being  a  Body  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  Empire ;  and  upon  Complaint,  obtained 
Ambafladors  to  the  Queen,  to  mediate  the  Bufinefs,  but 
they  returned  reinfefta .  Hereupon  the  Queen  caufed  a 
Proclamation  to  be  publifhed,  that  the  Merchants  of  the 
Hans  fhould  be  entreated,  and  ufed  as  all  other  Strangers 
in  her  Dominions,  in  Point  of  Commerce,  without  any 
Mark  of  Difiin&ion.  At  laft,  the  Hanfe-Towns  pre¬ 
vailed  fo  far  as  to  gain  an  Imperial  EdiCt,  whereby  the 
Englifh  Merchants  were  prohibited  all  Commerce  in  the 
Empire  ;  this  was  anfwered  by  a  Proclamation,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which,  iixty  Sail  of  their  Ships  were  taken 
in  the  River  of  Lijbon ,  laden  with  contraband  Goods 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Spaniards,  Thefe  Ships  the  Qyeen 
intended  to  have  reflored,  as  defiring  to  have  compro- 
mifed  all  Differences  with  thefe  trading  Cities  5  but  when 
{he  was  informed  that  a  general  Aflembly  was  held  at 
the  City  of  Lubeck ,  in  order  to  cQncert  Meafures  for 
diftreffing  the  Englijh  Trade,  {he  caufed  the  Ships  and 
their  Cargoes  to  be  confifcated  ;  only  two  of  them  were 
releafed  to  carry  Home  the  News,  and  that  the  Queen  had 

the 
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the  greateft  Contempt  imaginable  for  all  their  Proceedings* 
After  this,  Sigifmund  King  of  Poland  interpofed  in  their 
Behalf,  fending  hither  an  Ambaffador  who  talking  in  a  high 
Stile  the  Queen,  in  her  Anfwer,  told  him  plainly,  that  the 
King  his  Mailer  made  no  right  Eftimate  of  his  own  Pow¬ 
er,  and  that  himfelf  was  very  little  fit  for  the  Employment 
in  which  fhe  found  himm.  Thus  we  were  ridded  forever 
of  Foreign  Faftors,  and  our  own  Merchants  elfablifhed 
in  the  Right  of  managing  our  own  Commerce.  In  the 
latter  End  of  her  Reign,  fome  Difputes  happening  with 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  and  he  feizing  the  Englijh  Ships 
that  were  in  his  Ports,  the  Queen  fent  one  Dr.  Parkins 
to  demand  Satisfaction  ;  which  he  did  in  fo  peremptory 
a  Stile,  that  the  Dane  was  glad  to  compound  the  Matter 
for  forty  thoufand  Dollars,  which  he  paid  her  Majelly, 
and  which  fhe  caufed  to  be  divided  among  the  Merchants 
who  were  injured  n. 

These  are  Inflances  of  her  Care  in  obtaining  Re- 
drefs  of  Grievances  in  foreign  Countries,  even  in  the 
moll  perilious  Time,  and  when  her  Affairs  were  in  the 

<* 

utmoft  Embarrafment.  As  to  her  Care  of  Trade  and 
Navigation  in  her  own  Dominions,  we  already  mention¬ 
ed  many  particulars  5  however,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  in  1563,  an  A61  was  made  for  the  better 
Regulation,  Maintenance,  and  Increafe  of  the  Navy0; 
and  in  1566,  there  was  a  Law  to  enable  the  Mailer, 
Wardens,  and  the  Affillants  of  the  Trinity-Houle,  to 
fet  up  Beacons  and  Sea-Marks  L  The  fame  Year  there 

palled 
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pafled  an  Aft  for  incorporating,  and  more  effectually  e- 
ftablifhing  the  Company  of  Merchant- Adventurers  a.  In 
1581,  there  palled  an  Aft  for  the  Increafe  of  Mariners, 
and  for  the  Maintainance  of  Navigation,  and  more  es¬ 
pecially,  for  repairing  the  Trade  to  Iceland,  which  be¬ 
gan  then  to  decay,  and  in  which  there  had  been  employ¬ 
ed  annually  upwards  of  two  hundred  Sail  of  ftout  Ships r. 
In  1585,  the  Queen  eredled  by  her  Letters  Patent,  a 
new  Company  for  the  Management  of  the  Trade  to 
Barbary  %  and  in  the  Year  1600,  [he  incorporated  a  So¬ 
ciety  of  Merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft-Indies\  whence 
the  prefent  Eafl-lndia  Company  is  derived,  as  will  be 
hereafter  {hewn.  Befidesthefe  Marks  of  her  Royal  Fa¬ 
vour,  and  ftridl  Attention  to  the  Commerce  of  her  Sub¬ 
jects,  the  Queen  afforded  others  continually,  by  fend¬ 
ing  Envoys  and  Agents  to  the  Czar ,  to  the  Sbab 
of  Perfia ,  to  feveral  other  Princes  in  the  Eajl-Indies ,  and 
in  Abort,  wherever  her  Interpoiition  could  be  of  any  Ufe 
to  open,  to  promote,  or  recover  any  Branch  of  Traffic, 
as  appears  by  all  the  Hiftories  that  are  extant,  of  her 
Reign  u. 

This  Difpofition  in  the  Queen,  excited  a  like  Spirit 
throughout  the  whole  Nation.  Not  only  Perfons  bred 
to  Trade,  andfome  of  the  middle  Gentry  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  launched  out  into  Expeditions  for  Difcoveries,  and 
planting  new-found  Countries,  but  even  Perfons  of  the 
firft  Diftinclion,  became  Encouragers  and  Adventurers  in 
thefe  Defigns,  fuch  as  the  Lord  Treafurer  Burleigh^ the 

Earl 


s  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  394.  r  An.  xxii.  Eliz. 
cap.  7,  s  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  n.  p.  114.  1  Dated  at 

Welhninfter,  Dec.  31.  A.  R..  43.  and  recited  at  large  in  Pur- 
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Stowe,  Holingihead,  Speed,  Rapiu. 


428  NAVAL  HISTORT,  &c. 

Earl  of  Warwick ,  the  Earl  of  Leicejler ,  &c.  and  fome 
of  them  actually  engaged  in  the  Execution  of  fuch  Pro¬ 
jects,  fuch  as  the  Earls  of  Cumberland ,  and  South¬ 
hampton, ,  Sir  /Trf/Ar  Sir  iirW  Greenville,  Sir 

Humphry  Gilbert,  Sir  Dudley,  &c. w  and  therefore 

we  need  not  wonder  at  the  furprizing  Increafe  of  our 
Maritime  Power,  or  the  Number  of  remarkable  Under¬ 
takings  of  this  Sort,  within  fo  fhort  a  Period  of  Time- 
Let  us  mention  only  a  few.  In  1575,  Sir  Humphry  Gil¬ 
bert  attempted  the  Difcovery  of  a  North-Welt  Paflage. 
In  i577j  Sir  Martin  Forbijher  fought  one  to  the  North 
Ealt  .  Pet  and  Jackman  failed  on  a  like  Delign  in  1580, 
by  the  Direction  of  the  Governor  of  the  Company  of 
Merchant-Adventurers y.  An  Expedition  was  undertaken 
at  a  great  Expence  by  Sir  Hujnphry  Gilbert ,  in  order  to 
fettle  Florida  ;  nor  did  it  mifcarry  through  any  Error  of  the 
Undertaker  z.  The  great  Sir  JValter  Ralegh  would  have 
fettled  Virginia  in  1584,  if  Prudence,  Induftry,  and  public 
Spirit  could  have  effeded  it ;  but  though  he  failed  in  the 
Extent,  yet  he  was  not  totally  defeated  in  his  Hopes,  fince 
he  laid  the  Foundation  of  that  Settlement  which  hath  iince 
fucceeded  fo  happily.  But  it  is  now  Time  to  fpeak  of 

tnofe  great  Men  by  whom  thefe  celebrated  Aftions  were 
atchieved,  and  firft  of. 
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cerned  therein. 
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CHARLES  HO  EE  ARB,  Baron  of  Effing¬ 
ham,  afterwards  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Knight 
of  the  Garter,  and  Lord  High- Admiral  of  Eng- 
land. 

We  have  already  feen  two  Brothers  of  this  Illus¬ 
trious  Family  of  Howard,  fucceffively  Lord  High- Ad¬ 
mirals,  and  we  are  now  to  fpeak  of  another  Howardy 
who  arrived  by  Merit  at  the  fame  high  Honour,  and 
was  alfo  the  Son  of  a  Lord  High-Admiral  of  England 3. 
He  was  born  in  the  Year  1536,  in  the  latter  End  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  his  Father  having  the  Title 
only  of  Lord  William  Howard b.  His  Mother’s  Name 
was  Margaret,  the  Daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Gamage 9 
of  Glamorganshire.  His  Father  being  raifed  to  the  Title 
of  Baron  of  Effingham,  and  Admiral,  this  Son  ferved  un¬ 
der  him  in  feveral  Expeditions,  till  the  Acceffion  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  when  he  was  about  twenty- two  Years  of 
Age c.  His  Father  coming  into  great  Favour  with  that 
Princefs,  he  enjoyed  a  Share  of  it,  and  in  1559,  was 
fent  over  into  France,  to  compliment  King  Charles  IX. 
■who  had  juft  afeended  that  Throne d.  Nine  Years  after¬ 
wards,  he  was  General  of  the  Horfe,  in  the  Expedition 
made  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  againft  the  Earls  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  and  Wefimor eland,  who  had  taken  Arms  in 
the  North,  and  in  crufhing  whofe  Rebellion  he  was  very 

adtive. 


a  See  the  Lives  of  Sir  Edward,  and  Sir  Thomas  Howard, 
afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Uncle  to  this  noble  Lord. 
b  Baronagium  Anglia?,  p.  34,  M.  S.  *  Dugdale’s  Baronage, 
(tfc.  d  Camden.  Annal.  p.  54. 
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a&ivec.  In  the  following  Year,  he  commanded  a  Squa¬ 
dron  of  Men  of  War,  which,  as  we  before  noted,  the 
Queen  was  pleafed  fliould  efcort  Anne  of  Aujlria ,  Daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Emperor  Maximilian ,  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain f. 
In  1571,  he  was  chofen  to  Parliament  as  Knight  of  the 
Shire  for  the  County  of  Surry ,  and  very  foon  after  fuc- 
ceeded  his  Father  in  his  Title  and  Eftate,  who  died  Ja¬ 
nuary  12,  1572,  in  the  great  Office  of  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
and  highly  in  the  Queen’s  Favour  s. 

The  Queen  diltinguifhed  the  Son  as  (he  had  done 
the  Father,  by  railing  him  to  the  higheft  Offices  in  the 
Kingdom ;  not  haftily,  but  by  a  due  Progreffion.  He 
became  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfhold,  an  Office  which 
his  Father  had  enjoyed,  and  on  the  24th  of  April ,  1573, 
he  was  ele&ed  Knight  of  the  Garter h.  Some  of  the 
Writers  of  thofe  Times  fay,  that  he  was  rai fed  to  check 
Leicefter’s  Greatnefs  3  which  is  thus  far  probable,  that  they 
were  certainly  the  moft  oppofite  People  in  the  World  in 
their  Tempers1.  For  whereas  Leicejler  w7as  a  deep  Dif- 
fembler,  exceffively  ambitious,  and  one  who  fought  to 
govern  all  Things ;  the  Lord  Chamberlain  on  the  other 
Hand,  was  an  open,  generous,  public-fpirited  Man,  in 
the  good  Graces  of  the  Queen,  from  his  known  Affedfion 
to  her  Perfon,  and  exceedingly  popular,  as  well  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  Hofpitality,  Affability,  and  other  good 
Qualities,  as  for  the  Sake  of  his  Family.  When  there¬ 
fore  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  died,  in  1585,  the  Queen  im¬ 
mediately  determined  to  raife  the  Lord  Effingham  to  the 

Poft 


e  Holinglhead,  p.  1212.  f  Camden.  Annal.  220,  221. 
E  Holingfhead,  p.  1257.  h  Camden,  Stowe,  Holingfhead, 
Speed.  1  Lloyd’s  State* Worthies,  p.  736. 
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Port  of  High  Admiral,  which  fhe  did,  with  the  general 
Approbation  of  her  Subjeds,  and  much  to  the  Satisfaction 
of  the  Seamen,  by  whom  he  was  exceffively  beloved  k. 

When  the  Spaniards  had  fpent  three  Years  in  prepair¬ 
ing  their  Armada ,  the  Queen  willingly  entrufted  the 
Care  of  herfelf  and  the  Nation,  to  this  noble  Lord,  of 
whofe  Conduct,  and  whofe  Fortune  (he  had  equal  Hopes. 
We  have  already  feen  how  happily  that  important  Con- 
teft  ended  for  the  Honour  of  this  Nation  ;  here,  therefore, 
we  are  to  fpeak  only  of  what  was  perfonally  performed 
by  the  Admiral.  As  foon  as  he  knew  that  the  Spanif) 
Fleet  was  ready  to  fail,  he  put  to  Sea  and  continued 
cruffing  for  fome  Time,  till  the  Court  having  received 
Advice  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  unable  to  make  any 
Attempt  that  Year,  and  the  Latenefs  of  the  Seafon  ren- 
dring  this  probable,  Secretary  Walfingham  wrote  to  him, 
direding,  that  four  of  the  largeft  Ships  Should  be  Sent  into 
Port,  and  the  Seamen  discharged,  to  Save  Expence* 
The  Admiral  wrote  back  to  excufe  his  not  obeying  this 
Diredion,  and  in  the  Clofe  of  his  Letter,  defired,  that 
if  his  Reafons  were  thought  insufficient,  the  Ships  might 
remain  at  his  Expence  h  When  he  received  Intelligence 
from  Captain  Fleming  of  the  Approach  of  the  Spanif 
Fleet,  and  Saw  of  what  mighty  Confequence  it  was  to  get 
out  what  few  Ships  were  ready  in  the  Port  of  Plymouth , 
he,  to  encourage  others,  not  only  appeared  and  gave  Or¬ 
ders  in  every  Thing  himfelf,  but  wrought  alfo  with  his 
own  Hands,  and  with  fix  Ships  only  got  the  firft  Night 
out  of  Plymouth j  and  the  next  Morning,  having  no  more 

than 
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1  Ibid,  720. 


\ 


43a  M  E  M  O  I  R  S  of 

than  thirty  Sail,  and  thofe  the  fmalleft  of  the  Fleet,  at¬ 
tacked  the  Spamfh  Navy  m.  He  fliewed  his  Conduct  and 
Prudence  by  diipatching  his  Brother-in-law  Sir  Edward 
Hobby ,  to  the  Queen,  to  inform  her  of  the  great  Dif- 
proportion  between  the  Enemy’s  Force  and  his  own,  to 
defire  her  to  make  the  proper  Difpofition  of  her  Land- 
Forces,  for  the  Security  of  the  Coafts,  and  to  haften  as 
many  Ships  as  poffible  to  his  Affiftance  n.  His  Valour  he 
difcovered  in  the  repeated  Attacks  he  made  on  a  fuperior 
Enemy,  and  the  Excellency  of  his  cool  Temper  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  paffing  a  whole  Night  in  the  Mid  ft  of  the 
Spani/I)  Fleet,  and  retiring  as  foon  as  he  had  Light  enough 
to  difcover  his  own,  without  Lofs  °,  It  was  owing  to 
his  Magnanimity  and  Prudence,  that  the  Victory  was  fo 
great ;  and  fuch  as  have  fuggefted  that  it  might  have 
been  ftill  greater,  readily  acknowledge  that  this  did  not 
happen  through  any  Fault  of  the  Admiral’s,  who  always 
fhewed  the  utmoft  Alacrity  in  hi's  Country’s  Service  p. 
The  Queen  acknowleged  his  Merit  in  the  moil:  ho¬ 
nourable  Terms,  and,  though  extremely  frugal,  reward¬ 
ed  him  with  a  Penfion  for  Life q ;  and  at  his  Requeft, 
granted  a  Pardon  and  a  Penfion  to  Captain  Fleming ,  the 
Pyrate,  who  firft  brought  the  News  of  the  Spani/h  Fleet’s 
being  on  our  Coafts;  which  I  mention  to  fhew  how  care¬ 
ful  this  great  Man  was,  that  the  Merits  of  meaner  Per- 
fons  fhould  not  be  overlooked  r. 

Iff 


m  See  the  Account  of  this  Vidtory  printed  in  the  firft  Volume 
of  Hakluyt’s  Coliedtion.  n  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  747  0  akluyt 

Vol.  i.  p.  597.  p  See  the  Refledions  made  by  Sir  William 
Monfon  on  this  Adtion,  in  his  Naval  1  radls.  q  Camden,  Stowe, 
Holingfhead,  Speed.  r  Stowe’s  Annals.  p.  795* 
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In  1596,  he  commanded  in  chief  at  Sea,  as  the  Earl 
of  j Effete  did  at  Land,  the  Forces  fent  againft  Spain y  and 
was  at  very  great  Expence  in  providing  for  that  Expe¬ 
dition.  His  Prudence  and  Moderation,  as  well  as  his 
great  Experience  and  Reputation  amongft  the  Seamen 
and  Soldiers,  were  the  principal  Caufes  of  the  Succefs 
the  Englijh  met  v/ith  in  that  Attempt;  and  his  Conduct 
throughout  the  whole  was  fo  wife  and  fortunate,  that 
upon  his  Return  Home,  the  Queen,  on  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  of  October  the  fame  Year,  advanced  him  to  the 
Dignity  and  Title  of  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  (being  de¬ 
fended  from  the  Family  of  Moivbray ,  whereof  fome  had 
been  Earls  of  that  County)  the  Reafons  whereof  are  thus 
inferted  in  his  Patent s. 

“  That,  by  the  Victory  obtained  Anno  1588,  he 
<c  had  fecured  the  Kingdom  of  England  from  the  In- 
<c  va/ion  of  Spain,  and  other  impending  Dangers;  and 
“  did  alfo,  in  Conjunction  with  our  dear  Coufin  Robert 
“  Earl  of  EJfex ,  feize  by  Force  the  Me,  and  ftrongly 
<c  fortified  City  of  Cadiz  in  the  fartheft  Part  of 
cc  Spain ;  and  did  likewife  entirely  rout  and  defeat  ano- 
“  ther  Fleet  of  the  King  of  Spain,  prepared  in  that 

“  Port  againft  this  Kingdom”. - An  honourable 

Preamble  !  but  lefs  needful  in  that  Reign  than  in  any  o- 
ther,  fince  it  was  well  known  that  Queen  Elizabeth  part¬ 
ed  not  with  Titles  till  they  were  deferved,  and  where 
flie  knew  the  Public  Voice  would  approve  her  Favour, 
as  in  this  Cafe  it  did ;  for  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  on 
his  firft  going  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  was  received 
with  unufual  Marks  of  Joy,  fufficiently  teftifing  how 
Vol.  I.  F  f  Worthy 
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worthy  the  bed  Judges  adeemed  him  of  his  new  Dig¬ 
nity,  to  which  the  Queen  fhortly  after  added  another* 
makin^  him  Tudice-Itinerant  of  all  the  Foreds  South  of 
Trent  for  Life t. 

The  next  great. Service  in  which  the  Earl  of  Not - 

t  ¥  ' 

tingham  was  employed,  was  in  1599,  when  the  State 
was  in  very  great  Danger.  On  the  one  Side  the  Spaniards 
feemed  to  meditate  a  new  Invafion,  and  fome  conceiv¬ 
ed  they  were  on  the  very  Point  of  executing  it,  having 
affembled  a  great  Fleet  at  the  Groyne ,  on  Board  of  which 
many  Englifk  Fugitives  were  dire&ed  to  repair.  On 
the  other  Hand,  the  Earl  of  EJ/ex,  who  was  then  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  a&ed  in  a  drange  manner,  treat¬ 
ing  with  the  Rebels  he  was  fent  to  reduce,  and  forming 
fome  Defigns  of  employing  the  Troops  with  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  which  he  was  entruded  by  the  Queen,  to  the 
Didurbance  of  her  Government.  Her  Majedy,  who 
always  placed  her  Safety  in  being  too  quick  for  her  Ene¬ 
mies,  illued  her  Orders  to  the  City  of  London ,  to  fur- 
nifli  immediately  fixteen  Ships  for  the  Reinforcement  of 
the  Navy,  and  fix  thoufand  Men  for  the  Service  by 
Land.  The  like  Directions  being  fent  into  other  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  luch  a  Fleet  and  fuch  an  Army  were 
drawn  together  in  a  fortnights  Space,  as  took  away  all 
Appearance  of  Succefs  from  foreign  and  domedic  Ene¬ 
mies;  and  to  (hew  the  Confidence  fhe  had  in  the  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Fidelity  and  Capacity,  file  was  pleafed  to  repofe 
in  him  the  foie  and  fupreme  Command  both  of  Fleet 
and  Army,  with  the  high  Title  ok  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  -  General  of  all  England,  an  Office 

unknown 
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unknown  to  fucceeding  Times,  and  which  he  held  with 
almoft  Regal  Authority  for  the  Space  of  fix  Weeks,  be¬ 
ing  fometimes  with  the  Fleet  in  the  Downs ,  and  fome- 
times  on  Shore  with  the  Forces u. 

The  unfortunate  Earl  of  EJJex  having  taken  a  fud- 
den  Refolution  to  ^  lea  vc  his  Command  in  Ireland,  and 
return  to  England ,  the  Queen  thought  fit  to  punilh  .this 
Contempt  with  a  fhort  Reftraint,  and  afterwards  fee med 
inclined  to  have  received  him  again  into  Favour;  but  he, 
either  hurried  on  by  his  own  rath  Difpofition,  or  infti- 
gated  thereto  by  fome  defperate  Perfons  about  him,  at¬ 
tempted  to  raife  a  Force  fufikient  to  have  compelled  the 
Queen  to  do  what  he  thought  expedient,  and  failing  in 
this,  retired  with  fuch  as  were  about  him  to  EJfex-Houfe 
in  the  Strand,  where  he  fortified  himfelf,  and  confined 
the  Chancellor,  the  Chief  Juftice  of  England ,  and  other 
Privy  Counfellors  fent  by  the  Queen  to  enquire  into  the 
Grievances  he  pretended.  This  was  on  the  eighth  of 
February  1600 ;  and  the  Queen  faw  herfelf  (in  the  De¬ 
cline  of  her  Life,  and  after  fhe  had  triumphed  over  fo¬ 
reign  Foes  in  the  utmoft  Peril,  from  an  affirming  Fa¬ 
vourite,  who  owed  all  his  Credit  to  her  Kindnefs,  and 
who  had  thus  attempted  a  Rebellion  in  her  Capital)  on 
the  Point  of  being  imprifoned  or  depofed.  In  this  peril- 
lous  Situation  fhe  had  Recourfe  to  the  Loyalty  of  her 
People,  and  to  the  Courage  and  Condud  of  her  Nobi¬ 
lity,  giving  the  Command  of  all  to  the  Lord  Admiral, 
who  fhe  often  faid  was  born  to  ferve  and  to  fave  his 
Country.  He  performed  on  this  Occafion,  as  on  all 

^  ^  2  others. 
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others,  the  utmoft  the  Queen  could  expedt ;  for  he  re¬ 
duced  the  Earl  of  Effex  to  fuch  Diftrefe,  that  he  was 
content  to  yield  himfelf,  and'  when  he  had  fo  done,  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  treated  him  with  all  the  Lenity  and 
Kindnefs  poffiblew.  The  fame  Year  the  Admiral  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Commiflioners  for  executing  the 
Office  of  Earl-Marfhal  of  England x,  and  to  him,  up¬ 
on  her  Death-Bed  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  declare  her 
Intention  as  to  the  Succeffion  in  favour  of  the  King  of 
Scots  y. 

Upon  the  Acceffion  of  King  James ,  he  not  only 
retained  his  great  Office,  and  was  honoured  with  a  large 
Share  of  that  Prince's  Confidence,  but  was  likewife  made 
Choice  of  to  officiate  as  Lord  High  Steward  at  the  Ce¬ 
remony  of  the  Coronation Soon  after  this  he  was 
named  Ambaffador  to  the  Court  of  Spain >  for  the  Con- 
clufion  of  a  ftridt  Intercourfe  of  Friendfhip  with  that 
Crown,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Treaty  made  at  London  the 

j  %  * 

eighteenth  of  Auguji  1604,  wherein  alfo  his  Lordfhip 
was  an  acting  Commiffioner.  It  was  very  requifite  that 
much  State  fhould  be  kept  up  in  this  Embafly;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  was  thought  of,  not  as  a 
Man  of  very  great  Fortune,  but  from  the  known  Ge- 
nerofity  of  his  Temper,  and  the  Number  of  his  De¬ 
pendants,  who  were  content  to  accompany  him  in  this 
Voyage.  Accordingly  he  fet  out  for  Spain ,  with  a  Re¬ 
tinue  wherein  were  fix  Peers  and  fifty  Knights,  and  for 
the  Support  of  this  great  Train,  he  had  an  Appointment 

of  fifteen  thoufand  Pounds,  which  fell,  however,  very  far 

fhort 


v/  Stowe,  Holingfhead,  Speed,  Camden,  Sir  Walter  Ra  egh  s 
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Ihort  of  his  Expences.  During  the  Time  that  he  refi- 
ded  at  the  Court  of  King  Philip  III.  he  was  treated  with 
the  utmoft  Deference  and  Refpetl,  maintained  his  Dig¬ 
nity,  and  did  Honour  to  the  Nation.  At  his  Departure 
the  King  of  Spain  made  him  as  many  Prefents  as  a- 
mounted  to  twenty  thoufand  Pounds a. 

On  his  Return  he  was  not  fo  well  received  at  Court 
as  he  had  Reafon  to  expedl ;  which  was  by  no  means 
owing  to  his  ill  Condudl,  or  to  the  King’s,  himfelf  be¬ 
ing  injured,  and  his  Mailer  abufed,  by  falfe  Reports,  that 
the  Admiral,  while  in  Spain,  had  aflumed  more  State,  and 
adled  with  lefs  Precaution  than  became  him  b.  How¬ 
ever,  he  quickly  recovered  his  Mailer’s  good  Graces,  at¬ 
tended  on  the  Lady  Elizabeth  when  (he  was  married  to 
the  Elector  Palatine ,  and  afterwards  convoyed  her  with 
the  Royal  Navy  to  Flujhing c.  This  was  the  laft  Service  he 
did  his  Country  in  that  Capacity ;  for  being  now  grown 
very  old  and  infirm,  it  was  thought  expedient  that  he 
fhould  refign  his  Office  to  the  new  Favourite  Vi l tiers, 
then  Earl,  and  afterwards  Duke,  of  Buckingham.  Some 
of  the  Memoir-Writers  of  thofe  Days  treat  this  Matter 
in  a  Way  prejudicial  to  the  King’s  Memory,  difgrace- 
ful  for  Buckingham ,  and  not  much  to  the  Reputation  of 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham  d.  It  appears,  however,  upon 
due  Confideration,  that  moil  of  thefe  Stories  are  very 
ill  founded,  and  that  in  Reality  the  Earl  of  Nottingham 
laying  down  his  Poll,  after  he  had  enjoyed  it  with  great 

^  f  3  Honour 


a  See  the  fecond  Volume  of  Winwood’s  Memorials,  p.  69. 
b  Ibid.  p.  91,  92.  c  Wilfon’s  Life  of  King  James  m  Ken- 
net’s  Compleat  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  690,  691 .  d  See 
the  Writer  laft  mentioned,  and  the  Court  and  Character  of 
King  James,  by  Sir  A.  W.  p.  123. 
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Honoui  thirty-two  h  esrs?  wss  neither  une^fy  to  him 

y 

nor  capable  of  fixing  any  Difgrace  on  his  Mailer.  The 
Proportion  came  firft  from  himfelf,  and  was  very  eafily 
agreed  to.  His  Eftate  was  not  great,  and  he  had  late¬ 
ly  married  a  young  Wife,  the  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Murray ,  for  whom  he  was  defirous  of  providing  as  well 
as  for  her  Children,  X  he  I  erms,  therefore,  on  which 
he  confented  to  refign,  were  thefe,  that  a  Debt  of  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred  Pounds  due  from  him  to  the  Crown  Ihould 
be  remitted  %  that  he  fliould  have  an  annual  Penfion  of 
a  thoufand  Pounds f;  and  that,  as  Earl  of  Nottingham^ 
according  to  the  Defcent  of  his  Ancellors,  he  Should 
fit  in  the  Houfe,  and  not  as  a  new  made  Peer  s.  Thefe 
Terms  were  quickly  adjufled.  The  Duke  went  in  Per- 
fon  to  fee  him,  and  to  return  him  Thanks  for  refign- 
ing  in  his  Favour,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he  made  the 
young  Countefs  a  Prefent  of  extraordinary  Value,  he 
carried  his  Refpedl  to  this  venerable  old  Man  as  far  as 
pofiible,  calling  him  always  Father,  and  bending  his 
Knee  when  he  approached  him,  Befides  all  this,  Sir 
Robert  Manfel  who  had  been  once  the  Earl  of  Notting¬ 
ham's  Menial  Servant,  but  then  Vice-Admiral  during 
Pleafure,  by  the  Favour  of  the  Duke  had  that  Office 
confirmed  to  him  for  Life  by  Patent,  which  his  eld  Ma¬ 
iler  took  fo  kindly,  that,  aged  and  infirm  as  he  was,  he 
made  Buckingham  a  Vifit  to  return  him  Thanks h.  On 
the  whole,  therefore,  there  feems  to  be  nothing  difhonou- 

rable  in  this  Tranfadiion;  for  all  Parties  were  ferved, 

and 


e  Camden’s  Annals  of  King  James,  p.  65 1 ,  653 .  *  Au- 

licus  Coquinaris,  p.  169.  &  Camden’s  Annals  of  King  James, 

p.  653.  h  Aulicus  Coquiqarke*  p.  170. 
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and  all  feem  to  have  been  content.  What  is  faid  to  the 
contrary,  Hows  evidently  from  a  Delire  of  prejudicing 
the  World  againfl:  the  Memory  of  Men,  from  Surmifes 
and  Conjectures  ;  a  Method  of  all  others  the  moft 
deftrudive  of  the  End  and  Fruit  of  Hiftory,  which 
ought  to  difcover  the  Truth,  and  thereby  inftrud  fuch 
as  perufe  ir. 

The  remaining  Years  of  his  Life  were  fpent  by  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham  in  honourable  Eafe  and  Retirement 
to  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  which  happened  on  the 
fourteenth  of  December  1624,  when  he  was  eighty- 
eight  Years  old  \  He  was  a  Perfon  extremely  grace¬ 
ful  in  his  Appearance,  of  a  juft  and  honeft  Difpofition, 
incapable  either  of  doing  bad  Things,  or  feeing  them 
done  without  expofing  them.  His  fteady  Loyalty  to 
the  Crown  preferved  his  Reputation  unftained,  and  his 
Fortune  unhurt,  when  the  reft  of  his  Family  were  in 
the  utmoft  Danger  k.  Queen  Elizabeth  knew  and  va¬ 
lued  his  Integrity,  and  preferred  his  Candour  to  the  Po¬ 
licy  of  fome  of  her  greateft  Favourites.  She  had  a  pe¬ 
culiar  Felicity  in  fuiting  Men’s  Employments  to  their 
Capacities;  and  this  never  appeared  more  clearly  thaji 
on  thofe  Occafions  wherein  fire  made  Choice  of  this  No¬ 
bleman,  whofe  Courage  no  Danger  could  daunt,  whole 
Fidelity  no  Temptatign  could  corrupt.  In  public  Em¬ 
ployments  he  affedled  Magnificence,  as  much  as  he  did 
Hofpitality  in  private  Life,  keeping  feven  (landing 
Houfes,  as  Dr.  Fuller  phrafes  it,  at  once  l.  It  is  true, 

F  f  4  we 


1  From  a  MS.  Catalogue  of  Nobility  deceafed,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  James  I.  k  Camden,  Sir  Robert  Naunton  in  his 
Fragmenta  Regalia,  Lloyd’s  State* Worthies,  p.  751.  1  Wor¬ 
thies,  Surry,  p.  84.  < 
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we  meet  with  oppofite  Accounts  of  this  Eord,  his 
CharaCler  and  Conduct,  efpecially  in  the  latter  Part 
of  his  Life;  but  as  thefe  are  only  in  private  Letters, 
written  by  one  apparently  prejudiced  againft  him  of 
whom  he  fpeaks;  and  as  the  rough  Soldier-like  Be^ 
haviour  of  Elizabeth’s  aCtive  Times  fuited  little  with 
the  (tiff  and  folemn  Air  of  the  Statefmen  in  King  James’s 
Court,  we  need  not  wonder,  that  among  thefe  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham  met  with  fome  Detractors  m.  His  Acti¬ 
ons  are  fufficient  to  filence  Envy,  and  to  enervate  the 
Credit  of  malicious  Cenfures.  He  who  beat  the  Spanijh 
Armada ,  equipped  a  Fleet  fufficient  to  ailert  the  Sove¬ 
reignity  of  the  Sea  in  a  Fortnight’s  Time,  and  by  his 
Prefence  alone  difpirited  the  Earl  of  EJJex’s  Adherents, 
mult  have  been  a  very  extraordinary  Man,  though  we 
fhould  grant  his  Enemies,  that  he  was  not  very  learned, 
exprefled  himfelf  a  little  bluntly,  and,  though  a  Man  of 
fo  high  Quality,  had  little  or  no  TinCture  of  thofe  Arts 
which  are  peculiar  to  a  Court. 

I  have  placed  his  Memoirs  here,  becaufe,  though  he 
died  in  the  Reign  of  King  James ,  he  fpent  his  Life  in 
the  Service  of  Queen  Elizabeth .  He  was  indeed  the 
King’s  Ambaflador  in  Spain ;  but  as  he  is  celebrated  for 
being  an  able  Admiral,  rather  than  a  great  Statefman, 

I  thought  it  but  juft  to  place  his  Memoirs  where  they 
might  do  him  moft  Honour.  For  the  fame  Reafon  I 
refer  thofe  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  the  fucceeding 
Reign,  becaufe  the  laft  ACfion  of  his  Life,  and  that 

which 


ta  The  Reader  will  find  enough  of  this  in  a  Letter  of  the 
Earl  of  Northampton  to  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis,  Ambaflador 
ii)  .Spain,  Wiayvood’s  Memorials,  vol  ii.  p.  gi. 
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Which  led  to  his  unfortunate  Death,  fell  out  under  King 
James.  But  it  is  Time  to  refume  the  Thread  of  our  Dif- 
courfe,  and  to  proceed  to  an  Account  of, 

* 

Sir  HUMPHRY  GILBERT  Knt.  an  emi^ 
nent  Seaman,  and  great  Difcoverer. 

'T"'  HIS  Gentleman  was  defcended  of  a  very  ancient 
A  and  honourable  Family  in  Devon/hire ,  feated  there 
at  leaft  as  early,  and,  if  fome  Writers  are  to  be  credited, 
even  before  the  Conqueft a.  His  Father’s  Name  was  Otha 
Gilbert ,  of  Greenway ,  Efq;  his  Mother,  Catherine  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Philip  Champernon ,  of  Modbury ,  in  the  fame 
County,  who  afterwards  married  Walter  Ralegh  of  Far - 
del,  Efq;  and  by  him  was  Mother  to  the  famous  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  half  Brother  to  the  Gentleman  of  whom 
we  are  now  writing5.  He  was  but  a  fecond  Son,  though 
his  Father,  having  a  good  Eftate,  left  him  a  confiderable 
Fortune.  It  was  to  his  Mother’s  Care  that  he  owed  an 
excellent  Education,  which  enabled  him  to  make  the 
Figure  he  did  in  the  World,  and  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  in 
an  Age  fruitful  of  great  Men  c.  His  Genius  naturally 
led  him  to  the  Study  of  Cofmography,  Navigation,  and 
the  Art  of  War ;  which  he  improved  by  a  diligent  Ap¬ 
plication,  as  well  as  by  continual  Pradlice  ;  for  he  ven¬ 
tured  himfelf  early  in  the  Service  of  his  Country,  and  ac¬ 
quired 


a  Collection  of  Arms,  &c.  of  the  ancient  Families  in  Devon¬ 
shire,  by  Sir  J.  Northcote,  Bart.  MS.  b  Sir  William  Poles 
Defcription  of  Devonfhire.  c  See  the  Dedication  of  Mr. 
Hooker’s  Difcourfc  of  Sir  John  Gilbert. 


V 


44 2  MEMOIRS  of 

quired  a  great  Reputation  from  his  A&ions,  before  he 
fet  any  of  his  great  Projects  on  Foot d. 

The  firft  Place  wherein  he  was  taken  Notice  of  for 
his  ripe  Judgment,  as  well  as  for  his  daring  Courage, 
was  in  the  Expedition  to  Newkaven ,  wherein  he  behaved 
with  fo  much  Prudence,  and  his  Attempts  v/ere  attended 
with  fo  great  Succefs,  that,  though  then  but  a  young  Man, 
he  was  much  talked  of,  and  raifed  high  Expeditions  in 
all  who  knew  him.  In  feveral  Expeditions  undertaken 
in  thofe  troublefome  Times,  he  added  to  his  Fortune  as 
well  as  to  his  Fame  ;  and  being  always  ready,  both  in 
Difcourfe  and  with  his  Pen,  to  render  a  Reafon  for  his 
own  Conduct,  and  to  apologize  for  others,  he  came  to 
be  confidered  by  fome  of  the  mpft  eminent  Perfons  in 
the  Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  as  one  capable  of  ren¬ 
dering  his  Country  great  Service,  particularly  in  Ireland , 
where  Men  of  true  Abilities  were  much  wanted  e.  Their 
Conceptions  concurring  with  Mr.  Gilbert's  Views,  and 
v/ith  that  Ambition  of  making  himfelf  known  by  great 
Achievements,  which  was  the  ruling  Paffion  of  his 
Mind,  he  accepted  the  Offers  that  were  made  him,  and 
palTing  over  into  that  Ifland,  became  Prefident  of  Mun- 
tier,  w7here  he  performed  great  Things  with  a  Handful 
of  Men,  and  became  more  dreaded  by  the  drift. ?,  than 
any  Englijhman  employed  in  that  Service.  By  his  In- 
duflry  and  Addrefs,  he  compofed  the  Stirs  raifed  by  the 
Mac  Carthies ,  and  by  his  Valour  and  Activity,  drove 
the  Butlers  out  of  his  Province,  when  they  fwerved  from 
their  Duty.  He  like  wife  forced  James  Fltz-Morris ,  the 


greatefl: 


d  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tracts.  e  Lloyd’s  State 
Worthies,  p.  626. 
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greateft  Captain  among#  the  Irljh ,  to  abandon  his  Coun¬ 
try  f,  .and  feek  for  Safety  Abroad,  and  performed  many 
. other  Things  in  Conjunction  with  his  Brother  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh ,  which  would  well  deferve  to  be  recorded  here,  if 
the  Limits  of  this  Work  would  permit,  or  if  they  fell 
in  with  my  Defign :  but  as  we  mention  him  only  as  a 
Seaman,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  dwell  on  fuch  Addons 
of  his  Life,  as  have  no  Relation  to  that  Character  ;  and 
therefore  let  us  baften  to  the  Propofals  he  made  for'  dis¬ 
covering  a  Paflage  by  the  North  to  the  Indies ,  in  which 
he  laboured  as  rationally  and  as  afiiduoufly,  though  at  the 
fame  Time  as  unfuccefsfully,  as  any  Man  in  the  Age  in 
which  he  lived. 

It  is  not  very  clear,  whether  this  Gentleman  had  ac¬ 
quired  the  Honour  of  Knighthood,  before  his  Return 
out  of  Ireland ,  or  not ;  there  are  Authorities  on  both 
Sides s;  but  I  incline  to  think,  that  he  received  that  Ko-» 
nour  from  Sir  Henry  Sidney ,  Deputy  of  Ireland ,  about 
the  Year  1570,  and  that  he  did  not  come  over  to  Eng¬ 
land  till  fome  Years  afterwards  h.  The  fir#  Difcoveryhe 
made  both  of  his  Knowledge,  and  of  his  Intentions,  was 
in  his  Difcourfe  to  prove  that  there  is  a  North-Weft  Paf- 
fage  to  the  Eaft-lndies ,  which  was  fir#  printed  in  the 
Year  1576,  though  I  conceive  it  was  written  fome  time 
before  \  It  is  a  very  plain,  methodical,  and  judicious  Piece; 

and 


f  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  Si  2.  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  &c, 
£  Prince’s  Worthies  of  Devonfhire,  wherein  he  firft  places  his 
Knighthood,  A.  D.  1570,  afterwards  1577;  but  in  both  af- 
ferts  from  Sir  William  Pole’s  MS.  that  it  was  conferred  by 
Queen  Elizabeth,  p.  327.  h  Supply  of  Ir/ifh  Chronicles  bv 
Hooker,  p.  1 32.  *  This  Treatife  is  itill  preferyed  in  Hakluyt’s 

Voyages,  vcl.  iii.  p,  1 1 .  . 
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and  at  the  clofe  of  it,  there  is  an  Account  of  another 
Treatife  of  Navigation,  which  he  had  written  and  intend¬ 
ed  to  publifb,  and  which  is  now  probably  loft.  TheDe- 
fign  of  this  Difcourfe  was,  in  all  Probability,  to  ftir  up 
a  Spirit  of 'Difcovery  in  his  Countrymen,  and  to  facilitate 
a  Defign  he  had  formed,  for  planting  unknown  Countries, 
as  well  as  for  the  Difcovery  of  this  North- Well  Pafiage, 
for  that  he  ftill  had  this,  among  other  Projects  in  View,* 
ts  plain  from  the  Letters  Patent  granted  to  his  Brother 
Adrian  Gilbert,  in  1583.  For  the  prefent,  however,  he 
adhered  to  his  Defign  of  Planting,  and  with  that  View, 
procured  from  the  Queen  an  ample  Patent,  dated  at  Weji- 
minjler,  June  11,  1578,  wherein  he  had  full  Power 
given  him  to  undertake  the  vVeftern  Difcovery  of  A~ 
merica ,  and  to  inhabit  and  poflefs  any  Lands  hitherto  un¬ 
fettled  by  Chriftian  Princes  or  their  Subjects  k. 

■  Immediately  on  the  procuring  thefe  Letters  Pa¬ 
tent,  Sir  Humphry  applied  himfelf  to  the  getting  Partners 
in  fo  great  an  Undertaking,  wherein  at  firft  he  feemed 
to  be  very  fuccefsful,  his  Reputation  for  Knowledge  be¬ 
ing  very  great,  and  his  Credit  as  a  Commander,  through¬ 
ly  eftablifhed ;  yet,  when  the  Project  came  to  be  execu¬ 
ted,  many  flew  off  from  their  Agreements,  and  others, 
even  after  the  Fleet  was  prepared,  feparated  themfelves, 
and  chofe  to  run  their  own  Fortunes  in  their  own  Way  *. 
I  hefe  Misfortunes,  however,  did  not  hinder  Sir  Humphry 
from  profecuting  his  Scheme,  in  which  alfo  he  was  fecond- 
ed  by  his  Brother  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  and  a  few  other 
Friends  of  unfhaken  Refolution.  With  thefe,  he  failed 

to 


k  This  Patent  is  alfo  extant  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  i^r. 
J  See  Mr.  Haies’s  Account  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p,  147. 
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to  Newfoundland ,  where  he  continued  bur  a  fhort  time, 
and  being  then  compelled  to  return,  he  in  his  Paflage 
home,  met  with  fome  Spanijh  Veflels,  from  whom  he 
cleared  himfelf  with  great  Difficulty.  This  feems  to 
have  been  in  the  Summer  of  1579  ;  but  we  have  a  very 
dark  Account  of  it,  without  Dates  or  Circumftances, 
further  than  thofe  which  have  been  already  given  ra.  Yet 
his  Mifcarriage  in  this  his  firft  Undertaking,  was  far  from 
difcouraging  him  ;  for  after  his  Return,  he  went  on  as 
chearfully  as  he  had  done  before,  in  procuring  frefh  A£* 
iillance  for  compleating  what  he  intended,  and  for  pro¬ 
moting  Chriftian  Knowledge,  by  the  means  of  Englijh 
Settlements,  in  undifcovered  Lands.  This  Conduct  of 
his  is  fufficent  to  fhew,  not  only  the  fteadinefs  of  his 
Courage,  but  the  Extent  of  his  Credit,  fince  after  fuch 
a  Difappointment,  another  Commander  would  fcarce 
have  got  any  Adventurers  to  join  with  him  \  which  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  his  Cafe n. 

One  Thing  which  haftened  his  fecond  Expedition, 
was  this,  that  though  his  Patent  was  perpetual,  yet  there 
was  a  Claufe  in  it,  by  which  it  was  declared  void,  in 
cafe  no  Poffeffion  was  taken  within  the  Space  of  fix 
Years.  This  Term  drawing  to  a  Clofe,  Sir  Humphry 
in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1583,  haftened  his  Friends 
in  their  Preparations,  fo  as  by  the  firft  of  fune ,  his 
little  Fleet  was  in  a  readinefs  to  fail.  It  confided  of  five 
Ships.  I.  The  Delight ,  of  the  Burthen  of  120  Tons, 
Admiral,  in  which  went  the  General,  Sir  Humphry  Gilby9 

and 


™  See  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  Mr.  Oldy’s.  p. 
13  n  As  appears  by  Sir  George  Peckham’s  Relation  of 
Sir  Humphry’s  Voyage.  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  165. 
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and  under  him  Captain  William  Winter .  II.  The  Bark 
Ralegh ,  a  llout  new  Ship,  of  200  Tons,  Vice-Admiral, 
built,  manned,  and  victualled  at  the  Expence  of  Sir 
Walter,  then  Mr.  Ralegh ,  under  the  Command  of 
Captain  Butler.  III.  The  Golden  Hindi ,  of  40  Tons, 
Rear-Admiral,  commanded  by  Captain  Edward  Hayes, 
who  was  alfo  her  Owner.  IV.  The  Swallow ,  of  like 
Burden,  commanded  by  Captain  Maurice  Brown .  V.  The 
Squirrel,  of  the  Burden  of  10  Tons,  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  William  Andrews  °.  They  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  eleventh  of  June,  and  on  the  thirteenth 
the  Bai  k,  Ralegh,  returned,  the  Captain  and  moft  of  thole 
on  board  her  falling  Sick  of  a  contagious  Diftemper.  On 
the  30th  of  the  fame  Month,  the  rett  of  the  Fleet  had 
Sight  of  Newfoundland .  On  the  third  of  Auguft,  they 
landed,  the  General  read  his  Commiffion,  which  was 
fubmittcd  to  by  all  the  Englijh  Veflels  upon  the  Coaft; 
and  on  the  fifth,  he  took  Poileflion  of  the  Harbour  of 
St.  John,  in  the  Name  of  the  Queen  of  England,  and 
grantee,  as  her  Patentee,  certain  Leafes  unto  fuch  as 
were  willing  to  take  them.  •  At  the  fame  Time  a  Difco- 
very  was  made  of  a  very  rich  Silver  Mine,  by  one 
Daniel,  a  Saxon,  an  able  Miner,  brought  by  the  Ge¬ 
neral  for  that  Purpofe p.  Sir  Humphry  now  inclined  to  put 
to  Sea  again,  in  order  to  make  the  bell  Ufe  of  his  Time 
in  difccvering  as  far  as  poilible  ;  and  having  fent  Home 
The  Swallow,  with  fuch  as  were  lick,  or  difcouraged 
with  the  Hardfhips  they  had  undergone,  he  left  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  St.  John  s  in  47 0  40.  N,  L.  on  the  twentieth 

of 


•  Ibid,  p,  148. 
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of  Augujl ,  himfelf  in  the  Irnall  Sloop  called  The  Squirrel, 
becaufe  being  light,  fhe  was  the  fitter  for  entering  all 
Creeks  and  Harbours;  Captain  Brown ,  in  The  Delight , 
and  Captain  Hayes ,  in  The  Golden  Hinde .  On  the  27th 
they  found  themfelves  in  the  Latitude  of  440 ;  and  though 
the  Weather  was  fair,  and  in  all  Appearance  like  to 
continue  fo,  yet  on  the  29  th  of  Augujl ,  in  the  Evening, 
a  fudden  Storm  arofe,  wherein  The  Delight  was  loft* 
twelve  Men  only  efcaping  in  her  Boat.  This  was  a  fatal 
Blow  to  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert ,  not  only  with  refpedt  to 
the  Value  of  the  Ship,  and  the  Lives  of  the  Men,  but 
alfo  in  regard  to  his  future  Hopes ;  for  in  her,  he  loft  his 
Saxon  Miner,  and  with  him,  the  Silver  Ore  which  had 
been  dug  in  Newfoundland ,  and  of  which  he  was  fo  con¬ 
fident,  as  to  tell  fome  of  his  Friends,  that  he  doubted 
not  to  borrow  ten  thoufand  Pounds  of  the  Queen  for  his 
next  Voyage  q. 

On  the  fccond  of  September ,  he  went  on  board  The 
Golden  Hinde ,  in  order  to  have  his  Foot  drefted,  which 
by  Accident  he  had  hurt  in  treading  on  a  Nail,  He  re¬ 
mained  on  board  all  Day,  and  thofe  who  were  in  that 
Veflel,  did  all  that  in  them  lay,  to  perfuade  him  to  make 
his  V oyage  home  in  her,  which  he  abfolutely  refufed  to 
do,  affirming,  that  he  would  never  defert  his  Bark,  in 
which,  and  his  little  Crew,  with  whom,  he  had  efcaped 
fo  many  Dangers.  A  generous  but  fatal  Refolution  !  for 
the  Veflel,  being  too  fmall  to  refift  the  Swell  of  thofe 
tempeftuous  Seas,  about  Midnight,  on  the  ninth  of  Sep¬ 
tember 
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Umber ,  was  fwallowed  up  and  never  feen  more r.  In  thd 
Evening,  when  they  were  in  great  Danger,  Sir  Humphry 
was  feen  fitting  in  the  Stern  of  the  Ship  with  a  Book  in 
his  Hand,  and  was  often  heard  to  fay  with  a  loud  Voice, 
Courage,  my  Lads  !  we  are  as  near  Heaven  at  Sea,  as  at 
Land.  Thus  he  died  like  a  Chriftian  Hero,  full  of  Hope, 
as  having  the  Teftimony  of  a  good  Confcience.  Mr. 
Edward  Haies ,  who  accompanied  Sir  Humphry  in  his 
Voyage,  and  who  hath  left  us  an  Account  of  it,  affirms 
that  he  was  principally  determined  to  his  fatal  Refolution 
of  failing  in  Eke  Squirrel ,  by  a  malicious  Report  that  had 
been  fpread  of  his  being  timorous  at  Sea  s.  If  fo,  it  appears 
that  Death  was  lefs  dreadful  to  him  than  Shame ;  but  it  is 
hard  to  believe  that  fo  wife  a  Man  could  be  wrought  up¬ 
on  by  fo  weak  and  inlignificant  a  Reflection. 

Such  was  the  Fate  of  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  I  one  of 
the  worthieft  Men  of  that  Age,  whether  we  regard  the 
Strength  of  his  Underftanding,  or  his  heroic  Courage. 
Some  further  Particulars  relating  to  him  I  might  have 
added  from  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon/hire ;  but  that  I  am 
fufpicious  of  their  Credit,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  tkey 
do  not  agree  well  together ,  befides,  they  are  but  trivial, 
and  iny  Defign  leads  me  to  take  Notice  of  fuch  only  as 
concern  his  Character  f.  The  Reafon  I  have  given  his 
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T  Ibid.  p.  158.  See  alfo  an  Account  of  his  Death,  with 
fome  Remarks  thereon,  and  the  Danger  of  launching  out 
Mens  private  Fortunes  in  felling  Colonies,  Camd.  Annal.  p. 
402.  s  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  voi  iii.  p.  159.  t  He  tells  us  a- 
mongfl:  other  Things,  that  the  Queen,  of  her  particular  Grace, 
gave  to  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  a  Golden  Anchor,  with  a  large 
Pearl  at  the  Peak.  If  this  were  true,  it  is  flrange  that,  in 
the  prolix  Accounts  we  have  of  his  Voyages,  and  in  the  Latin 
Poem  written  exprefly  to  do  him  Honour  by  Stephen  Parmenius, 
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Memoirs  a  Place  here  is  this,  that  he  was  in  a  manner 
the  Author  of  all  our  Plantations,  being  the  firft  who 
introduced  a  legal  and  regular  Method  of  fettling,  with¬ 
out  which  fuch  Undertakings  muff  neceflarily  prove  un- 
fuccefsful.  ,  Befides,  his  Treatife  of  the  North-Weft 
PaiTage  was  the  Ground  of  all  the  Expectations  which 
the  belt  Seamen  had  for  many  Years,  of  actually  find¬ 
ing  fuch  a  Route  to  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  and  though  at  pre- 
fent  we  know  many  Things  advanced  therein  to  be  falfe, 
yet  we  likewife  find  many  of  bis  Conjectures  true,  and  all 
of  them  founded  in  Reafon,and  the  Philofophy  then  com¬ 
monly  received.  I  {hall  conclude  my  Account  of  him 
by  tranfcribing  a  Paflage  which  he  affirms  of  his  own. 
Knowledge,  and  which  I  judge  worthy  of  C'onfide- 
ration,  becaufe  fome  later  Accounts  of  the  SpaniJ, I  Mif- 
lionaries  in  California  affirm  the  fame  Thing.  “  There 
was  fays  he,  one  Salvaterra ,  a  Gentleman  of  Vitlo- 
ria  in  Spain ,  that  came  by  chance  out  of  the  Weji- 
Indies  into  Ireland ,  Anno  1568,  who  affirmed  the 
“  North-Weft  Paflage  from  us  to  Cataia ,  conftantly  to 
“  be  believed  in  America  navigable;  and  further  faid,  in 
the  Prefence  of  Sir  henry  Sidney  (then  Lord-Deputy 
“  of  Ireland)  in  my  hearing,  that  a  Frier  of  Mexico , 
called  Andrew  TJrdaneta ,  more  than  eight  Years  be- 
“  fore  hls  then  coming  into  Ireland,  told  him,  that  he 
“  came  from  Mer  del  Sur  into  Germany  through  this 
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an  Hungarian,  who  accompanied  him  in  his  laft  Voyace  there 

from n°  mfntl.on.of  Perhaps  he  had  this  Circumftance 

f  m  no  better  Authority  than  that  from  whence  he  took  Sir 
Humphry’s  Motto,  which  he  fays  was.  Malian  mori, 
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North-Weft  Paffage,  and  fhewed  Salvaterra  (at  that 
cc  Time  being  then  with  him  in  Mexico)  a  Sea-Card 
cc  made  by  his  own  Experience  and  Travel  in  that  Vo- 
cc  yage,  wherein  was  plainly  fet  down  and  defcribed  this 
North-' Weft  Paffage,  agreeing  in  all  Points  with  Or- 
cc  telius's  Map.  And  further,  this  Frier  told  the  King  of 
“  Portugal ,  as  he  returned  by  that  Country  homeward, 

€C  that  there  was  (of  certainty)  fuch  a  Paftage  North- 
cc  Weft  from  England ,  and  that  he  meant  to  publifh 
*c  the  fame ;  which  done,  the  King  moft  earneftly  de- 
iC  fired  him  not  in  any  wife  to  difclofe  or  make  the  Paf- 
tc  fage  known  to  any  Nation;  for  that  (Paid  the  King) 
if  England  had  Knowledge  and  Experience  thereof, 
cc  it  would  greatly  hinder  both  the  King  of  Spain  and 
<c  me.  This  Frier  ("as  Salvaterra  reported)  was  the  v 
*c  greateft  Difcoverer  by  Sea,  that  hath  been  in  our  Age* 
cc  Alfo  Salvaterra  being  perfuaded  of  this  Pafiage  by  the 
“  Frier  Urdaneta ,  and  by  the  common  Opinion  of  the 
6C  Spaniards  inhabiting  America ,  offered  moft  willingly 
cc  to  accompany  me  in  this  Difcovery,  which  it  is  like 
<c  would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  ftood  in  Doubt  there- 
“  of  u.”  It  is  true,  that  Sir  William  Monfon  dis¬ 
credits  this  Relation,  as  he  endeavours  to  refute  all  the 
Reafons  that  have  been  offered  to  fupport  the  Opinion 
of  a  Paffage  to  the  North-Weft  w;  yet  I  meddle  not  with 
the  Difpute,  but  with  the  Fadt,  which,  as  I  have  faid, 
is  confirmed  by  later  Teftimonies  to  the  fame  Purpofe; 
and  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  there  is  at  this  Time  a 
Gentleman  abroad  who  has  in  View  the  Difcovery  of 
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this  fo  much  contefted  Paflage.  Let  us  now  proceed 

to 

Sir  JOHN  H A IV KIN S9  a  famous  Admiral* 
and  one  who  performed  many  great  Services 
againft  the  Spaniards . 

HIS  Gentleman  was  a  Native  of  Devonfbire ,  as 
well  as  the  former,  and  defcended  alio  of  a  good 
Family,  his  Father  was  Willi  am  Hawkins  ±  Efq;  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  a  good  Eftate,  his  Mother  Joan  Trelawney $ 
Daughter  of  William  Trelawney  of  the  County  of  Corn¬ 
wall^  Efq.  Our  John  Hawkins  was  their  fecond  Son* 
bom  at  Plymouth a,  but  in  what  Year  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find:  however,  from  Circumftances  we  may  ga¬ 
ther,  that  it  could  not  be-later  than  1520.  He  was  from 
his  Youth  addicted  to  Navigation,  and  the  Study  of  the 
Mathematics,  as  indeed  were  all  his  Family,  and  began 
very  early  to  put  his  Skill  in  Pra&ice,  by  making  feve- 
ral  Voyages  to  Spain ,  Portugal ,  and  the  Canaries ,  which 
were  in  thofeDays  extraordinary  Undertakings,  and  mull 
have  given  him  much  more  Experience  than  almoft  any 
of  his  Contemporaies b.  Of  thefe  Voyages  we  have  no 
particular  Account,  any  more  than  of  thole  of  his  Father 
Mr  William  Hawkins ,  who  was  likewife  a  great  Sea¬ 
man,  and  the  firfi:  of  our  Nation  who  made  a  Voyage 
to  Brazil c.  His  Son,  probably,  reaped  the  Benefit  of  his 
Obfervations;  for  he  came  early  into  the  World  with  a 
great  Reputation,  and  was  employed  by  Queen  Eliza- 
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beth  as  an  Officer  at  Sea,  when  fome  of  her  afterwards 
chief  Commanders  were  but  Boys,  who  learned  the 
Skill,  by  which  they  rofe,  from  him. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1562,  he  formed  the  De- 
fign  of  his  firll  famous  Voyage,  advantageous  tohimfelf 
and  mod;  of  his  Proprietors;  but  much  more  fo  in  its 
Confequences  to  his  Country.  In  feveral  Trips  to  the 
Canaries,  where  by  his  Tendernefs  and  Humanity  he 
had  made  himfelf  much  beloved,  he  acquired  a  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Slave-Trade,  and  of  the  mighty  Profit  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  Sale  ®f  Negroes  in  the  Weft-Indies .  After 
due  Confideration  he  refolved  to  attempt  fomewhat  in 
this  Way,  and  to  raife  a  Subfcription  amongft  his  Friends 
(the  greateft  Traders  in  the  City  of  London )  for  opening 
a  new  Trade  firft  to  Guinea  for  Slaves,  and  then  to 
Hijpaniola ,  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico ,  and  other  Spanijb 
Iilands  for  Sugars,  Hides,  Silver,  &c.  Upon  his  Repre- 
fentation  of  the  Affair,  Sir  Lionel  Ducket ,  Sir  "Thomas 
Lodge ,  Sir  William  Winter,  Mr.  Bromfield ,  and  Mr. 
Gunfon ,  whofe  Daughter  Mr.  Hawkins  married,  readily 
joined  in  the  Undertaking.  At  their  Expence  a  little 
Fleet  was  prepared,  compofed  of  the  following  Ships; 
The  Solomon,  of  the  Burthen  of  120  Tons,  in  which  went 
Mr.  Hawkins  himfelf;  The  Swallow,  of  100  Tons,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Thomas  Hampton,  and  a  Bark  of  40 
Tons  called  The  Jonas,  on  Board  of  which  there  were 
about  a  hundred  Men  in  all.  With  this  Squadron  he 
failed  from  the  Coaft  of  England  in  the  Month  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1562,  and  in  his  Courfe  firll  touched  at  Teneriffey 
failed  thence  to  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  where  having  by 
Force  or  Purchafe  acquired  300  Negro  Slaves,  he  tailed 
directly  to  Hijpaniola ,  and  making  there  a  large  Profit 

he 
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lie  returned  fafe  into  England  in  the  Month  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1563  d. 

The  next  Year  he  made  another  Voyage  with  a 
greater  Force,  himfelf  being  in  The  Jefus  of  Lubeck ,  a 
Ship  of  700  Tons,  accompanied  by  The  Solomon ,  and 
two  Barks,  The  Tyger  and  The  Swallow .  He  failed  from 
Plymouth  the  eighteenth  of  October  1564,  proceeded  to 
the  Coaft  of  Guinea ,  and  thence  to  the  Spanijh  Weft- 
Indies ,  where  he  forced  a  Trade  much  to  his  Profit,  and 
after  vifiting  the  Port  oiThe  Havana^ came  Home  through 
the  Gulph  of  Florida ,  arriving  at  Padjtowe  in  Cornwall , 
on  the  twentieth  of  September  1565,  having  loll  but 
twenty  Perfons  in  the  whole  Voyage,  and  bringing  with 
him  a  large  Cargo  of  very  rich  Commodities e.  His 
Skill  and  Succefs  had  now  raifed  him  to  fuch  a  Reputa¬ 
tion,  that  Mr.  Harvey ,  then  Clarencieux  King  at  Arms, 
granted  him  by  Patent  for  his  Creft,  a  Demi -Moor  in 
his  proper  Colour,  bound  with  a  Cord  f. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1567,  he  failed  to  the 
Relief  of  the  French  Proteftants  in  Rochelle ,  and  return¬ 
ing  Home  in  the  Summer,  began  to  make  the  neceflary 
Preparations  for  his  third  Voyage  to  the  Weft- Indies > 
which  he  undertook  fome  Time  afterwards  s. 

Mr.  Hawkins  made  this,  as  he  did  his  former  Voy¬ 
age  in  The  Jefus  of  Lubeck,  accompanied  by  The  Minion 
and  four  other  Ships.  He  failed  with  thefe  from  P/v- 
mouth  the  fecond  of  October  1567.  At  nr  ft  they  met 

Gg  3  with 
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m  uh  fucn  Storms  that  they  had  Thoughts  of  returning 
Home,  but  the  Weather  growing  better,  and  the  Wind 
coming  fair,  he  continued  his  Courfe  to  the  Canaries , 
thence  to  the  Coafl  of  Guinea ,  and  fo  to  the  Spanijh 
America  to  fell  his  Negroes .  The  Governor  of  Rio  de 
la  Hacha ,  refuting  to  trade,  Hawkins  landed,  and  took 
the  Town,  in  which  there  feeins  to  have  been  fome 
Collulion;  for  after  this  they  traded  together  in  a  friend¬ 
ly  manner  till  mod:  of  the  Negroes  were  fold.  Thence 
he  failed  to  Carthagena ,  where  he  difpofed  of  the  reft; 
but  in  returning  Home  being  furprized  with  Storms  on 
e  oaft  Oi  or ida,  he  was  forced  to  fteer  for  the  Port 

of  St.  John  de  Ulloa ,  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay  of 
Mexico .  He  entered  the  Port  the  fixteenth  of  September 
1568,  when  the  Spaniards  came  on  Board,  fuppofing 
him  to  have  come  from  Spain ,  and  were  exceedingly 
frighted  when  they  found  their  Miftake.  Mr  Hawkins 
treated  them  very  civilly,  alluring  them,  that  a  lb  he 
pame  for  was  Provifions;  neither  did  he  attack  twelve 
Merchant-Ships  that  were  in  the  Port,  the  Cargoes  of 
which  were  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  feizing  two  Perfons  of  Diftinc- 
tion,  whom  he  kept  as  Hoftages  wh  le  an  Exprefs  was 

fent  to  Mexico  with  an  Account  of  his  Demands.  The 

*  ’■  • 

next  Day  the  Spanijh  Fleet  appeared  in  Sight,  which 
gave  Captain  Hawkins  great  Uneafinefs;  for,  if  he  kept 
them  cut,  he  was  fenfible  they  muft  be  loft  with  all  they 
had  on  Board,  which  amounted  to  near  two  Millions 
Sterling  $  an  A6t  which,  confidering  there  was  no  War 
declared  againft  Spain ,  he  was  afraid  Queen  Elizabeth 
would  never  pardon.  On  the  other  Hand  he  was  fen? 
fible  that,  the  Port  being  narrow,  and  the  Town  pretty 

populous^ 
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populous,  the  Spaniards  would  not  fail,  if  once  they  were 
fuffered  to  come  in,  to  attempt  fome  Freacheiy.  At 
length  he  determined  to  admit  the  Fleets  provided  the 
new  Viceroy  of  Mexico ,  who  was  on  Board  it,  would 
agree  that  the  Englijh  (hould  have  Victuals  for  their 
Money,  that  Plottages  fhould  be  given  on  both  Sides, 
and  that  the  Ifland,  with  eleven  Pieces  of  Brafs  Cannon 
therein,  fhould  be  yielded  to  his  Crew  while  they  (laid. 
At  thefe  Demands  the  Viceroy  at  firft  feemed  difpleafed, 
yet  quickly  after  he  yielded  to  them,  and  at  a  perfonal 
Conference  with  Mr.  Haivkins ,  folemnly  promifed  to 
perform  them  h. 

At  the  End  of  three  Days,  all  Things  being  con¬ 
cluded,  the  Fleet  entered  the  Port  on  the  twenty-fixth, 
•with  the  ufual  Salutations,  and  two  Days  more  were 
employed  to  range  the  Ships  of  each  Nation  by  them- 
felves,  the  Officers  and  Sailors  on  both  Sides  profeffiing 
a  great  deal  of  Friendfhip.  But  the  Spaniards  intended 
nothing  lefs;  for  they  had  by  this  Time  muttered  a 
thoufand  Men  on  Land,  and  defigned  on  Thurfday  the 
'  twenty-fourth  at  Dinner-Time  to  fet  on  the  Englifo  on 
every  Side.  On  the  Day  appointed,  in  the  Morning, 
the  Englijh  perceived  the  Spaniards  fhifting  their  Wea¬ 
pons  from  Ship  to  Ship,  pointing  their  Ordnance  towards 
them  ;  they  like  wife  obferved  greater  Numbers  of  Men, 
patting  to  and  fro,  than  the  Bufmefs  on  Board  the  Ships 
required,  which  with  other  Circumftances  giving  Grounds 

of  Sufpicion,  Captain  Hawkins  it nt  to  the  Vice-Roy  to 

* 

know  the  Meaning  of  fuch  Movements,  whereupon  the 
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Vice-Roy  fent  Orders  to  have  every  Tiring  removed  that 
J-nght  give  the  Engli/h  Umbrage,  with  aPromife  on  the 
Faith  of  a  Vice-Roy,  to  be  their  Defence  againft  any  vil- 
Ia|nous  Attempts  of  the  Spaniards.  However,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  not  being  fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer,  becaufe  he 
fufpcded  a  great  number  of  Men  to  be  hidden  in  a  Ship 
of  900  Tons,  which  was  moored  next  The  Minion, 
he  fent  the  Matter  of  The  JeJus ,  who  underftood  Spa- 
nijh,  to  know  of  the  Vice-Roy,  whether  it  was  fo  or  not. 
The  Vice-Roy,  finding  he  could  conceal  his  mean  and 
villainous  Defign  no  longer,  detained  the  Mailer,  and 
cauiing  the  Trumpet  to  be  founded,  the  Spaniards  at 
the  Signal  fet  upon  the  Engiijh  on  all  Sides.  Thofe 
who  were  upon  the  Ifland,  being  ftruck  with  Fear  at 
this  iudden  Alarm,  fled,  thinking  to  recover  their  Ships; 
but  the  Spaniards ,  landing  in  great  Numbers  at  feveral 
Places  at  once,  (which  they  might  do  without  Boats, 
the  Ships  lying  clofe  to  the  Shore)  flew  them  all  with¬ 
out  Mercy,  excepting  a  few  who  efcaped  on  Board  The 
Jefus  K 

The  great  Ship,  wherein  three  hundred  Men  were 
concealed,  immediately  fell  on  board  7 he  Minion  but 
fhe  having  put  all  Hands  to  w'ork  the  Moment  their 
Sufpicions  commenced,  had  in  that  fhort  Space,  which 
was  but  half  an  Hour,  weighed  all  her  Anchors.  Ha¬ 
ving  thus  gotten  clear,  and  avoided  the  firlt  Brunt  of  the 
great  Ship,  the  latter  clapped  The  Jefus  aboard  which  was 
at  the  fame  Time  attacked  by  two  other  Ships.  However, 
with  much  ado,  and  the  Lofs  of  many  Men,  fhe  kept 
them  off,  till  flie  cut  her  Cable,  and  got  dear  alfo.  As  loon 
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as  The  Jefus  and  The  Minion  were  got  two  Ships-Jength 
from  the  Spanifh  Fleet,  they  began  the  Fight,  which 
was  fo  furious,  that  in  one  Hour,  the  Admiral  of  the 
Spaniards  and  another  Ship  were  fuppofed  to  be  funk, 
and  their  Vice-Admiral  burned,  fo  that  they  had  little 
to  fear  from  the  Enemy’s  Ships  ;  but  they  fufFered  ex¬ 
ceedingly  from  the  Ordnance  on  the  Ifland,  which  funk 
their  fmall  Ships,  and  mangled  all  the  Mails  and  Rigging 
of  The  Jefus ,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  there  was  no 
Hopes  of  bringing  her  off.  This  being  the  Cafe,  they 
determined  to  place  her  for  a  Shelter  to  TJ:e  Minion  till 
Night,  and  then,  taking  out  of  her  what  Victuals  and- 
other  Neceffaries  they  could,  to  leave  her  behind.  But 
prefently  after,  perceiving  two  large  Ships,  fired  by  the 
Spaniards ,  bearing  down  diredlly  upon  them,  the  Men 
aboard  The  Minion ,  in  great  Confirmation,  without  Con- 
fent  of  either  the  Captain  or  Mafter,  fet  Sail  and  made 
off  from  The.  Jefus  in  fuch  Hafie,  that  Captain  Hawkins 
had  fcarce.Time  to  get  on  board  her.  As  for  the  Men, 
moft  of  them  followed  in  a  fmall  Boat,  the  reft  were 
left  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Spaniards ,  which,  fays  the 
Captain,  I  doubt  was  very  little  k. 

The  Minion ,  and  The  Judith ,  were  the  only  two 
Englijh  Ships  that  efcaped,  and  in  the  Night,  The  Judith  % 
which  was  a  Bark  only  of  fifty  Tons,  feparated  herfelf 
from  The  Minion ,  on  board  which  was  Captain  Hawkins 
and  the  beft  Part  of  his  Men.  In  this  Diftrefs,  having 
little  to  eat,  lefs  Water,  in  unknown  Seas,  and  many  of 
his  Men  wounded,  he  continued  till  the  eighth  of  Ohio- 

her. 
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ber3  and  then  entered  a  Creek  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico ,  in 
order  to  obtain  fome  Refrefhment.  This  was  about  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  Tampico ,  in  the  Lat.  of  230.  36.  N. 
where  his  Company  dividing,  one  hundred  defired  to  be 
put  on  Shore,  and  the  reft,  who  were  about  the  fame 
Number,  refolving,  at  all  Events,  to  endeavour  to  get 
home.  Accordingly  on  the  16th  they  weighed  and  Hood 
through  the  Gulph  of  Florida ,  making  the  belt  of  their 
Way  for  Europe .  In  their  Paffage,  they  were  forced 
to  put  into  Ponte  Vedray  in  Spain ,  where  the  Spaniards 
coming  to  know  their  Weaknefs,  thought  by  Treachery 
to  feize  them  a  fecond  Time  but  they  failed  forthwith 
to  Vigff,  not  far  off.  They  there  met  with  fome  Englifh 
Ships,  which  fupphed  their  Wants5  and  departing  on  the 
20th  of  January ,  1586,  arrived  in  Mount' s- Bay  3  in 
Cornwall ,  the  25th  of  January  following.  As  to  the 

'"I 

Hard  (hips  endured  in  this  unfortunate  Expedition,  they 
cannot  be  more  ftrongly,  or  exadly  pidtured,  than  in 
the  following  Lines,  with  which  Captain  Hawkins  con¬ 
cludes  his  own  Relation  h  “  If  all  the  Miferies  and 
“  troublefome  Affairs,  fays  he,  of  this  forrowful  Voyage 
fhould  be  perfectly  and  throughly  written,  there 
<c  fhould  need  a  painful  Man  with  his  Pen,  and  as  great 
<c  a  Time  as  he  had  that  wrote  the  Lives  and  Deaths 
46  of  the  Martyrs.”  ra  In  Reward  of  his  famous  Adtion  at 

Rio 


1  Camden  AnnaL  p.  352.  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  524,  525. 
Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  iv.  p.  1177.  m  Thefe  are  the  laft 
Words  of  Captain  Hawkins’s  Relation ;  but  the  inquifitive  Rea¬ 
der  may  find  fome  further  Circum (lances  relating  to  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  Voyage,  in  the  Travels  of  Miles  Phillips,  and  of  Job. 
Hartop,  two  of  the  Men  let  on  Shore  by  Sir  John  Hawkins* 
in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  in  Hakluyt's  Collection,  vol.  iii.  p* 
469.  487. 
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Rh  de  la  Hacba ,  Mr.  Cook ,  then  Clarencieux ,  added  to  his 
Arms,  on  an  Efcutcheon  of  Pretence,  Or,  an  Efcallop 
between  two  Palmer’s  Staves  Sable ;  and  his  Patent  for 

this  Augmentation  is  dill  extant n. 

The  next  great  A&ion  of  this  worthy  Seaman,  was 
his  Service  under  the  Lord  High-Admiral  in  1588,  a- 
gainft  the  Spanijh  Armada^  wherein  he  added  as  Rear- 
Admiral,  on  board  her  Majedy’s  Ship  The  Victory,  and 
had  as  large  a  Share  of  the  Danger  and  Honour  of  that 
Day,  as  any  Man  in  the  Fleet,  for  which  he  defervedly 
received  the  Honour  of  Knighthood0;  and  in  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  the  flying  Spaniard 5,  he  did  extraordinary  Ser¬ 
vice,  infomuch  that,  on  his  Return  from  the  Fleet,  he 
was  particularly  commended  by  the  Queen.  In  1590, 
he  v/as  fent  in  Conjunction  with  Sir  Martin  Forbijher , 
each  having  a  Squadron  of  five  Men  of  War,  to  infed 
the  Coads  of  Spain ,  and  to  intercept,  if  poflible,  the 
Plate-Fleet.  At  fird,  his  Catholic  Majedy  thought  of 
oppofing  thefe  famous  Commanders,  with  a  fuperior  Fleet 
of  twenty  Sail,  under  the  Command  of  Don  Alonzo  de 
Bajfan ;  but  upon  more  mature  Deliberation  he  abandoti- 
ed  this  Defign,  dire&ed  his  Ships  to  keep  clofe  in  Port, 
and  fent  Indruddions  into  the  Indies ,  that  the  Fleet,  in¬ 
dead  of  returning,  fhould  winter  there.  Sir  John  Haw¬ 
kins  and  hisCollegue,  fpent  feven  Months  in  this  Station, 
without  performing  any  Thing  of  Note,  orfo  much  as 
taking  a  fingle  Ship.  They  afterwards  attempted  the 
Ifland  of  Fayal ,  which  had  Submitted  the  Year  before  to 
the  Earl  of  Ctunberland ;  but  the  Citadel  being  reforti¬ 
fied. 


n  Prince’s  Worthies  of  Devon,  p.  3  89.  from  the  Copy  of 
this  Patent*  ®  Stowe’s  Annals,  p,  748. 
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lied,  and  the  Inhabitants  well  furnifhed  with  Artillery  and 
Ammunition,  Sir  John  and  his  Aflbciates  were  forced  to 
retreat.  It  muff  be  owned,  that  fmall  Reputation  was 
gained  by  the  Admirals  in  this  Expedition;  and  yet  they 
loft  no  Credit  at  Court,  where  the  I flue  of  the  Bufinefs 
was  better  underftood.  By  compelling  the  Spanijb  Na¬ 
vy  to  fly  into  fortified  Ports,  they  deflroyed  their  Repu¬ 
tation  as  a  Maritime  Power ;  and  the  wintering  of  their 
Plate-Ships  in  the  Indies^  proved  fo  great  a  Detriment  to 
the  Merchants  of  Spain ,  that  many  broke  in  Seville ,  and 
other  Places ;  befides,  it  was  fo  great  a  Weakning  to 
their  V effels,  to  winter  in  the  Indies ,  that  the  Damage 
could  not  be  repaired  in  many  Years.  Thus,  though  no 
immediate  Profit  accrued,  the  End  of  this  Expedition 
was  fully  anfwered,  and  the  Nation  gained  a  very  fignal 
Advantage,  by  grievouf] y  diffreffing  their  Enemies  p. 

The  War  with  Spain  continuing,  and  it  being  evi¬ 
dent  that  nothing  galled  the  Enemy  fo  much  as  the  Lof- 
es  they  met  with  in  the  Indies ,  a  Proportion  was  made 
to  the  Queen  by  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Sir  Francis  Brake , 
the  moft  experienced  Seamen  in  her  Kingdom,  for  un¬ 
dertaking  a  more  effectual  Expedition  into  thofe  Parts, 
than  had  been  hitherto  made  through  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  War ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  they  offered  to  be 
at  a  great  Part  of  the  Expence  themfelves,  and  to  en¬ 
gage  their  Friends  to  bear  a  confiderable  Proportion  of 
the  reff.  There  were  many  Motives  which  induced  our 
Admiral,  though  then  far  in  Years,  to  hazard  his  For¬ 
tune,  his  Reputation,  and  his  Perfon,  in  this  dangerous 

Service, 

p  Camden.  Annal.  p.  620.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval 
Tradts,  p.  177*  Stowe’s  Appals,  p.  807. 
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Service  ;  amongfl  which,  this  was  not  the  lafl,  or  the 
lead,  that  his  Son  Richard ,  who  was  afterwards  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Hawkins ,  was  then  a  Prifoner  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Spaniards ,  and  fome  Hope  there  was,  that  in  the  Courfe 
of  fiich  an  Enterprize,  an  Opportunity  might  offer  of 
redeeming  him q.  The  Queen  readily  gave  Ear  to  this 
Motion,  and  furnifhed  on  her  Part,  a  flout  Squadron  of 
Men  of  War,  on  board  one  of  which,  The  Garland ,  Sir 
John  Hawkins  embarked.  Their  whole  Force  confid¬ 
ed  of  twentyTeven  Ships  and  Barks,  and  on  board  them 
were  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  Men.  Of  all 
the  Enterprizes  throughout  the  War,  there  was  none  of 
which  fo  great  Hope  was  conceived  as  of  this,  and  yet 
none  fucceeded  worfe.  The  Fleet  was  detained  for  fome 
Time  after  it  was  ready,  on  the  Englijh  Coafl,by  the  Arts 
of  the  Spaniards ,  who  having  Intelligence  of  its  Strength, 
and  of  the  Ends  for  which  it  was  intended,  they  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  only  means  whereby  it  might  be  difap- 
pointed,  was  by  procuring  fome  Delay  ;  in  order  to 
which,  they  gave  out,  that  they  were  ready  themfelves 
to  invade  England  ;  and  to  render  this  the  more  proba¬ 
ble,  they  adlually  fent  four  Gallies  to  make  a  Defceni 
on  Cornwall.  By  thefe  Steps,  they  carried  their  Point ; 
for  the  Queen,  and  the  Nation  being  alarmed,  it  was  by 
no  means  held  proper  to  fend  fo  great  a  Number  of  flout 
Ships,  on  fo  long  a  Voyage,  at  fo  critical  a  Juncture. 
At  lafl,  this  Storm  blowing  over,  the  Fleet  failed  from 
Plymouth ,  on  the  28th  of  Augitjl ,  in  order  to  execute 

their 


q  Sir  Richard  Hawkins’s  Obfervations  on  his  Voyage  to  the 
South-Seas,  p.  133. 
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their  grand  Defign,  of  burning  Nombre  de  Dios ,  march¬ 
ing  thence  by  Land  to  Panama ,  and  there  feizing  the 
Treafure  which  they  knew  was  arrived  from  Peru . 
A  few  Days  before  their  Departure,  the  Queen  fent  them 
Advice,  that  the  Plate-Fleet  was  fafely  arrived  in  Spain 3 
excepting  only  one  Galleon,  which,  having  loft  a  Maft* 
had  been  obliged  to  return  to  Porto  Rico ,  the  taking  of  this 
Veffel,  fhe  recommended  to  them  as  a  Thing  very  prac¬ 
ticable,  and  which  could  prove  no  great  Hindrance  to 
their  other  Affair.  When  they  were  at  Sea,  the  Gene¬ 
rals  differed,  as  is  ufual  in  conjunct  Expeditions.  Sir 
John  Hawkins  was  for  executing  immediately  what  the 
Queen  had  commanded,  whereas  Sir  Francis  Drake  in¬ 
clined  to  go  firft  to  the  Canaries ,  in  which  he  prevailed  ‘ 
but  the  Attempt  they  made  was  unfuccefsful,  and  then 
they  failed  for  Dominica ,  where  they  fpent  too  much 

Time  in  refrefhing  fchemfelves,  and  fetting  up  their  Pin¬ 
naces.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Spaniards  had  fent  five 
ftout  Frigates  to  bring  away  the  Galleon  from  Porto 
Rico ,  having  exadt  Intelligence  of  the  Intention  of  the 
Englijh  Admirals  to  attempt  that  Place.  On  the  30th 
of  Odfober,  Sir  John  Hawkins  weighed  from  Dominica, , 
and  in  the  Evening  of  the  fame  Day,  The  Francis ,  a 
Bark  of  about  thirty-five  Tons,  and  the  Sternmoft ,  of 
Sir  John's  Ships,  fell  in  with  the  five  Sail  of  Spanijh 
Frigates  beforemen tioned,  and  was  taken,  the  Confe- 
quences  of  which  being  forefeen  by  Sir  John,  it  threw 
him  into  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  of  which,  or  rather  of  a 
broken  Heart,  he  died,  on  the  21ft  of  November ,  1595* 
when  they  were  in  Sight  of  the  Ifland  of  Porto  Rico * 
and  not,  as  Sir  William  Monfon  fuggefts*  of  Chagrin* 
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on  the  Mifcarriage  in  attempting  the  City  of  the  fame 
Name,  which  in  Truth  he  never  lived  to  fee  r. 

At  fo  great  a  Diftance  of  Time,  it  may  feem 
ftrange  to  enter  into,  or  at  leaft  to  enter  minutely  in¬ 
to,  the  Chara&er  of  this  famous  Seaman  ;  but  as  we 
have  good  Authorities,  and  fuch  Refledtions,  may  be  of 
Ufe  to  Pofterity,  we  think  it  not  amifs  to  undertake  this 
Task  ;  in  performing  which,  we  fhall  ufe  all  the  Care 
and  Impartiality  that  can  be  expedted s.  Sir  John  had 
naturally  ftrong  Parts,  which  he  improved  by  conftant 
Application.  He  was  apt  in  Council  to  differ  from  other 
Men’s  Opinions,  and  yet  was  refer ved  in  difcovering  his 
own  f.  He  was  flow,  jealous,  and  fomewhat  irrefolute, 
yet  in  Adtion  he  was  merciful,  apt  to  forgive,  and  a  ftridfc 
Oblerver  of  his  Word.  As  he  had  palled  a  great  Part 
of  his  Life  at  Sea,  he  had  too  great  a  Diflike  of  Land- 
Soldiers  u.  When  Occafion  required  it,  he  could  diilemble, 
though  he  was  naturally  of  a  blunt  Difpofition.  And  now 
we  are  making  a  Catalogue  of  his  Faults,  let  us  not  for¬ 
get  the  greateft,  which  was  the  Love  of  Money,  where¬ 
in  he  exceeded  all  juft  Bounds  \  Yet,  in  fpight  of  his 

Imperfections, 

— — — i — -  —  — M - T-r-, 

r  Camden.  Anna!,  p,  698,  699,  700.  Sir  William  Monfon’s 
Naval  Trails,  p.  1 82,  183.  l  here  is  alfo  an  accurate  and  co¬ 
pious  Account  of  this  Voyage  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  583, 
As  alfo  in  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  iv.  p.  1183.  See  likewife 
Stowe,  Holingfhead,  and  Speed.  s  In  order  to  this  I  have 
compared  what  is  to  be  met  with  in  Hakluyt,  Purchas,  Monfon, 
Stowe,  and  Sir  Richard  Hawkins’s  Book  as  alfo  whatever 
Notices  I  have  been  able  to  pick  up  from  other  contemporary 
Writers.  4  Sir  William  Mortfcn’s  Naval  Trads.  p.  183. 
u  See  a  very  remarkable  Letter  figned  R.  M.  by  one  who  had 
failed  with  Hawkins  and  Drake,  and  drew  a  Parallel  between 
them.  Purchas,  V.  vi.  p.  1185.  w  1  take  this  from  the  laid 
Letter,  and  from  fome  MS.  Remarks  on  Hakluyt. 
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Imperfections,  he  was  always  efteemed  one  of  the  ableft 
of  his  Profeffion  ;  of  which  thefe  are  no  inconfiderable 
Proofs,  that  he  was  a  noted  Commander  at  Sea  forty- 
eight  Years,  and  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  two  and  twenty 
He  and  his  elder  Brother  William  were  Owners  at  once 
of  thirty  Sail  of  good  Ships  y,  and  it  was  generally  own¬ 
ed,  that  Sir  John  Hawkins  was  the  Author  of  more  ufe- 
ful  Inventions,  and  introduced  into  the  Navy  better  Re¬ 
gulations  than  any  Officer  who  had  Command  therein 
before  his  Time  z. 

Memoirs  of  Sir  FRANCIS  BRAKE ,  a  moft 
eminent  Seaman,  the  firft  who  made  a  Voyage 
round  the  World,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Englyh  Fleet  in  1588. 

T  feems  in  fome  Meafure  to  refiedl  on  the  common 
Notions  about  Nobility  of  Birth,  and  the  Advantages 
of  Blood,  that  the  moll  Illuftrious  Perfons  in  our  Nations 
have  rofe  from  very  cbfcure  Beginnings,  and  have  left 
their  Hiftorians  Difficulties  enough  to  hruggle  with  in  deri¬ 
ving  their  Defcents.  This  is  particularly  true  of  Sir  Fra?tcis 
Brake ,  concerning  whofe  Family  I  mull  confefs,  I  can 
fay  nothing  with  Certainty.  That  he  was  born  in  Devon- 
Jhire ,  ocalioned  his  being  taken  Notice  of  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Prince ,  who  has  left  us  a  Life  of  him,  not  much 
to  be  depended  on 3  -3  and  as  to  early  Writers,  many  of 

them 


x  Camden.  Anna!,  p.  158.  StowAs  Annals,  p.  807.  Sir 
William  Monfon’s  Naval  Tradls.  y  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  807. 
z  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails.  3  Worthies  of  De¬ 
von,  p.  289. 
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them  are  lilent.  According  to  the  Account  given  by  Mr. 
Camden ,  who  profe/Ies  to  have  taken  it  from  his  own 
Mouth,  we  are  told  that  he  was  Son  of  a  Perfon  in 
ordinary  Circumftances,  who  lived  in  a  Village  in  De- 
vonhire ,  and  that  Sir  Francis  Ruff  el ,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Bedford ,  was  his  Godfather.  His  Father  having  em¬ 
braced  the  Proteftant  Religion,  was  obliged  to  quit  his 
Country  and  retire  to  Kent,  where  he  firft  read  Prayers 
on  Board  the  Fleet,  was  afterwards  ordained  a  Deacon, 
and  in  Procefs  of  Time  became  Vicar  of  Upnore.  As 
for  our  Francis  Drake ,  he  was  bound  out  Apprentice  to 
the  Mafter  of  a  coailing  Vellel,  whom  he  ferved  fo 
faithfully,  that  dying  unmarried,  he  bequeathed  his  Ship 
to  Drake ;  which  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Fortunes b. 
I  do  not  doubt,  but  many  of  the  Circumftances  in  this 
Story  may  be  true,  if  brought  into  their  right  Order;  but, 
as  they  ftand  in  Camden ,  they  cannot  be  fo.  For  firft, 
this  Account  makes  our  Hero  ten  Years  older  than  he 
was;  next,  if  his  Father  fled  about  the  fix  Articles,  and 
he  was  born  fome  Time  before,  Francis  Ruffel  could 
have  been  but  a  Child,  and  therefore,  not  likely  to  be 
his  Godfather  c.  Another  Story  there  is,  as  circumftan- 
tial,  and  written  as  early,  which  perhaps  fome  judicious 
Reader  will  be  able  to  reconcile  with  this :  but  whether 
that  can  be  done  or  not,  I  think  it  of  better  Credit.  Ac- 
Vol.  I.  H  h  cording 


Camden  s  Annals,  p.  3H  •  Englifli  Hero,  p.  1 ,  and  Ful¬ 
ler’s  Holy  State,  p.  123.  c  It  appears  by  the  Monumental 
Infcription  on  the  Tomb  of  this  Noble  Perfon,  that  he  was 
bom  A.  D.  1527.  and  was,  therefore,  but  ten  Years  old  at 
Drake’s  Chriftning,  according  to  this  Account;  but  might  well 
be  his  Godfather,  if  born  1545.  See  Collins’s  Peerage,  voi.  i. 
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cording  to  this  Relation  I  find  that  he  was  the  Son  of  m 
honeft  Sailor,  and  born  near  Tavijlock ,  in  the  Year  1545, 
being  the  eldeft  of  twelve  Brethren,  and  brought  up  at 
the  Expence,  and  under  the  Care,  of  his  Kinfman  Sir 
John  Ha  wkins .  I  like  wife  find  that,  at  the  Age  of 
eighteen,  he  was  Purfer  of  a  Ship  trading  to  Bifcay  3  that 
at  twenty  he  made  a  Voyage  to  Guinea ,  and  at  the  Age 
of  twenty- two  had  the  Honour  to  be  appointed  Cap¬ 
tain  of  The  Judith ,  in  the  Harbour  of  St.  John  de  Ulloa 
in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico ,  where  he  behaved  molt  gallant¬ 
ly  under  Sir  John  Hawkins ,  and  returned  with  him 
into  England  with  a  very  great  Reputation,  but  not 
worth  a  Groat  d.  Upon  this  he  conceived  a  Defign  of 
making  Reprifals  on  the  King  of  Spain ;  which,  fome 
fay,  was  put  into  his  Head  by  the  Minifter  of  his  Ship, 
and  to  be  fure  in  Sea- Divinity  the  Cafe  was  clear,  the 
King  of  Spain's  Subjects  had  undone  Mr.  Drake ,  and 
therefore  Mr.  Drake  was  at  Liberty  to  take  the  belt 
Satisfaction  he  could  on  the  Subjects  of  the  King  of 

4 

Spain. e.  This  Doctrine  was  very  taking  in  England , 
and  therefore  he  no  fooner  publifhed  his  Defign,  than 
he  had  Numbers  of  Volunteers  ready  to  accompany  him, 
though  they  had  no  fuch  Pretence  to  colour  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings  as  he  had  f.  In  1570,  he  made  his  firft  Expe¬ 
dition,  with  two  Ships,  The  Dragon  and  The  Swan-,  and 
the  next  Year  in  The  Swan  alone,  wherein  he  returned 
fafe,  if  not  Rich ;  and  having  now  Means  fufficient  to  per¬ 
form  greater  Matters,  as  well  as  Skill  to  condudt  them, 

he'  laid  the  Plan  of  a  more  important  Defign,  with  re- 

•  fpedt 
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Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  So;.  *  Prince’s  Worthies  of  Devon. 
’ q ,  f  Stowe’s  Annals, p,  807,  Camden  s  Annals,  p.  35  A 


Sir  FRANCIS  D  RAKE.  467 

ipeft  to  himfelf  and  to  his  Enemies  This  he  put  in 
execution  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  March  1572,  on 
which  Day  he  failed  from  Plymouth ,  himfelf  in  a  Ship 
called  The  Pafcha ,  of  the  Burthen  of  70  Tons,  and  his 
Brother  John  Drake  in  The  Swan ,  of  25  Tons  Burthen, 
their  whole  Strength  confiding  of  twenty-three  Men  and 
Boys;  and  with  this  inconfiderable  Force  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  July ,  he  attacked  the  Town  of  IS! ombre  de 
Dios,  which  then  fefved  the  Spaniards  for  the  fame 
Purpofes  for  which  they  now  ufe  Porto  Bello ,  He  took 
it  in  a  few  Hours  by  Storm,  notwithstanding  a  very  dan¬ 
gerous  Wound  he  received  in  the  Adtion  5  yet  after  all 
they  were  no  great  Gainers,  but  were  obliged  to  betake 
themfelves  to  their  Ships  with  very  little  Booty.  His 
next  Attempt  was  to  plunder  the  Mules  laden  with  Sil¬ 
ver,  which  palled  from  Venta  Cruiz  to  Nombre  de  Dios  ; 
but  in  this  Scheme  too  he  was  difappointed.  However, 
he  attacked  the  1  own  of  Venta  Cruz ,  carried  it,  and 
got  fome  littie  Booty.  In  their  Return  they  met  unex¬ 
pectedly  with  a  String  of  fifty  Mules  laden  with  Plate, 
of  which  they  carried  off  as  much  as  they  could,  and  bu¬ 
ried  the  red.  In  thefe  Expeditions  he  was  greatly  affid- 
ed  by  a  Nation  of  Indians,  who  are  engaged  in  a  per¬ 
petual  War  with  the  Spaniards .  The  Prince  or  Cap¬ 
tain  of  thefe  People  was  named  Pedro ,  to  whom  Cap¬ 
tain  Drake  prefented  a  fine  Cutlafs  which  he  wore,  and 
to  which  he  faw  the  Indian  had  a  Mind.  Pedro  in 
return,  gave  him  four  large  Wedges  of  Gold,  which 

^  ^  2  ,  Captain 
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Sir  Francis  Drake  revived,  by  Philip  Nichols,  Preacher  s 

i)r°T°  K4  Fage3t  Tb,\ck  LetKr>  Publ,ihed  bF  Sir  Francis 
Vrdkc,  Baronet,  his  Nephew. 
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Captain  Drake  threw  into  the  Common  Stock,  with  thif 
remarkable  Expreffion;  that  he  thought  it  but  juft,  that 
luch  as  bore  the  Charge  of  fo  uncertain  a  Voyage  on  his 
Credit,  fhould  fhare  the  utmoft  Advantages  the  Voyage 
produced.  Then  embarking  his  Men  with  all  the 
Wealth  he  had  obtained,  which  was  very  confiderable, 
he  bore  away  for  England ,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to 
fail  in  twenty-three  Days  from  Cape  Florida  to  the  Ifles 
of  S alky,  and  thence  to  Plymouth,  where  he  arrived 
the  ninth  of  Augujl  1573  h. 

His  Succefs  in  this  Expedition  joined  to  his  honour¬ 
able  Behaviour  towards  his  Owners,  gained  him  a  high 
Reputation,  and  the  Ufe  he  made  of  his  Riches  ftill  a 
greater;  for  fitting  out  three  ftout  Frigates  at  his  own 
Expence,  he  failed  with  them  to  Ireland,  where,  under 
Walter  Earl  of  Effex  (the  Father  of  the  unfortunate 
Earl  who  was  beheaded)  he  ferved  as  a  Volunteer,  and 
did  many  glorious  Attions  \  After  the  Death  of  his 
noble  Patron  he  returned  into  England,  where  Sir  Chri- 
flopher  Hatton,  who  was  then  Vice-Chamberlain  to 
Queen  Elizabeth,  Privy  Counfellor,  and  a  great  Favou¬ 
rite,  took  him  under  his  Prote&ion,  and  introduced 
him  to  herMajefty,  and  procured  him  her  Counte¬ 
nance k.  By  this  Means  he  acquired  a  Capacity  of 
-undertaking  that  grand  Expedition  which  will  render  his 

Name  immortal.  The  Thing  he  firft  propofed  was,  a 
Voyage  into  the  South-Seas  through  the  Streights  of  Ma¬ 
gellan,  which  was  hitherto  what  no  Englljhman  ever 

attempted 


h  See  that  Relation,  as  alio  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  351 
Stowe,  Holingfoead,  Speed,  1  Stowe  s  Annals,  p.  S07 

*  id.  ibid. 
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attempted.  This  Project  was  well  received  at  Court,  and 
in  a  (hort  Time  Captain  Drake  faw  himfelf  at  the  Height 
of  his  Withes;  for  in  his  former  Voyage,  having  had  a 
diftant  Profpedl  of  the  South  Seas ,  he  framed  an  ardent 
Prayer  to  God  that  he  might  fail  an  Englijh  Ship  in 
them,  which  he  now  found  an  Opportunity  of  attemp¬ 
ting,  the  Queen’s  Permiffion  furnifhing  him  with  the 
Means,  and  his  own  Fame  drawing  to  him  quickly  a 
Force  fufficient  K 

The  Fleet  with  which  he  failed  on  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  Undertaking  confifted  of  the  following  Ships;  The 
Pelican  commanded  by  himfelf,  of  the  Burden  of  ioo 
Tons,  The  Elizabeth  Vice-Admiral  80  Tons,  under 
Captain  John  Winter ,  The  Mary  gold  a  Bark  of  30  Tons, 
commanded  by  Captain  John  Thomas ;  The  Sivan  a  Fly- 
Boat  of  50  Tons,  under  Captain  John  Chejler ,  and  The 
Chrijlopher  a  Pinnace  of  15  Tuns,  under  Captain  Tho¬ 
mas  Moon  m.  In  this  Fleet  were  embarked  one  hundred 

tr 

fixty-four  able  Men,  and  all  the  neceflary  Provifions  for 
fo  long  and  dangerous  a  Voyage;  the  Intent  of  which, 
however,  was  not  openly  declared,  but  given  out  to  be 
for  Alexandria ,  though  all  Men  fufpe&ed,  and  many 
knew  he  intended  for  America .  Thus  equipped,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  November  about  three  in  the  After¬ 

noon,  he  failed  from  Plymouth  but  a  heavy  Storm  tak¬ 
ing  him  as  foon  as  he  v/as  out  of  Port,  forced  him,  in 
a  very  bad  Condition  into  Falmouth  to  refit,  which  hav¬ 
ing  expeditioully  performed,  he  again  put  to  Sea  the 

H  h  3  thirteenth 


1  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  352.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  $8-9.  Prince’s 
Worthies  of  Devon.  m  Camden’s  Annals,  p  334.  Hakluyt’s 
Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  730,  748.  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  voL  i.p.  46. 
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thirteenth  of  December  following  ",  On  the  twenty-* 
fifth  of  the  fame  Month  he  fell  in  with  the  Coall  of 
Barbary ,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  with  Cape  Verdi 
the  thirteenth  of  March  he  paffed  the  Equinoctial ,  the 
fifth  of  Apj  il  he  made  the  Coaft  of  Brazil  in  30  hT® 
L.  and  entered  the  River  de  la  Plata ,  where  he  loll  the 
Company  of  two  of  his  Ships;  but  meeting  them  again, 
^nd  having  taken  out  of  them  the  Provifions  on  Board, 
he  turned  them  a-drift.  On  the  twenty-ninth  of  May 
he  entered  the  Port  of  St.  Julian's,  where  he  did  the 
leaf;  commendable  Action  of  his  Life  in  executing  Mr. 
John  Doughty ,  a  Man  next  in  Authority  to  himfelf;  in 
which,  however,  he  preferved  a  great  Appearance  of 
Jullice  °.  On  the  twentieth  of  Augujl  he  entered  the 
Streights  of  Magellan ,  on  the  twenty -fifth  of  September 
he  palled  them,  having  then  only  his  own  Ship,  which 
in  the  South-Seas  he  new  named  The  Hindi  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  November  he  came  to  Machao ,  in  the 
Latitude  of  30  Degrees,  where  he  had  appointed  a  Ren¬ 
dezvous  in  cafe  his  Ships  feparated;  but  Captain  Winter 
having  repafied  the  Streights  w7as  returned  to  England . 
Thence  he  continued  his  Voyage  along  the  Coafts  of 
Chili  and  Peru ,  taking  all  Opportunities  of  feizing  Spa* 
nijh  Ships,  or  of  landing  and  attacking  them  on  Shore, 
till  his  Crew  were  fated  with  Plunder;  and  then  coafting 
North- America  to  the  Height  of  48  Degrees,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  find  a  Pafiage  back  into  our  Seas  on  that  Side, 
which  is  the  ftrongeft  Proof  of  his  confummate  Skill 

'  ,  and 


31  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  354.  0  See  the  Relation  in  Hak¬ 

luyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  733.  all  which  is  omitted  in  the  revifed  Ac¬ 
count  in  Purchas  before  referred  to, 
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and  invincible  Courage  ;  for  if  ever  a  Paffage  be  found  to 
the  Northward,  this  mull  be  the  Method;  and  we  can 
fcarce  conceive  a  Wronger  Inftance  of  undaunted  Spirit, 
than  attempting  Difcoveries  after  fo  long,  fo  hazardous, 
and  fo  fatiguing  a  Voyage  p.  Here  being  difappointed  of 
what  he  fought  he  landed,  and  called  the  Country  New 
Albion ,  taking  Pofleflion  of  it  in  the  Name  and  to  the  Ufe 
of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  having  trimmed  his  Ship, fet  fail 
from  thence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Sept.  1579,  for  the 
Molucca's.  The  Reafonof  Captain  Drake's  chufing  this  Paf¬ 
fage  round,  rather  than  returning  by  the  Streights  of  Ma¬ 
gellan,  was  partly  the  Danger  of  being  attacked  at  a  great 
Difad  vantage  by  the  Spaniards ,  and  partly  the  Latenefs 
of  the  Seafon,  whence  Storms  and  Hurricanes  were  to 
be  apprehended  %  On  the  thirteeth  of  Oflober  he  fell 
in  with  certain  Hands  inhabited  by  the  moil  barba- 
rous  People  he  had  met  with  in  all  his  Voyage.  On 
the  fourth  of  November  he  had  Sight  of  the  Molucca' sy 
and  coming  to  Ternate ,  was  extreamly  well  received 
by  the  King  thereof,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  wife 
and  polite  Prince.  On  the  tenth  of  December  he  made 
Celebes ,  where  his  Ship  unfortunately  ran  on  a  Rock  the 
ninth  of  January  following,  whence,  beyond  all  Expec¬ 
tation,  and  in  a  manner  miraculouhy,  they  got  o If,  and 
continued  their  Courfe.  On  the  lixteenth  of  March 
he  arrived  at  Java  Major ,  thence  he  intended  to  hav# 

PI  h  4  proceeded 


r  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails,  p.  400.  See  alfo 
fome  Remarks  on  this  Paffage  in  Dampieris  Voyages.  q  See 
all  the  Relations  before-cited  for  the  Confirmation  of  this  Cir- 
cumftance  ;  but  perhaps  Captain  Drake  might  be  deterred  by 
the  confident  Report  of  the  Spaniards,  that  this  Strcight  is  not 
$  be  repajfied, 
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proceeded  for  Malacca ,  but  found  himfelf  obliged  to  al¬ 
ter  his  Purpofe,  and  think  of  returning  directly  Home  \ 
On  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1580,  he  put  thisDefign 
in  Execution,  and  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  he  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  having  then  on  Board  his  Ship 
fifty- feven  Men,  and  but  three  Casks  of  Water.  On  the 
twelfth  of  July  he  palled  the  Line,  reached  the  Coaft 
of  Guinea  on  the  fixteenth,  and  there  watered.  On  the 
eleventh  of  September  he  made  the  Ifland  of  ‘Tercera,  and 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame  Month  entered  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Plymouth.  In  this  Voyage  he  compleatly  furround- 
ed  the  Globe,  which  no  Commander  in  chief  had  done  be¬ 
fore  His  Succefs  in  theVoyage,and  the  immenfe  Mafs  of 
Wealth  he  brought  home,  raifed  much  Difcourfe  through¬ 
out  the  Kingdom,  fome  highly  commending,  and  fome 
as  loudly  decrying  him.  The  former  alledged,  that  his 
Exploit  was  not  only  honourable  to  himfelf,  but  to  the 

ft 

Nation  ;  that  it  would  eftablifh  our  Reputation  for 
Maritime  Skill  in  foreign  Nations,  and  raife  a  ufeful  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Emulation  at  home;  and  that  as  to  the  Money, 
our  Merchants  having  fuffered  deeply  from  the  faithlefs 
Practices  of  the  Spaniards,  there  was  nothing  more  juft 
than  that  the  Nation  fhould  receive  the  Benefit  of 
Drake's  Reprifals.  The  other  Party  alledged,  that  in 
Fadt  he  was  no  better  than  a  Pyrate;  that  of  all  others 
it  leaft  became  a  trading  Nation  to  encourage  fuch  Prac¬ 
tices;  that  it  was  not  only  a  diredt  Breach  of  late  Treaties 
with  Spain ,  but  likewife  of  our  Old  Leagues  with  the 
Jloufe  of  Burgundy,  and  that  the  Qonfequences  would 

?  be 

V. 
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be  much  more  fatal  than  the  Benefits  reaped  from  it 
could  be  advantages.  Things  continued  in  this  Un¬ 
certainty  during  the  Remainder  of  the  Year  1580,  and 
the  Spring  of  the  fucceeding  Year.  At  length  they  took 
a  better  Turn  ;  for  on  the  4th  of  April  1581,  her  Majefty 
dining  at  Deptford  in  Kent ,  went  on  board  Captain 
Drake’s  Ship,  where  fhe  conferred  on  him  the  Honour 
of  Knighthood,  and  declared  her  abfolute  Approbation 
of  all  that  he  had  done,  to  the  Confufion  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  to  the  great  Joy  of  his  Friends f.  She  likewife 
gave  Directions  for  the  Prefervation  of  his  Ship,  that  it 
might  remain  a  Monument  of  his  own,  and  his  Country’s 
Glory.  In  Procefs  of  Time  the  Vehel  decaying,  it  was 
broken  up  ;  but  a  Chair  made  of  the  Planks  was  prefeht- 
ed  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford ,  and  is  Hill  preferved  u. 

In  1585,  he  failed  again  to  the  Weft-Indies ,  having 
under  his  Command,  Captain  Chrifopber  Car  life ,  Cap-^ 
tain  Martin  Forbifer ,  Captain  Francis  Knotty and  many- 
other  Officers  of  great  Reputation.  In  that  Expedition 
he  took  the  Cities  of  St.  Jago,  St.  Domingo ,  Cartha - 
gena ,  and  St.  Augufin ,  exceeding  even  the  Expectation 
of  his  Friends,  and  the  Hopes  of  the  Common  People, 
though  both  were  fanguine  to  the  laft  Degree  w.  Yet  the 
Profits  of  this  Expedition,  were  but  moderate,  the  De- 
lign  of  Sir  Francis  being  rather  to  weaken  the  Enemy, 
|han  to  enrich  himfelf  x»  In  1587,  he  proceeded  to  Lif- 

bon 


*  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  351.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval 
Tradts,  p.  400.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  689.  Holingthead,  Speed. 

**See  Mr.  Cowley’s  Poems,  Edit  ,1^80.  p.  8,  42.  w  Hakluyt 
vol.  iii.  p.  334.  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails,  p* **  169. 
Camden.  Anna!,  p.  333.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  709.  Holing- 
fhead,  Speed.  xSir  William  Moiifon’s  Naval  Tradls,  p.  169. 
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v-cn  with  a  Fleet  of  thirty  Sail,  and  having  Intelligence 
cf  a  great  Fleet  aflembled  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz ,  which 
was  to  have  made  Part  of  the  Armada ,  he,  with  great 
Courage,  entered  that  Port,  and  burnt  there  upwards  of 
ten  thoufand  Ton  of  Snipping,  and  after  having  perform¬ 
ed  all  the  Service  that  the  State  could  exped,  he  refolved 
to  do  his  utmoft  to  content  the  Merchants  of  London , 
who  had  contributed,  by  a  voluntary  Subfcription,  to  the 
fitting  out  of  his  Fleet.  With  this  View,  having  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  a  large  Carrack  expeded  at  Tercera  from  the 
Eaft-Indies ,  thither  he  failed ;  and  though  his  Men  were 
feverely  pinched  for  want  of  Viduals,  yet  by  fair  Words 
and  large  Promifes,  he  prevailed  upon  them  to  endure 
thefe  Hardfhips  for  a  few  Days,  within  this  Space  the 
Eaft-Indw  Ship  arrived,  which  he  took  and  carried  home 
in  Triumph  ;  fo  that  throughout  the  whole  War,  there 
was  no  Expedition  fo  happily  conduded  as  this,  with 
refped  to  Reputation  or  Profit  y  ;  and  therefore  we  need 
not  wonder  that,  upon  his  Return,  the  mighty  Applaufe 
he  received,  might  render  him  fomewhat  elate,  as  his 
Enemies  report  it  did ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  no  Man’s 
Pride  had  ever  a  happier  Turn,  fince  it  always  vented 
it  felf  in  Services  to  the  Public.  Thus  at  this  Time 
he  undertook  to  bring  Water  to  the  Town  of  Plymouth , 
through  the  Want  of  which,  till  then,  it  had  been  griev- 
oufly  diftreffed  5  and  he  performed  it  by  conduding  thither 
a  Stream  from  Springs  at  eight  Miles  Diftance,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  a  Trait  Line  3  for  in  the  Manner  by  which  he 

brought  - 


y  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  808.  Sir  William  Mpnfon’s  Trafts? 
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brought  it,  the  Courfe  it  runs  is  of  upwards  of  twenty 
Miles z. 

In  1588,  Sir  Franeis  Dr  ale  was  appointed  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral,  under  Charles  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  High- 

Admiral  of  England ;  here  his  Fortune  attended  him  as 

% 

remarkably  as  ever;  for  he  made  Prize  of  a  large  Galleon , 
commanded  by  Don  Pedro  de  Valdez ,  who  yielded  on  the 
bare  Mention  of  his  Name.  In  this  Veflel,  fifty  thoufand 
Ducats  were  diftributea  among  the  Seamen  and  Soldiers, 
which  preferved  that  Love  they  had  always  borne  to  this 
their  valiant  Commander.  It  muff  not,  however,  be  dif- 
fiembled,  that,  through  an  Overfight  of  his,  the  Admiral 
ran  the  utmolt  Hazard  of  being  taken  by  the  Enemy ; 

for  Drake  being  appointed,  the  firft  Night  of  the  Engage- 

\ 

ment,  to  carry  Lights  for  the  Direction  of  the  Englijh 
Fleet,  he,  being  in  full  Purfuit  of  fome  Hulks  belonging 
to  the  Hanfe-Towns ,  negledfed  it;  which  occafioned  the 
Admiral’s  following  the  Spaniffi  Lights,  and  remaining  aL 
moll  in  the  Centre  of  their  Fleet  ’till  Morning.  How¬ 
ever,  his  fucceeding  Services  fufficiently  effaced  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  this  Miftake,  the  greateft  Execution  done  on 
the  dying  Spaniards  being  performed  by  the  Squadron 
under  his  Command  \ 

The  next  Year  he  commanded  as  Admiral  at  Sea, 
the  Fleet  fent  to  reft  ore  Don  Antonio ,  King  of  Portugal , 
the  Command  of  the  Land-Forces  being  given  to  Sir 
John  Norris .  They  were  but  juft  at  Sea,  before  the  Com¬ 
manders 



*  Welker's  Survey  of  Devonfhire,  MS,  Stowe's  Annals. 
V-  8o3.  a  Camden’s.  Annals,  p.  ^67,  ^73.  Hakluyt's  Voy¬ 
ages,  vol.  i.  p.  602.  Sir  Wtn,  Monfon's  Naval  Tracts,  p.  172, 
litowe,  Holingfhead,  Speed. 
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inanders  differed ;  though  it  is  on  all  Hands  agreed  that 
there  never  was  an  Admiral  better  difpofed  with  Refped 
to  Soldiers,  than  Sir  Francis  Drake.  The  Ground  of 
their  Difference  was  this,  the  General  was  bent  on  land¬ 
ing  at  the  Groyne ,  whereas  Sir  Francis ,  and  the  Sea- 
Officers  were  for  failing  to  Lifbon  diredlly  ;  in  which  if 
their  Advice  had  been  taken,  without  Queftion  their  En- 
terprize  had  fucceeded,  and  Don  Antonio  been  reftored. 
For  it  afterwards  appeared,  on  their  invading  Portugal , 
that  the  Enemy  had  made  ufe  of  the  Time  they  gave 
them,  to  fo  good  Purpofe,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to 
make  any  Impreffion.  Sir  John  Norris  indeed  marched 
by  Land  to  Lijbon ,  and  Sir  Francis  Drake  very  impru¬ 
dently  promifed  to  fail  up  the  River  with  his  whole 
Fleet ;  but  when  he  faw  the  Confequences  which  would 
have  attended  the  keeping  his  Word,  he  chofe  rather  to 
break  his  Promife,  than  to  hazard  the  Queen’s  Navy ; 
for  which  he  was  grievoufly  reproached  by  Norris ,  and 
the  Mifcarriage  of  the  whole  Affair  was  imputed  to  his 
Failure  of  performing  what  he  had  undertaken.  Yet, 
Sir  Francis  fully  juftified  himfelf  on  his  Return  ;  for  he 
made  it  manifeft  to  the  Queen  and  Council,  that  all  the 
Service  that  was  done,  was  performed  by  him,  and  that 
his  failing  up  the  River  ot  Lijbon  would  have  fignified  no¬ 
thing  to  the  taking  the  Caftle,  which  was  two  Miles  off, 
and  that,  without  reducing  it,  there  was  no  taking  the 
T  own b. 

I-Ijs 


b  Camden.  Anral.  p.  601,  —  606.  Sir  William  Monfon’s 
Naval  Trails,  p.  174.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  755*  fiolingfhead. 
Speed. 
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His  next  Service  was,  the  fatal  Undertaking  in  Con- 
junction  with  Sir  John  Hawkins ,  in  1594,  for  the  taking 
of  Nombre  de  Dios ,  of  which  I  have  already  given  an  Ac¬ 
count,  to  the  Death  of  the  laft-mentioned  Commander, 
which,  as  we  have  fhewn,  was  the  Day  before  Sir  Francis 
made  hisdefperate  Attack  on  the  Shipping  in  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Porto  Rico .  This  was  performed  with  all  the 
Courage  imaginable,  on  the  13th  of  November  1595,  and 
with  great  Lofs  to  the  Spaniards ,  but  with  little  Advan¬ 
tage  to  the  Englijh ,  who  meeting  with  a  more  refolute 
Refinance,  and  much  better  Fortifications  than  they  ex¬ 
pected,  were  obliged  to  fheer  off.  The  Admiral  thea 
Iteered  for  the  Main,  where  he  took  the  Town  of  Rio 
de  la  Hacha ,  which  he  burnt  to  the  Ground,  a  Church, 
and  a  Houfe  belonging  to  a  Lady,  only  excepted.  After 
this  he  deftroyed  fome  other  Villages,  and  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Santa  Martha ,  which  he  like  wife  burned.  The  like 
Fate  had  the  famous  Town  of  Nombre  de  Dios ,  the 
Spa?2iards  refufing  to  ranfom  any  of  thefe  Places,  and 
the  Booty  taken  in  them  being  very  inconfiderable.  On 
the  29th  of  December ,  Sir  Thomas  Rajkerville  marched 
with  feven  hundred  and  fifty  Men  towards  Panama ,  but 
returned  on  the  fecond  of  January ,  finding  the  Defign 
of  taking  that  Place  abfolutely  impracticable.  This  Dis¬ 
appointment  made  fuch  an  Impreflion  on  the  Admiral’s 
Mind,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  lingering  Fever,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  Flux,  of  which  he  died  on  the  28th,  about 
four  in  the  Morning,  though  Sir  William  Monfon  hints, 
that  there  were  great  Doubts  whether  his  Sicknefs  killed 
him.  Such  was  the  End  of  this  great  Man,  when  he 

had 
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had  lived  fifty-five  Years0;  but  his  Memory  will  fur- 
vive  as  long  as  that  World  lads  which  he  firft  furround- 
ed.  Hitherto  we  have  fpoken  of  his  public  A&ions;  let 
us  now,  as  we  have  ample  and  excellent  Materials,  dif- 
courfe  fomewhat  of  his  Perfon  and  Chandler. 

II  e  was  of  low  of  Stature,  but  well  fet ;  had  a  broad 
open  Cheft,  a  very  round  Head,  his  Flair  of  a  fine 
Brown,  his  Beard  full  and  comely,  his  Eyes  large  and 
clear,  of  a  fair  Compaction,  with  a  frefli,  chearful,  and 
very  engaging  Countenance11.  As  Navigation  had  been 
his  whole  Study,  fo  he  underltood  it  throughly,  and 
was  a  perfect  Mailer  in  every  Branch,  efpecially  in  Ailro- 
nomy,  and  in  the  Application  thereof,  to  the  Nautick 
Art.  As  all  Men  have  Enemies,  and  all  eminent  Men 
abundance  of  them ;  we  need  not  wonder  that  Sir  Francis 
Drake ,  who  performed  fo  many  great  Things,  fhould 
have  as  much  Ill  faid  of  him,  as  of  any  Man  of  the  Age 
in  which  he  lived.  Thole  wTo  difliked  him,  alledged  that 
he  was  a  Man  of  low  Birth,  haughty  in  his  Temper, 
Oflcntatious,  Self-fufficient,  an  immoderate  Speaker,  and, 
though  a  good  Seaman,  no  great  General;  in  Proof  of 
which,  they  took  notice  of  his  neglecting  to  furnifli  his 
Fleet  throughly  in  1685  ;  his  not  keeping  either  St.  Do- 
mingo ,  or  Carthagena ,  after  he  had  taken  them  ;  the  flen- 
der  Provifion  he  made  in  his  Expedition  to  Portugal  ;  his 
breaking  his  Word  to  Sir  John  Norris ,  and  the  Errors  he 

committed 


c  See  an  Account  of  this  Voyage  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p. 
583.  Purchases.  Pilgrim,  vol.  iv.  p.  1183.  Sir  William  Mow- 
Jan’s  Naval  Traits,  p.  182.  Stowe’s  Annals,  fp  3o3.  Camden, 
Annal.  p.700.  Englifh  Heroe,  p.  206.  Fullers  Worthies,  ps. 
z6i.  d  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  808.  Fuller’s  Holy  State,  p.  131* 
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committed  in  his  la  ft  Undertaking c.  In  Excufe  of  thefe, 
it  is  faid,  that  the  Glory  of  what  he  did,  iriight  very  well 
remove  the  Imputation  of  his  mean  Defcent ;  what  was 
thought  Haughtinefs  in  him,  might  be  no  more  than  a 
juft  Concern  for  the  Support  of  his  Authority;  his  Dis¬ 
play  of  his  great  Services,  a  Thing  incident  to  his  Pro- 
feffion  ;  and  his  Love  of  fpeaking,  qualified  by  his  Wif- 
dom  and  Eloquence,  which  hindered  him  from  ever  drop¬ 
ping  a  weak  or  an  ungraceful  Expreffion.  In  equipping 
his  Fleet,  he  was  not  fo  much  in  Fault  as  thofe  whom  he 
trufted ;  Sicknefs  hindered  his  keeping  the  Places  he  took 
in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  his  Councils  were  continually  crofted 
by  the  Land- Officers  in  his  Voyage  to  Portugal ;  and  as 
to  his  laft  Attempt,  the  Spaniards  were  certainly  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  Defign,  at  leaft  as  foon  as  he  left  Eng- 
land,  if  not  before.  His  Voyage  round  the  World, 
however,  remains  an  inconteftable  Proof  of  his  Courage, 
Capacity,  Patience,  Quick-fightednefs,  and  Public  Spirit, 
fmce  he  therein  did  every  Thing  that  could  be  expect¬ 
ed  from  a  Man,  who  preferred  the  Honour  and  Profit 
of  his  Country,  to  his  own  Reputation  or  Gain  f. 

The  only  At  of  his  whole  Life  that  laid  him  open 
To  juft  Cenfure,  was  his  Severity  towards  Mr.  Thomas 
Doughty,  which  I  have  touched  before,  and  which  many 
Reafons  incline  me  to  mention  again.  The  Caufe  he 
alledged,  w  as  Doughty  s  attempting  to  raife  lome  Lifturb- 
ance  in  the  Meet,  which  they  fay  was  partly  proved 

from 


e  Sir  William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trads,  p.  399.  Purchase 
Pilgrim.  V.  6.  p.  1185  .  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  808.  f  Camden 
Annax,  p.  35 1,  The  V)Trld  encompafed,  p.  18.  Sir  William' 
Mon.on  s  Naval  Trads,  p.  399.  Englifh  Keroe,  p.  sc6. 
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from  his  own  Confeffion,  and  partly  from  Papers  found 
in  his  Cuftody  K  But  in  thofe  Days,  it  was  forewdly 
fufpedled,  that  Doughty  was  fent  abroad  for  no  other 
Purpofe  than  to  meet  with  his  End,  and  this,  becaufe  he 
had  charged  the  great  Earl  of  Leicejier  with  poifoning 
the  Earl  of  EJJex  h.  The  fulled  Account  I  know  of  this 
Matter,  is  to  be  found  in  a  Poem  called  Leicejier' s  Ghojl^ 
wherein  there  is  a  great  deal  of  true,  and,  I  doubt  not,  a 
little  falfe  Hiftory.  The  Stanzas  relating  to  this  Matter^ 
are  as  follow  *. 

r 

I  doubted ,  leajl  that  Dough  tie  would  bewray 
My  Counfely  and  zvith  other  Party  take  j 
Wherefore ,  the  fooner  him  to  rid  away , 

1  fent  him  forth  to  Sea ,  with  Captain  Drake* 

Who  knew  how  t'entertaine  him  for  my  Sake . 

Before  he  went ,  his  Lot  by  me  was  caft ; 

His  Death  ivas  pbited ,  and  perform'd  in  Hafte « 


He  hoped  well ;  but  1  did  fo  difpofe , 

Th at  be  at  Port  St.  Gillian  loft  his  Head ; 

Having  no  Time  permitted  to  difclofe 

The 


s  This  Story  is  plainly  and  circumftantially  told  in  the  Rela¬ 
tion  we  have  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p*  733*  and  is  alfo  men¬ 
tioned  in  Mr.  Winter’s  Account  of  his  Voyage,  p.  752,  but 
in  the  Relation  printed  in  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  i.  p.  46,  it 
is  dipt  over  in  one  Line.  h  Windanley’s  Englifh  Worthies,  in 
the  Life  of  Sir  P'rancis  Drake.  1  p.  22,  23,  This  is  a  quarto 
Pamphlet,  printed  in  1641.  and  mod  of  the  Fa£ts  contained  in 
it,  are  taken  from  Leiceder’s  Common  Wealth,  written  by 
Father  Perfons  ;  as  the  Reader  may  perceive  by  comparing  thefe 
Stanzas  with  what  is  faid  of  Doughty’s  Death  in  that  Book* 

P*  49* 
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The  inward  Griefs ,  that  in  his  Heart  were  bred ; 

We  need  not  fear  the  Biting  of  the  Dead . 

Now  let  him  go  tranfported  to  the  Seas , 

And  tell  my  Secrets  to  th 9  Antipodes. 

Yet  it  may  be  offered  in  Defence  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake y  that  this  Man  was  openly  put  to  Death  after  as  fair 
a  Trial  as  the  Circumftances  of  Time  and  Place  would 

% 

permit;  that  he  fubmitted  patiently  to  his  Sentence,  and 
received  the  Sacrament  with  Drake ,  whom  he  embra^ 
ced  immediately  before  his  Execution.  Befides  thefe, 
there  are  two  Points  which  deferve  particular  Confide- 
ration:  Firft,  that  in  fuch  Expeditions  ftrifl:  Difcipline, 
and  legal  Severity  are  often  abfolutely  neceflary;  Se¬ 
condly,  that,  as  to  the  Earl  of  Effix^  for  whofe  Death 
Doughtie  had  exprefled  Concern,  he  was  Drake's  firft 
Patron,  and  it  is  therefore  very  improbable  he  fliould’de- 
ilroy  a  Man  for  endeavouring  to  det eft  his  Murder. 
Camden  mentions  the  Fadk,  and  the  Report;  but  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  feems  to  juftify  Drake:  and  indeed,  osi 
the  ftrifteft  Review  of  the  Evidence,  I  can  fee  np 
Ground  to  condemn  him. 

It  was  the  Felicity  of  our  Admiral  to  live  under  the 
Reign  of  a  Princefs  who  never  failed  to  difljnguifh  Me¬ 
rit,  or  to  bellow  her  Favours  where  £he  faw  Defer t. 
Sir  Francis  Drake  was  always  her  Favourite,  and  fhe 
gave  a  very  lucky  Proof  of  it  in  refpedl  to  a  Quarrel  he 
had  with  his  Countryman  Sir  Bernard  Drake ,  whofe 
.Arms  Sir  Francis  had  afiumed,  which  fo  provoked  the 

VoL- r*  1  i  other 
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other,  who  was  a  Seaman  likewife,  that  he  gave  him  a 
Box  on  the  Ear.  The  Queen  took  up  the  Quarrel,  and 
o-ave  Sir  Francis  a  new  Coat,  which  is  thus  blazoned : 
Sable  a  Fefs  wavy  between  two  Pole  Stars  Argent ,  and 
for  his  Creft,  a  Ship  on  a  Globe  under  Ruff,  held  by 
Cable  with  a  Hand  out  of  the  Clouds ;  over  it  this  Motto , 
Aaxilio  divino,  underneath  Sic  parvis,  magna  ;  in  the 
Rigging  whereof  is  hung  up  by  the  Heels  a  IHvem 
Gull,  which  was  the  Arms  of  Sir  Bernard  Drake  *.  Her 
Majefty’s  Kindnefs,  however,  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
Grave;  for  Re  buffered  his  Brother  Thomas  Drake,  whom 
he  made  his  Heir,  to  be  profecuted  for  a  pretended  Debt 
to  tile  Crown,  which  much  diminilhed  the  Advantages 
he  would  otherwife  have  reaped  from  his  Brother’s  Suc- 

cciiion m.  •  "  ' 

•  It  would  fwell  this  Work  much  beyond  its  intended 

Bulk,  if  we  fhould  enter  particularly  into  the  Hiftory 

ofall  the  remarkable  Commanders  who  flouiiflied  in  the 

Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  and  therefore,  we  fhall  be 

mom  concife  in  our  Accounts  of  fuch  Heroes  as  we  are 

yet  to  mention,  and  whofe  Actions  it  would  be  however 

injurious  to  the  Reader  to  pafs  over  in  abfolute  Silence. 

"  4  '■  %  »  , 

f  _  ^  .  •  »  l  *■**  “  • 

Sir  Alar  (in  Frobijher  was  a  Native  of  Tork/Inre,  born 

■near  Doncajler  of  mean  Parents,  who  bred  him  to  the 

Sea  n.  We  have  vel7  Account  '11S  jun*or  Years, 

1  or  the  manner  in  which  they  were  fpent.  He  difon- 

guifhed  himfelf  firft  by  undertaking  the  Difcovery  of  the 
&  '  North- 


UThi,  Story  is  reht.J  by  ‘gtSS 
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North-Weft  Paflage  in  1576,  and  made  a  Voyage  that 
Year,  wherein,  though  he  had  not  full  Succefs,  yet  it 
gained  him  great  Reputation  °.  In  the  Year  1577,  he 
undertook  a  fecond  Expedition,  and  in  1578,  a  third; 
in  all  which  he  gave  the  higheft  Proofs  of  his  Courage 
and  Condudl,  in  providing  for  the  Safety  of  his  Men, 
and  yet  pufliing  the  Difcovery  he  went  upon  as  far  as  it 
was  poffible;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  his  Difappointment, 
he  {till  preferved  his  Reputation  °,  and  this  in  Spight  of 
a  little  Accident  which  would  certainly  have  overturned 
the  Credit  of  a  lefs  noted  Commander.  He  brought 
from  the  Streights ,  which  he  difcovered,  and  which  are 
ftill  known  by  his  Name,  a  large  Quantity  of  black, 
foft  Stone,  full  of  yellow  ftiining  Grains,  which  he  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Gold-Ore ;  but  after  numberlefs  Trials  it 
was  reported  to  be  nothing  worth,  and  fo  thrown  away  p. 
On  this  Occalion,  I  cannot  help  taking  Notice  of  an 
Accident  of  the  like  Nature  which  happened  to  Captain 
Monk,  who  was  fent  to  make  Difcoveries  to  the  North- 
Weft  by  the  King  of  Denmark.  He  brought  home  a 
Quantity  of  fhining  Sand,  which  he  alfo  apprehended 
contained  Gold,  but  upon  Trial  it  was  judged  to  be  of 
no  Value,  and  the  ill  Ufage  the  Captain  met  with  broke 
his  Heart.  Many  Years  afterwards,  the  Chancellor  of 
Denmark  {hewed  a  finall  Parcel  of  this  Sand  to  a  French 
Chymift  (the  reft  by  the  King’s  Orders  had  been  thrown 
into  the  Sea) ;  and  this  Frenchman  extra&ed  two  Ounces 
of  pure  Gold,  out  of  twenty  Ounces  of  that  Sand  «. 

T  • 


befoon^T;  h”.  ^C°Unt,  °fl,is  V7aSes  above-mentioned  m 

b.  round  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  Hi.  p.  2(1 — *06.  p  Sr-nu/p’c  a 
p.  S08.  Ch archill’s  Cdkftion  0.  Voyages,  p.  54 r,  ^ 
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But  to  return  to  Frobljhcr ;  lie  commanded  her  Ma¬ 
ny's  Ship  The  Triumph, in  the  famous  Sea-Fight  with  the 
Spanijh  Armada,  and  therein  did  fuch  excellent  Service, 
that  he  was  among  the  Number  of  the  few  Knights 
made  by  the  Lord  High-Admiral  on  that  iignal  Occa- 
fion  r  In  1590,  he  commanded  a  Squadron  on  the 
Coaft  of  Spain,  which  hindered  the  coming  home  of  the 
Plate-Fleet5.  In  1592,  Sir  Martin  Frobijher  took  the 
Charge  of  a  Fleet  fitted  out  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh ,  which 
went"  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain ;  and  though  he  had  but 
three  Ships,  yet  he  made  a  Shift  to  burn  one  rich  Gal¬ 
leon,  and  bring  home  another l.  In  1594*  :o 

the  Coaft  of  France,  to  affift  in  retaking  Brejl,  which 


was  attacked  by  Land  by  Sir  John  Norris,  with  three 
thoufand  Englijh  Forces,  at  the  fame  Time  that  our 
Admiral  blocked  up  the  Port.  The  Garrifon  defended 
themfdves  bravely,  till  fuch  Time  as  Sir  Martin  landed 
his  Sailors,  and  defperately  attacking  the  Place,  earned  it, 
but  with  the  Lcfs  of  feveral  Captains,  Sir  Martin  him- 
felf  receiving  a  Shot  in  the  Side,  and  this  through  want  of 
Skill  in  his  Surgeon,  proved  the  Caufe  of  his  Death, 
which  happened  at  Plymouth  within  a  few  Days  after  his 
Return  He  was  one  of  the  moil  able  Seamen  of.  his 
Time;  of  undaunted  Courage,  great  Prefence  of  Mind, 
and  equal  to  almoft  any  Undertaking;  yet  in  his  Car- 
’ll,,.,.,  and  a  very  MS  Obferver  of  Difcip.ine, 
even  to  a  Degree  of  Severity,  which  hindered  his  e 

ing  beloved  o'  un  MAR 


.  ,  s  Sir  William  Monfon’s 

r  Camden's  Annals,  p-  ,  _  u  Camden’s 
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THO  MA  S  Cavendijb  of  Trimley  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk ,  Efq;  was  a  Gentleman  of  the  now  Noble  Fa¬ 
mily  of  Devonjhire ,  and  poflefled  of  a  very  plentiful 
Eftate,  which  he,  being  a  Man  of  Wit,  and  great  good 
Humour,  hurt  pretty  deeply  by  his  Expences  at  Court. 
Upon  this,  he  took  it  into  his  Head  to  repair  his  Mat¬ 
tered  Fortunes  at  the  Expence  of  the  Spaniards  x.  With 
this  View  he  built  two  Ships  from  the  Stocks,  one 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty,  the  other  of  threefcore  Tons; 
and  with  thefe  and  a  Bark  of  forty  Tons,  he  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  twenty-firft  of  July  1586.  He  firft 
made  the  Coaft  of  Barbary ,  then  (leered  for  Brazil , 
and  entered  the  Streights  of  Magellan  the  fifth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1587,  and  palled  them  very  happily;  then  coaft- 
ing  along  Chili  and  Peru>  they  took  abundance  of  rich 
Prizes,  continuing  their  Courfe  as  high  as  California , 
they  there  took  the  St.  Anne^  which  Mr.  Cavendijb ,  in  a 
Letter  to  my  Lord  Hunfdon ,  rightly  calls  an  Acapulco 
Ship,  though  in  mod  Relations  of  his  Voyage  fire  is  (fi¬ 
led  the  Admiral  of  the  South-Seas .  Her  Cargo  was  of 
immenfe  Value,  which  his  Ships  being  'too  fmaJl  to 
carry,  he  was  forced  to  burn,  taking  out  of  her,  how¬ 
ever,  as  much  Gold  as  was  worth  fixty  thoufand  Pounds. 
He  then  (leered  for  the  Philippine  Ifiands,.  where  he 
fafely  arrived,  and  proceeded  from  them  to  Java  Ma¬ 
jor ,  which  he  reached  the  firft  of  March  1588.  He 
doubled  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  firft  of  June ,  and 
fo  without  any  remarkable  Accident  returned  fafe  to  Ply- 

I  i  3  mouth 


ff  Camden’s  Annals,  p.  ^2.  Stowe’s  Annals,  p.  808.  Si? 
William  Monfon’s  Naval  Trails,  p,  401. 
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mouth ,  the  ninth  of  September  in  the  fame  Year,  having 
failed  compleatly  round  the  Globe,  and  brought  home 
an  immenfe  Fortune  N  This,  however,  he  quickly 
walled,  and  in  the  Year  1591,  was  compelled  to  think 
of  another  Voyage,  which  was  far  from  being  fo  fuc- 
cefsful  as  the  former.  He  left  Plymouth  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  Augujl  1591,  with  three  flout  Ships  and  two 
Barks.  On  the  eighth  of  April  1592,  he  fell  in  with 
the  Streights  of  Magellan ,  and  continued  in  them  to 
the  fifteenth  of  May^  when  on  Account  of  the  badnefs 
of  the  Weather  he  determined  to  return;  which  accord¬ 
ingly  he  did  to  the  Coall  of  Brazil ,  and  there  died  of 
Griefi  One  of  his  Ships  The  Define ,  under  the  Command 
of  Mr.  John  Davis ,  adtually  pafied  the  Streights  z. 

Another  great  Adventurer  by  Sea  was  Mr.  Edward 
Fenton ,  a  Gentleman  who  feems  to  have  been  a  Favou¬ 
rite  and  Dependant  on  the  potent  Earl  of  Leicejler.  Of 
this  Gentleman's  Voyage  we  have  feveral  authentic  Ac¬ 
counts;  and  yet  it  is  not  eafy  to  apprehend  the  true  De- 
fign  of  it.  The  Inllrudlions  given  by  the  Privy-Coun¬ 
cil  to  Mr.  Fenton ,  and  which  are  Hill  preferved,  fay  ex¬ 
prefly,  that  he  fliould  endeavour  the  Difcovery  of  a 
North-Well  Paflage;  but  by  a  new  Route  which  is  laid 
down  to  him,  viz.  he  was  to  go  by  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  the  Eajl-Indies ,  and  being  arrived  at  the  Mu- 
lucco’s ,  he  was  to  go  from  thence  to  the  South-Seas ,  and 
to  attempt  his  Return  by  the  fuppofed  North-Well  Paf- 

%,  .  ■■■ . . .  ■  —  ■  ■■■  ■  1  1,1  1  " 

\  V  l+y*  ' 

y .Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  803.  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vo!. 
l  p.  57.  Sir  William  MonforTs  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  401.  2  Hak¬ 
luyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  84 2.  Purchase  Pilgrim,  vol.  iv.  p.  1 182. 
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fage,  and  not  by  any  Means  to  think  of  palling  the 
Streights  of  Magellan ,  except  in  cafe  of  abfolute  Necef- 
fity  >.  Notwithftanding  thefe  Inftrudions,  Sir  William 
Monfon  tells  us  plainly,  that  Mr.  Fenton  was  lent  to  try 
his  Fortune  in  the  South-Seas b ;  and  fo  himfelf  under- 
flood  it.  In  the  Month  of  May  1582,  Mr.  Fenton  left 
the  Englijh  Coaft,  with  three  flout  Ships  and  a  Bark. 
With  thefe  he  failed,  firft  to  the  Coaft  of  Africa ,  and 
then  for  that  of  Brazil  direfily,  from  whence  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have  failed  for  the  Streights  of  Magellan ,  but 
hearing  there  that  the  King  of  Spain ,  who  had  better 
Intelligence,  it  feems,  of  his  Projeft  and  Intentions  than 
if  he  had  read  his  Inftruftions,  had  fent  Don  Diego 
Flores  de  Valdez,  with  a  ftrong  Fleet  into  the  Streights 
to  intercept  him,  he  upon  mature  Deliberation  refolved 
to  return.  Putting  into  a  Portugueze  Settlement  to  re¬ 
fit,  he  there  met  with  three  of  the  Spanl/h  Squadron, 
one  of  which  was  their  Vice-Admiral  which  he  funk, 
after  a  very  brilk  Engagement,  and  then  put  to  Sea,  in 
order  to  come  home.  His  Vice-Admiral  Captain  Luke 
Ward ,  after  a  long  and  dangerous  Voyage,  arrived  fafe- 
ly  in  England  on  the  thirty-firft  of  May  1533 c ;  but  as 
to  Mr.  Fenton  we  have  no  diftimfl  Account  of  him,  on¬ 
ly  Sir  William  Monfon  fays,  that  he  returned  home 
without  feeing  the  Streights,  which  fufficiently  (hews, 
that  he  did  not  perifh  in  this  Underatking  d;  nay,  I  have 
found  in  fome  MS.  Notes  on  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  that 

I  i  4  he 

.  1 '  1 

a  Hakluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  704.  b  Naval  Tra&s, 
p.  402.  c  We  have  an  Account  of  this  Voyage,  written 
by his  Captain  Luke  Ward,  in  Hakluyt,  voi,  iii.  p.  7^7* * 

*  Naval  Trads,  p.  402. 
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he  commanded  her  Majefty’s  Ship  The  Antelope ,  in  the 
Engagement  with  the  Spanijh  Armada  e.  ' 

Notwithstanding  the  Difappointment  which 
this  Gentleman  met  with,  frefti  Attempts  were  made 
for  the  Difcovery  of  this  fo  much  talked  of  Paflage  to 
the  North-Weft,  in  which  Captain  John  Davis  was 
employed.  The  firft  was  in  1585 ;  a  fecond  Time  he 
failed  in  1586;  but  in  both  Voyages  atchieved  nothing 
beyond  raifing  of  his  own  Reputation,  which  continued 
to  be  very  great  for  upwards  of  thirty  Years  f.  Sir  1 
William  Monfon  tells  us,  that  he  had  conferred  with  Mr. 
Davis  as  well  as  Sir  Martin  Frobifher  on  this  SubjeCl, 
and  that  they  were  able  to  give  him  no  more  Aflurance 

__  .9  x 

than  thofe  who  had  never  gone  fo  far  ;  though  he  con- 
fefles,  that  they  did  offer  him  fome  very  plaufible  Rea- 
fons  to  prove,  that  fuch  a  Paflage  there  was.  In  his 
Difcourfe  on  this  SubjeCl,  he  labours  hard  to  prove  the 
Undertaking  impracticable;  but  admitting  it  were  not  fo, 
he  fhews  that  no  fuch  mighty  Advantages  as  are  expeffted 
would  be  reaped  by  this  Difcovery.  He  concludes  his  Dif¬ 
courfe  with  hinting,  that  a  more  profitable,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  a  more  probable,  Attempt  might  be  made  by 
failing  due  North  under  the  Pole,  which  he  fuppofes  would 
render  the  Paflage  between  us  and  China  no  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  Leagues 

Amongst 


e  We  find  in  the  Lift  of  Ships  given  us  by  Sir  William 
Monfon,  the  Antelope  afiigned  to  Sir  Henry  Palmer,  and  the 
Mary  Rofe  to  Captain  Fenton  i  but  as  thefe  Ships  ftand  toge¬ 
ther,  it  is  not  impoftibie  that  the  Names  of  their  Commanders 
may  have  been  exchanged.  f  We  have  an  Account  of  all 
the  Voyages  in  Hakluyt,  as  alfo  an  Account  of  a  Voyage  of 
his  to  the  Eaft- Indies  in  1 604.  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  i.  p.  134? 
s  Naval  Tra&s,  p.  426.. 
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Amongst  thefe  Naval  Heroes  we  muft  not  forget 
George  Clifford  Earl  of  Cumberland ,  who  undertook 
many  Expeditions,  both  in  Europe  and  the  Wejl-Indies9 
at  his  own  Expence,  and  in  feveral,  hazarded  his  Perfon 
merely  to  ferve  his  Queen  and  Country,  and  thereby  ac¬ 
quire  a  juft  right  to  Fame.  In  fome  of  thefe  Voy¬ 
ages,  Sir  William  Monfon  a  (lifted,  and  has  left  us  Ac¬ 
counts  of  them,  and  of  the  reft  we  have  many  Rela¬ 
tions  extant.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  Earl 
added  any  thing  to  his  private  Fortune,  by  thefe  Tefti- 
monies  of  his  public  Spirit,  and  therefore  the  Queen, 
to  /hew  how  juft  a  Senfe  fhe  had  of  his  Zeal  and  Re- 
folution,  honoured  him,  in  the  Year  1592,  with  a  Gar¬ 
ter  ;  which,  in  her  Reign,  was  never  beftowed,  till  it  had 
been  deferved  by  hgnal  Services  to  the  Public,  This  no^ 
ble  Peer  furvived  the  Queen,  and  was  in  great  Favour 
and  high  Efteem  with  her  Succellbr.  He  deceafed  ia 
1605,  and  was  the  laft  Heir-Male  of  his  Family 

Sir  Robert  Dudley ,  Son  to  the  great  Earl  of  Lelcejler , 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  Application  to  Maritime  Af¬ 
fairs,  by  his  great  Skill  in  them,  and  by  his  known  En¬ 
couragement  to  eminent  Seamen,  as  well  as  by  his 
Perfonal  Exploits,  which  were  fuch,  as  deferve  to 
be  remembered.  In  1594,  he  fitted  out  a  Squadron 
of  four  Sail  at  his  own  Expence,  and  leaving  Southamp¬ 
ton  on  the  6th  of  November,  proceeded  for  the  Coaft  of 
Spain,  where  he  loft  the  Company  of  the  other  three 

Ships. 


5  Camden,  Stowe,  Speed,  Hollingftread, 
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Ships.  This  however,  did  not  hinder  him  from  continu¬ 
ing  his  Voyage  to  the  Weft -Indies' ;  and  in  his  PafFage,  he 
took  two  large  Ships,  though  of  no  great  Value.  After 
remaining  fome  time  about  the  Ifland  of  Trinidada ,  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  returning  home,  in 
a  much  worfe  Condition  than  he  came  out;  and  yet,  com¬ 
ing  up  in  his  Paflage  with  a  Spanijb  Ship  of  600  Tons, 
his  own  Veflel  being  but  two  hundred,  he  engaged  her, 
fought  two  whole  Days,  ’till  his  Powder  was  quite  ex- 
haulted,  and  then  left  her  ;  but  in  fo  torn,  and  fluttered 
a  Condition,  that  {he  afterwards  funk.  This  made  the 
ninth  Ship  which  he  had  either  taken,  funk,  or  burnt  in 
his  Voyage  K  He  lived  many  Years  afterwards,  though 
a  voluntary  Exile  in  Italy ,  where  he  projected  the  ma¬ 
king  Leghorn  a  free  Port,  which  has  been  of  fuch  mighty 
Confequence  to  the  Duke  of  Tufcany ,  ever  fince,  and 
was  himfelf  created  by  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  the  Se¬ 
cond,  a  Duke  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  K 

' 

Sir  Richard  Haivkins,  Son  fo  the  famous  Sir  John 
Hawkins ,  of  whom  we  have  before  treated,  was  born 
at  Plymouth ,  in  Devonjhire ;  and  as  he  was  little  inferior 
to  his  Father  in  Skill  or  Courage,  he  too  much  refem- 
bled  him  in  his  Misfortunes In  1593,  he  fitted  out  , two 
large  Ships,  and  a  Pinnace,  at  his  own  Expence,  and 
had  the  Queen’s  Commifiion  to  empower  him  to  infeft 
the  Spaniards ,  in  South- America.  His  Expedition  was 
unlucky  from  his  firft  fetting  out  5  and  yet,  notwithftand- 

ing 


'Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  574.  k  Lloyd’s  State- Worthies, 
p.  761.  ‘Prince’s  Worthies  of  i>evon.  p.  391. 
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ing  a  Number  of  untoward  Accidents,  he  refolutely  per¬ 
illed  in  his  Defign  of  palling  the  Streights  of  Magellan , 
and  furrounding  the  Globe,  as  Drake  and  Cavendifo  had 
done.  He  fhared,  however,  in  none  of  their  Succefs, 
though  he  met  with  moil  of  their  Misfortunes.  One 
Captain  Tbralton ,  who  had  been  very  culpable  in  diilrel- 
iing  Mr.  Cavendijh  in  his  lalt  Voyage,  was  guilty  of  the 
like  Bafenefs  towards  Sir  Richard  Hawkins ;  for  though 
he  knew  his  Pinnace  was  burnt,  he  deferted  him  at  the 
River  of  Plate ,  and  returned  Home,  leaving  Sir  Richard 

to  purfue  his  Voyage  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan 

* 

with  one  Ship  only,  which  with  equal  Prudence  and  Re- 
folution  he  performed  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1594, 
and  entering  into  the  South  Seas,  took  feveral  Prizes* 
one  of  which  was  of  coniiderable  Value,  On  the  Coafls 
of  Peru,  he  was  attacked  by  Don  Bertrand  de  Cajlro , 
who  had  with  him  a  Squadron  of  eight  Sail,  and  two 
thoufand  choice  Men  on  board  ;  yet  Hawkins  made  a  fhift 
to  difengage  himfelf,  after  he  had  done  the  Spaniards  in- 
credible  Damage.  But  flaying  too  long  in  the  South - 

'  N 

Seas,  in  order  to  gain  more  Prizes,  he  was  attacked  a 
fecond  Time  by  Admiral  de  Cajlro ,  who  was  now  ftrong- 
er  than  before  ;  yet  Hawkins  defended  himfelf  gallantly 
for  three  Days  and  three  Nights,  and  then  mod  of  his 
Men  being  killed,  his  Ship  in  a  Manner  finking  under 
him,  and  himfelf  dangeroufly  wounded,  he  was  prevailed 
on  to  furrender  upon  very  honourable  Terms,  viz.  That 
himfelf,  and  all  on  board,  Ihould  have  a  free  Paffage  to 
England ,  as  foon  as  might  be.  After  he  was  in  the  Ene¬ 
mies  Hands,  Don  Bertrand  dc  Cajlro  fhewed  him  a  Let¬ 
ter  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  Vice-Roy  of  Peru , 

wherein 
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•wherein  was  contained  a  very  exa£t  Account  of  Haw* 
kins's  Expedition,  the  Number  of  his  Ships,  their  Bur¬ 
den,  Men,  Guns,  Ammunition,  &c.  which  demonftra- 
ted  how  clofe  a  Correfpondence  his  Catholic  Majefty 
entertained  with  fome  who  were  too  well  acquainted  with 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Councils  ra.  He  continued  a  long 
Time  Prifoner  in  America ,  where  he  w^as  treated  with 
great  Humanity  by  Admiral  de  Cajiro ;  but  at  length,  by 
Order  of  the  Cotirt  of  Spain,  he  was  fent  thither  in- 
Head  of  returning  to  England ,  and  remained  for  feveral 
Years  a  Prifoner  in  Seville ,  and  Madrid.  At  length  he 
was  releafed,  and  returned  to  his  Native  Country,  where 
he  fpent  the  latter  Part  of  his  Life  in  Peace,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  him  a  large  Account  of  his  Adventures,  to  the 
Time  of  his  being  taken  by  the  Spaniards n,  and  intend¬ 
ed  to  have  w7ritten  a  fecond  Part,  in  w7hich  he  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  Hidden  Death  j  for  having  fome  Bufinefs 
which  called  him  to  attend  the  Privy  Council,  he  was 
ftruck  with  an  Apoplexy  in  one  of  the  outer  Rooms. 
Mr.  Wejlcot ,  fpeaking  of  this  Accident,  fays  very  juftly 
of  this  Gentleman  and  his  Father 0  ;  That  if  Fortune 
had  been  as  propitious  to  them  both ,  as  they  were  eminent 
for  Virtue ,  Valour  and  Knowledge ,  they  might  have  vied 
with  the  Heroes  of  any  Age .  Some  of  his  Defendants 

are 


m  Obfervations  of  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  p.  122,  143,  154, 
169.  n  This  Book  was  put  to  the  Prefs  in  his  Life-time,  but 
was  publifhed  by  a  Friend  after  his  Deceafe,  in  1522,  in 
folio,  under  the  Title  of  The  Obfervations  of  Sir  Richard  Flaw- 
kins,  Knight,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  South-Sea.  A.  D.  1593- 
See  alfo  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  iv.p.  1367.  and  Captain  Ellis’s 
Account,  p.  1415*  0  Description  cl  Pevonlhire,  Art.  Ply** 

mouth.  M.  S, 
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are  Hill  remaining  in  Devonjhire ,  but  in  an  obfcure  Con¬ 
dition  p. 

Captain  James  (by  many  called  John  Laneajler) 
was  fitted  out  by  fome  Merchants  of  London ,  to  cruifc 
on  the  Coaft  of  Brazil ,  then  in  the  Hands  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  He  failed  from  Dartmouth  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  15945  with  three  Ships,  one  of  140,  another  of 
170,  and  the  third  of  60  Tpns.  On  board  thefe  were 
two  hundred  and  feventy-five  Men  and  Boys.  In  the 
Space  of  a  few  Weeks,  they  took  thirty-nine  Spanijh 
Ships,  four  of  which  they  kept,  and  plundered  the  reft  ; 
and  then  joining  with  Captain  Venner ,  at  the  Me  of  May, 
they  lleered  for  the  Coaft  of  Brazil ,  where  they  took  the 
City  of  j Fernambuco,  on  the  20th  of  March ,  1595,  in 
a  Manner  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in  Hiftory  5  for  Captain 
Lane  a  Her  ordered  his  fine  new  Pinnace,  in  which  he 
landed  his  Men,  to  be  beat  to  Pieces  on  the  Shore,  and 
funk  his  Boats,  that  his  Men  might  fee  they  mull  either 
die  or  conquer  ;  the  Sight  of  which  fo  frighted  the  Spa¬ 
niards  and  Portugueze ,  that  after  a  very  poor  Defence 

j 

they  abandoned  the  lower  Town.  This  the  Englijh  held 
30  Days,  in  which  Space  they  were  attacked  eleven  Times 
by  the  Enemy  q.  The  Spoil  was  exceeding  rich,  and  in  fo 
great  a  Quantity,  that  Captain  Laneajler  hired  three  Sail  of 
large  Dutch  Ships,  and  four  French-men  to  carry  it  Home  ; 
and  having  thus  encreafed  his  Fleet  to  fifteen  Ships,  he 
brought  them  fafely  into  the  Downs ,  in  the  Month  of 
July  1595.  This  was  the  moft  gainful  Adventure,  on  a 
private  Account,  throughout  the  whole  War,  and  the 

Courage 


p  Prince’s  Worthies  of  Devon,  p.  39~*  ^  Camden,  Annal. 

p.  683. 


,1 


494  '  MEMOIRS  of 

Courage  and  Condudl  of  the  Commander  appears  fa 
confpicuoufiy  therein,  that  he  deferves  to  be  ever  remem- 


bred  with  Honour1*,  even  fuppofing  he  had  performed 
nothing  more.  But  it  appears  from  feveral  Circumftan- 
ces  in  the  Relations,  that  he  was  the  fame  who  opened 


.the  Trade  to  the  Indies . 

We  have  already  taken  Notice  of  the  Patent  granted 
to  the  Eajl-India  Company  by  Qpeen  Elizabeth ,  in  the 
Year  1600.  Their  firft  Stock  confided  of  feventy-two 
thoufand  Pounds,  and  the  firft  Fleet  they  fitted  out,  as  a 
Company,  confifted  of  four  large  Ships,  which  failed 
from  London  the  13th  of  February  1600,  under  the 
Command  of  this  Mr.  James  Lane  after ,  who  was  after¬ 
wards  knighted,  and  who  performed  his  Voyage  to  Acheny 
very  fuccefsfully,  and  eftablifhed  the  Englifh  Trade 
throughout  the  Indies ,  as  happily  and  prudently  as  could 
be  wifhed.  In  his  Return,  his  Ship,  which  was  The 
Dragon,  was  in  the  utmoft  Peril  off  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  having  loft  her  Ruder,  and  being  otherwife  much 

damaged,  yet  he  refufed  to  go  on  board  The  Hector, 

<  ,  < 
contenting  himfelf  with  writing  a  fhort  Letter  to  the 

Company,  wherein  he  told  them,  they  might  be  fare  he 

would  do  his  utmoft  to  f^ve  the  Ship  and  Cargo,  by  his 

venturing  his  own  Life  and  the  Lives  of  thofe  who  were 

with  him  ;  adding  this  remarkable  Poftfcript  in  the  Midft: 

of  his  Confufion, 


T HE  Paffage  to  the  Eaft-Indies  lies  in  62°.  30,  by  the 
North-Weft,  on  the  America  Side* 


!T  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  708, 


He 
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t  He  had,  however,  the  good  Fortune  to  get  into  St* 
Helena ,  where  he  repaired  his  Weather-beaten  Ship  as 
well  as  he  could,  and  brought  her  fafely  into  the  Downs 9 
the  nth  of  September  1603,  and  lived  near  thirty  Years 
afterwards  in  an  honourable  Afluence,  chiefly  acquired  by 
this  fucccfsful  Voyage  s. 

Captain  William  Parker ,  of  Plymouth ,  was  fitted 
out  by  certain  Merchants  to  cruize  on  the  Spaniards ,  in 
the  Weft -Indies ^  in  1601.  His  whole  Strength  confifted 
in  two  Ships,  one  of  130,  and  the  other  of  60  Tons, 
with  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  Men  l.  He  failed  in 
the  Month  of  November ,  reduced  St.  Vincent ,  one  of  the 
Cape  de  Verd- Illands;  then  failing  to  the  Coaft  of  America , 
he  took  the  Town  of  la  Rancheria ,  in  the  Xfland  of  Cn- 
hagua,  where  the  Pearl-Fifhery  is,  and  plundered  it.  He 
proceeded  next  to  Porto  'Bello ,  which  was  then  a  very 
ilrong,  well-built  Town  ;  entering  the  Port  by  Moon¬ 
light,  he  paffed  without  reflftance,  and  attacked  the  Placa 
by  Surprize  u.  The  Governor,  Don  Pedro  Melendez ,  made 
a  gallant  Defence  in  the  King’s  Treafury,  to  which  he 
retreated  ;  but  at  length  the  Place  was  carried  by  Aflault, 
and  the  Governor  taken.  The  Booty  was  far  from  be¬ 
ing  confiderable,  and  the  beft  Part  of  it,  Captain  Parker 
diftributed  among!!  his  Men.  Notwithftanding  this  Dis¬ 
appointment,  our  Heroe  behaved  moft  generoufly  towards 
the  Enemy.  He  fet  Don  Pedro  at  Liberty,  in  refpedt  to 

/  his 


s  Camden.  Annal.  p.  639.  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  i.  p.  147, 
t  Harris’s  Colle&ion  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  747.  u  See  the 
Captain’s  Relation  in  Purchas’s  Pilgrim,  vol.  iv.  p.  1243. 
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his  Courage ;  he  fpared  the  Place,  becaufe  it  was  well  buil^ 
and  burning  it  could  do  him  no  good  ;  he  fet  his  PrifonerS 
at  large,  becaufe  the  Money  was  really  gone-,,  and  they 
had  not  wherewith  to  pay  their  Ranfom.  Having  done 
all  this,  he  pafled  the  Forts  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour, 
by  the  Fire  of  which  the  Spaniards  luppofed  they  fliould 
infallibly  have  funk  his  Vefiels,  and  returned  with  immor¬ 
tal  Glory  to  Plymouth-Sound,  May  6th,  1602 w.  The 
Spaniards  themfelves  mention  his  Behaviour  with  Ho¬ 
nour. 

These  are  the  principal  Naval  Heroes,  who  flouriih- 
ed  in  that  glorious  Reign,  wherein  the  Foundation  was 
Itrongly  laid  of  the  Maritime  Power,  and  extenlive  Com- 
merce,  which  the  Enghjh  Nation  have  iinee  enjoyed. 
I  fhall  conclude,  with  wifhing  that  the  lame  generous 
Spirit  may  again  arife,  and  enabled  us  to  emulate  the 
Wifaom,  Courage,  Induftry  and  Zeal  for  the  public 
Good,  which  animated  our  Anceflors,  and  enabled  them 
to  furmount  all  Difficulties,  and  to  fpread  the  Reputation 
of  their  Arms  and  Virtues  through  the  whole  habitable 
World.  f  ’ 


u'  Life  of  Captain  Parker,  in  a  Supplement  to  Prince’s 
Worthies  of  Devon.  M.  S. 
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Ethelftan  invades  Scotland  6\.  Gains  a  glorious  Vi&ory  6 
Edmund  feizes  on  Northumberland,  and  gives  Cumberland  to 
the  King  of  Scots.  63 

Edgar  prepares  a  prodigious  Fleet.  64 

Edward,  King,  murdered.  68 

Ethelred  arms  againft  the  Danes.  69.  Abandons  his  King¬ 
dom  and  withdraws  to  Normandy.  76.  Is  recalled  by  the 
Saxons.  $ 

Expedition  againft  Scotland  mifcarries,  and  Peace  enfues.  99 
England  the  Northern  Parts  invaded  by  Robert  Earl  of  Glou - 
cefter. 

England  in  a  bad  Situation. 

Edgar  Etheling,  a  ihort  Account  of  him 
Expedition  againft  Ireland. 

- to  Nortnandy  difappointed. 

■to  the  Holy  Land. 

•Normandy  fruitlefs. 


INDEX. 

■&Iy,  the  Ifle  of,  feized  by  Male  contents,  Edward  the  Prince 


reduces  them  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Cinque  Pom.  i  r4 
155.  He  takes  the  Crofs. 

Edward  the  firft,  furnamed  Long  Shanks.  lc.J 

Edward  decrees  the  Scots  Crown  to  Baliol.  160.  Is  fum- 
moned  to  the  French  Court.  163.  Invades  Flanders.  166 
.Returns  difi appointed.  167.  Dies  at  Burgh  upon  Sands . 

Edward  II.  fucceeds,  and  goes  to  Paris.  176 

Englifh  defeated  by  the  Scots.  jyg 

Edward ;  governed  by  the  Spencers ,  makes  a  difhonourable 
Treaty  with  the  Scots.  179.  Proclaims  his  Queen  and  Son 
Enemies  to  the  Kingdom,  and  ads  againft  France.  i8e. 
Elies  into  Wales ,  taken  Prifoner,  confined  in  Kenilworth* 
Caftle.  182.  And  murdered  in  Berkley-Gaftlo.  183 

Edward  III.  makes  an  unfortunate  War  and  difadvantageous 
1  reaty  with  Scotland ,  goes  into  France ,  and  does  Homage. 
1  83.  Beheads  his  Uncle  the  Earl  of  Kent.  1 84.  Seizes  Morti¬ 
mer.  ib.  Reftores  Edward  Baliol  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland 
183.  Lays  Claim  to  the  Crown  of  France.  186.  Pafles 
with  300  Sail  to  Flanders  \  takes  the  Arms  and  Title  of  King 
of  France .  188 

Englifh  worfted  at  Sea.  igg 

Edward  goes  to  Brit  any.  ib.  Aflembles  an  Army,  defigns  for 
Guyenne ,  driven  back,  lands  in  Normandy ,  carries  Fire  and 
Sword  to  the  Gates  of  Paris,  zoo.  His  perfonal  Courage 
and  Generofity.  203.  Invades  France  with  a  Fleet  of  1100 
Sail  and  100,000  Men.  203.  Refumes  the  Title  of  King 
of  France.  208.  Dies.  213.  Jealous  of  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  Sea.  ib'. 

EmbafTy,  fplendid  from  France .  242 


242 

231 

261 


Englifh  defeated. 

Exeter ,  Duke  of,  made  Admiral. 


Edward  IV.  furprized,  beaten,  and  taken  Prifoner  at  Warwick ; 
but  efcapes  and  diftrefles  his  Enemies.  2 66.  Deferted  by 
a  great  Part  of  his  Court  and  conllrained  to  fly,  and  after 
great  Hazards  lands  in  Zeland.  267 

Edward ,  afterwards  the  V.  born  in  the  San&uary  of  Wejlmin- 
fter.  ib. 

Edward  IV.  proclaimed  an  Ufurper.  ib.  Returns  to  England 
with  a  few  Ships,  lands  at  Raven/pur,  raifes  an  Army,  wins 
two  Battels.  268.  Recovers  the  Throne,  raifes  Forces  and 
invades  France ,  concludes  a  Peace.  269,  270.  Prepares 
for  a  new  War  with  France ,  dies.  271,  272 

Error  in  Hiftory  rectified.  275 

fimp  l on  and  Dudley  wean  the  Hearts  of  the  Subjects  from  the 
&ng.  301,  302.  They  are  imprifoned  and  profecuted. 


3°4 


gmpero;0 


Emperor  comes  to  England.  308 

Edward  VI.  crowned.  333 

Edinburgh  burnt  by  the  Englifh.  <  #  336 

England  deprived  of  what  flie  held  in  Trance  in  Time  of 

Peace.  «  33^ 

Edward  VI.  dies.  342 

Englifh ,  a  whole  Crew  of,  frozen  to  Death.  359 

Emperor  puts  into  an  Englifh  Port.  364. 

Enoltfh  Interelis  facrificed  to  thofe  of  Spain .  365 

Englifh  make  a  Defcent  in  Bretagne .  370 

Elizabeth  proclaimed.  373 

England  in  a  diftra&ed  Condition.  376 

Elizabeth ,  Queen,  her  Care  of  the  Navy.  379 

Expedition  to  Lijbon  mifcarries.  408 

Expedition  to  the  Ifie  of  Tercera.  410 

■ - -  ■  again  (l  Brefi.  41  z 

--  ~ - again#  Cadiz.  413 

Elizabeth ,  Queen,  dies.  424 

Effingham,  Lord,  made  Earl  of  Nottingham  for  his  Service  again# 
the  Spaniards.  433 

Ejffex  Earl,  of,  defigns  to  raife  Commotions.  434.  Quits  his 
Command  in  Ireland ,  for  which  he  is  confined  ;  attempts  to 
raife  Forces  again#  theQueen  ;  fails,  and  fortifies  Effiex-Houfe; 
yields  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham .  435,  436 


F. 


FAMINE  in  Britain.  3 1 

Fleet  fitted  out  again#  Earl  Godwin „  79 

Fleet,  a  great  Part  of  it  adheres  to  King  Harold's  Sons.  94 
Fleet,  900  Sail,  with  which  the  Duke  of  Normandy  invaded 
England,  ib .  Fitted  out  to  invade  Scotland.  103 

Flag,  the  Honour  provided  for.  137 

France ,  King  of,  prepares  to  invade  England  with  great  For¬ 
ces.  142 

Fleet  fent  to  the  Succour  of  the  Earl  of  Flanders ,  which  de- 
ftroys  that  of  the  French.  '143 

French  Prince  goes  to  Calais ,  and  returns  with  Recruits.  149, 
Is  fought  at  Sea  by  Hubert  de  Burgh,  ib.  Befieged  in  Lon * 
don .  ib.  Renounces  all  Right  to  England.  ib. 

France  invaded  by  Henry  III.  who  returns  without  performing 
any  Thing.  132 

French  inful t.  162 

Fleets,  three  different,  fitted  out.  1 63 

Flanders ,  mo#  of  its  great  Cities  declare  again#  France .  1S8 

French  defeated  at  Sea.  189.  Thirty  thoufand  flain.  192 


Fight,  Difpofition  of. 


ib.  &  193 


I 


201 

204 


index. 

Fleet  before  Calais,  738  Sail. 

■ - "Spanijh  defeated. 

Prance  King  of  taken  Prifoner,  203.  He  dies  in  England. 

France,  King  of,  declares  the  States  of  the  King  of  England  in 
France  forfeited.  207.  Projects  the  Redudtion  of  England. 

20  3 

French  King  afiiduous  in  railing  a  Naval  Power.  214 

French  with  ;o  Ships  land  in  Suffix,  again  'in  the  Me  of 
W ight,  driven  from  Southampton  by  Sir  John  Arundel,  they 
attempt  Winchelfea.  215.  Gain  an  Advantage  at  Battle 
and  re-embark.  ,  ih.  Sc  216 

Fleet  fent  to  Sea  under  the  Earl  of  Buckingham.  ih. 

Foreigners  trading  to  the  North  Seas  faxed  by  the  Englijh. 

-ry  219 

forces  fent  to  Calais ,  pafs  through  the  Heart  of  France  to 
Britagne.  2zi 

French  Fleet  infeft  the  Englijh  Coafts.  223 

French  Fleet  every  Ship  taken  by  the  Portfmouth  Squadron,  ib. 
French  Fleet  a  great  Part  driven  on  the  Englijh  Coafts  and 
taken.  22$ 

French  fend  1  zooo  Men  to  the  Aid  of  Owen  Glendour.  236 
France,  its  unhappy  Situation.  242 

French  make  a  fruitlels  Attempt  upon  Southampton  and  the 
Me  of  Wight.  247.  Defeated  in  a  Sea-Fight,  ib.  To- 
gether  with  the  Genoeje  defeated  at  Sea  by  the  Earl  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon.  ib.  Sc  248 

France ,  a  great  Part  reduced  by  the  Englijh.  249 

French  King  fues  for  Peace.  ib. 

France,  Dauphin  of,  difinherited.  250 

France  in  a  great  Meafure  loft  to  the  Englijh .  256 

French  make  a  Defcent  on  the  Coaft  of  Kent ,  Sandwich  burnt 
and  pillaged.  257 

Fleet  fitted  out,  one  of  the  Squadrons  falls  upon  the  Spanijh 
Fleet. 

Fight  at  Sea  lafts  two  Days.  260 

Fleet  fets  out  to  Sea  under  the  Earl  of  Kent,  fcours  our  own 
Coafts,  and  lands  10,000  Men  in  Britany ,  who  make  a 
^  great  Booty.  264 

Fauconbridge ,  Baftard,  commands  the  Fleet  in  the  Name  of 
Henry  VI.  attacks  London,  fubmits  to  Edward  IV.  knight¬ 
ed,  made  Vice-x4dmiral,  enters  into  new  Intrigues,  is  be¬ 
headed  269 

Ft  ' ance  invaded  by  Edward  IV.  ib-  &  270 

Fight  at  Sea,  bloody,  between  the  E?iglijh  and  Fre?ich  Fleets, 
The  Sovereign  burnt  in  it.  306 

Fight,  a  fecond,  at  Sea.  307 

French 


1 


INDEX. 

French  beaten  at  Sea.  .  %  .  .  ih . 

fleet  of  the  Emperor  a&s  in  Conjunction  with  that  of  Eng¬ 
land.  3°8 

fleet  French  attempt  the  Englijh  Coaft  with  indifferent  Sue- 
cefs.—*They  attempt  in  vain  upon  Bulloigne .  309 

French  driven  into  Brejt.  3 1 7 

Flodden- Field  Battel.  .  324 

Fitz- Williams,  Sir  William,  Memoirs  of.  328 

French  beaten  by  inferior  Numbers  of  Englijh.  340 

French  defeated  in  the  Battel  of  St.  Quintin.  365 

Fleet  fitted  out  againft  the  Scots .  366 

French  gain  great  Advantages  in  the  low  Country.  367 
Attack  Count  Egmont  near  Graveline,  are  defeated  by 
the  Fire  from  the  Englijh  Ships.  369 

French  Defigns  in  Scotland  defeated.  379.  They  fit  out  a 
confiderable  Fleet.  384 

Fleet,  Englijh ,  a  Lift  of,  in  1588.  406 

Fayal  Ifland  reduced  by  the  Earl  of  Cumberland,  410 

Fleet,  Englijh ,  narrowly  efcape  being  deftroyed  by  the  Spaniards. 

ib.  &  41 1 

Fleet  fitted  out  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  4 1 7 

Fayal  reduced  by  Ralegh.  418 

Fleet  a  great  one  in  1 2  Days.  422 

Fleming ,  Captain,  a  Pirate,  gives  the  firft  Intelligence  of  the 
Spanijh  Armada  being  on  the  Coaft.  43  2 

Forbijher ,  Sir  Martin ,  Memoirs  of.  482,  484 

Fenton ,  Edward,  Merpoirs  of.  486  /<?  488 

Fernambucca  City  taken.  493 

G. 


GEOFFREY  of  Monmouth  vindicated,  2 

Gwydyr  refufes  Tribute  to  the  Romans.  1 3 

Generofity  of  Edgar.  67 

Godwin,  Earl,  re  enters  into  Favour.  79 

Griffith,  the  Britijh  King,  flain.  80 

Godwin,  Earl,  his  Sons  make  two  Attempts  upon  England,  de¬ 
feated  in  both,  retire  to  Denmark  98 

Gavejlone ,  or  Gaberjione,  occafions  Civil  Wars,  falls  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Nobles,  and  has  his  Head  ftruck  off.  177 
Guyenne  in  great  Part  reduced.  1 80 

Generofity  of  Edward  III.  203 

Gravejend  burnt  by  French  Galleys.  222 

Graveling  taken  by  the  Bifnop  of  Norwich.  ih. 

Gafcons  refent  the  ill  Ufage  of  Richard  II.  but  however  re¬ 
ceive  a  Governor  from  Henry  IV.  235 

Guyenne  invaded  by  the  French,  the  Truce  fubfifting.  236. 
The  King  of  England's  Title  thereto  acknowledged  by  the 
pukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans .  239 

Guinea 


Plf5 

,  i  ■  ' 

iff  life 

flR  |i. 


Guinea  Trade  firft  begun  by  Hawkins  William.  ,,n 

fiftlfg  and  Jer^ey  atteniPted  hy  the  French,  the  Peace  fob- 

Greenland  firft  difcovered  by  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby.  Ill 

3&  ***-«■  % 
Garnlon,  French,  in  Leith ,  capitulate.  Ill 

Gunpowder  firft  made  in  England.  •  ? 

Cence/e  Bankers  chafed,  and  take  Shelter  in  England ;  the 

Q^een  takes  as  a  Loan,  the  Money  they  had  on  board 
carrying  to  the  Netherlands.  g 

The  Government  difquieted  by  the  Papifts,  inftigated  by  Phil 
or  opazn.  J  £ 

Graciofa  Iiland  brought  to  a  Compofition.  llo 

Grenville  Sir  Richard,  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  dies  of  his 
wounds. 

Gzacicfa  taken.  ’^II 

Gallies,  feveral  burnt.  ^ 

Gaik  on,  one  taken,  worth  a  Million  of  Pieces  of  Eight,  it. 
Garni  on  of  Cerimbra  driven  out  by  the  Englijh  Ships. 
hn.aerty  Sir  Humphry,  Memoirs  of.  aN 

Galleon  taken.  ^ 


424 
to  448 
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43 

7i 

77 

78 
81 


HO  R  S  A  and  Hengifl  land  in  Britain ,  have  a  Settlement 
allotted  them  in  Kenty  where  they  build  a  Caflle.  0  a 
Horfa  ilain. 

Hengift  returns  to  Britain,  with  a  Number  of  Saxons. 

Hengift  invites  Ocha ,  Sec. 

Heregyld ’  what. 

Harold  Barefoot  fucceeds  to  his  Father  Canutus . 

Hardiknute ,  his  Brother,  fucceeds  to  him. 

Harold  feizes  the  Crown.  So.  His  Chara&er. 

Harold  Harfager  claims  the  Crown  by  Defcent.  Sets  out  from 
Norway  with  300  Sail.  Is  joined  by  Tortigo.  Sz  PofTefTes 
himfelf  of  York.  g~ 

Harold  and  Tortigo  both  flain. 

Hafl'tngs,  Battel  of.  g^ 

Henry  fucceeds  to  his  Brother  William  II.  marries  Matilda, 
Niece  to  Edgar  Etheling .  108  Dies  in  the  35  th  Year  of 
his  Reign.  ,  114 

Henry  II.  fucceeds,  projedls  the  Conqueft  of  Ireland \  for  which 
he  obtains  a  Bull  from  dldrian  the  Pope,  an  Englijhman .  1  21 
lie  attempts  the  Recovery  of  Thouloufe.  Employs  a  Fleet  and 
Army  againft  the  Welch.  Crowns  his  Son  Henry.  122.  He 
paftes  over  to  Ireland  with  400  Sail.  Receives  the  Homage 

©f 


INDEX. 

of  feveral  Princes.  Returns  to  England.  124.  Transferrs  to 
his  Son  John  his  Title  to  Ireland.  126.  Accepts  a  Peace 
and  dies.  1 27 

Hoftages ,  iVelch ,  hanged.  14X 

Henry  III.  fucceeds  to  the  Throne.  147.  Goes  to  France  to 
no  purpofe.  Naval  Power  greatly  decreafed.  153.  He 

dies.  156 

Haftings  deftroyed.  188 

Henry  of  Lane  after  lands  in  England.  228.  Crowned  King  of 
England .  Treated  as  a  Murderer  and  Ufurper  by  the  Regent 
of  France.  234.  Marries  Joan  Daughter  of  the  King  of 
Navarre.  235.  Heir  apparent  to  the  Scots  Crown.  Taken 

near  Flamborough  ■  Head.  237 

Henry  IV.  narrowly  efcapes  falling  into  the  Hands  of  French 
Privateers.  238.  He  dies.  241 

Henry  V.  fucceeds.  ib.  He  treats  of  a  Marriage  with  Katherine 
of  France .  242.  His  Views.  243.  Lands  in  Normandy  with 
1600  Sail.  ib. 

Harfleur  befieged  by  him,  and  taken,  and  a  Colony  of  Englijb 
planted  there.  244.  Befieged  by  Land  and  Sea  by  French.  246 
Henry  acknowledged  lawful  King  of  France  by  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy.  246. 

Huntingdon ,  Earl  of,  defeats  the  united  Fleets  of  France  and  Ge¬ 
noa.  247,  248 

Henry  lands  in  Normandy t  with  1500  Ships,  and  great  Land- 
Forces.  249 

Henry  declared  Heir  and  Regent  of  France.  Marries  Katherine 
of  France .  Enters  Paris.  230.  Returns  to  England,  ib . 
Having  recruited  his  Coffers  and  Army,  he  returns  to 
France.  230 

Henry  VI.  born  at  Windfor .  231 

Henry  V .  dies  at.  Vincennes,  ib.  His  Character.  252 

Henry  VI.  not  a  Year  old,  fucceeds.  234.  Proclaimed  King 
of  France  at  Paris,  ib «,  Crowned  King  in  England  and  in 
France.  235  Marries  Margaret  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Anjou .  236.  Depofed.  261.  Defeated  at  the  Battel  of 
Fowton,  and  forced  to  fly  to  Scotland.  263.  Prifoner  in  the 
Lower.  264.  Releafed,  and  replaced  on  the  Throne.  267 

Henry  VII  Crowned  in  the  Field.  286.  Sends  Aid  to  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  againff  France  underhand,  but  openly 
afliffs  the  Bretans  287.  Provides  a  Fleet,  and  threatens  a 
Rupture  with  France .  Traniports  Forces  to  Calais.  1  akes 
the  Field.  Makes  a  Peace  and  returns  Home.  288  He  dies* 
H  is  Character.  303. 

Henry  VIII.  fucceeds.  304.  Enters  France  with  a  great  Army. 
307.  He  receives  a  fevere  Check  from  the  Scots .  308.  joins 

the  Emperor  againff  France*  ibi 

Hawkins 
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3i3 
320 

334 
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Hawkins,  William ,  fir  ft  trades  to  Guinea . 

Hores  unfortunate  Expedition. 

Howard,  Admiral,  Memoirs  ofi 
Howard,  Sir  Ihomas ,  Memoirs  of. 

Hertford \  Earl  of,  Protedlor. 

Hames,  Fortrefs  of,  1  oft  to  the  Englijh. 

Havre  de  Grace  put  into  Queen  Elizabeth's  Hands  by  the 

Hugonots.  J  .gj. 

Hugo  not  shorn  Rochelle,  take  the  Englijh  AmbaiTadors  Baggage, 
and  kill  three  or  four  of  the  Veffel’s  Crew.  -g  j 

Holftock,  William ,  Efq;  Comptroller  of  the  Navy,  with  three 
Frigates,  takes  twenty  Privateers,  and  recovers  fifteen  Mer¬ 
chant  they  had  made  Prize,  in  the  Space  of  fix  Weeks.  38c 
Hugonoti  three  belonging  to  Rochelle  executed  as  Pyrates.  ib. 
Holland  and  island  fhake  off  the  Spanijh  Yoke.  38^ 

Howard,  Charles,  Lord  Effingham^  Memoirs  of.  429  to  441 
Hawkins ,  Sir  John,  Memoirs  of.  45  1  to  462 

Hawkins,  Sir  Richard,  Memoirs  of.  490  to  492 


BIS  H  invade  Britain . 

__  Jutes,  who  they  were.  .. 

Jnvafion  of  the  North  Part  of  England.  nt 

Joppa  taken  by  King  Richard .  j«2 

John  fucceeds  to  the  Crown.  136.  Goes  to  Ireland  with  a  great 
Fleet.  140.  Reduces  the  King  of  Connaught.  141.  Ireland 
fubje&ed  to  the  Englijh  Laws  ib.  Hangs  the  Welch  Hoftages. 
ib.  Sails  to  Rochelle,  with  great  Forces.  Agrees  to  a  Truce. 
143.  Flies  to  the  IJle  of  Wight.  Reduced  to  live  by 
plundering  his  own  Coafls.  144.  Wakes  the  Effaces  of  the 
Barons.  145.  Dies  at  Newark. 

Inful  t,  barbarous,  of  the  French . 

Infurrettion  in  Ireland . 

Irijh  rebel. 

Jfabella,  Richard  lid’s  Queen,  fent  back  with  her  whole  For¬ 
tune  to  France.  2-- 

Inveteracy  of  the  Britagns  and  Flemings.  236 

Indies,  Eaft ,  a  new  Way  thither  difcovered  by  the  Porta - 
gntxe-  289 

Iceland  Trade  thither  granted  to  the  Englijh  by  Treaty.  294 

Interview  between  the  King’s  of  England  and  Franca  307 

James  IV  King  of  Scotland,  invades  England.  324.  Slain  at 
Flodden-Field.  *  jb. 

Ireland  quieted.  325 

Jerfiy  and  Guernfey  attacked  in  Time  of  Peace  by  the 
trench.  339 

Invalids 
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Invafion  threatned  by  the  Scots.  3  66-  Defigned  both  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Ireland \  by  the  Spaniards.  417 

Jago9  St.  taken.  473 

K. 

KINGS,  five  {lain  in  one  Battel.  6z 

Kent  and  Hamtfbire  ravaged  by  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
way.  \  69 

Kent ,  Earl  of,  capitulates  with  the  French  General.  1 80.  He 
is  beheaded.  1 84 

Kent ,  the  Coalts  of,  plundered.  222 

Kent,  Earl  of,  his  Expedition.  237 

L.  ' 

LAWS,  Britijh,  tranflated  by  the  Saxons,  and  incorporated 
with  their  own.  39 

Lewis  the  French  King’s  Son,  invited  over  by  the  Barons. 

Lands  in  Kent.  Joyfully  received  in  London v  145 

Lincoln  befieged,  and  the  City  taken  by  the  French.  Regain¬ 
ed  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  149 

Lundy  Ifland  fortified  by  Marjhal  a  Pirate.  153 

Llewellin ,  Prince  of  Wales ,  reduced  to  accept  a  Peace  on  hard 
Terms.  138.  Is  flain.  139 

Lancafter ,  Duke  of,  pafies  through  the  Heart  of  France .  212 
His  Claim  to  the  Crown  of  C aft  He  He  relieves  Breft.  Lands 
at  the  Groine.  Makes  a  Peace.  226.  Marries  his  Daughter  to 
the  Prince  of  Afturias .  His  fecond  Daughter  to  the  King 
of  Portugal  Returns  to  England.  227 

Linna ,  Nicholas  de,  makes  Difcoveries  in  the  North.  23 1 

Letter>  an  angry  one,  from  Henry  V.  to  the  King  of  France . 

242 

London  attacked  by  the  Ballard  of  Fauconhridge ,  and  gallantly 
defended  by  the  Citizens.  269 

London ,  to  it  is  attributed  the  Rellauration  of  Edward  IV. 

273.  Edward  V.  proclaimed.  ibK 

Landois ,  Peter,  Minifter  to  the  Duke  of  Bretagne,  his  Views. 

277,  279. 

Licence  granted  to  fuch  as  fliould  attempt  a  Difcovery  of  a  Paf- 
fage  by  the  North  to  the  Eaft  Indies .  354 

Leith  befieged  by  Sea  and  Land.  ^-g 

Lisbon,  the  Englifb  Fleet  fails  thither.  40^ 

Lancerota  plundered  by  the  Earl  of  Cumberland*  422 

Lancafter,  James}  or  John,  Memoirs  of.  493,  to  495- 


Mandubratius, 


••.V* 
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M. 

JND  UBRJT1US,  a  Traitor.  g 

_ Maximus,  the  A oman  General  in  Britain ,  conquers  the 

Scots  and  Pills,  and  is  declared  Emperor  by  his  Army.  27 

Carries  off  the  Flower  of  the  Britijh  Youth.  28.  Put  to 
Death  in  Italy.  ' 

MafTacre  of  the  Danes  throughout  England.  jq 

Management,  ill,  of  publick  Affairs,  and  the  Confequence.  7a 
Mans  befieged,  and  relieved  by  William  1 1.  106 

Maud,  Emprefs,  lands  in  England.  Takes  King  Stephen  pn\ 
foner.  Exchanges  him  for  her  Brother,  Robert  Earl  of 
G  loucejler.  j  j  ^ 

MeJJlna  taken  by  the  Englijb,  *  I2q 

Monk  turned  Pirate,  beheaded. 

Mortimer  feized  and  executed.  l  g^ 

Manufacture  of  Wool  begun  in  England.  196 

Mercer,  a  Scots  Privateer,  takes  feveral  VefTels,  and  becomes 
formidable.  216.  Is  defeated  by  John  Philpot.  21 7 

Mala,  St.  befieged  in  vain  by  the  Duke  of  Lane  after.  220 

Mar  dyke  taken  by  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich.  222 

Mortimer,  Earl  of.  Governor  of  Ireland,  cut  off  by  the  Irijh. 228 
Madera  difeovered  by  Mac  hath,  an  Englijhman .  232 

Matthew,  St.  taken  by  the  Plymouth  Men.  236 

Mend-market  Robin .  239 

Mountfordy  Sir  Simon ,  flain  in  a  Sea-fight  with  the  Earl  of  War* 
wick.  26i 

March,  Edward  Earl  of,  gets  Poffeffion  of  London,  acknow¬ 
ledged  lawful  Sovereign  of  England,  and  King  Henry  VI. 
depofed.  ib. 

Margaret,  Queen  lands,  fuccours  from  France.  267 

Mary,  Siller  to  Henry  VIII.  married  to  the  French  King.  307 
Morlaix  plundered.  326 

MuJfelburghB attel,  by  the  Scots  called  Pinky.  336' 

Merchants,  Englijh ,  in  the  Space  of  twenty  Months,  lofe 

50,000  Pounds  by  the  piratical  Practices  of  the  French.  341 
Mary  proclaimed  Queen  in  Kent  by  the  Lord  Warden  of  the 
Cinque-Ports.  361 .  proclaimed  in  London,  ib.  Marries  Philip 
of  Spain.  363.  Dies.  371 

Manufactures,  feveral  brought  into  England.  386 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots  beheaded.  3  89 

Meafures  taken  by  the  Queen  and  her  Minilters  to  defeat  the 
Defgns  of  Spain.  3 89,  390 

Men,  able  in,  England  computed.  392 

Meafures  puyfued  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  withfimd  the  Ipani/h 
Invaiion.  £96,  397 

Men 


I  N  D  E  X. 

Men,  twenty  thoufand,  loft  by  the  Spanifh  Invafion  of  'Eng¬ 


land,  4°4 

MiCarriage  of  the  Englijh ,  the  Grounds  of  the.  4°^»  4°9 
Moufe-Hole  burnt  by  the  Spania  ds.  4  2 

Money,  twenty  Millions  of,  loft  in  the  Sea  by  the  Spaniards, 

4*5 

Merchants,  Enolijb,  prohibited  all  Trade  in  the  Empire.  425 
Mine,  Silver,  discovered.  446 

Martha ,  Santa ,  taken  and  burnt.  477 


N. 


NO  R  M  A  N  S,  a  Contraction,  for  Northern  Men.  74 
Normandy,  Duke  of,  lays  claim  to  the  Crown.  81,  82. 
Norweiynan  Fleet  defeated.  83 

Norwegians  quit  the  Kingdom,  ih.  Colletts  a  Fleet  and 
Forces.  84.  Embarks  on  a  prodigious  Number  of  Ships. 
Burns  his  Fleet  when  landed,  ib.  Wins  the  Kingdom  by 
one  Bittel  85 

Norman ,  Garrifon  of,  3000  cut  to  pieces.  97 

Normandy  invaded  by  tne  Engli(h.  10^.  Conquered  by  Henry 
J.  111  Invaded  by  Stephen ,  and  annexed  to  the  Englijh 
Cro\vn*  iij-  Recovered  from  Stephen ,  to  the  Emprefs.  ib . 
Loft  by  King  John.  138.  Ail  Title  to  it  given  up.  154. 
A  Defcect  into  by  the  Englijh.  1 66 

Navarre,  King  of,  addreftes  himfelf  to  King  Richard  for  Aid. 

221 

Nantes  befieged.  ib . 

Norwich ,  Bfthop  of,  ccnftituted  the  Pope’s  General  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  Urban.  222.  Falls  upon  Flanders,  cuts  to  pieces 
12,000  Men.  lakes  Dunkirk,  Graveling ,  Mardyke.  Be* 
fieges  Tpres.  Retires  to  England  with  few  Forces.  223 
Nottingham  and  Arundel,  Earls  of,  take  a  hundred  Sail  of 
Ships.  223 

Norman  Coaft  inful  ted  by  the  Englijh.  237 

Normandy,  the  lower,  ravaged  by  the  Englijh.  240.  Entirely 
reduced  by  Henry  V.  with  great  Part  of  the  adjacent  Coun¬ 
tries.  249 

Newfoundland  difcovered.  293 

Navarre  over- run  by  Ferdinand.  306 

Normandy ,  all  the  adjacent  Country  burnt  by  the  Englijh  Fleet. 

3°9 

Norfolk ,  Duke  of,  releafed  from  the  Dower.  361 

Nation  difpleafea  at  the  Spanijh  Match.  363 

Navy,  the  State  of  it,  in'1575.  3 72 

New l in  burnt  by  the  Spaniards .  41 2 

Nombre  de  Dios  taken  by  Storm.'  467.  Taken  and  btfrnt  477 


Von.  I. 
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o. 


CH4  and  Elijfa  wafle  the  O  R  KNE  TS ;  fettle  in  the 

l  .VT0  ^es  anci  t-oafts  of  Scotland ;  invited  to  Britain 
by  Hengijt. 

Oja  King  of  the  Englijhmen,  endeavours  to  be  abfolute3; 
throws  up  a  ftrong  Entrenchment  againft  the  Incurfions  of 
the  Welch  ;  v,  ars  upon  the  Saxon  Princes  ;  makes  an  Alli¬ 
ance  with  Charles  King  of  France ;  Reigns  thirty-nine 
jL  c^rs  • 

Out  her  and  Wulfftan  fent  or  Difcoveries  by  King  Alfred. 

Opprefiicn  breaks  the  Spirits,  and  caufes  a  Degeneracy.  ^  7^ 

Orleans  harrafled  by  the  Englilh.  JfL 

Oxford,  Earl  of,  (lain.  Ift 

Opprellion,  A£ts.  of.  ^02 

P. 

RINCES,  eight,  row  King  .Edgar's  Barge.  6$ 

Policy  of  Edgar.  '  64,  65,  66 

Preamble,  remarkable,  of  a  Decree.  67 

Power  ill-ufed,  the  Confequence.  7- 

Pirates  ravage  the  Country. 

Pirate  plunders  the  Plunderers  of  Angle  fey.  106 

Philip,  King  of  France,  deferts  the  Chriftian  Princes,  and  re¬ 
turns  Home.  -  I1?2 

Peace  with  the  Saracens,  made  by  King  Richard.  ib. 

Parliaments,  in  the  Preambles  of  Bills,  alfert  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  Seas.  2I ^ 

Tort  [mouth  and  Plymouth  deftroyed.  215 

Project  to  intercept  the  Spanifh  Fleet,  fails.  216 

Phiipot,  John,  Alderman,  fits  out  a  Squadron  at  his  own  Ex¬ 
pence  ;  defeats  Mercers  ;  recovers  the  E?ig}ijh  Prizes  and 
takes  fifteen  rich  Spanifh  Ve  fills.  He  is  called  to  Account  by 
the  Council  ;  difmifild  with  Thanks.  217 

Prerogative  in,  and  before,  the  Time  of  Edward  111.  218 

Popes,  two,  elected.  ,  222 

Portfmouth ,  Town  of,  fits  out  a  Squadron  which  engages  the 
French ,  took  every  Ship,  and  killed  all  but  nine°Perfons. 
223.  Ships,  Spanifh ,  French,  and  Flemijh ,  a  hundred  Sail, 
taken  by  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Nottingham .  22$. 

Plymouth  burnt.  ib. 

Pcnmarch  taken  by  the  Men  of  Plymouth,  who  fitted  out  a 
Squadron.  *  236 

Policy 


* 


\ 


239 

241 

244 

245 

255 

256 

262 


INDEX. 

Policy  of  Henry  IV. 

Pendergaff  Sir  John,  his  Story.  240, 

Policy  of  the  French . 

Princes,  feven,  flain,  five  made  Prifoners. 

Paris  recovered  by  the  French . 

Peace  with  France. 

Policy  of  the  Houfe  of  York. 

Peace  concluded  with  France ,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh. 

270 

Policy  of  Richard ,  Duke  of  GlouceJIer.  273 

Precontra£l  of  Edward  IV.  with  Eleanor  Butler ,  Proof  of 
Edward  V.  Illegitimacy.  273 

Parliament  confirms  Richard's  Title.  274,  273,  276 

Philip  of  Auftria  and  his  Queen,  driven  by  Strefs  of  Weather, 
land  at  VYeymouth.  300 

Pole,  de  la,  Edmund,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  put  into  the  Hands  of  the 
King  of  England.  30 1 

Peace  concluded  with  France.  307 

•  - -  Concluded  by  Wolfey .  308 

- —  ■  Which  lafts  to  the  Death  of  Henry  VIIL  309 

Pirate,  Scots,  infells  the  Coalls  321 

•  - Is  flain  in  an  Engagement.  322 

- - *  His  Confort,  taken.  ih. 

Promotions.  ^  334 

Pretence  of  France  for  feizing  the  Englijh  PofTeflions  in  that 

Kingdom.  ...-338 

Philip,  Prince  of  Spain,  lands  at  Southampton  ;  married  to  the 
Queen.  363 

Plot  difeovered.  364 

Privileges  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Steel  Yard,  abrogated  371 

Philip  projected  the  adding  England  and  Ireland  to  the  Spanifij 


Dominions. 


373 


Perpan  Trade,  by  Way  of  Mofcovy ,  firll  difeovered  by  Captain 
Anthony  Jenkinfon.  *74. 


Preamble  to  an  Order  of  Council. 


r  37 


Provifion  made  for  fecuring  the  Coalls  and  Ports  of  the  ICing- 
dom.  278 

Peace  with  France.  jh. 

Privateers  fitted  out  by  French  and  Englijh  in  Time  of  Peace  ; 

rellrained  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  38! 

Peace  with  Spain,  but  of  Ihort  Duration.  384 

Portf?nouth  thoroughly  fortified. 

Privateers,  twenty,  of  different  Nations,  taken  by  three  Englilh 

Frigates  in  fix  Weeks.  ^g- 

philip  of  Spain ,  has  three  Points  in  View.  388,  389 

k  1  3  Princes, 


n 


INDEX. 

Prince?,  mod  of  the  Catholic,  unite  againfl  Queen  F/i%z* 
^th.  fa 

Portugal  falls  under  the  Dominion  of  Spain.  «,qq 

Policy  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  gg0)  ^gi 

Preparations  made  to  withitand  *he  Spanifh  Armada ,  396,  307 
Peniche  furrenders.  PzA 

Penzance  burnt  by  the  Spaniards.  a  12 

Preparations  to  invade  Spain  .l2%  ^  ^ 

Puerto  Rico,  the  capital  City  of,  taken  by  the  Earl  of  Cumber l 

land. 

Proclamation  concerning  the  Hanfe-Towns.  Arc 

Parker,  William.  4Q5 

Porto-Bello  taken.  495’  4g 

Q, 

P  ARREL  between  French  and  Fnglijh  Sailors,  of  fatal 
Confequence.  161.  Afterwards  between  the  Englifh 
Sailors.  '  '  1 66 

Queen  Margaret  lands  Succours  from  France .  267 

Queen  of  Edward  IV.  delivered  of  a  Son,  in  her  Sandtuary  of 
W cjlminfter,  who  was  afterwards  Edward  V.  ib. 

Quarrel  between  the  Protedlor  and  his  Brother,  fatal  to  both, 
and  to  the  Kingdom.  333 

Quint  in,  St.  Battel  of.  36c 

The  Town  of,  taken.  ip. 


F 


R. 

DMA  NS  invade  Britain  with  a  Fleet  of  eighty  Ships. 

V  8 

Attacked  by  the  Britons.  ib. 

Engaged  by  them  a  fecond  Time.  9 

Land  a  fecond  Time  with  ten  Times  their  former 

Power;  march  to  the  River  Stoure  ;  engaged  by  Caf- 
wallan.  ib.  * 

Attacked  in  their  Camp.  ib.  10 

Withdraw  their  Troops  from  Britain.  30 


Robert,  Duke  of  Normandy,  his  Claim  to  the  Crown  remifsly 
profecuted.  1 04,  105 

r  - -  He  revives  it,  and  prepares  to  invade  England.  109 

*r — r—  Joined  by  feveral  of  Henry's  Ships  ;  lands  at  Ports¬ 
mouth  ;  comes  to  an  Accommodation  with  his  Bro¬ 
ther  ;  returns  to  Normandy .  1  \  o 

r— —  Taken  Prifoner.  1 1 1 

Richard 


/ 


index. 

I 

Richard fucceeds  to  the  Crown.  127 

w—  .  Wrecked  on  the  Coaft  of  Iflria  ;  made  Prifoner  by 
the  Duke  of  Auflria  ;  delivered  to  the  Emperor  ; 
ranfomed  ;  returns  to  England.  133,  134 

Richard  11.  fucceeds  to  his  Grandfather  Edward  111.  214 

Rye  burnt  by  the  French.  2 1 5 

Richard  paffes  over  to  Ireland  ;  reduces  feveral  petty  Princes 
to  Streights  ;  receives  their  Homage  and  Hoftages  ;  returns 
to  England ;  married  the  French  Princefs  Ifabella ,  an  Infant ; 
She  is  crowned.  227 

• — He  gives  up  the  Fortrefs  of  Cherbourg  to  the  King  of 
Navarre  :  Breft  to  the  Duke  of  Britany  ;  pafies  into  Ire¬ 
land  ;  lands  at  Waterford ;  has  fome  Succefs.  228 

. . .  Returns  to  England ;  defires  to  refign  his  Kingdom  ; 

committed  to  the  Tower ;  depoled  by  Authority  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  ends  his  Days  in  Pomfret-Cafle.  22g 

Rivers  lent  to  equip  a  Fleet ;  furprized  and  taken  Prifoner  by 
the  Earl  of  Warwick.  260 

Rhe,  the  Ifle  of,  ravaged  by  the  Earl  of  Kent.  264 

Richard ,  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  his  Policy.  275 

-  « ■  «  Is  proclaimed  King.  274 

Richmond ,  Earl  of,  his  Story.  276/0  280 

Richard,  King,  flam.  280 

Richmond,  Earl  of,  crowned  in  the  Field  of  Battel.  286 

Rebellion  in  Ireland! uppreffed.  32$ 

Rebellion,  formidable,  fupprefied.  327 

Ruffian  Company  eftablilhed  by  Charter. 

Reprifals  on  the  Spaniards . 

Refugees  of  all  Nations  encouraged  to  fettle  in  England.  38 6 


Relentment  of  a  Dutchman . 


399 


Revenge  Man  of  War  taken  by  the  Spanifb  Fleet,  after  a 
gallant  Fight.  4n 

Rio  de  la  Hacha  taken.  /n 

Rancher ia  taken. 

S. 

SEverus  comes  to  Britain ,  repells  the  Rifts  and  Scots,  lofes 
50,000  Men  in  that  War;  repairs  Adrian's  Wall ;  dies  at 

l9 

31 

42 

57 
68 

73 

Subfidy 


York. 

Scots  and  Rifts,  attempt  the  Conquefi:  of  Britain . 
Speech  of  Hengift  to  Vortigern, 

Suithelm ,  fent  to  the  Indies  by  King  Alfred. 
Southampton,  plundered  by  feven  Dan;Jh  Ships. 
Swain,  King  of  Denmark ,  fets  up  a  Title  to  England \ 


INDEX. 

Subfiay,  a  very  great  one. 

Swain,  Son  of  Earl  Godwin,  commits  great  Outrages  on  the 
Coafls. 


Swain,  King  of  Denmark,  prepares  a  Fleet  to  invade  Emlawl-, 
lands  his  forces;  is  joined  by  fome  Englijb.  96.  Makes  a 
Treaty  with  the  King  of  England.  gg 

Stephen,  gets  Pofleffion  of  the  Throne;  promifes  to  remit  Dane - 
geld.  1 14.  Invades  Normandy .  115.  Is  taken  Prifoner. 
ib.  Dies.  1 1 6. 

Ship,  an  extraordinary  large  one,  taken  by  the  Englijb. 

Syria,  a  great  Part  of,  reduced  by  King  Richard. 

Sterling  Money,  firfl  coined. 

Sandwich,  burnt  by  the  French. 

Ships,  240  Sail,  taken  by  the  Englijb. 

Spanijh  Ships,  1 5  Sail  of  Merchants,  taken  by  the  Englijb. 

Ships,  four  Englijb ,  deflroyed  by  the  Scots  at  Berwick. 

Twenty  burnt  by  an  intefline  Quarrel. 

Scots  ravage  England,  and  invade  Ireland. 

Ships,  1 20  Sail  taken. 

Southampton ,  burnt  by  the  French. 

Ships,  five  Englijb,  fight  13  French.  189.  Four  large,  19 
Galleys,  20  fmaller  Veffels  of  the  French  burnt,  ib.  Of  the 
French,  200  Sail  taken.  1g2 

Spaniards  murder  fome  Englijb  Sailors,  and  carry  off  their 
Ships  in  Time  of  Peace.  203 

Spaniards,  defeated  at  Sea.  204 

Sea-Ports,  obliged  to  provide  a  certain  Number  of  Ships.  217, 

218 

Sovereignty  of  the  Englijb  over  the  Seas,  allowed  by  all  Na- 
tions.  220 

Spanijb  Squadron,  attack  and  worft  the  Englijb .  ib. 

Soldiers,  Englijb ,  beg  their  Way  Home.  221 

Schifm,  two  Popes  elected.  222 

Spaiiijb  Nobility,  feveral  acknowledge  John  Duke  of  Lanca- 
c  after  King.  226 

Ships,  40  of  Brit  any  taken,  236 

■ - of  the  French,  14  taken,  15  burnt.  ib. 

- Genoefe,  3  taken.  237 

•——1  20  Sail  of,  taken.  238 

—Four  Englijb  taken  by  the  French.  ib. 

to  Coalts  walled;  feveral  of  their  Ships  burnt;  14  made 
Prize.  239 

• - French,  taken  and  funk,  500  Sail.  247 

* — . Genoefe,  four  large  ones  taken,  248 


131 

132 

H7 

149 

163 


ib. 
1 66 
1 78 
1 81 

188 


Scot 4 


INDEX. 


Scots ,  plunders  the  Borders. 

—  - • Spanijh ,  fix  taken,  deftroyed  more,  26. 

—  - -Three  taken. 


259 

260 
280 
308 


238 


Sheep,  Englijb,  tranfported  to  Spain. 


Scots ,  by  being  in  the  French  Intereft,  fufFer  feverely. 


Scots  Coafts,  walled  by  the  Englijb  Fleet  commanded  by  Sir 
John  Dudley,  Vifcount  Vijle.  ib. 

Suffolk ,  Duke  of,  enters  France  with  a  great  Army,  and  be- 


fieges  Bulloigne. 

Sluys,  feized  by  the  Flemings. 

Ships,  Englijb,  plundered  by  the  Flemings. 


309 

3*4 

ib. 


Squadron  fent  again!!  them  under  Sir  Edmund  Poynings.  ib. 
Sluys ,  befieged  and  taken.  ib,  &  31 5 

Ships,  two,  fitted  out  again! \  Andrew  Barton.  321 

Scots,  King  of,  refents  the  taking  two  Scots  Pirate  Ships.  323 
Scots ,  14,000  flain.  ^36 

• - —All  their  Sea-Ports,  and  fmall  Craft  in  their  Harbours 

burnt  by  Lord  Clinton.  335 

Ships,  French,  fired.  ^40 

Somerfet,  Duke  of,  deprived  of  the  Prote&orlhip  ;  a  grievous 
Charge  again!!  him;  imprifoned  in  the  Tower.  ib, 

Scots,  included  in  a  Treaty  with  France.  340 

Seas,  the  narrow,  in  felled  by  the  Flemings  and  French.  ib. 
Ships,  Englijb,  feveral  feized  by  the  French.  3  a  i 

Seamen,  declare  for  Queen  Mary ,  at  the  Perfuafion  of  Sir 
Plenry  J erne gan.  ^6j 

Scots,  harrafs  the  Borders,  and  interrupt  the  Englijb  Com¬ 
merce.  "  ^ 

- - defeat  a  Body  of  Englijb  Forces.  366.  They  raife  i 

great  Army  to  invade  England.  ^ 

Scots,  take  Arms;  wherefore  they  fend  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
for  Succours.  -  o 

Succours  fent  to  the  Scots.  tt,Q 

Spain,  King  0j,  refents  the  Queen  s  taking  the  Genoeje  Adoney  * 
endeavours  to  have  Secretary  Cecil  a  IK  Ulna  ted.  33^ 

►—-Tampers  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  Earl  cf  Ormonde 
to  raife  Diflurbances. 

Squadron  of  Englijb  Ships  convoy  Ann  of  Aujlria  from  Flan¬ 
ders  to  Spain.  q 

Seas,  Narrow,  fcoured  by  three  Englijb  Frigates. 

Ships,  Merchant,  1 5  recovered  from  Privateers.  # 

Ships,  Englijb  Merchant,  taken  by  the  Hollanders  and  Zclan - 
ders;  Satisfa&ion  required  but  not  obtained;  narrow  Seas 
again  fcoured  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy.  3  86 

Scots,  Mary ,  Queen  of,  put  to  Death.  '  *  {o 

Ships,  100  Spanijb ,  burnt  by  Drake .  -  ^  ^ 


INDEX. 

Spanijh  Forts  furprized,  and  Coafts  burnt  by  Sir  Francis  Drate. 

394>  395 

Ship,  large  Spanifh  Eaft- India  one,  taken.  ib.  &  396 

Sea-Fight  between  the  Englijb  and  the  Spanijh  Armada.  400, 

to  403 

Ships,  60  Sail  taken  by  Drake.  408 

- - Several  taken  by  the  Earl  of  Cumberland.  41 0 

— — one,  a  Spanijh  Prize,  worth  100,000/.  loft  in  Mount's- 
Bay  on  the  Coaft  of  Cornwall.  ib. 

Spanijh ,  near  100  of  their  Plate-Fleet  wrecked,  andtheTrea- 
fure  loft.  41 1 

Spanijh  Coaft  infefted  by  the  Englijb  Squadrons.  ib. 

Spaniards  prepare  for  a  fecond  Invafion  of  England ,  fome  land 
in  Cornwall  and  burn  three  fmall  Places.  41 2 

* - fufter  great  Lofies  by  the  Expedition  to  Cadiz.  416 

Ships,  Spanijh ,  1 1  Men  of  War,  40  Ships  from  the  Indies  4 
large  Merchant-Men  burnt.  41 6 

- - Thirty-fix  Spanijh  caft  away.  41 7 

- - Three  Spanijh  taken  by  Sir  William  Monjon.  418 

- a  rich  Spanijh  one  taken.  ib. 

—Eighteen  capital,  loft;  feveral  forced  into  Englijb  Ports 

and  taken.  4*9 

Spaniards  land  in  Ireland  ;  expelled.  423 

Ships,  60  Sail,  belonging  to  the  Hanfe-Eowns ,  taken  by  the 

Englijb.  4  2  5 

r - Englijb ,  feized  in  the  Danijh  Ports.  426 

Shipping,^  Spanijh ,  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  Tons  burnt.  474 


T 


T. 

t 

R  E  A  T  Y  between  Canutus  and  Edmund  lronf.de.  76 
Eofiigo  appears  with  50  Sail  on  the  Coafts  of  Torkjhire , 

82 

!54 
16  6 

195 

ib. 

10$ 


and  is  defeated. 

Treaty,  dilhonourable. 

Eurbernjille ,  Sir  Ehomas,  his  Treafon. 

Eournay  invefted  by  the  Englijb. 

Truce  with  France. 

Treaty  with  the  French. 

Truce  for  a  Year. 

Treacherous  Defign  upon  Calais. 

Eonars  befieged,  210.  Taken  by  the  French . 

Truce  with  France. 

Tax  on  foreign  Vefiels  trading  to  the  Northward,  impeded  by 
Virtue  of  the  Engli/h  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas.  219 

Truce  with  France  renewed  for  26  \  ears.  ^ 

Towns,  fix  and  thirty,  burnt  on  the  Norman  Coafts.  237 

Tr;aty 


j 

202 
202,  203 

21 1 

212 


i  N  D  E  X. 

Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  French  on  the  King  of  England's 
own  Terms.  249 

Treafon  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence.  274,  273 

Trade  underftood  and  encouraged  by  Henry  VII.  289 

Title  to  the  Continent  of  America  in  the  Englijh  Nation  prior 
to  the  Spanijh.  293 

Treaty  with  Denmark.  294 

Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Cafiile.  301 

Fhorne,  Robert ,  his  Expedition  fruitlefs.  310 

Trade  to  Guinea  firft  begun.  ib. 

Treaty  with  France.  340 

- - - — of  Marriage  between  the  King  of  England,  and  a 

Daughter  of  the  French  King.  34 r 

Trade,  Englifh,  fuffers  by  the  Piracies  of  the  French.  381 

— - Queen  Elizabeth's  Care  of.  426,  427 

Treachery  of  the  Spaniards.  43^  436,  458 

U. 

VANITY  ok  Caligula.  I2>  ,3 

Urbicus,  Lieutenant  under  Antoninus  Pius  in  Britain, 
repairs  Adrian's  Wall.  J  ’ 

Viaorinus  expells  the  Scots  and  PiBs,  and  arain  fortifies  A- 
drian's  Wall.  0 

Vortigern,  his  Character.  34.  He  invites  over  the  Saxons,  and 
by  their  Affiftance  repelis  the  PiSs  and  Scots,  ib.  Marries 
Poteen  Daughter  of  Her, gift,  and  is  depofed.  u  ,  c 

Vorhmer,  his  Son  fet  up  ;  he  defeats  the  Saxons  in  four  Bat- 
tels  ;  is  poifoned. 

Vortigern ireinftated  ;  recalls  Hengift  j  flies  to  Wales ;  is  defeat- 
ed  and  killed  by  Ambrofius.  r 

Vtber  Pentagon  fourth  Son  of  Conftantine,  fucceeds  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  Britain  ;  makes  War  on  the  Saxons  with 
different  Succefsj  yeilds  fome  Provinces ;  repelis  the  Irijh  ; 

27F  grCat  £t’  and  kaveshis  -Dominions  to  his  So^ 
IJnlajf,  with  93  Ships  lays  great  Part  of  the  Country  waife* 

and  routs  f he  Armn  _ i*  J  uc» 


an(^  routs  Army  fent  to  oppofe  him. 

V  ldory  over  the  Norwegians,  great. 

Voyages,  frequent  to  Normandy 

Victory,  compleat,  over  the  Englijh  by  the  Scots 

- - compleat  over  the  Scots  by  the  EnAi/h  * 

l  a?ines,  taken  by  the  Englijh.  0  J  * 

Vidory  at  Crejfy. 

vitTfi;  Slr  R°bm'  his  ExPedition  to  Scotland. 
Victory,  furpnzmg,  at  Agincourt . 
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69 

83 

1 1 2 

178 

179 
*  198 

200 
2389  239 

HS 

Vidory 


INDEX. 


Vi&ory  claimed  by  both  French  and  Engli/h . 

'  — at  F lodden  -  Field. 

VeiTels,  Scots ,  feveral  burnt. 

Vi£lory  at  Muffelburgh . 

Variation  of  the  Compafs  firft  obferved  by 


3*7 

324 

326 

336 

Sebaflian  Cabot . 


XJpnore  Caftle  built. 

Vigilance  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  her  Minifters. 
Vigo ,  taken  and  plundered  by  the  Englijh . 

V ilia  Franca ,  furprized  by  the  Englijh . 

V enta  Cruz  taken. 

Voyage  to  the  South-Sea . 

Vincent .  St.  reduced. 


3  57 
380 

39^392 

408 

418 

467 

469 

495 


A  L  B  RO  O  Ky  whence  fo  called.  26 

William  the  Conqueror  lands  at  P  even  fey  in  Sujfex,  and 
burns  his  Fleet.  84.  His  three  different  Claims.  93.  At¬ 
tacks  Scotland  by  Sea  and  Land.  99.  Enters  into  a  War 
with  France^  his  Death  and  Character;  fucceeded  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Rufus.  103.  W.  Rufus  invades  Normandy ,  makes 
Peace  with  his  Brother  Robert ,  prepares  to  attack  Scotland. 
103.  Slain  in  New  Foreft .  107.  His  Chara&er.  ib.  Sc  108 
William ,  Prince,  drowned.  .113 

War  with  France .  134 

Welch  rebel,  and  Wales  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  England . 

*59 

War  with  France.  187,  198 

Wefenbam ,  Sir  John,  a  Merchant,  takes  the  Crown  in  Pawn 
twice.  _  214 

Wight ,  Ifle  of,  fome  Villages  burnt,  the  Ifland  plundered  by 
the  Frenrh.  213 

Wilford ,  de,  William ,  Admiral  of  the  Narrow  Seas,  takes  40 
Ships  of  Britany,  waftes  its  Coafl,  and  takes  the  Towns  of 
Pe?i?narch  and  St.  Matthews .  236 

Wi’jht,  the  Ifle  of,  attempted  by  the  Admiral  of  Britany . 

ib . 

War  with  France.  243 

Warwick,  Earl  of,  Regent  of  France  dies.  256.  Made  Ad¬ 
miral.  258®  Governor  of  Calais — narrowly  efcapes  being 
murdered.  •  2  $9 

War,  Civil,  begun.  260 

Warwick,  Earl  of,  fails  for  Ireland,  paffes  unmolefted  by  the 

Fleet  fent  to  intercept  him.  261.  He  attacks  and  deflroys 
great  Part  of  a  Squadron  of  the  King’s  Ships  at  Sandwich. 

261 


1 


INDEX. 

261.  Deferts  the  Intereft  of  King  Edward-,  retires  to  Ca¬ 
lais  ;  returns  with  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  raifes  an  Army, 
furprizes  and  beats  the  King’s  Army,  and  takes  Edward 
himfeif  Prifoner.  26 6.  Meets  with  various  Turns  of  For¬ 
tune,  and  efpoufes  the  Intereft  of  the  depofed  King  Henry, 
ib.  Slain  at  the  Battel  at  Barnet.  268 

War  declared  by  France  againft  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  whofe 
Intereft  is  efpoufed  by  Edward  IV.  269 

War  with  France.  ^08 

Wolfey,  Cardinal,  goes  to  France,  and  confers  with  the  French 

King.  ib . 

War  with  France  and  Scotland.  ib . 

W hit f and  Bay,  the  Country  round  it  pillaged  and  a  Town 
burnt.  3  24- 

War  with  Scotland.  ^35 

——between  England  and  Scotland,  ruinous  to  both,  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  France.  ^37 

Willoughby,  Sir  Hugh,  and  his  Ship’s  Crew,  frozen  to  Death. 


Wyat ,  Sir  Thomas,  takes  up  Arms  ;  and  wherefore. 
War  with  France. 

Wentworth,  Lord,  tried,  and  acquitted. 

Wages  of  Seamen  raifed. 

Water  firft  brought  to  Fly  mouth. 


Y. 


359 

362 

365 

379 

380 
47S 


O  R  K  poffefled  by  Harold  Harfager,  King  of  Nor- 

83 


V 

1  way 

■great  Part  of  the  City  burnt. 


York,  Duke  of,  flain. 
•Regent  of  France. 


York ,  Duke  of,  reftored  to  the  Regency  of  France. 
Withdraws  into  Ireland.  260.  Defeated,  and  flain.  261 


97 

245 

25  5 

256 


Z. 
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ELAND  and  Holland  free  themfelves  from  Spanijh 
Bondage.  _  386 
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